dallas willard the divine conspiracy

Dallas Willard and The Divine Conspiracy: Unlocking the Kingdom of God

dallas willard the divine conspiracy is a phrase that resonates deeply with those interested in
Christian spirituality, philosophy, and practical theology. Dallas Willard, a renowned philosopher and
Christian thinker, authored "The Divine Conspiracy," a book that has transformed how many people
understand Jesus' teachings and the nature of the Kingdom of God. This influential work challenges
conventional religious ideas and invites readers into a revolutionary understanding of what it means
to live as a disciple in today's world.

If you've ever wondered about the practical application of Jesus' words or how spirituality intersects
with everyday life, Dallas Willard’s insights offer a refreshing and profound perspective. In this
article, we will explore the core themes of The Divine Conspiracy, its impact on modern Christian
thought, and why it remains a vital resource for spiritual seekers and scholars alike.

Who Was Dallas Willard?

Before diving into The Divine Conspiracy, it’s helpful to know a bit about the author himself. Dallas
Willard was a philosopher specializing in phenomenology and the philosophy of mind, as well as a
deeply committed Christian. He taught at the University of Southern California for many years,
where he influenced countless students and readers through both his academic work and his
spiritual writings.

Willard’s unique blend of rigorous philosophical inquiry and heartfelt Christian faith allowed him to
bridge the gap between intellectual understanding and practical spirituality. His works emphasize
the transformation of the human heart and mind through discipleship, a theme central to The Divine
Conspiracy.

Understanding The Divine Conspiracy

At its heart, The Divine Conspiracy is about the Kingdom of God—not as a distant reality or merely a
future hope, but as a present and active force that Jesus invites us to participate in here and now.
Willard unpacks Jesus’ teachings, especially from the Sermon on the Mount, to reveal a “conspiracy’
that God has orchestrated to restore humanity to its intended relationship with Him.

U

The Kingdom of God as a Present Reality

One of the groundbreaking ideas in Dallas Willard’s book is that the Kingdom of God is not only a
future promise but a present reality. Jesus’ message was radical because it offered a new way of
living—one that aligns human life with God’s will and purpose.

Willard explains that entering the Kingdom involves a transformation of the heart and mind, leading



to a life marked by righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. This runs counter to many
traditional views that see Christianity primarily as adherence to rules or doctrines. Instead, it’s
about embracing a new way of being.

The Sermon on the Mount Revisited

The Divine Conspiracy provides a fresh interpretation of the Sermon on the Mount, one of the most
famous and challenging sections of the New Testament. Rather than viewing it as a set of impossible
moral demands, Willard presents Jesus’ teachings as an invitation to live under God’s reign, where
grace, love, and power change people from the inside out.

This approach helps readers understand the Sermon’s radical call to love enemies, seek justice, and
practice humility—not as burdensome commands but as natural expressions of life in the Kingdom.

Key Themes in Dallas Willard’s The Divine Conspiracy

To appreciate why The Divine Conspiracy has become a cornerstone in Christian spirituality, it’s
helpful to highlight some of its key themes and how they challenge and enrich traditional
perspectives.

Discipleship as a Way of Life

Willard emphasizes that discipleship is not just a phase or a label but the foundation of authentic
Christian living. Being a disciple means committing to follow Jesus in a way that shapes every aspect
of your life—your thoughts, relationships, work, and inner character.

This holistic view encourages believers to cultivate spiritual disciplines such as prayer, meditation,
and service as means of cooperating with God’s transforming work.

The Role of the Holy Spirit

Unlike some theological frameworks that downplay the role of the Holy Spirit, Willard highlights the
Spirit’s essential work in empowering believers to live out the Kingdom. The Spirit enables
transformation, brings wisdom, and helps maintain a connection with God that sustains faith in the
face of challenges.

Understanding this dynamic presence helps readers see spirituality as an ongoing, vibrant
relationship rather than a static set of beliefs.

Spiritual Formation and Transformation



Central to The Divine Conspiracy is the idea that true Christianity involves spiritual formation—the
process of becoming more like Christ in character and action. Willard offers practical insight into
how this transformation happens through intentional practices and openness to God’s grace.

This focus on spiritual growth distinguishes his work from purely doctrinal approaches, making it a
valuable resource for anyone serious about deepening their faith.

Why The Divine Conspiracy Matters Today

In a world often marked by confusion about faith and the role of religion, Dallas Willard’s The Divine
Conspiracy offers clarity and hope. His vision invites readers to rediscover the essence of Jesus’
message as an empowering, life-changing reality.

Impact on Modern Christian Thought

The Divine Conspiracy has influenced a generation of pastors, theologians, and laypeople by
reshaping how they understand discipleship and the Kingdom of God. Many contemporary Christian
leaders point to Willard’s work as a catalyst for renewed emphasis on spiritual formation and
kingdom living.

Practical Implications for Daily Life

At its core, The Divine Conspiracy is not just theoretical but deeply practical. Willard’s insights
encourage believers to engage the world with love, integrity, and courage, reflecting the character
of the Kingdom in everyday decisions and interactions.

Whether dealing with workplace challenges, family dynamics, or personal struggles, readers find
guidance on how to embody the teachings of Jesus authentically.

Exploring Further: Complementary Works by Dallas
Willard

For those captivated by The Divine Conspiracy, diving into more of Dallas Willard’s writings can
deepen understanding and experience of his spiritual philosophy. Books like “Renovation of the
Heart” and “Hearing God” expand on themes of spiritual transformation and communication with
God, enriching the journey begun in The Divine Conspiracy.

Renovation of the Heart

This book delves into the process of spiritual transformation in greater detail, offering practical



steps to align one’s inner world with God’s purposes. It complements the teachings in The Divine
Conspiracy by providing tools for ongoing discipleship.

Hearing God

In “Hearing God,” Willard explores how believers can cultivate a relationship with God that includes
listening and responding to His guidance. This work supports the experiential aspects of the
Kingdom life that The Divine Conspiracy introduces.

Tips for Engaging with The Divine Conspiracy

Reading Dallas Willard’s The Divine Conspiracy can be a demanding but rewarding experience. Here
are some tips to get the most out of this transformative book:

e Take your time: The book’s depth means it’s worth reading slowly and reflecting on each
chapter.

¢ Journal your thoughts: Writing down insights and questions can help internalize the
teachings.

* Discuss with others: Engage in study groups or conversations with others interested in
kingdom theology.

e Apply practically: Try to implement small changes in daily life that reflect the principles
Willard outlines.

e Pray for understanding: Approach the book with a heart open to spiritual growth and
transformation.

Dallas Willard’s The Divine Conspiracy is more than a theological treatise; it’s an invitation into a
vibrant, dynamic relationship with God and a new way of living that can transform individual lives
and communities alike. Whether you're a seasoned theologian or a curious seeker, this book offers
timeless wisdom that challenges and inspires.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Dallas Willard's book 'The Divine
Conspiracy'?

‘The Divine Conspiracy' focuses on the teachings of Jesus and how they call believers to live in the
Kingdom of God here and now, emphasizing spiritual formation and discipleship.



Who is Dallas Willard, the author of 'The Divine Conspiracy'?

Dallas Willard was a renowned Christian philosopher and author known for his work on spiritual
formation, discipleship, and the teachings of Jesus.

How does 'The Divine Conspiracy' define the Kingdom of God?

In 'The Divine Conspiracy,' the Kingdom of God is described as a present reality that believers are
invited to enter through following Jesus and living according to His teachings.

Why is 'The Divine Conspiracy' considered influential in
Christian spiritual formation?

'The Divine Conspiracy' offers a comprehensive view of Jesus' teachings and practical guidance for
transformation, making it a foundational text for understanding Christian discipleship and spiritual
growth.

What role does discipleship play in ‘'The Divine Conspiracy'?

Discipleship is central in 'The Divine Conspiracy'; Willard argues that becoming a true follower of
Jesus involves intentional spiritual formation and living out the values of the Kingdom of God.

Can 'The Divine Conspiracy' be understood by someone new to
Christianity?

Yes, while the book is deep and philosophical, Dallas Willard writes in an accessible way, making it
suitable for both new believers and seasoned Christians interested in spiritual growth.

What practical advice does Dallas Willard give in 'The Divine
Conspiracy'?

Willard provides practical advice on how to develop spiritual disciplines, cultivate the inner life, and
embody the teachings of Jesus in everyday life.

How does 'The Divine Conspiracy' challenge modern Christian
views?

The book challenges superficial or cultural Christianity by calling readers to a radical, authentic
discipleship that reflects the true nature of the Kingdom of God.

Is 'The Divine Conspiracy' part of a series or a standalone
book?

‘The Divine Conspiracy' is a standalone book but is often read alongside Dallas Willard’s other works
on spiritual formation and philosophy.



Where can I find study guides or discussion questions for 'The
Divine Conspiracy'?

Study guides and discussion questions for 'The Divine Conspiracy' can be found online on Christian
education websites, bookstores, or through groups dedicated to Dallas Willard’s works.

Additional Resources
Dallas Willard and *The Divine Conspiracy*: Exploring a Paradigm Shift in Christian Spirituality

dallas willard the divine conspiracy stands as a pivotal phrase in contemporary Christian
thought, referring to the influential work by philosopher and theologian Dallas Willard. *The Divine
Conspiracy*, first published in 1998, has become a cornerstone text for those seeking a deeper
understanding of Jesus’ teachings beyond traditional religious frameworks. Willard’s work invites
readers into a transformative exploration of the Kingdom of God, challenging normative perceptions
and encouraging a holistic approach to spiritual formation.

This article delves into the key themes, theological implications, and lasting impact of *The Divine

Conspiracy*, while examining Dallas Willard’s unique contribution to modern Christian philosophy.
By analyzing the book’s structure, content, and reception, we aim to offer an informed perspective
on why this text continues to resonate within both academic and faith communities.

Contextualizing Dallas Willard and His Theological
Vision

Dallas Willard (1935-2013) was a prominent American philosopher, known for his extensive work in
phenomenology and Christian spirituality. His academic background, including a Ph.D. in philosophy
from the University of Wisconsin, informed his approach to theology, blending rigorous intellectual
inquiry with a practical emphasis on spiritual disciplines.

*The Divine Conspiracy* represents a synthesis of Willard’s philosophical acumen and his
commitment to Christian discipleship. Unlike traditional apologetics or doctrinal treatises, the book
serves as a call to live out the reality of the Kingdom of God in everyday life. Willard critiques the
prevailing "easy-believism" and superficial Christianity, proposing instead a radical reorientation
toward Jesus’ original message.

Core Themes in The Divine Conspiracy

At its heart, *The Divine Conspiracy* explores what Willard describes as “God’s Kingdom on earth.”
He posits that Jesus’ teachings are not merely moral guidelines but a blueprint for entering into a
divine conspiracy—a secret plan by God to restore humanity through spiritual transformation.

Several core themes emerge prominently:



e The Kingdom of God: Willard emphasizes that the Kingdom is both a present reality and a
future hope, calling believers to live as citizens of this Kingdom now.

¢ Discipleship as Training: The book advocates for intentional spiritual training, mirroring the
practices Jesus used to form his disciples into kingdom agents.

e Transformation Over Behavior Modification: Willard challenges the focus on external
religious behavior, arguing for inward transformation by the Holy Spirit.

e The Role of the Holy Spirit: The Spirit is central in empowering believers to live out the
Kingdom life authentically.

These themes collectively redefine Christian spirituality from a passive belief system into an active,
lived experience.

Analytical Overview: Structure and Methodology

Dallas Willard structures *The Divine Conspiracy* in a manner that incrementally builds the reader’s
understanding of Kingdom living. The book is divided into four parts:

1. The Kingdom of God: Introducing the concept and its biblical foundations.

2. The Invitation to the Kingdom: Exploring Jesus’ call to discipleship.

3. The Environment of the Kingdom: Discussing the spiritual and social context necessary for
kingdom life.

4. The Training of the King’s Subjects: Offering practical guidance on spiritual formation.

This progression reflects Willard’s commitment to not only explaining theological concepts but also
facilitating practical application. His writing style combines philosophical precision with pastoral
sensitivity, making complex ideas accessible without diminishing their profundity.

Comparative Insights: Willard vs. Traditional Evangelicalism

While *The Divine Conspiracy* aligns with evangelical concerns about faith and salvation, it diverges
notably in emphasis and methodology:

e Focus on Spiritual Formation: Unlike some evangelical works that prioritize evangelism and
doctrinal correctness, Willard centers on the process of becoming like Christ through spiritual
disciplines.



¢ Kingdom-Oriented Ethics: Ethical living is framed as a natural outflow of Kingdom
citizenship rather than a checklist of moral behaviors.

e Critique of Consumerist Christianity: Willard challenges the commodification of faith
prevalent in modern evangelical culture.

This contrast has led to both acclaim and critique. Supporters praise Willard for deepening Christian
spirituality, while some critics argue that his approach may appear overly idealistic or less focused
on evangelistic urgency.

Impact and Legacy of The Divine Conspiracy

Since its release, Dallas Willard’s *The Divine Conspiracy* has influenced a wide spectrum of
readers—from pastors and theologians to laypeople seeking authentic spiritual growth. The book is
often cited in discussions about Christian discipleship, spiritual formation, and the philosophy of
religion.
Its impact can be traced through:

e Academic Engagement: The book is used in seminaries and theological programs to

complement biblical studies with philosophical and practical insights.

e Church Movements: Several contemporary spiritual formation movements have incorporated
Willard’s teachings into their curricula and ministry models.

e Literary Influence: Numerous Christian authors have acknowledged *The Divine Conspiracy*
as foundational in shaping their understanding of Jesus’ Kingdom message.

Moreover, Willard’s insistence on holistic transformation resonates with current trends emphasizing
mental health, community, and authentic spirituality within Christian contexts.

Pros and Cons of Dallas Willard’s Approach in The Divine
Conspiracy

As with any influential work, *The Divine Conspiracy* presents both strengths and limitations:
¢ Pros:

o Deep theological and philosophical insight into Jesus’ teachings.

o Practical guidance for spiritual disciplines and formation.



o Encourages a holistic, lived expression of faith beyond rituals.

e Cons:
o Complex language and concepts may challenge casual readers.

o Some readers may find the emphasis on transformation less focused on evangelistic
outreach.

o Potentially idealistic portrayal of discipleship that could be difficult to implement in
diverse contexts.

This balanced view highlights the book’s importance while acknowledging the challenges inherent in
its ambitious vision.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Dallas Willard’s
The Divine Conspiracy

Dallas Willard’s *The Divine Conspiracy* remains a seminal work that pushes readers to reconsider
what it means to follow Jesus authentically. By framing Christian life as participation in a divine
plan, Willard offers a compelling alternative to superficial or institutionalized religion. His insistence
on spiritual formation, grounded in the Kingdom of God, continues to inspire meaningful dialogue
and practice within diverse Christian communities.

As contemporary believers grapple with issues of identity, purpose, and faith in an increasingly

complex world, *The Divine Conspiracy* provides a thoughtful roadmap—one that transcends mere
belief and calls for a transformative, everyday experience of God’s Kingdom.

Dallas Willard The Divine Conspiracy

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: Summary of Dallas Willard's The Divine Conspiracy
Everest Media,, 2022-07-02T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original
book. Sample Book Insights: #1 The author compares human existence in the modern era to that of
a pilot practicing high-speed maneuvers in a jet fighter. Most of us live at high-speed, and we have
no idea whether we are flying upside down or right-side up. #2 There is no longer a recognized
moral knowledge on which to base projects of fostering moral development. If you lowered a
student’s grade just for saying on a test that discrimination is morally acceptable, the student could
contest that grade to the administration. #3 If a student wrote on a test that 7 times 5 equals 32, or
that Columbus discovered America in 1520, we would be allowed to impose our views on them.
These are matters that are regarded as known. #4 The problem is not connecting character to


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-156/dallas-willard-the-divine-conspiracy.pdf

intellect, but connecting intellectual with moral and spiritual realities. The problem is that character
is connected with the intellect, which means what is and is not in the intellect.

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: The Divine Conspiracy Continued Dallas Willard, Gary
Black, Jr., 2014-06-17 Dallas Willard, the author of the bestselling spiritual classic, The Divine
Conspiracy, now fulfills his revolutionary vision of how the kingdom of God is made real on earth in
this sequel, the last book he was working on before his recent death. In The Divine Conspiracy,
revered Christian philosopher and scholar Dallas Willard critiqued the church's obsession with sin
management and revolutionized our understanding of true Christian discipleship. Jesus is not a
remote savior, waiting to welcome us into heaven after we die, Willard argued. He is a dynamic
living force, a leader and teacher to whom we apprentice ourselves to learn the sacred skills God
wants us to embrace, and to fulfill His son's vision when Christ declared that the kingdom of God has
come. In The Divine Conspiracy Continued, co-written with theologian Gary Black, Willard lays out
the next stage in God's plan as this generation of disciples, including ordained and lay leaders, step
into positions of authority across our culture and begin to transform the world from the inside out.
To fulfill the Christian calling is not to remove oneself from the outside world and take shelter from
its shortcomings, Willard reminds us, but to step into the world to lead and serve as agents of
change.

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: The Divine Conspiracy Dallas Willard, 2009-10-06 The
Divine Conspiracy has revolutionized how we think about the true meaning of discipleship. In this
classic, one of the most brilliant Christian thinkers of our times and author of the acclaimed The
Spirit of Disciplines, Dallas Willard, skillfully weaves together biblical teaching, popular culture,
science, scholarship, and spiritual practice, revealing what it means to apprentice ourselves to Jesus.
Using Jesus’s Sermon of the Mount as his foundation, Willard masterfully explores life-changing
ways to experience and be guided by God on a daily basis, resulting in a more authentic and dynamic
faith.

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: Dallas Willard's Study Guide to The Divine Conspiracy
Jan Johnson, Keith Matthews, Dallas Willard, 2001-04-10 This study guide expands the discussion
begun in The Divine Conspiracy, focusing on and clarifying key issues and encouraging a fuller
understanding of Christian discipleship. Here you will find: Overviews and summaries of each
chapter of The Divine Conspiracy Scripture meditations to enhance your understanding of the text
Study questions to facilitate stimulating discussion and reflection

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: A Study Guide for Dallas Willard's The Divine
Conspiracy Keith J. Matthews, Dallas Willard, 2001

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: The Divine Conspiracy Continued: Fulfilling God’s
Kingdom on Earth Dallas Willard, Gary Black, Jr., 2014-06-17 Dallas Willard, the author of the
bestselling spiritual classic, The Divine Conspiracy, now fulfills his revolutionary vision of how the
kingdom of God is made real on earth in this sequel, the last book he was working on before his
recent death

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: The Divine Conspiracy Dallas Willard, Kevin Harney,
Sherry Harney, 2010 In this new six-session small group Bible study, The Divine Conspiracy,
renowned teacher and writer Dallas Willard offers a timely and challenging call back to the true
meaning of Christian discipleship.

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: The Divine Conspiracy Bible Study Participant's
Guide Dallas Willard, 2013-05-22 Renowned teacher, writer of the acclaimed The Spirit of the
Disciplines, and one of today's most brilliant Christian thinkers, Dallas Willard, now offers a new
six-session small group Bible study (DVD/digital video sold separately). This guide offers a timely
and challenging call back to the true meaning of Christian discipleship. Gracefully weaving biblical
teaching, popular culture, science, scholarship, and spiritual practice into one cohesive group study,
Willard shows Christians everywhere the necessity of making profound changes in how we view our
lives and live out our faith. This study masterfully captures the core of Christ's teachings in a fresh,
relevant light, revealing a revolutionary way to experience God ... by knowing Him as an essential




part of the here and now, rather than only as a part of the hereafter. Based on the Sermon on the
Mount, Willard calls Christians into an authentic faith and then offers a practical plan by which we
can answer the call. In light of sales of the groundbreaking print book, thousands of Christians will
enroll in “Jesus’ Master Class for Life” ... The Divine Conspiracy. This Participant Guide is designed
for use with the companion DVD (sold separately). It’s filled with insights, questions for discussion,
and applications that will help you connect a new way of thinking to actual deeds and a different
approach to life. Out on the risky waters of faith, Jesus is waiting to meet you in ways that will
change your forever, deepening your character and your trust in God. Sessions include: 1. The
Divine Conspiracy 2. The Path to a Blessed Life 3. Becoming a Good Person 4. Treasuring What
Matters Most 5. Becoming a Community of Prayerful Love 6. Living as a Disciple of Jesus Designed
for use with the Divine Conspiracy Video Study (sold separately).

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: The Spirit of the Disciplines - Reissue Dallas Willard,
1990-12-07 How to Live as Jesus Lived Dallas Willard, one of today's most brilliant Christian thinkers
and author of The Divine Conspiracy (Christianity Today's 1999 Book of the Year), presents a way of
living that enables ordinary men and women to enjoy the fruit of the Christian life. He reveals how
the key to self-transformation resides in the practice of the spiritual disciplines, and how their
practice affirms human life to the fullest. The Spirit of the Disciplines is for everyone who strives to
be a disciple of Jesus in thought and action as well as intention.

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: Knowing Christ Today Dallas Willard, 2009-05-26 At a
time when popular atheism books are talking about the irrationality of believing in God, Willard
makes a rigorous intellectual case for why it makes sense to believe in God and in Jesus, the Son.

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: The Scandal of the Kingdom Dallas Willard, 2024-10-15
A major new work by Dallas Willard, the highly anticipated follow-up to his seminal work The Divine
Conspiracy. In this groundbreaking book based on teachings he delivered to a church community,
Willard delves into the transformative power of Jesus's parables, revealing how they show us how to
live right now in the kingdom of God. Drawing from his extensive teachings on spiritual formation,
Willard illuminates the timeless wisdom contained within each parable, revealing their profound
relevance to contemporary life. With clarity and depth, he guides readers through the subversive
messages embedded within these seemingly simple stories, urging us to break free from the grip of
worldly values and embrace the radical teachings of Jesus. The Scandal of the Kingdom is not just a
book--it's a call to action. Willard challenges readers to move beyond passive acceptance of
comfortable dogmas and instead to actively engage with the values of the kingdom of God. He
reminds us that the kingdom is not some distant future destination but a present reality, beckoning
us, as the parables of Jesus did, to live with a new purpose and intentionality in the here and now.
Through insightful analysis and practical wisdom, Willard empowers readers to transform their lives
and communities by embodying the radical love, compassion, and justice exemplified in Jesus's
parables. This book is a beacon of hope for Christians seeking to deepen their faith and live more
authentically in accordance with the teachings of Christ. Willard empowers us to: Become more
passionate about living the gospel in the full scope of Jesus's vision for us Better share the faith of
Jesus with those disillusioned with Christianity Unlock the excitement of living in the upside-down
kingdom of God Share the gospel of Jesus in the way he did A significant new resource for Christians
worldwide, this book offers a road map for spiritual growth and renewal in an increasingly complex
and challenging world. With its profound insights and transformative message, it is destined to leave
a lasting impact on the hearts and minds of believers everywhere.

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: Renovation of the Heart Dallas Willard, 2014-02-27 As
Christians, we know that we are new creations in Jesus. So we try to act differently, hoping this will
make us more like Him. But changing our outward behavior doesn’t change our hearts. Only by
God’s grace can we be transformed internally. Renovation of the Heart lays a biblical foundation for
understanding what best-selling author Dallas Willard calls the “transformation of the spirit”—a
divine process that “brings every element in our being, working from inside out, into harmony with
the will of God.” This fresh approach to spiritual growth explains the biblical reasons why Christians



need to undergo change in six aspects of life: thought, feeling, will, body, social context, and soul.
Willard also outlines a general pattern of transformation in each area, not as a sterile formula but as
a practical process that you can follow without the guilt or perfectionism so many Christians wrestle
with. Don't settle for complacency. Accept the challenge Renovation of the Heart offers to become
an intentional apprentice of Jesus Christ, changing daily as you walk with Him.

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: The Great Omission Dallas Willard, 2006-06-13 The last
command Jesus gave the church before he ascended to heaven was the Great Commission, the call
for Christians to make disciples of all the nations. But Christians have responded by making
Christians, not disciples. This, according to brilliant scholar and renowned Christian thinker Dallas
Willard, has been the church's Great Omission. The word disciple occurs 269 times in the New
Testament, writes Willard. Christian is found three times and was first introduced to refer precisely
to disciples of Jesus. . . . The New Testament is a book about disciples, by disciples, and for disciples
of Jesus Christ. But the point is not merely verbal. What is more important is that the kind of life we
see in the earliest church is that of a special type of person. All of the assurances and benefits
offered to humankind in the gospel evidently presuppose such a life and do not make realistic sense
apart from it. The disciple of Jesus is not the deluxe or heavy-duty model of the Christian -- especially
padded, textured, streamlined, and empowered for the fast lane on the straight and narrow way. He
or she stands on the pages of the New Testament as the first level of basic transportation in the
Kingdom of God. Willard boldly challenges the thought that we can be Christians without being
disciples, or call ourselves Christians without applying this understanding of life in the Kingdom of
God to every aspect of life on earth. He calls on believers to restore what should be the heart of
Christianity -- being active disciples of Jesus Christ. Willard shows us that in the school of life, we
are apprentices of the Teacher whose brilliance encourages us to rise above traditional church
understanding and embrace the true meaning of discipleship -- an active, concrete, 24/7 life with
Jesus.

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: A Dallas Willard Dictionary Elane O'Rourke, 2013-09-21
Words shouldn't get in the way of wisdom. A Dallas Willard Dictionary helps readers of Dallas
Willard's books understand his more complex concepts. Each entry provides an introduction, a
concise definition, and supporting references from Willard's books and essays. And, through
illustrations, examples, and exercises you will be able to apply the concept to your own life. ALSO
AVAILABLE ON KINDLE at http: //goo.gl/sluwZv

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: Living in Christ's Presence Dallas Willard, 2013-12-26
Dallas Willard explores what it means to live well now in light of God's kingdom. This book is
adapted from the talks given at the February 2013 Dallas Willard Center Knowing Christ Today
conference. Each chapter is followed with an illuminating dialogue between Dallas Willard and John
Ortberg.

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: The Spirit of Our Politics Michael R. Wear,
2024-01-23 For those discouraged and exhausted by the bitterness and rage in our politics, Michael
Wear offers a new paradigm of political involvement rooted in the teachings of Jesus and drawing
insights from Dallas Willard's approach to spiritual formation. When political division shows up not
only on the campaign trail but also at our dinner tables, we wonder: Can we be part of a better way?
The Spirit of Our Politics says yes, offering a distinctly Christian approach to politics that results in
healing rather than division, kindness rather than hatred, and hope rather than despair. In this
profound and hope-filled book, Michael Wear--a leading thinker and practitioner at the intersection
of faith and politics--applies insights taken from the work of Dallas Willard to argue that by focusing
on having the right politics, we lose sight of the kind of people we are becoming, to destructive
results. This paradigm-shifting book reveals: Why we need to reframe how we view our political
involvement as Christians How as Christians we can reorient our politics for the good of others The
crucial connection between discipleship to Jesus and political involvement A different way of talking
about politics that is edifying, not stomach-turning How to navigate political strife in churches and
small groups Why who we are in our political life is not quarantined from who we are in real life Why



gentleness is entirely possible in our political discourse The Spirit of Our Politics is for readers of
any political perspective who long for a new way to think about and engage in politics. That new
approach begins with a simple question: What kind of person would I like to be?

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: Preparing for Heaven Gary Black, Jr., 2015-10-13 In his
acclaimed books, renowned writer, speaker, and philosophy professor Dallas Willard explored the
nature of Christian life in God's Kingdom. Yet one topic remained undisclosed: Willard's
understanding of heaven and eternal life. In the months before his death, Willard engaged in moving
and insightful conversations about the meaning of life and the life to come with close friend and
theologian Gary Black Jr. These inspiring dialogues were steeped in biblical theology as well as
practical wisdom grounded in the here-and-now. In Preparing for Heaven Black reveals not only
Willard's profound and liberating vision of life after death, he also deftly unpacks the implications
these realities hold for our lives today. Black shows how Willard understood our mortal lives as
preparation for what comes next—that death is not the end of one life and the beginning of another,
but rather a transition through which we continue the transformational work begun on Earth.
Informative, challenging, and poignant, Willard and Black's conversations and insights challenge us
to reconsider our beliefs—that perhaps the line separating the afterlife from this life is not as
absolute as we think, and that there is work to be done both now and in the glorious life to come. As
a result we will find that our faith is more vibrant—and eternal—than we have dared to imagine.

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: Life-Changing Love John Ortberg, 2015-05-05 How do
you explain a love that has no explanation? What will happen if you let it touch your heart? God loves
you not because you are flawless, not because you are a perfect person, but just because you are
you. In Life-Changing Love, John Ortberg reveals the God you've longed to encounter: a Father
head-over-heels in love with you, his child, and intensely committed to your highest joy. Ortberg
takes you to the very focus of who God is to discover a burning, passionate love that gives, and gives,
and gives. He explores the life-changing ways this love has expressed itself through Jesus. And he
shows how you can love your mate, your family, your friends, and the world around you with the
same practical, transforming love. Dispelling your fears and misconceptions of God, Life-Changing
Love brings you face-to-face with the Love that frees and empowers you to love.

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: The Second Swordsman Writes Again Heard Lowry,
2024-02-08 In this sequel to The Second Swordsman, you'll continue to probe the truths of the
gospel through the eyes of a narrator from biblical times. The central character draws on his
experiences with Jesus and the early days of the growing church. The title is drawn from the disciple
who had the second sword in the garden of Gethsemane but never used it, as Peter did his - making
him an inside player who is anonymous enough to build thought-provoking stories as he carries out
his ministry. Grounded in teachings from the New Testament, the vignettes also draw on the
author’s own experiences and encounters to share powerful lessons through the eyes of a
first-person narrator who journeyed through the land on a mission to present the Good News. That
journey portrays what life might have been like during the unfolding of the “Greatest Story Ever
Told.” The collection is organized into sections to consider aspects of the narrator’s mission, the
creative nature of our response, struggles that are encountered along the way, and how our spiritual
ideas can be reshaped. Move closer to Christ and His Kingdom with the incredible stories in The
Second Swordsman Writes Again.

dallas willard the divine conspiracy: Logic and the Way of Jesus Travis Dickinson,
2022-02-15 The major claim of Dickinson’s work is that if we embrace the life of the Christian mind,
we can impact this world for the cause and kingdom of Christ.
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