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Constructionist Perspective on Social Problems: Understanding Society Through a
Constructed Lens

constructionist perspective on social problems offers a unique way to look at the
many issues that societies face. Unlike traditional views that see social problems as
objective conditions existing independently of human interpretation, the constructionist
approach emphasizes the role of social processes, language, and collective meaning-
making in defining what counts as a social problem. This perspective invites us to question
how and why certain issues gain attention, become labeled as problems, and influence
social policy and public perception.

What Is the Constructionist Perspective on Social
Problems?

At its core, the constructionist perspective argues that social problems are not simply “out
there” waiting to be discovered. Instead, they are actively constructed through social
interactions, media representations, political debates, and cultural narratives. This means
that what one group or society sees as a pressing social problem might be regarded quite
differently by another group or in another context.

The idea stems from symbolic interactionism and social constructionism theories, which
focus on how people create meanings through communication and shared understandings.
When applied to social problems, this approach suggests that societal issues are the
product of collective definitions rather than objective realities.

Key Concepts in the Constructionist Approach

Several important ideas shape the constructionist perspective on social problems:

- **Social Construction of Reality:** Our understanding of the world is shaped by social
processes and shared meanings rather than objective facts alone.
- **Claims-Making:** Social problems emerge through claims-makers—individuals or groups
who articulate grievances and convince others that an issue deserves public attention.
- **Framing:** How a problem is presented influences public perception and policy
response. Frames highlight certain aspects while downplaying others.
- **Moral Entrepreneurs:** These are actors who invest energy in defining behavior as
deviant or problematic, often pushing for legal or social change.
- **Social Context:** The cultural, political, and historical environment affects which issues
become recognized as social problems.



How Social Problems Are Constructed

Understanding the process through which social problems are constructed helps reveal why
some issues catch the spotlight while others remain marginalized.

The Role of Claims-Makers

Claims-makers can be activists, advocacy groups, politicians, media outlets, or experts who
spotlight certain behaviors or conditions as problematic. Their ability to shape public
discourse often depends on factors like credibility, access to media, and alignment with
prevailing cultural values.

For example, environmental activists have played a significant role in framing climate
change as a critical social problem, influencing public awareness and government policies
worldwide.

Media Influence and Public Perception

The media acts as a powerful intermediary in constructing social problems. News coverage,
documentaries, and social media discussions contribute to how issues are framed and
which stories gain traction. Sensationalism or selective reporting can amplify certain
problems while ignoring others.

Moreover, the rise of digital platforms has democratized claims-making, allowing grassroots
movements to challenge dominant narratives and bring new social problems to light.

Social Context and Cultural Values

Not all social problems translate equally across different societies or time periods. Cultural
norms, political ideologies, and historical experiences shape which issues are recognized
and how they are understood. For instance, drug abuse might be framed as a criminal
justice issue in some countries, while in others, it is treated primarily as a public health
concern.

Implications of the Constructionist Perspective on
Social Problems

Embracing the constructionist perspective encourages a more critical and nuanced
approach to social problems, which can impact research, policy-making, and activism.



Rethinking Objectivity and Problem Definition

Since social problems are defined through social processes, it becomes essential to
question who gets to define these problems and whose interests are served. This
awareness can help avoid simplistic or biased portrayals that might stigmatize certain
groups or overlook structural causes.

Policy and Social Change

Understanding the constructionist approach can inform more effective social policies by
recognizing the importance of framing and public support. Social movements often succeed
not only by highlighting injustices but also by crafting compelling narratives that resonate
with broader societal values.

Encouraging Inclusive Dialogue

Acknowledging that social problems are constructed invites participation from diverse
voices. This can promote more democratic discussions where marginalized perspectives
challenge dominant claims and contribute to more equitable solutions.

Examples Illustrating the Constructionist
Perspective

Homelessness as a Social Problem

Homelessness is often portrayed in various ways depending on who is making the claim.
Some frames emphasize individual responsibility or moral failure, while others highlight
systemic issues like housing shortages, poverty, and mental health. The constructionist lens
shows how these differing frames affect public attitudes and policy responses.

Substance Abuse and Addiction

The framing of substance abuse has evolved over time. Earlier views tended to criminalize
drug users, whereas more recent narratives increasingly frame addiction as a medical
condition requiring treatment. This shift illustrates how social problems can be
reconstructed to influence social support and legal approaches.



Cyberbullying and Online Harassment

As digital technology has advanced, new social problems have emerged. Cyberbullying is a
prime example where societal recognition of harm has grown through claims-making by
victims, parents, educators, and policymakers. The constructionist perspective helps us
understand how this issue gained legitimacy and led to new laws and educational
campaigns.

Challenges and Criticisms of the Constructionist
Perspective

While the constructionist perspective offers valuable insights, it is not without challenges
and critiques.

Potential Relativism

Some argue that emphasizing the constructed nature of social problems risks sliding into
relativism, where any issue can be dismissed as “just a matter of perspective.” This can
complicate efforts to address real harms and injustices.

Neglecting Material Conditions

Critics also point out that focusing on definitions and discourse may underplay the objective
existence of social issues. For example, poverty or environmental degradation have
tangible impacts regardless of social framing.

Balancing Construction and Reality

The most fruitful approach often combines the constructionist view with recognition of
material realities, acknowledging that social problems arise from both objective conditions
and socially constructed meanings.

Applying the Constructionist Perspective in
Research and Activism

For sociologists, policymakers, and activists, the constructionist perspective offers practical
tools to analyze and influence social problems effectively.



Analyzing Social Movements

By studying how movements frame their causes and mobilize claims-makers, researchers
can better understand why some campaigns succeed or fail. This helps activists craft more
persuasive messages and build coalitions.

Designing Responsive Policies

Policymakers can benefit from recognizing the role of framing and public opinion in shaping
social problems. Tailoring communication strategies and engaging diverse stakeholders can
increase policy legitimacy and effectiveness.

Promoting Critical Media Literacy

Educating the public about how social problems are constructed encourages more critical
consumption of news and social media, reducing susceptibility to misinformation and
sensationalism.

Social problems are complex phenomena shaped by a tangled mix of facts, values, and
social processes. The constructionist perspective on social problems invites us to look
beyond surface appearances and explore how collective meanings influence what society
regards as urgent issues. This approach not only deepens our understanding but also
empowers us to participate thoughtfully in shaping social change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the constructionist perspective on social
problems?
The constructionist perspective views social problems as issues that are created, defined,
and perceived through social processes and interactions rather than as objective
conditions. It emphasizes how society collectively constructs and gives meaning to certain
conditions as problems.

How does the constructionist perspective differ from
the objectivist perspective on social problems?
While the objectivist perspective treats social problems as tangible, measurable conditions
that exist independently of human perception, the constructionist perspective argues that
social problems are subjective and arise from collective definitions and social reactions to
particular conditions.



What role do social movements play in the
constructionist perspective on social problems?
Social movements are crucial in the constructionist perspective because they actively work
to define, frame, and bring attention to certain issues, thereby shaping public perception
and influencing whether a condition is recognized as a social problem.

Can you give an example of a social problem from a
constructionist viewpoint?
From a constructionist viewpoint, drug addiction may be considered a social problem not
simply because of its harmful effects, but because society labels it as problematic, leading
to specific social responses, policies, and stigma that shape its meaning and impact.

How does the constructionist perspective help in
understanding policy responses to social problems?
The constructionist perspective helps explain that policy responses are influenced by how
social problems are defined and framed by key actors and society at large. Since definitions
can vary, policies may differ depending on the narratives and claims made about the
problem.

Additional Resources
Constructionist Perspective on Social Problems: An In-Depth Analysis

constructionist perspective on social problems offers a distinct lens through which to
understand societal issues. Rather than viewing social problems as fixed or objective
realities, this perspective emphasizes the role of social processes, interactions, and
interpretations in defining what constitutes a problem. The constructionist approach
challenges traditional frameworks that treat social problems as inherent conditions, instead
focusing on how various actors—media, policymakers, interest groups, and the
public—construct and negotiate the meaning of social issues.

This article explores the constructionist perspective on social problems by delving into its
theoretical underpinnings, implications for policy and society, and its contrasts with other
sociological approaches. By integrating relevant research findings, examples, and critical
viewpoints, the discussion aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of how social
problems are socially constructed and the consequences of this viewpoint for addressing
contemporary challenges.

Understanding the Constructionist Perspective on
Social Problems

At its core, the constructionist perspective posits that social problems do not exist



independently in a tangible sense; rather, they are the product of collective human
definitions and claims-making. This approach draws heavily on symbolic interactionism and
social constructionism, emphasizing the subjective nature of social reality. Social problems
emerge when individuals or groups articulate grievances and frame conditions as
problematic, thereby attracting attention and demanding action.

Unlike positivist or objectivist perspectives that rely on measurable data to identify social
problems (such as crime rates or poverty statistics), the constructionist viewpoint is more
concerned with the processes by which issues become recognized as social problems. This
involves examining how problems are presented in discourse, how claims-makers build
credibility, and how audiences respond. Thus, social problems are dynamic and contingent,
shaped by cultural norms, historical context, and power relations.

Key Features of the Constructionist Approach

Claims-Making: Central to the constructionist perspective is the concept of claims-
making, where individuals or groups assert that a condition is troubling and requires
attention.

Social Interaction: The definition of a social problem arises through interactions
among various stakeholders who negotiate meaning and legitimacy.

Role of Media: Media plays a pivotal role in amplifying or downplaying claims,
influencing public perception and agenda-setting.

Relativity and Contingency: Social problems vary across cultures and time periods,
highlighting their constructed and fluid nature.

Power Dynamics: The ability to define social problems often depends on social
power, with dominant groups more capable of shaping narratives.

Comparing Constructionist and Objectivist
Perspectives

The constructionist perspective on social problems stands in contrast to the objectivist
stance, which views social problems as objective conditions that cause harm and can be
empirically measured. Objectivists prioritize statistical data and expert evaluations to
identify social problems such as unemployment, drug addiction, or environmental
degradation. They argue that these problems exist independently of social perceptions and
require intervention based on objective criteria.

In comparison, constructionists argue that social problems only become such when
recognized and framed as problematic by society. For example, while poverty may exist as
an economic condition, it becomes a social problem when it draws public concern, policy



debates, and media attention. This distinction underscores the importance of
understanding how social problems are framed and contested rather than assuming their
inherent existence.

Both perspectives offer valuable insights. Objectivist approaches provide concrete
measures essential for policy formulation, while constructionist analyses reveal the
processes through which issues gain prominence or fade. Policymakers and social scientists
often integrate elements of both to develop nuanced interventions.

Implications for Policy and Social Change

The constructionist perspective has profound implications for how societies address social
problems. Recognizing that problems are socially constructed suggests that solutions must
also account for the framing and narratives that shape public understanding. Policies
grounded solely in objective measures may fail if they do not resonate with the prevailing
social definitions or if they overlook marginalized voices in claims-making processes.

This perspective encourages a more participatory approach to social problem-solving,
where diverse groups contribute to defining issues and crafting responses. It also highlights
the importance of media literacy and critical engagement with how problems are
presented. By analyzing claimsmaking strategies, policymakers can better anticipate
resistance, support, or unintended consequences.

Furthermore, the constructionist lens provides a tool for activists and social movements to
strategically frame their causes to garner support. For instance, movements addressing
climate change or systemic racism often seek to reshape public discourse to reposition
these issues as urgent social problems deserving immediate action.

Critiques and Limitations of the Constructionist
Perspective

While the constructionist perspective offers valuable insights, it is not without criticisms.
One common critique is that by emphasizing the subjective nature of social problems, it
risks relativism or trivializing genuine suffering. Critics argue that some conditions—such as
violence or disease—have objective harms that should not be overshadowed by debates
over their social construction.

Additionally, the constructionist focus on discourse and claims-making may underplay
structural factors and material realities that contribute to social problems. For example,
systemic poverty involves economic and political dimensions that cannot be fully
understood through social definitions alone.

There is also the challenge of operationalizing the constructionist approach in empirical
research. Measuring the processes of claims-making and framing is complex and often
requires qualitative methods, which may limit generalizability.



Despite these limitations, many scholars advocate for integrating constructionist insights
with structural analyses to offer a more holistic understanding of social problems.

Examples Illustrating the Constructionist Perspective

Drug Use: The social problem of drug addiction has undergone significant shifts in
public perception. What was once framed largely as a criminal issue has, in some
contexts, been reconstructed as a public health problem, influencing policy and
treatment approaches.

Homelessness: Homelessness is not only an economic or social condition but also a
matter of social definition. Media portrayals and political discourse shape whether
homelessness is seen as a personal failing, a systemic failure, or a human rights issue.

Climate Change: The recognition of climate change as a social problem is a recent
development, heavily dependent on scientific claims, media framing, and political
advocacy to construct it as a pressing global issue.

These examples demonstrate how social problems evolve through ongoing social processes
rather than existing as fixed realities.

Conclusion: Navigating the Complex Terrain of
Social Problems

The constructionist perspective on social problems provides a critical framework for
understanding the fluid and negotiated nature of societal issues. By focusing on how
problems are framed, claimed, and contested, this approach sheds light on the social
dynamics that influence public awareness and policy responses. While it challenges
objectivist views and faces certain critiques, the constructionist lens remains essential for
capturing the complexities of contemporary social problems in an interconnected and
media-driven world.

Incorporating this perspective encourages stakeholders—from researchers to policymakers
and activists—to engage more reflexively with the meanings and narratives surrounding
social problems. Ultimately, this can lead to more inclusive, adaptable, and effective
approaches to addressing the challenges societies face today.

Constructionist Perspective On Social Problems

  constructionist perspective on social problems: Challenges and Choices James A.
Holstein, Gale Miller, 2024-11-01 The social constructionist perspective has revolutionized the way
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that social scientists investigate social problems. Constructing Social Problems (Spector and Kitsuse
[1977] 2001) offered the guiding statement of the approach, which both transformed and revitalized
the sociology of social problems, propelling it into a quarter century of exciting and innovative
empirical research. John Kitsuse and Malcolm Spector challenged conventional approaches to the
field; they insisted on treating social problems as social constructions--as the products of
claims-making and constitutive definitional processes. The purpose of this book is to highlight
contemporary challenges to the social constructionist perspective on social problems. In 1993, two
collections of essays, Reconsidering Social Constructionism: Debates in Social Problems Theory
(Holstein and Miller 1993) and Constructionist Controversies: Issues in Social Problems Theory
(Miller and Holstein 1993), brought a wide variety of constructionist challenges into focus.
Challenges and Choices attempts to distill these debates, and offers some compelling suggestions for
how challenges may be met and where constructionist studies might proceed in the future. While
each of the essays in this volume deeply appreciates the constructionist approach, each of them
points to issues and choices that social constructionists must confront if the perspective is to
continue to be a vital part of ongoing debates on social problems. The essays critique previous
constructionist formulations; make suggestions for advancing, expanding, or diversifying the
constructionist agenda; and challenge the perspective to move in new directions. They remind us
that social constructionism is an ongoing, not a finished, product, and the essays point to some of
the choices available to social constructionists in moving their projects into new, even uncharted,
territories. James A. Holstein and Gale Miller are professors in the Department of Social and
Cultural Sciences at Marquette University.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Challenges and Choices James A.
Holstein, Gale Miller, The social constructionist perspective has revolutionized the way that social
scientists investigate social problems. Constructing Social Problems (Spector and Kitsuse [1977]
2001) offered the guiding statement of the approach, which both transformed and revitalized the
sociology of social problems, propelling it into a quarter century of exciting and innovative empirical
research. John Kitsuse and Malcolm Spector challenged conventional approaches to the field; they
insisted on treating social problems as social constructions--as the products of claims-making and
constitutive definitional processes. The purpose of this book is to highlight contemporary challenges
to the social constructionist perspective on social problems. In 1993, two collections of essays,
Reconsidering Social Constructionism: Debates in Social Problems Theory (Holstein and Miller
1993) and Constructionist Controversies: Issues in Social Problems Theory (Miller and Holstein
1993), brought a wide variety of constructionist challenges into focus. Challenges and Choices
attempts to distill these debates, and offers some compelling suggestions for how challenges may be
met and where constructionist studies might proceed in the future. While each of the essays in this
volume deeply appreciates the constructionist approach, each of them points to issues and choices
that social constructionists must confront if the perspective is to continue to be a vital part of
ongoing debates on social problems. The essays critique previous constructionist formulations; make
suggestions for advancing, expanding, or diversifying the constructionist agenda; and challenge the
perspective to move in new directions. They remind us that social constructionism is an ongoing, not
a finished, product, and the essays point to some of the choices available to social constructionists in
moving their projects into new, even uncharted, territories. James A. Holstein and Gale Miller are
professors in the Department of Social and Cultural Sciences at Marquette University.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Thinking About Social Problems
Donileen Loseke, 2017-07-05 The new second edition of this distinctive and widely adopted textbook
brings into the classroom an overview of how images of social problems can shape not only public
policy and social services, but also the ways in which we make sense of ourselves and others. It
introduces two primary changes. First, some attention is devoted to the new social movements that
emphasize social change through identity transformation rather than through structural change.
Second, the text now also looks more closely at the importance of emotions in constructing public
consciousness of social problems.When the first edition was published, Teaching Sociology noted,



Loseke does a superb job explaining the relationship between sociology and social problems in a text
that is very well research and engaging, yet with tremendous attention to detail and accuracy...
[W]ould provide a solid base for any social problems class. Contemporary Sociology wrote that the
book is engagingly well written in a personal, unpretentious style, and well informed by the author's
knowledge of the professional literature.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Constructionist Controversies Gale Miller,
James A. Holstein, Constructionist Controversies reviews the substantial con- tributions to social
problems theory that have been made by social constructionist theorists and examines debates about
the future of this perspective. Intended for the student, the volume provides a succinct formulation
of all the major issues of social constructionism by contributors who are well recognized within the
field for the strength with which they articulate their own widely varied viewpoints.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Reconsidering Social Constructionism
James A. Holstein, Gale Miller, 2006-10-01 With the impact of social interactionist and ethnographic
methodology twenty-five years ago, the research agenda in social problems began to shift its focus,
giving rise to the Social Constructionism movement. The present volume and the related shorter
text, Constructionist Controversies, review the substantial contributions made by social
constructionist theorists over that period, as well as recent debates about the future of the
perspective. These contributions redefine the purpose and central questions of social problems
theory and articulate a research program for analyzing social problems as social constructions. A
generation of theorists has been trained in the constructionist perspective and has extended it
through numerous analyses of diverse aspects of contemporary social life. The debates in this
volume pose fundamental questions about the major assumptions of the perspective, the ways in
which it is practiced, and the purposes of social problems theory. Their point of departure is Ibarra
and Kitsuse's essay, cutting new theoretical ground in calling for investigating vernacular resources,
especially rhetorical forms, in the social problems process. Contributors are forceful proponents
both within and outside of the social constructionist community, who take a broad array of positions
on the current state of social problems theory and on the rhetorical forms that need exploring. They
also lay down the general lines for diverse and often competing programs for the future development
of the constructionist agenda. James A. Holstein is professor in and chair of the Department of Social
and Cultural Sciences, Marquette University. He is the editor of Social Problems. He has published
over three-dozen books on topics such as the family, metal health and illness, social problems, the
self, and quantitative research methods. Gale Miller is professor of sociology, Marquette University.
His recent research focuses on social problems theory, and the social organization and use of
language in everyday life, particularly in human service organizations. He has published 24 books
and many scholarly articles.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Thinking About Social Problems
Donileen Loseke, 2017-07-05 The new second edition of this distinctive and widely adopted textbook
brings into the classroom an overview of how images of social problems can shape not only public
policy and social services, but also the ways in which we make sense of ourselves and others. It
introduces two primary changes. First, some attention is devoted to the new social movements that
emphasize social change through identity transformation rather than through structural change.
Second, the text now also looks more closely at the importance of emotions in constructing public
consciousness of social problems.When the first edition was published, Teaching Sociology noted,
Loseke does a superb job explaining the relationship between sociology and social problems in a text
that is very well research and engaging, yet with tremendous attention to detail and accuracy...
[W]ould provide a solid base for any social problems class. Contemporary Sociology wrote that the
book is engagingly well written in a personal, unpretentious style, and well informed by the author's
knowledge of the professional literature.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Social Problems Robert Heiner, 2002
Social Problems: An Introduction to Critical Constructionism synthesizes conflict theory and social
constructionism to help students think critically about social problem construction. A concise



alternative to the all-encompassing standard textbooks currently available, this book examines a
single theoretical paradigm in depth and demonstrates how theory can be used to understand a
breadth of real world phenomena. In six succinct chapters, it focuses on the four problems most
often found in social problems courses-inequality, family problems, crime/deviance, and
population/environment-analyzing each from a critical constructionist perspective. This approach,
popular among many sociologists, helps students conceive of social problems not as objective
situations that are out there, but as socially constructed phenomena whose importance varies
according to media attention and the needs of particular interest groups. The author makes the
important connection between the power of certain interest groups and their ability to draw the
public's attention toward certain problems and away from others. He recognizes the critical role that
the media plays in problem construction and provides a systematic critique of media interests. A
much-needed cross-cultural emphasis illustrates the range of possibilities in which social problems
and their solutions can be conceived; alternative problem construction commonly used outside the
United States is examined as well. Special attention is given to the effects of globalization and to the
role of corporate interests in problem construction. Offering students a solid theoretical background,
Social Problems: An Introduction to Critical Constructionism is intended primarily for social
problems courses. Given its readability and consistent application of theory, this book can also be
used in introductory sociology courses and social theory courses.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Reconsidering Social Constructionism
James A. Holstein, 2006-10-01 With the impact of social interactionist and ethnographic
methodology twenty-five years ago, the research agenda in social problems began to shift its focus,
giving rise to the Social Constructionism movement. The present volume and the related shorter
text, Constructionist Controversies, review the substantial contributions made by social
constructionist theorists over that period, as well as recent debates about the future of the
perspective. These contributions redefine the purpose and central questions of social problems
theory and articulate a research program for analyzing social problems as social constructions. A
generation of theorists has been trained in the constructionist perspective and has extended it
through numerous analyses of diverse aspects of contemporary social life. The debates in this
volume pose fundamental questions about the major assumptions of the perspective, the ways in
which it is practiced, and the purposes of social problems theory. Their point of departure is Ibarra
and Kitsuse's essay, cutting new theoretical ground in calling for investigating vernacular resources,
especially rhetorical forms, in the social problems process. Contributors are forceful proponents
both within and outside of the social constructionist community, who take a broad array of positions
on the current state of social problems theory and on the rhetorical forms that need exploring. They
also lay down the general lines for diverse and often competing programs for the future development
of the constructionist agenda. James A. Holstein is professor in and chair of the Department of Social
and Cultural Sciences, Marquette University. He is the editor of Social Problems. He has published
over three-dozen books on topics such as the family, metal health and illness, social problems, the
self, and quantitative research methods. Gale Miller is professor of sociology, Marquette University.
His recent research focuses on social problems theory, and the social organization and use of
language in everyday life, particularly in human service organizations. He has published 24 books
and many scholarly articles.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Reconsidering Social Constructionism
Gale Miller, James A. Holstein, 2017 With the impact of social interactionist and ethnographic
methodology twenty-five years ago, the research agenda in social problems began to shift its focus,
giving rise to the Social Constructionism movement. The present volume and the related shorter
text, Constructionist Controversies, review the substantial contributions made by social
constructionist theorists over that period, as well as recent debates about the future of the
perspective. These contributions redefine the purpose and central questions of social problems
theory and articulate a research program for analyzing social problems as social constructions. A
generation of theorists has been trained in the constructionist perspective and has extended it



through numerous analyses of diverse aspects of contemporary social life.The debates in this volume
pose fundamental questions about the major assumptions of the perspective, the ways in which it is
practiced, and the purposes of social problems theory. Their point of departure is Ibarra and
Kitsuse's essay, cutting new theoretical ground in calling for investigating vernacular resources,
especially rhetorical forms, in the social problems process.Contributors are forceful proponents both
within and outside of the social constructionist community, who take a broad array of positions on
the current state of social problems theory and on the rhetorical forms that need exploring. They
also lay down the general lines for diverse and often competing programs for the future development
of the constructionist agenda.--Provided by publisher.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Teaching Social Problems from a
Constructionist Perspective Kathleen S. Lowney, 2008-01-01
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Social Problems, Law, and Society
Kathryn A. Stout, Richard A. Dello Buono, William J. Chambliss, 2004-07-14 This volume represents
a critical, issue-oriented approach to law and society, emphasizing its important relationship to
contemporary social problems. Various empirical studies within the text explore the contradictory
dynamics of class as they relate to race and gender in both a national and global context, illustrating
the dialectical interplay between the state and social movements in the context of the larger political
economy.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Handbook of Social Problems George
Ritzer, 2004 Ritzer′s Handbook of Social Problems offers a comprehensive treatment of today′s
major societal issues. The articles are authored by some of the top scholars in the field and address
problem areas that will capture the interests of students and professors alike. The international
coverage is most welcome in this time of intensifying global inequalities. -Nancy Jurik, Arizona State
University The Handbook of Social Problems: A Comparative International Perspective provides a
unique, broadly comparative perspective on the current state of social problems and deviance in a
variety of societies around the world. Editor George Ritzer, along with leading U.S. and international
sociologists, examines the relationship between social problems and a society′s level of development
and affluence. The essays in this volume focus on four interrelated issues involved in the relationship
between social problems and the level of development and affluence: · Less developed and less
affluent societies are more likely to experience a range of social problems than developed and
affluent societies. · Affluence causes or at least brings with it a series of social problems that do not
exist in less affluent societies. · It is only with affluence that certain things can come to be imagined
as social problems, such as excessive consumption. · The very affluence of a society makes it
vulnerable to problems that would not be social problems in poorer societies. The Handbook
explores the theory of the weakness of the strong--in other words, strong or wealthy nations may
have greater vulnerability to some social problems than less developed or affluent societies. This
theory is clearly illustrated in this volume by the aftermath of September 11, 2001depicting the
vulnerability of the U.S. to social problems in far-removed corners of the world. In addition, the
international and comparative essays in this volume cover other important issues such as the impact
of modern technologies on social problems, ecological problems, global inequality, health as a social
problem, and much more. The Handbook of Social Problems is a vital resource for sociologists and
graduate students, as well as an excellent addition to any academic library.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Constructionist Controversies Gale
Miller, 2017-07-05 Constructionist Controversies reviews the substantial contributions to social
problems theory that have been made by social constructionist theorists and examines debates about
the future of this perspective. Intended for the student, the volume provides a succinct formulation
of all the major issues of social constructionism by contributors who are well recognized within the
field for the strength with which they articulate their own widely varied viewpoints.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: The Sociology of Social Problems Adam
Jamrozik, Luisa Nocella, 1998-07-13 Social problems such as unemployment, poverty and drug
addiction are a fact of life in industrialised societies. This book examines the sociology of social



problems from interesting and challenging perspectives. It analyses how social problems emerge
and are defined as such, who takes responsibility for them, who is threatened by them and how they
are managed, solved or ignored. The authors examine and critique existing theories of social
problems before developing their own theoretical framework. Their 'theory of residualist conversion
of social problems' explains how certain social problems threaten legitimate power structures, so
that problems of a social or political nature are transformed into personal problems, and the 'helping
professions' are left to intervene. This book will become a key reference on class, inequality and
social intervention and an important text for students in sociology and social work courses.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: The Cambridge Handbook of Social
Problems: A. Javier Treviño, 2018-03-22 The introduction of the Affordable Care Act in the United
States, the increasing use of prescription drugs, and the alleged abuse of racial profiling by police
are just some of the factors contributing to twenty-first-century social problems. The Cambridge
Handbook of Social Problems offers a wide-ranging roster of the social problems currently pressing
for attention and amelioration. Unlike other works in this area, it also gives great consideration to
theoretical and methodological discussions. This Handbook will benefit both undergraduate and
graduate students eager to understand the sociology of social problems. It is suitable for classes in
social problems, current events, and social theory. Featuring the most current research, the
Handbook provides an especially useful resource for sociologists and graduate students conducting
research.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Thinking about Social Problems Donileen R.
Loseke, 2003-01 An overview of how images of social problems can shape not only public policy and
social services, but also the ways in which we make sense of ourselves and others. It introduces two
primary changes. First, some attention is devoted to the new social movements that emphasize
social change through identity transformation rather than through structural change. Second, the
text now also looks more closely at the importance of emotions in constructing public consciousness
of social problems.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Handbook of Constructionist Research
James A. Holstein, Jaber F. Gubrium, 2013-10-21 Constructionism has become one of the most
popular research approaches in the social sciences. But until now, little attention has been given to
the conceptual and methodological underpinnings of the constructionist stance, and the remarkable
diversity within the field. This cutting-edge handbook brings together a dazzling array of scholars to
review the foundations of constructionist research, how it is put into practice in multiple disciplines,
and where it may be headed in the future. The volume critically examines the analytic frameworks,
strategies of inquiry, and methodological choices that together form the mosaic of contemporary
constructionism, making it an authoritative reference for anyone interested in conducting research
in a constructionist vein.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Social Problems Anna Leon-Guerrero,
2018-08-07 Empower your students to become part of the solution. The new Sixth Edition of Social
Problems: Community, Policy, and Social Action goes beyond the typical presentation of
contemporary social problems and their consequences by emphasizing the importance and
effectiveness of community involvement to achieve real solutions. With a clear and upbeat tone, this
thought-provoking text challenges readers to see the social and structural forces that determine our
social problems; to consider various policies and programs that attempt to address these problems;
and to recognize and learn how they can be part of the solution to social problems in their own
community. A Complete Teaching & Learning Package SAGE Premium Video Included in the
interactive eBook! SAGE Premium Video tools and resources boost comprehension and bolster
analysis. Learn more. SAGE coursepacks FREE! Easily import our quality instructor and student
resource content into your school’s learning management system (LMS) and save time. Learn more.
SAGE edge FREE online resources for students that make learning easier. See how your students
benefit.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Social Problems Donileen Loseke,



2017-09-20 This collection of focused essays is directed at several levels of students of social
problems. It is accessible to the uninitiated, who are not familiar with the constructionist literature,
and aimed at those who are not particularly interested in subtle theoretical and empirical issues of
concern to academics studying social problems from constructionist perspectives. Some readings
focus on the construction of problems by scientists and other professionals; others examine the work
of social activists, mass media, and social service personnel. Among the topics included are studies
of social inequalities and individual deviance; a comparison of the images of social problems in the
United States with those in other countries; and an examination of the importance of politics and
power in constructing public images of social problems. Constructionist perspectives have become
the leading theoretical approach for sociology and allied fields in studying social problems. Yet
constructionists' impact on the teaching of social problems has been far less dramatic.
Undergraduate courses on social problems are often subject to a theoretical barrage of eclectic
perspectives. Just as the first social problems textbooks did almost a century ago, textbooks continue
to present a series of unrelated chapters, each devoted to a particular social problem. Social
Problems is an effort at systematic analysis rather than random thought on the subject. Social
Problems presents detailed case studies demonstrating how constructionist perspectives can
actually be applied to understand particular social problems. While these articles can be read alone,
the editors have organized these selections to correspond with the chapter topics in the second
edition of Donileen Loseke's Thinking about Social Problems, an accessible introduction to
constructionist approaches. At the same time, some instructors who use this edited collection might
wish to provide their own mix to the selection process. Many of the contributions make multiple
points and so reasonably could be used to illustrate other basic texts or classic studies in the field of
social problems.
  constructionist perspective on social problems: Encyclopedia of Social Problems Vincent N.
Parrillo, 2008-05-22 From terrorism to social inequality and from health care to environmental
issues, social problems affect us all. The Encyclopedia will offer an interdisciplinary perspective into
these and many other social problems that are a continuing concern in our lives, whether we
confront them on a personal, local, regional, national, or global level.
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