casa monica hotel st augustine history

Casa Monica Hotel St Augustine History: A Timeless Jewel of Florida’s Oldest City

casa monica hotel st augustine history is a fascinating tale that intertwines
architecture, culture, and the spirit of one of America’s most historic cities. Nestled in the
heart of St. Augustine, Florida, Casa Monica Hotel stands as a remarkable testament to the
city’s Spanish heritage and its evolution over the past century. If you’ve ever wandered
through St. Augustine’s charming streets, you've likely noticed this iconic hotel’s
Mediterranean Revival architecture, but there’s so much more to its story than just its
stunning facade.

The Origins of Casa Monica Hotel: Vision of a
Visionary

The Casa Monica Hotel first opened its doors in 1888, a brainchild of Henry Flagler, a key
figure in Florida’s development and the man behind the Florida East Coast Railway. Flagler
wasn’t just a businessman; he was a visionary who saw the potential of Florida as a major
tourist destination. His impact on St. Augustine and the state’s east coast is monumental,
with Casa Monica being one of his crown jewels.

Originally named “Casa Monica” after a friend of Flagler’s wife, the hotel was designed to
offer luxurious accommodations to the burgeoning number of visitors arriving in St.
Augustine. The architecture reflects a blend of Moorish, Spanish, and Mediterranean
influences, illustrating Flagler’s desire to honor the city’s Spanish colonial past while
creating a modern resort for wealthy travelers.

The Architectural Style and Influences

Casa Monica’s architecture is truly a masterpiece of the Mediterranean Revival style,
popular in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This style features:

Stucco walls with warm earth tones

Arched windows and doorways

Intricate tile work and wrought iron balconies

Red-tiled roofs reminiscent of Spanish villas

e Ornate towers and turrets that add a romantic flair



These elements not only provided aesthetic appeal but also connected the hotel’s design to
the cultural heritage of St. Augustine, America’s oldest continuously occupied European-
established settlement.

Casa Monica’s Role in St. Augustine’s Social and
Cultural Scene

Throughout its early years, the Casa Monica Hotel was more than just a place to stay—it
was a social hub for the elite and an integral part of the city’s cultural landscape. Wealthy
tourists and dignitaries flocked to the hotel, enjoying lavish parties, elegant dining, and the
warm Florida climate.

In the early 1900s, the hotel hosted a variety of events that helped shape St. Augustine’s
reputation as a premier holiday destination. From grand balls to community gatherings,
Casa Monica became synonymous with luxury and hospitality.

Notable Guests and Events

Over the decades, Casa Monica welcomed a number of prominent figures, including
politicians, celebrities, and artists. The hotel’s reputation as a refined establishment
attracted visitors who appreciated both its beauty and its historical significance.

During the mid-20th century, the hotel also played a role in local civic events, serving as a
venue for meetings and celebrations that strengthened the community’s ties.

The Decline and Revival: Casa Monica Hotel
Through the 20th Century

Like many historic properties, Casa Monica experienced periods of decline as tastes and
travel trends changed. By the mid-1900s, the hotel had fallen into disrepair, and it ceased
operations for a time. However, its historical value and architectural grandeur never went
unnoticed.

In the late 20th century, a renewed interest in historic preservation led to efforts to restore

Casa Monica to its former glory. This restoration was not just about refurbishing a
building—it was about reviving a piece of St. Augustine’s soul.

The Restoration Process

The restoration of Casa Monica was a meticulous project aimed at preserving the hotel’s
original design while incorporating modern amenities. Preservationists and architects



worked carefully to:

Restore original tile and ironwork details

Repair structural elements without compromising historical integrity

Update guest rooms and public spaces to meet contemporary standards

Preserve the hotel’s historic charm while enhancing comfort

The successful restoration ensured Casa Monica’s place as both a functional hotel and a
living museum of St. Augustine’s architectural and cultural history.

Casa Monica Hotel Today: A Blend of History and
Modern Luxury

Today, Casa Monica Hotel is part of the Hilton Curio Collection, blending historic charm with
modern luxury. Visitors can enjoy the elegance of the past while experiencing top-notch
amenities, making it a favorite destination for tourists seeking both comfort and a
connection to history.

Experiencing History Through Hospitality

Staying at Casa Monica is like stepping back in time without sacrificing modern
conveniences. The hotel’s historic ballrooms, intricate décor, and elegant public spaces
provide a unique ambiance that tells the story of St. Augustine’s past. Meanwhile,
contemporary touches such as gourmet dining, spa services, and a rooftop bar ensure
guests have a memorable stay.

For travelers interested in Florida history, Casa Monica offers more than just lodging—it
provides an immersive experience that highlights the city’s rich heritage.

Tips for Visitors Interested in Casa Monica Hotel’s
History

If you're planning a visit to St. Augustine and want to explore the Casa Monica hotel’s
history more deeply, here are some tips to enhance your experience:

» Take a guided historic tour: Some tours focus specifically on Flagler’s architecture
and the hotel’s place in the city’s development.



e Explore nearby landmarks: The hotel’s location puts you close to Castillo de San
Marcos, the oldest masonry fort in the continental U.S., and St. George Street’s shops
and museums.

¢ Attend events: Casa Monica often hosts cultural and social events that celebrate its
heritage and the city’s traditions.

* Ask the staff: The hotel staff often have fascinating stories and insights about the
building’s history and the city’s evolution.

These suggestions can transform a simple visit into a rich educational experience.

The Enduring Legacy of Casa Monica in St.
Augustine

The Casa Monica Hotel’s history is a mirror reflecting the broader story of St. Augustine
itself—a city that embraces its past while evolving into a vibrant modern community. From
its origins as a luxury resort for elite travelers to its current status as a boutique hotel, Casa
Monica embodies the spirit of preservation and celebration of heritage.

For those intrigued by historic hotels, Spanish Revival architecture, or Florida’s oldest city,
the story of Casa Monica Hotel St Augustine history offers a captivating glimpse into how
history and hospitality blend seamlessly in this timeless landmark.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Casa Monica Hotel in St. Augustine
originally built?

The Casa Monica Hotel was originally built in 1888.

Who was the founder of the Casa Monica Hotel?

The Casa Monica Hotel was founded by Franklin W. Smith, a prominent entrepreneur and
preservationist.

What architectural style is the Casa Monica Hotel
known for?

The Casa Monica Hotel is known for its Moorish Revival architectural style.



Has the Casa Monica Hotel always been a hotel since its
construction?

No, the Casa Monica Hotel has undergone several changes, including periods of closure and
renovations, but it has primarily served as a hotel since its opening.

What role did the Casa Monica Hotel play in St.
Augustine's history?

The Casa Monica Hotel played a significant role in St. Augustine's development as a luxury
tourist destination during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Is the Casa Monica Hotel listed on any historic
registers?

Yes, the Casa Monica Hotel is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Has the Casa Monica Hotel undergone any major
renovations recently?

Yes, the Casa Monica Hotel underwent a major restoration and renovation that was
completed in 2018 to preserve its historic charm while updating its amenities.

Additional Resources

Casa Monica Hotel St Augustine History: A Deep Dive into One of Florida’s Most Iconic
Landmarks

casa monica hotel st augustine history traces the remarkable journey of one of the
oldest and most luxurious hotels in the United States. Nestled in the heart of St. Augustine,
Florida, Casa Monica stands as a testament to the city’s rich cultural heritage and
architectural grandeur. Over the decades, this historic hotel has not only served as a
luxurious retreat but also as a symbol of St. Augustine’s evolution from a colonial
settlement to a vibrant tourist destination. This article explores the intricate layers of Casa
Monica Hotel’s past, its architectural significance, and its role in shaping the hospitality
landscape of the region.

The Origins of Casa Monica Hotel

Constructed in 1888, Casa Monica Hotel was the brainchild of Franklin W. Smith, a
prominent architect and visionary entrepreneur known for his passion for Mediterranean
Revival architecture. Smith’s design drew heavily on Moorish and Spanish influences, which
were particularly fitting for St. Augustine—the oldest continuously inhabited European-
established settlement in the continental United States. The hotel was initially named Casa
Monica after St. Monica, the patron saint of mothers, reflecting a sense of warmth and



hospitality.

Franklin W. Smith’s ambition was to create a “winter playground” for affluent Northerners
who sought respite from harsh winters. The hotel was part of a broader development
strategy for St. Augustine, which included the construction of the Ponce de Leon Hotel by
Henry Flagler, another landmark that played a pivotal role in Florida’s tourism boom. Casa
Monica was designed to offer an opulent experience with modern amenities, blending old-
world charm with contemporary luxuries of the late 19th century.

Architectural Highlights and Features

Casa Monica’s architecture is a distinctive blend of Moorish Revival and Spanish Baroque
styles, characterized by intricate tile work, arched windows, and ornate iron balconies. The
use of bold colors, handcrafted details, and expansive verandas not only enhanced the
aesthetic appeal but also catered to the subtropical climate of Florida. The hotel’s strategic
location in downtown St. Augustine provided guests with panoramic views of Matanzas Bay
and easy access to historic landmarks.

Notably, Casa Monica was among the first hotels in Florida to feature central heating,
electric lighting, and private bathrooms—amenities that were cutting-edge at the time.
These innovations underscored the hotel’s commitment to comfort and luxury, helping it
earn early acclaim as a premier destination for discerning travelers.

Casa Monica Through the Decades

The history of Casa Monica Hotel is marked by periods of prosperity, decline, and revival,
mirroring the economic and social changes in St. Augustine and the broader United States.

Early Success and Expansion

In its early years, Casa Monica thrived as a hub for wealthy tourists, artists, and writers. Its
luxurious accommodations and vibrant social scene made it a popular venue for events and
gatherings. The hotel’s reputation was bolstered by its association with notable figures,
including literary icons and political leaders who frequented the establishment.

During the early 20th century, Casa Monica expanded its services and underwent several

renovations to keep pace with evolving guest expectations. However, the Great Depression
and World War Il brought challenges, leading to a decline in tourism and hotel revenues.

Mid-20th Century Decline and Transformation

By the mid-20th century, Casa Monica experienced a period of neglect and changing
ownership. The rise of automobile travel and the growth of new resort areas in Florida



shifted tourist attention away from St. Augustine’s historic district. Consequently, the hotel
struggled to maintain its status and eventually closed in the 1960s.

In the decades that followed, Casa Monica was repurposed for various uses, including as a
retirement hotel and office space. This phase in its history saw the gradual loss of some
original architectural details, although the building’s fundamental character remained
intact.

Revival and Modern-Day Legacy

The resurgence of interest in historic preservation during the late 20th century sparked
efforts to restore Casa Monica to its former glory. In 1999, the hotel was purchased by
Kimpton Hotels & Restaurants, marking the beginning of a comprehensive restoration
project that combined historic authenticity with modern luxury.

Restoration Efforts and Preservation

The restoration focused on reviving the hotel’s signature Moorish Revival elements while
upgrading facilities to meet contemporary standards. Craftsmen meticulously repaired tile
work, restored stained glass, and refurbished wrought iron fixtures. The project also
incorporated modern amenities such as a spa, gourmet dining options, and state-of-the-art
conference spaces, ensuring that the hotel could compete in today’s hospitality market
without compromising its historic essence.

Casa Monica’s Role in St. Augustine’s Tourism Industry

Today, Casa Monica Hotel stands as a premier destination for travelers seeking a blend of
history, luxury, and culture. Its location in the historic district places guests within walking
distance of landmarks like the Castillo de San Marcos, Flagler College, and the bustling St.
George Street.

The hotel’s revival has contributed significantly to the local economy by attracting tourists
and hosting events that celebrate the city’s heritage. Casa Monica also collaborates with
preservation societies and participates in cultural festivals, reinforcing its commitment to
honoring St. Augustine’s past.

Comparative Analysis: Casa Monica vs. Other
Historic Hotels in Florida

When examining historic hotels in Florida, Casa Monica holds a unique position due to its
architectural style and continuous adaptation to changing times. Unlike the Ponce de Leon
Hotel—now part of Flagler College—which ceased operations as a hotel in the 1960s, Casa



Monica has maintained its hospitality function, albeit with interruptions.

In comparison to other Mediterranean Revival hotels, such as the Vinoy Renaissance St.
Petersburg Resort & Golf Club, Casa Monica is smaller but more intimately connected to St.
Augustine’s colonial history. This connection enhances its appeal to visitors interested in
exploring Florida’s oldest city through a historical lens.

Pros and Cons of Staying at Casa Monica

e Pros: Rich historical ambiance, prime downtown location, luxurious accommodations,
access to cultural landmarks, and high-quality modern amenities.

e Cons: Limited parking options typical of historic downtown areas, some rooms may be
smaller compared to newer resorts, and premium pricing reflective of its boutique
status.

These factors contribute to Casa Monica’s niche appeal, attracting guests who prioritize
unique experiences over conventional resort-style offerings.

Casa Monica Hotel as a Cultural Icon

Beyond its role as a hospitality venue, Casa Monica Hotel embodies the layered narratives
of St. Augustine itself—from colonial beginnings through periods of growth, hardship, and
revival. It serves as a living museum where architecture, history, and modern luxury
converge. The hotel’s preservation efforts exemplify the broader movement to safeguard
Florida’s cultural heritage amid rapid development.

Moreover, Casa Monica hosts numerous events that celebrate local art, history, and cuisine,
positioning it as a cultural hub within the city. This dual function as both a hotel and a
community landmark ensures that its legacy continues to resonate with residents and
visitors alike.

Tracing the casa monica hotel st augustine history reveals a compelling story of ambition,
decline, and renaissance. Its enduring presence in the heart of America’s oldest city
underscores the importance of preserving historic landmarks while adapting them for
contemporary relevance. For travelers and historians alike, Casa Monica offers an
immersive glimpse into Florida’s past, wrapped in the comforts of present-day luxury.



Casa Monica Hotel St Augustine History

casa monica hotel st augustine history: Florida's Ghostly Legends and Haunted Folklore
Greg Jenkins, 2005-02 The history and legends behind a number of Florida's haunted locations,
including thorough background information on each locale and biographies of its ghostly residents,
plus bone-chilling accounts taken from firsthand witnesses of spooky phenomena. Volume 1
locations include Key West's La Concha Hotel, the Everglades, Stetson University, and the Sunshine
Skyway Bridge.

casa monica hotel st augustine history: Flagler's St. Augustine Hotels Thomas Graham,
2014-10-01 Near the end of the nineteenth century, Standard Oil millionaire Henry Morrison Flagler
ventured to St. Augustine, Florida, America's Oldest City, and transformed it into an exotic travel
destination for the social elite. He raised magnificent, fanciful Spanish Renaissance hotel palaces on
what had been orange grove and salt marsh. Then he connected his creation with the outside world
by building a modern railroad system. Flagler's hotels stand as monuments to innovation in
architecture and engineering. They were the first large buildings in the United States constructed of
poured concrete, and they pioneered use of novel amenities like electric lights, steam heat, and
elevators. They are still a vital part of modern St. Augustine. The Ponce de Leon, Flaglers
preeminent hotel, now houses Flagler College; the Alcazar now holds the City Hall and the Lightner
Museum. Only the Casa Monica (previously called the Cordova) is presently a hotel.

casa monica hotel st augustine history: St Augustine in History Rodney Carlisle,
2014-03-01 St. Augustine, America's oldest continuously occupied city, is a unique and enchanting
travel destination. This book presents more than 70 sites in their historical context. From the famed
Fountain of Youth to the Castillo de San Marcos, from the Old City Jail to Henry Flagler's three
beautiful hotels, from the Oldest House to Ripley's Believe It or Not Museum, St. Augustine has 500
years of history waiting to be explored. Arranged in chronological order, this book offers a digestible
description of each of the city's main time periods, from 1513 to the present, and then describes
associated attractions you can visit today. Next in series > > See all of the books in this series

casa monica hotel st augustine history: Revealing the Gilded Age's Architectural
Marvels Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-10 Step back in time to the Gilded Age and discover the
architectural marvels of St. Augustine, Florida, through the lens of Henry Morrison Flagler's iconic
hotels. In the late 19th century, Flagler, an industrial magnate and visionary, transformed this
ancient city into a playground for the wealthy and elite. At the heart of his vision were three
magnificent hotels—the Ponce de Leon, the Alcazar, and the Casa Monica—which remain
architectural masterpieces to this day. These hotels were not merely luxurious accommodations;
they were also showcases of cutting-edge design and engineering. Built using innovative techniques
and materials, they introduced a new level of comfort and convenience to the American hotel
experience. The Ponce de Leon, Flagler's grandest hotel, boasted electric lights, steam heat, and
elevators—all novelties at the time. The Alcazar, with its distinctive Moorish Revival style, became a
social and cultural hub for the city's elite. And the Casa Monica, with its elegant Victorian
architecture, has welcomed guests from around the world for over a century. Beyond their
architectural significance, Flagler's hotels played a pivotal role in the development of St. Augustine.
They attracted wealthy tourists, boosted the local economy, and helped to establish the city as a
leading winter resort destination. The hotels also had a profound impact on the city's social and
cultural life, hosting lavish parties, concerts, and other events that brought together the city's elite.
Today, St. Augustine's architectural treasures are a source of pride for the city and a reminder of its
rich history. Visitors from around the world come to admire the grandeur of Flagler's hotels and to
experience the unique charm of this historic city. Revealing the Gilded Age's Architectural Marvels
takes readers on a captivating journey through the history, architecture, and cultural significance of
these iconic landmarks. Through vivid descriptions, stunning photography, and captivating stories,
the book brings to life the Gilded Age glamour that once defined St. Augustine. Whether you are an
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architecture enthusiast, a history buff, or simply a lover of beautiful things, Revealing the Gilded
Age's Architectural Marvels is an essential guide to one of America's most treasured architectural
destinations. If you like this book, write a review!

casa monica hotel st augustine history: St. Augustine and St. Johns County William R
Adams, 2015-10-17 Some of the oldest historic sites in the United States are in and around St.
Augustine, Florida—the Ancient City. From Fort San Diego in the north to Dixie Highway in the
south, this book will guide you to all the best places in mainland St. Johns County—as well as many
more on Anastasia Island. And in the Ancient City itself, discover more than fifty sites—from the
Castillo de San Marcos and the City Gate to the National Cemetery and Lincolnville. Based on
professional historic surveys, this guide provides maps and directions as well as visitor information
and accurate historical narrative for each site. You can easily follow the trail of four hundred years
of history, as each section is organized geographically.

casa monica hotel st augustine history: St. Augustine and St. Johns County: Legends,
Treasures, and Natural Wonders Revealed Pasquale De Marco, Journey through the captivating
history, natural wonders, and cultural treasures of St. Augustine and St. Johns County in this
comprehensive guide. Immerse yourself in the rich heritage of the oldest continuously inhabited
European settlement in the United States, where Spanish colonial architecture, pirate lore, and
Native American traditions intertwine. Explore the iconic landmarks that define St. Augustine,
including the Castillo de San Marcos, a mighty fortress that guarded the city from foreign invaders,
and the Fountain of Youth, a legendary spring believed to possess rejuvenating powers. Wander
through the charming historic district, where cobblestone streets lead to art galleries, boutiques,
and inviting cafés. Venture beyond the city limits to discover the breathtaking natural beauty of St.
Johns County. Bask in the sun-kissed beaches of Anastasia State Park, where towering sand dunes
meet the Atlantic Ocean. Kayak through the serene waters of the Guana Tolomato Matanzas
National Estuarine Research Reserve, a haven for wildlife and nature enthusiasts. Cast your line in
the St. Johns River, renowned for its abundant fishing grounds. Encounter the fascinating creatures
that call the St. Augustine Alligator Farm Zoological Park home. Uncover the cultural heritage of St.
Augustine and St. Johns County through its museums, art galleries, and historical sites. Delve into
the past at the Ximenez-Fatio House Museum, a window into Spanish colonial life. Immerse yourself
in the arts at the St. Augustine Historical Society Museum or the Lightner Museum, home to an
eclectic collection of art and artifacts. Discover the stories of pirates, explorers, and Native
American tribes at the St. Augustine Pirate & Treasure Museum and the Oldest Store Museum.
Indulge in the culinary delights that await in St. Augustine and St. Johns County. From fresh seafood
caught daily to mouthwatering Spanish and Southern comfort food, the region's culinary scene is a
symphony of flavors. Savor delectable dishes at local restaurants, charming cafés, and bustling food
markets. Experience the vibrant atmosphere of St. George Street, lined with shops, galleries, and
restaurants. Discover unique treasures at the St. Augustine Farmers Market or the Old City Market
Place. Whether you seek outdoor adventures, cultural exploration, or culinary indulgence, St.
Augustine and St. Johns County offer an unforgettable experience. This guidebook is your key to
unlocking the secrets of this captivating region, ensuring a memorable and enriching journey. If you
like this book, write a review!

casa monica hotel st augustine history: National Galleries of History and Art Franklin
Webster Smith, 1900

casa monica hotel st augustine history: A Design and Prospectus for a National Gallery
of History and Art at Washington Franklin Webster Smith, 1891

casa monica hotel st augustine history: The Architecture of Leisure Susan R. Braden,
2018-02-26 The books in the Florida and the Caribbean Open Books Series demonstrate the
University Press of Florida’s long history of publishing Latin American and Caribbean studies titles
that connect in and through Florida, highlighting the connections between the Sunshine State and
its neighboring islands. Books in this series show how early explorers found and settled Florida and
the Caribbean. They tell the tales of early pioneers, both foreign and domestic. They examine topics



critical to the area such as travel, migration, economic opportunity, and tourism. They look at the
growth of Florida and the Caribbean and the attendant pressures on the environment, culture, urban
development, and the movement of peoples, both forced and voluntary. The Florida and the
Caribbean Open Books Series gathers the rich data available in these architectural, archaeological,
cultural, and historical works, as well as the travelogues and naturalists’ sketches of the area in
prior to the twentieth century, making it accessible for scholars and the general public alike. The
Florida and the Caribbean Open Books Series is made possible through a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, under the Humanities Open
Books program.

casa monica hotel st augustine history: Traveling Around the World with Mike and
Barbara Bivona Mike Bivona, 2013-11-01 Mike and Barbara Bivona have danced their way around
the world, embracing the colorful rhythms of each country and culture in their travels. Now, Mike,
the author of Dancing Around the World with Mike and Barbara Bivona, returns to share more of
their globe-trotting adventures in part one of a new travel memoir series. While cruising the islands,
they witnessed lava flowing into the surf off the shores of Hawaii and danced on a nightclub floor
that once saw the white-uniformed officers of the warships anchored at the naval station in Pearl
Harbor. Mike describes the thrill and challenge of learning the intricate steps of the Argentine tango
in Buenos Aires and, more importantly, absorbing its proper attitude from master dancers. The
brimstone fumes wreathing the slopes of Mt. Vesuvius transported them back in time, as the frozen
bodies of the unlucky residents of Pompeii and Herculaneumas well as the evidence of Romans lively
erotic imagination left on walls and sculptured into clayinspired numerous colorful conversations.
Mike and Barbaras shared passion for art and history has led them to seek out the haunts of other
lovers of adventureColumbus, Ponce de Leon, General Custer, circus impresario John Ringling, and
the elderly jazz musicians in New Orleans. Part memoir and part travelogue, this volume offers you a
trip around the world with the Bivonaswithout ever leaving your chair. Traveling Around the World
with Mike and Barbara Bivona by Michael Bivona CPA, published by IUniverse, was a winner in the
Annual Eric Hoffer Awards for Short Prose and Independent Books 2014 for eBooks nonfiction The
US Review of Books reviewed by Barbara Bamberger Scott.

casa monica hotel st augustine history: Historical Traveler's Guide to Florida Eliot
Kleinberg, 2015-10-17 From Fort Pickens in the Panhandle to Fort Jefferson in the ocean 40 miles
beyond Key West, historical travelers will find many adventures waiting for them in Florida. In this
new updated edition the author presents 74 of his favorites—17 of them are new to this edition, and
the rest have been completely updated. Along the Gulf Coast, see Henry Plant's Moorish jewel of a
hotel in Tampa; John Ringling's home and art and circus museums in Sarasota; and the humble
homes of Cuban and Italian cigar workers in legendary Ybor City. Up in north Florida visit Civil War
battlefields; stroll the University of Florida campus; and see buffalo and wild Spanish horses on
Paynes Prairie. In central Florida explore Eatonville, home of writer Zora Neale Hurston, and listen
to carillon music as you stroll the gardens around Bok Tower. Down in the keys find the 250-year-old
wreck of the San Pedro, a living museum in the sea and the Key West home of famous author Ernest
Hemingway.

casa monica hotel st augustine history: St. Augustine and the Civil War Robert Redd,
2014-02-11 When Florida seceded from the Union in 1861, St. Augustine followed much of the South
and widely supported the Confederacy. Many residents rushed to join the Confederate army. Union
forces, however, quickly seized the lightly protected town and used it as a rest area for battle-weary
troops. Seven Union regiments called the city home during the war. While no major engagement
took place in St. Augustine, the city is filled with Civil War history, from supporting the Confederacy
to accepting Union generals as respected residents. Join author Robert Redd as he details St.
Augustines rich history during the Civil War and in the postwar years.

casa monica hotel st augustine history: Historic Homes of Florida's First Coast Mary
Atwood, 2014-11-04 Some of the earliest European settlers colonized Northeast Florida when it was
little more than a wilderness. Today, the area is rich in multicultural heritage and historic




significance, and its historic homes stand as a testament to its intriguing past. Step inside a Second
Spanish Period structure that was home to European royalty and visited by iconic film star Greta
Garbo. Visit the places that inspired works such as Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings's Pulitzer
prize-winning novel The Yearling and British composer Frederick Delius's masterpiece, Florida
Suite. Author and award-winning photographer Mary Atwood explores the homes of early colonial
settlers, wealthy plantation owners, illustrious Florida artists and those responsible for shaping
Florida's First Coast.

casa monica hotel st augustine history: Secret St. Augustine: A Guide to the Weird,
Wonderful, and Obscure Elizabeth Randall, William Randall, 2024-08-15 It is no wonder the
ancient city of St. Augustine is steeped in secrets. St. Johns, the oldest continuously occupied county
in America celebrated its 450th birthday on September 4, 2015. More like a European enclave than
an urban landscape, it is a place of cannon fire, street parties, historical reenactments, concerts, and
more. From admiring replicas of fine art at Ripley’s Believe or Not, to hunting haunts in restaurants
and museums, to eating ice cream from a recipe originated by World War II bombardiers, St.
Augustine has it all from beaches, gourmet dining, festivals, and attractions. A young and vibrant
business community coexists with a rich history from the Spanish conquistadors, the British
aristocracy, antebellum Americans, and Civil Rights leaders. There are stories behind the forts, old
Spanish houses, a slave market, civil rights landmarks, museums, hotels, art galleries, a college that
was once a luxury hotel, and more. These places all have secrets to tell and, since it’s St. Augustine,
one or two ghost stories as well. Once you come to St. Augustine, you keep coming back. St.
Augustine is one place, despite its status as the oldest city, whose secrets never get old.

casa monica hotel st augustine history: Billionaire's Jet Set Babies Catherine Mann,
2011-10-01 While cleaning a jet for entrepreneur Seth Jansen, Alexa Randall finds the strangest
items: his one-year-old twins! Seth needs a temporary nanny; Alexa needs time for a one-on-one
business pitch. So she says yes to an intimate stay on a lush Florida island—and yes to the man
whose passion makes her question the choices she's made. Living in luxury brings back memories of
the world she left behind. The babies remind her of the family she once wanted. And the nights with
Seth are...incomparable. This billionaire could be the man of her dreams—if he's not out of her
league.

casa monica hotel st augustine history: Fodor's Florida 2011 Debbie Harmsen, Salwa
Jabado, Jess Moss, 2010-09-28 Provides complete travel information on the cities, small towns, and
resorts of Florida with advice on transportation, dining, sightseeing, accommodations, sports,
shopping, and other attractions

casa monica hotel st augustine history: Rand, McNally & Co.'s Handy Guide to the
Southeastern States, 1899

casa monica hotel st augustine history: Mr. Flagler’'s St. Augustine Thomas Graham,
2022-04-12 Arguably no man did more to make over a city-or a state-than Henry Morrison Flagler.
Almost single-handedly, he transformed the east coast of Florida from a remote frontier into the
winter playground of America's elite. Mr. Flagler's St. Augustine tells the story of how one of the
wealthiest men in America spared no expense in transforming the country's Oldest City into the
Newport of the South. He built railroads into remote areas where men feared to tread and erected
palatial hotels on swampland. He funded hospitals and churches and improved streets and parks.
The rich and famous flock.

casa monica hotel st augustine history: Cultural Sites of North Florida Ronnie Lovler, Dixie
Neilson, 2025-10-21 Discover local history through less-traveled places that reflect the stories and
communities of the region Cultural Sites of North Florida is your guide to 43 intriguing, little-known
destinations in the northern part of the Florida peninsula, from Crystal River to Jacksonville. In this
book, local experts Ronnie Lovler and Dixie Neilson highlight places that can be reached by a short
trip away from the highways and down meandering backroads, inviting you to discover forgotten
history, immerse yourself in the stories of diverse communities, and learn what makes this area of
the state unique. This book features a selection of small museums, culturally significant sites, nature



centers, and parks that many tourists and residents may have never explored. Locations include the
Florida Thoroughbred Breeders & Owners Association in Ocala, Morningside Nature Center in
Gainesville, Camp Blanding Museum and Memorial Park in Starke, the springs of Gilchrist County,
Florida Agricultural Legacy Learning Center near St. Augustine, the A. L. Lewis Museum at
American Beach, and many more. For each place, Lovler and Neilson describe what can be found
there, the story behind the site, and the importance of the site to the people in the community.
Whether you enjoy this book from your favorite cozy armchair or by hitting the road to see these
hidden gems for yourself, you will be rewarded with a deeper understanding of the past and present
of nearby towns and neighborhoods. And you will be inspired to keep exploring on your own as this
book shows there is so much more to investigate!

casa monica hotel st augustine history: Joyce Lafray's Big Guide to Florida Restaurants Joyce
LaFray, 2005-05-25 News from Booksurge.com FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE New Guide Reveals
Florida's Favorite Off-the-Beaten-Path Restaurants Traveling in Florida? Care about your taste buds
as well as your tan? Your mojito( aCuban cocktail) as well as the water temperature? If so, Joyce
LaFray's Big Guide to Florida Restaurants may be the book you're searching for. This newly revised
and expanded edition covers every corner of the state, from top to bottom, from the casual
Bahamian eateries of the Keys and funky hotspots of SouthBeach, to the giddy environs of Disney.
Always on the look out for the places where the locals go to dine, LaFray shares what other Florida
guides overlook, off-the-beaten path eateries that serve up the best values. Such a diverse
population as Florida's creates a fusion of cuisines: French, Thai, Vietnamese, Greek, Seminole
Indian, to name a few. A crossroads of island cuisines offersmenus that draw from African, Jamaican,
Spanish, Cuban and numerous other influences. Such a melting pot demands a critic with a
discerning palate. Is that red snapper fresh? Jerk pork cooked with authentic spices? Joyce LaFray,
cookbook author and Florida restaurant critic for 35 years has searched every nook and cranny and
shares with you the best of the best. LaFray is the author of over twenty guides and cookbooks,
including Cuba Cocina! The Tantalizing Flavors of Cuba, Tropic Cooking and Key Lime Cooking. Her
recipes forplantains will be featured in the May 2006 issue of Bon Appetit Magazine. The Facts:
Pages: 320 Size: 4 12 x 10, laminated cover, 101 Road Trips, Florida Recipes, Food Glossary
International Standard Book Number: 1-4196-0799-5
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