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Breaking the Law Guitar Tab: A Guide to Mastering the Classic Riff

breaking the law guitar tab is one of the most sought-after pieces by fans of
classic rock and heavy metal. This iconic track by Judas Priest has been a
staple for guitarists who want to capture the raw energy and rebellious
spirit of the late 1970s metal scene. Whether you're a beginner eager to
learn your first heavy metal riff or an experienced player aiming to perfect
your technique, understanding the breaking the law guitar tab is essential.

In this article, we will dive deep into the song’s structure, explore the
main riffs and solos, and provide tips on how to play breaking the law like a
pro. Along the way, you'll also discover some helpful insights about reading
guitar tabs, picking techniques, and the unique sound qualities that make
this song a timeless classic.

Understanding the Breaking the Law Guitar Tab

Breaking the law features a straightforward yet powerful guitar riff that
makes it accessible to guitarists at various skill levels. The tab notation
for this song provides a visual representation of the fretboard, showing you
exactly where to place your fingers to produce the song’s signature sound.

The Main Riff Breakdown

The main riff of breaking the law is played using power chords and palm-muted
open strings, creating a punchy rhythm that drives the song forward. The riff
is usually played on the low E and A strings, giving it that heavy, chunky
tone.

Here’s a simple breakdown of the riff:

- Start with the open low E string, palm-muted to give a percussive effect.
- Move to the F power chord at the 1st fret of the E string and 3rd fret of
the A string.
- Then jump to the Eb power chord at the 1st fret of the A string and 3rd
fret of the D string.
- The riff repeats with a steady rhythm, making it perfect for practicing
timing and muting techniques.

By mastering this riff, you’ll not only get the feel of the song but also
improve your overall rhythm guitar skills.



Reading Guitar Tabs for Breaking the Law

If you're new to guitar tabs, it’s important to understand how they work
before diving into this classic track. Guitar tabs are written on six lines
representing the guitar strings, with numbers indicating the fret to play.

When playing breaking the law, pay attention to:

- **Palm muting**, often indicated by “PM” or a series of dots beneath the
tablature.
- **Power chords**, which are typically played on two or three strings and
have a distinct, heavy sound.
- **Rhythm and timing**, which can be gleaned from the spacing between notes
on the tab.

Taking the time to read and interpret the breaking the law guitar tab
accurately will help you play with the right feel and energy.

Techniques to Nail the Breaking the Law Guitar
Parts

While the breaking the law guitar tab might seem straightforward, several
guitar techniques can elevate your performance and bring authenticity to your
playing.

Palm Muting

Palm muting is a key element in this song. It involves lightly resting the
edge of your picking hand near the bridge of the guitar to dampen the
strings. This creates a tight, muted sound that adds rhythmic punch to the
riff.

To practice:

- Place the palm of your picking hand just before the bridge.
- Pick the string while maintaining light pressure with your palm.
- Experiment with the amount of pressure to find the sweet spot where the
note is muted but still clear.

This technique is crucial for replicating the driving groove of breaking the
law.



Alternate Picking

The fast-paced nature of the song’s riffs benefits from alternate picking,
which involves alternating downstrokes and upstrokes with your picking hand.
This technique increases speed and efficiency while maintaining a clean
sound.

Start slow with a metronome:

- Play the riff at a comfortable tempo.
- Focus on consistent down-up picking.
- Gradually increase the speed as you become more confident.

Mastering alternate picking will help you keep the energy up throughout
breaking the law and other metal songs.

Power Chords and Muting

Power chords are the backbone of breaking the law’s riff. They are simple to
play but require precision to sound tight and powerful.

Here’s a quick tip:

- Use your index finger to bar the root note on the lowest string.
- Use your ring and pinky fingers to fret the fifth and octave notes.
- Make sure the strings you don’t want to ring are muted with your fretting
hand or picking hand.

Combining power chords with palm muting creates the aggressive tone that
Judas Priest is known for.

Exploring the Solo and Lead Guitar Sections

Breaking the law isn’t just about rhythm guitar; the lead guitar parts add
flair and energy to the track. The solo features classic metal techniques
like bends, hammer-ons, pull-offs, and fast runs.

Breaking the Law Solo Tab Insights

The solo starts with a melodic phrase that uses the minor pentatonic scale, a
favorite among metal guitarists for its bluesy yet aggressive sound.

Key points to focus on:



- **Bends:** Make sure to bend the string to the target pitch, not too sharp
or flat.
- **Hammer-ons and pull-offs:** These techniques allow for smooth note
transitions and speed.
- **Vibrato:** Adding vibrato on sustained notes gives expressiveness to the
solo.

Practicing these techniques slowly and accurately will help you capture the
essence of the breaking the law guitar solo.

Using Effects to Emulate the Sound

To get closer to the original sound, consider using a distortion pedal and
possibly a wah pedal for the lead parts. Judas Priest used a rich distortion
tone that gives the guitar its signature bite.

Tips for dialing in your tone:

- Use moderate gain on your distortion pedal to avoid muddiness.
- Adjust the tone controls to accentuate midrange frequencies.
- Slightly boost the treble for clarity during solos.

Experiment with your gear to find the right balance that complements your
playing style and the song’s vibe.

Where to Find Reliable Breaking the Law Guitar
Tabs

There are countless sources online for breaking the law guitar tab, but
quality and accuracy vary widely. Here are some tips to find the best tabs:

- Look for tabs that include rhythm notation or timing guides.
- Check community ratings and comments to gauge accuracy.
- Use official songbooks or licensed tab websites for verified
transcriptions.
- Watch tutorial videos to see the finger placement and technique in action.

Combining good tabs with visual and audio references can accelerate your
learning process.

Learning from Covers and Play-Alongs

Another effective way to master breaking the law is by playing along with
covers or backing tracks. This practice helps improve timing, dynamics, and



overall musicality.

YouTube channels and guitar lesson sites often feature play-along videos at
different speeds, allowing you to gradually build up to the original tempo.

Enhancing Your Practice Routine with Breaking
the Law

Incorporating breaking the law guitar tab into your practice sessions can be
both fun and educational. Here’s how to get the most out of your practice:

Warm up: Begin with finger exercises to prepare your hands.

Segment practice: Break the song into smaller sections like riffs,
rhythm parts, and solos.

Use a metronome: This helps maintain steady timing and gradually
increase speed.

Record yourself: Listening back can reveal areas for improvement.

Play with others: Jamming with other musicians can boost your confidence
and timing.

By approaching breaking the law systematically, you’ll not only learn the
song but also develop skills that apply to many other rock and metal tunes.

Mastering the breaking the law guitar tab is a rewarding journey that
connects you with one of heavy metal’s most energetic and enduring anthems.
With patience, practice, and the right techniques, you can bring this classic
track to life on your guitar and enjoy the thrill of playing a true metal
masterpiece.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find accurate guitar tabs for 'Breaking
the Law' by Judas Priest?
You can find accurate guitar tabs for 'Breaking the Law' on popular tab
websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and GuitarTabs. These platforms
often provide user ratings to help identify the most reliable versions.



What tuning is used for 'Breaking the Law' guitar
tab?
The song 'Breaking the Law' by Judas Priest is typically played in standard
tuning (E A D G B e). This makes it accessible for most guitar players
without the need for retuning.

Are there any specific techniques to focus on when
learning the 'Breaking the Law' guitar tab?
Yes, the song features palm muting and power chords, which are essential to
capture its classic heavy metal sound. Practicing timing and alternate
picking will also help in playing the riffs smoothly.

Is 'Breaking the Law' suitable for beginner
guitarists to learn from tabs?
Yes, 'Breaking the Law' is often recommended for beginner to intermediate
guitarists because it has straightforward power chord progressions and a
moderate tempo, making it a great song to practice rhythm and basic metal
riffing.

Can I find video tutorials along with the 'Breaking
the Law' guitar tab?
Absolutely! Many guitar instructors on YouTube offer step-by-step video
tutorials for 'Breaking the Law' that complement the tabs, helping you
understand finger placement, strumming patterns, and song structure more
effectively.

Additional Resources
Breaking the Law Guitar Tab: An In-Depth Exploration of Judas Priest’s Iconic
Riff

breaking the law guitar tab is a phrase that resonates widely within the
realm of classic heavy metal and guitar enthusiasts. The song "Breaking the
Law," by Judas Priest, stands as one of the most recognizable anthems in
metal history, featuring a compelling riff that has inspired countless
guitarists to emulate its raw energy. For those seeking to master this piece,
understanding the guitar tab is essential, as it provides a roadmap to
capturing the song’s distinctive sound and feel.



The Significance of "Breaking the Law" in
Guitar Culture

"Breaking the Law," released in 1980 as part of Judas Priest’s album *British
Steel*, marked a pivotal moment in heavy metal music. The track’s
straightforward yet powerful riff became a hallmark of the genre, combining
accessibility with aggressive musicianship. Guitarists often turn to the
breaking the law guitar tab not only to learn the song but also to grasp
fundamental metal riffing techniques such as palm muting, alternate picking,
and power chord transitions.

The guitar tab for this song is frequently highlighted in beginner and
intermediate guitar lessons, showcasing how simplicity in structure can lead
to a memorable and effective riff. The tab breaks down the song into
manageable components, enabling players to focus on precision and timing—two
critical factors in replicating the original sound.

Understanding the Breaking the Law Guitar Tab

At its core, the breaking the law guitar tab features a series of power
chords and single-note runs that create the song’s signature groove. The
intro riff, for example, uses a concise sequence of notes played with a
distinct staccato feel, achieved through palm muting and deliberate picking.

Key aspects of the tab include:

Power Chords: The backbone of the riff relies on movable power chords,
primarily located on the lower strings. These chords provide the gritty
foundation that defines the song’s heavy tone.

Single-Note Runs: Interspersed with power chords, these runs add melodic
interest while maintaining the song's driving momentum.

Rhythmic Precision: The timing indicated in the tab is crucial, as the
riff’s punchiness depends on tight synchronization between strumming and
picking techniques.

Using the guitar tab as a visual guide, players can decipher the exact fret
positions and string combinations necessary to recreate the song
authentically.



Comparing Different Versions of the Breaking the Law
Guitar Tab

Various sources offer slightly differing versions of the breaking the law
guitar tab, reflecting nuances in interpretation or transcription. Some tabs
emphasize accuracy to the studio recording, including subtle hammer-ons and
pull-offs, while others streamline the riff for ease of learning.

For example, beginner-friendly tabs might omit intricate techniques such as
slides or ghost notes to focus on chord transitions and basic picking
patterns. Conversely, advanced tabs may incorporate detailed articulation
marks, dynamics, and alternate tunings to capture the full texture of the
original performance.

When selecting a tab, guitarists should consider their skill level and
desired authenticity. Online platforms like Ultimate Guitar or Songsterr
frequently provide user ratings and comments, assisting players in choosing
the most suitable version.

Technical Features and Learning Approaches

Mastering the breaking the law guitar tab requires an understanding of
several technical elements unique to Judas Priest’s style. The song is played
in standard tuning, which makes it accessible to most guitarists without
needing specialized equipment or modifications.

Techniques Highlighted in the Tab

Palm Muting: This technique involves lightly resting the edge of the
picking hand on the strings near the bridge while strumming, producing a
muted, percussive sound essential to the riff’s character.

Alternate Picking: Fast and consistent alternate picking ensures the
riff’s rhythmic drive remains intact, particularly during the single-
note passages.

Power Chord Shifts: Smooth transitions between power chords are critical
to maintain the song’s momentum and prevent any loss of energy.

In terms of practice strategy, breaking down the tab into smaller sections
and focusing on timing with a metronome can significantly enhance a player’s
ability to replicate the song accurately. Additionally, listening closely to
the original recording while following the tab aids in internalizing the



groove and dynamics.

Pros and Cons of Using Guitar Tabs for Learning

Guitar tabs, including those for breaking the law, offer a visual and
practical method for learning songs, but they are not without limitations.

Pros:

Provide exact fret and string positions.

Easy to follow for players without formal music training.

Highlight specific techniques used in the song.

Cons:

May lack detailed rhythmic notation compared to standard sheet
music.

Some tabs may contain inaccuracies or oversimplifications.

Do not convey the expressive elements such as tone variation or
dynamics fully.

Therefore, combining guitar tabs with audio or video tutorials can provide a
more holistic learning experience, ensuring players not only execute the
notes correctly but also capture the song's spirit.

The Cultural Impact and Continued Popularity of
"Breaking the Law"

The breaking the law guitar tab remains relevant decades after the song’s
release due to the track’s enduring influence in rock and metal circles. It
serves as a rite of passage for many guitarists, symbolizing both technical
challenge and stylistic expression.

Beyond its musical components, the song's rebellious theme resonates with
fans, and its riff is often a crowd favorite at live performances. This
popularity sustains a steady demand for accurate and accessible guitar tabs,



fostering a vibrant community of learners and educators.

Moreover, "Breaking the Law" has been covered and referenced by numerous
artists across genres, further cementing the significance of mastering its
guitar parts. The tab thus represents not only a lesson in technique but also
a gateway to understanding the legacy of heavy metal.

The breaking the law guitar tab, with its straightforward yet compelling
structure, exemplifies how a simple arrangement can achieve timeless appeal.
For guitarists eager to delve into the roots of metal riffing, this tab
offers both challenge and reward, inviting them to explore the energy and
attitude that define Judas Priest’s classic sound.

Breaking The Law Guitar Tab

  breaking the law guitar tab: Hal Leonard Guitar Tab Method Songbook 1 Hal Leonard Corp.,
2012-01-01 (Guitar Tab Method). Here are 10 hit songs tabbed for beginning guitarists to play while
they are working through the Hal Leonard Guitar Tab Method, or any other guitar method. The
audio features both examples of how the guitar should sound, and full-band backing tracks so
students can play the lead! Songs: All the Small Things * Breaking the Law * Californication * Come
Together * Free Fallin' * Lick It Up * Pork and Beans * Smells like Teen Spirit * 21 Guns * You Really
Got Me.
  breaking the law guitar tab: Mammoth Metal Guitar Tab Anthology Hal Leonard Corp.,
2018-01-01 (Guitar Recorded Versions). Shred your axe and thrash your big hair through the air
with this jam-packed collection of metal favs in note-for-note guitar trancriptions with tab. Songs
include: Ace of Spades * Bark at the Moon * Breaking the Law * Crazy Train * Dying in Your Arms *
Enter Sandman * Hail to the King * Iron Man * Master of Puppets * No More Tears * Painkiller *
Redneck * Symphony of Destruction * Toxicity * War Pigs (Interpolating Luke's Wall) * Your Betrayal
* and more.
  breaking the law guitar tab: 25 Top Metal Songs - Tab. Tone. Technique. (Songbook) Hal
Leonard Corp., 2013-01-01 (Guitar Recorded Versions). This series includes performance notes and
accurate guitar tab for the greatest songs of every genre. From the essential gear, recording
tecchniques and historical information to the right- and left-hand techniques and other playing tips
it's all here! Learn to play 25 metal masterpieces with these note-for-note transcriptions. Songs
include: Ace of Spades * Am I Evil? * Blackout * Chop Suey! * Cowboys from Hell * Freak on a Leash
* Hangar 18 * Iron Man * Mr. Crowley * Psychosocial * Raining Blood * Sober * Tears Don't Fall *
Unsung * and more.
  breaking the law guitar tab: Hal Leonard Guitar Tab Method - Book 3 Jeff Schroedl,
2014-10-01 (Guitar Tab Method). This is the guitar method students and teachers have been waiting
for. Learn barre chords with songs like Stairway to Heaven and Drive My Car, the minor scale with
riffs by Eric Clapton and Iron Maiden, blues concepts with songs by Stevie Ray Vaughan and T-Bone
Walker, and much more. The method's unique, well-paced, and logical teaching sequence will get
students playing more easily than ever before, and music from popular artists like Jimi Hendrix,
Michael Jackson and Ozzy Osbourne will keep them playing and having fun. Book three includes:
easy-to-follow guitar tablature * barre chords * minor scale * relative minor * Nashville numbering
system * 12-bar blues * blues scale * blues licks & turnarounds * 12/8 time * add and sus chords *
minor seventh chords * minor blues * variety of music styles * nearly 80 riffs and songs * audio
demos of every example * and much more.

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-156/breaking-the-law-guitar-tab.pdf


  breaking the law guitar tab: Dream Theater - Dream Theater Songbook Dream Theater,
2014-02-01 (Guitar Recorded Versions). The 2013 self-titled offering by prog-rockers Dream Theater
topped the Billboard Hard Rock Albums charts. Our matching folio includes note-for-note
transcriptions of ALL the guitar parts for all nine tracks including: Along for the Ride * Behind the
Veil * The Bigger Picture * The Enemy Inside * Enigma Machine * False Awakening Suite *
Illumination Theory * The Looking Glass * Surrender to Reason.
  breaking the law guitar tab: First 50 Rock Songs You Should Play on Electric Guitar Hal
Leonard Corp., 2015-01-01 (Guitar Collection). A great collection of 50 standards that you really
need to know if you want to call yourself a guitarist! Includes: All Along the Watchtower * Beat It *
Born to Be Wild * Brown Eyed Girl * Cocaine * Communication Breakdown * Detroit Rock City *
Hallelujah * (I Can't Get No) Satisfaction * Iron Man * Oh, Pretty Woman * Peter Gunn * Pride and
Joy * Seven Nation Army * Should I Stay or Should I Go * Smells like Teen Spirit * Smoke on the
Water * Sunshine of Your Love * When I Come Around * Wild Thing * You Really Got Me * and more.
  breaking the law guitar tab: CMJ New Music Report , 2003-08-18 CMJ New Music Report is
the primary source for exclusive charts of non-commercial and college radio airplay and independent
and trend-forward retail sales. CMJ's trade publication, compiles playlists for college and
non-commercial stations; often a prelude to larger success.
  breaking the law guitar tab: Billboard , 1945-07-07 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  breaking the law guitar tab: Los Angeles Magazine , 2002-02 Los Angeles magazine is a
regional magazine of national stature. Our combination of award-winning feature writing,
investigative reporting, service journalism, and design covers the people, lifestyle, culture,
entertainment, fashion, art and architecture, and news that define Southern California. Started in
the spring of 1961, Los Angeles magazine has been addressing the needs and interests of our region
for 48 years. The magazine continues to be the definitive resource for an affluent population that is
intensely interested in a lifestyle that is uniquely Southern Californian.
  breaking the law guitar tab: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series Library of
Congress. Copyright Office, 1973
  breaking the law guitar tab: The Billboard , 1945
  breaking the law guitar tab: Billboard , 1998-07-11 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  breaking the law guitar tab: Forthcoming Books Rose Arny, 2000
  breaking the law guitar tab: Canadiana , 1990-09
  breaking the law guitar tab: American Magazine , 1924
  breaking the law guitar tab: Billboard , 1959-05-25 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
  breaking the law guitar tab: Paperbound Books in Print , 1992
  breaking the law guitar tab: Index de Périodiques Canadiens , 2001
  breaking the law guitar tab: Atlanta , 2003-05 Atlanta magazine’s editorial mission is to
engage our community through provocative writing, authoritative reporting, and superlative design
that illuminate the people, the issues, the trends, and the events that define our city. The magazine
informs, challenges, and entertains our readers each month while helping them make intelligent
choices, not only about what they do and where they go, but what they think about matters of
importance to the community and the region. Atlanta magazine’s editorial mission is to engage our
community through provocative writing, authoritative reporting, and superlative design that



illuminate the people, the issues, the trends, and the events that define our city. The magazine
informs, challenges, and entertains our readers each month while helping them make intelligent
choices, not only about what they do and where they go, but what they think about matters of
importance to the community and the region.
  breaking the law guitar tab: A Supplement to the Oxford English Dictionary R. W. Burchfield,
1972 These volumes replace the 1933 Supplement to the OED. The vocabulary treated is that which
came into use during the publication of the successive sections of the main Dictionary -- that is,
between 1884, when the first fascicle of the letter A was published, and 1928, when the final section
of the Dictionary appeared -- together with accessions to the English language in Britain and abroad
from 1928 to the present day. Nearly all the material in the 1933 Supplement has been retained
here, though in revised form (Preface).
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