
botanical drawing
Botanical Drawing: The Art and Science of Capturing Plant Life

Botanical drawing is an exquisite blend of art and science, where artists
meticulously depict the intricate beauty and structure of plants. Unlike
general nature sketches, botanical drawing demands a high level of precision
and detail, serving not only as an artistic expression but also as an
educational tool for botanists, horticulturists, and plant enthusiasts. This
unique form of illustration has a rich history and continues to thrive in
both scientific circles and creative communities today.

The History and Evolution of Botanical Drawing

Botanical drawing dates back centuries, tracing its roots to early
civilizations that sought to document medicinal plants and herbs. Ancient
texts from Egypt, Greece, and China often included rudimentary plant
illustrations to aid in identification and usage. However, it was during the
Renaissance period that botanical illustration flourished, driven by a surge
in scientific exploration and curiosity.

Artists like Leonardo da Vinci and later Maria Sibylla Merian, who combined
her skills as an artist and entomologist, elevated botanical drawing to new
heights. Their works were not only aesthetically pleasing but scientifically
accurate, capturing minute details such as leaf venation, flower anatomy, and
root systems. This accuracy was crucial for early botanists cataloging new
species from around the world.

What Sets Botanical Drawing Apart from Other
Art Forms?

At first glance, botanical drawing might appear similar to traditional still
life or nature sketches, but there are several distinctive features that set
it apart:

Scientific Accuracy

Every line and shade in a botanical drawing is intentional, aiming to
represent the plant’s true form. Artists often work alongside botanists to
ensure that each part—from petals and stamens to seeds and bark—is portrayed
with exactness. This level of detail assists in plant identification and
study, making botanical illustrations valuable references in scientific
publications.



Focus on Structural Detail

Botanical drawing emphasizes the internal and external structures of plants.
This means illustrating cross-sections, magnified views of reproductive
parts, or even the texture of leaves and stems. Unlike more expressive or
abstract art styles, botanical drawing requires patience and a deep
understanding of plant anatomy.

Use of Mediums

While pencil and ink are traditional mediums for botanical drawing, artists
today incorporate watercolor, colored pencils, and even digital tools to
bring plants to life. Watercolors, in particular, are favored for their
ability to capture subtle gradients and translucent qualities of petals and
leaves.

Essential Tools and Techniques for Botanical
Drawing

If you’re interested in exploring botanical drawing yourself, understanding
the right tools and techniques is key to success.

Basic Tools

Graphite Pencils: Various hardness levels (H to B) help create fine
details and shading.

Fine-tip Ink Pens: For precise line work and defining contours.

Watercolor Paints: To add color and depth with delicate washes.

Quality Paper: Smooth, heavyweight paper suited for both dry and wet
mediums.

Magnifying Glass: Useful for observing tiny plant details.

Techniques to Master

- Observation: Spend time studying your plant specimen from different angles



before drawing. Notice the curve of leaves, the pattern of veins, and the way
flowers open.
- Sketching Basic Shapes: Begin with light outlines of the plant’s overall
structure, breaking it down into circles, ovals, and lines to build
proportion.
- Layering Details: Gradually add texture and finer details like hairs,
spots, or serrations on leaves.
- Color Application: Use thin, transparent watercolor layers to build up
color slowly, maintaining the delicate appearance of petals and foliage.
- Labeling: For scientific purposes, botanical drawings often include labels
pointing to various parts of the plant, which can also enhance your
understanding.

The Role of Botanical Drawing in Science and
Education

Botanical illustration remains an indispensable tool in plant sciences.
Despite advances in photography, drawings offer clarity that photos sometimes
lack. Photographs can be affected by lighting or background distractions,
whereas botanical drawings isolate the plant and highlight features critical
for identification.

Documenting New Species

When botanists discover new species, detailed drawings are often the first
form of documentation. These illustrations capture diagnostic features that
distinguish one species from another. Many botanical journals and field
guides rely heavily on such illustrations alongside written descriptions.

Teaching and Learning

In educational settings, botanical drawings help students understand plant
morphology and taxonomy. Drawing a plant forces learners to observe carefully
and internalize details they might otherwise overlook. This hands-on approach
enhances retention and deepens appreciation for plant diversity.

Modern Trends in Botanical Drawing

With the rise of digital art, botanical drawing has embraced new
possibilities. Digital tablets and software like Procreate and Adobe
Illustrator enable artists to create highly detailed illustrations with the
flexibility of layers and undo options.



Moreover, social media platforms have fostered vibrant communities of
botanical artists. Many share their work, tips, tutorials, and even time-
lapse videos of their drawing process, inspiring beginners and professionals
alike.

Combining Art and Conservation

Contemporary botanical artists often use their work to promote environmental
awareness. By highlighting rare or endangered plant species through
compelling illustrations, they contribute to conservation efforts and
encourage greater public interest in protecting biodiversity.

Tips for Aspiring Botanical Artists

If you’re eager to dive into botanical drawing, here are some practical tips
to guide your journey:

Start with Common Plants: Begin by drawing easily accessible flowers and1.
leaves to build confidence.

Use Live Specimens: Whenever possible, draw from fresh plants rather2.
than photos to capture true colors and textures.

Keep a Sketchbook: Regular practice is key. Sketch daily observations,3.
focusing on different plant parts.

Study Botanical Anatomy: Understanding plant structure will improve4.
accuracy and help you anticipate details to include.

Be Patient: Botanical drawing is a slow, deliberate process that rewards5.
attention to detail.

Exploring botanical drawing can deepen your connection to the natural world
while honing your artistic skills. Whether you’re a scientist, artist, or
nature lover, this timeless discipline invites you to see plants not just as
background scenery but as fascinating subjects worthy of careful study and
celebration.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is botanical drawing?
Botanical drawing is the art of accurately depicting the form, color, and
details of plant species, often for scientific study, education, or artistic
purposes.

What materials are commonly used in botanical
drawing?
Common materials include graphite pencils, colored pencils, fine-tip pens,
watercolors, and high-quality paper designed for detailed work.

How is botanical drawing different from botanical
illustration?
Botanical drawing focuses on the artistic depiction of plants, while
botanical illustration emphasizes scientific accuracy and detail for
identification and study.

What are some essential techniques for beginners in
botanical drawing?
Beginners should focus on observing plant structures carefully, practicing
shading for depth, using fine lines for detail, and learning color blending
techniques.

Why is botanical drawing important in scientific
research?
Botanical drawing provides precise visual documentation of plant species,
which aids in identification, classification, and historical record-keeping,
especially when photography is not sufficient.

Can botanical drawing be done digitally?
Yes, many artists use digital tools like tablets and software such as Adobe
Illustrator or Procreate to create detailed botanical drawings.

What are some popular subjects in botanical drawing?
Popular subjects include flowers, leaves, fruits, seeds, and entire plants,
often focusing on rare, medicinal, or native species.

How can one improve accuracy in botanical drawing?
Improving accuracy involves studying plant anatomy, using magnification
tools, practicing regularly, and sometimes working from live specimens or



high-quality photographs.

Are there any famous botanical artists to study for
inspiration?
Yes, notable botanical artists include Maria Sibylla Merian, Pierre-Joseph
Redouté, and contemporary artists like Katie Scott and Eleanor Trowbridge.

Additional Resources
Botanical Drawing: An In-Depth Exploration of Art and Science

botanical drawing is a meticulous artistic practice that combines scientific
accuracy with aesthetic expression. Rooted deeply in the history of natural
science and art, botanical drawing serves as a pivotal tool for documenting
plant species, aiding research, and fostering a greater appreciation for the
natural world. Unlike general artistic renderings, botanical drawings
prioritize precision, clarity, and detail, often requiring a blend of
observational skill and technical expertise.

The discipline of botanical drawing has evolved over centuries, adapting to
advancements in scientific understanding and artistic techniques.
Historically, these drawings were essential before the widespread use of
photography, providing researchers with accurate visual references for plant
identification and classification. Today, botanical drawing continues to hold
significance, particularly in botanical publications, herbariums, and
educational materials, where visual accuracy complements textual
descriptions.

The Role of Botanical Drawing in Science and
Art

Botanical drawing occupies a unique intersection between science and art.
From a scientific perspective, it demands exactitude. The drawings must
depict plants in a way that reveals diagnostic features such as leaf
arrangement, flower structure, and reproductive parts with clarity. This
level of detail supports botanists, horticulturists, and ecologists in
accurate species identification and comparative studies.

Conversely, botanical drawing is an artistic endeavor. The choice of
medium—be it graphite, ink, watercolor, or digital tools—affects the
expression and interpretation of the subject. Artists often balance technical
precision with an artistic sensibility that highlights the plant’s beauty,
texture, and form. This duality positions botanical drawing as both a
scientific documentation method and a creative visual art.



Historical Development and Influence

Botanical drawing has a rich history dating back to ancient civilizations,
including Egyptian and Greek cultures, where plant illustrations were used
for medicinal and agricultural purposes. The Renaissance marked a significant
milestone, with artists like Leonardo da Vinci and Albrecht Dürer exploring
natural forms with unprecedented detail and realism. Later, in the 18th and
19th centuries, botanical illustration flourished alongside the Age of
Exploration, documenting newly discovered species across the globe.

The influence of botanical drawing extends beyond pure science. It has shaped
fields such as taxonomy, pharmacology, and even cultural art traditions.
Early botanical illustrations were often hand-colored engravings that
required collaboration between artists and scientists. Today, modern
botanical artists continue this legacy, often integrating traditional
techniques with contemporary methods including digital illustration.

Techniques and Tools in Botanical Drawing

Mastering botanical drawing involves a comprehensive understanding of both
plant anatomy and artistic techniques. Artists frequently employ a
combination of approaches to capture the essence of their subjects.

Observation and Measurement

Accurate botanical drawing begins with meticulous observation. Artists study
plants in their natural environment or from herbarium specimens, noting
minute details such as venation patterns, petal texture, and growth habits.
Measurement tools such as calipers and rulers help ensure proportional
accuracy, which is crucial for scientific validity.

Mediums and Materials

Various mediums are used to achieve different effects and levels of detail:

Graphite and pencil: Ideal for preliminary sketches and fine detail
work, offering control over shading and texture.

Pen and ink: Provides sharp lines and contrast, useful for emphasizing
structural clarity.

Watercolor: Frequently used to add color while maintaining transparency
and subtle gradations that reflect natural hues.



Digital tools: Increasingly popular, digital tablets and software allow
for precise editing and layering, enhancing reproducibility and
distribution.

Each medium presents pros and cons. For example, watercolor demands skillful
layering to avoid overpowering the delicate features of the plant, while
digital tools require familiarity with software but offer flexibility and
ease of correction.

Composition and Presentation

Beyond depicting a single plant, botanical drawings often include multiple
views such as cross-sections, magnified details of reproductive organs, and
stages of growth. This comprehensive approach aids in scientific analysis and
provides a fuller understanding of the species.

Effective composition balances scientific detail with aesthetic harmony.
Artists arrange elements to guide the viewer’s eye, often using negative
space strategically to prevent clutter. Labels and annotations are integral,
providing context without detracting from the visual impact.

Botanical Drawing in Contemporary Context

Despite the advent of high-resolution photography and digital imaging,
botanical drawing remains relevant. Photography, while detailed, lacks the
ability to selectively emphasize key features or combine multiple
perspectives into a single image. Botanical drawings can isolate diagnostic
traits, omit unnecessary background, and depict plants in idealized states
for study.

Educational and Conservation Applications

Educational institutions continue to incorporate botanical drawing into
curricula to enhance students' understanding of plant morphology and
taxonomy. The hands-on process fosters observational skills and deepens
botanical knowledge, which photographs alone may not achieve.

Furthermore, botanical drawing plays a vital role in conservation efforts.
Accurate illustrations help document endangered species, support the creation
of field guides, and promote public awareness of biodiversity. In some cases,
artists collaborate with scientists to visually reconstruct extinct or rare
plants, contributing to ecological restoration initiatives.



Challenges and Limitations

While botanical drawing is invaluable, it faces challenges in accessibility
and skill acquisition. The discipline requires specialized training,
patience, and access to quality specimens. Additionally, the time-intensive
nature of producing detailed drawings can limit the volume of work achievable
compared to photographic methods.

Nevertheless, the artistic and scientific communities increasingly recognize
the importance of preserving and advancing botanical drawing as a distinct
and complementary practice.

Future Trends and Innovations

Emerging technologies are shaping the future of botanical drawing. Digital
illustration tools are becoming more sophisticated, allowing artists to blend
traditional techniques with digital enhancements seamlessly. Virtual reality
and 3D modeling hold promise for immersive plant studies, offering new
dimensions beyond two-dimensional drawings.

Collaborations between botanical artists, scientists, and technologists may
lead to hybrid methodologies that enrich both scientific documentation and
artistic expression. Moreover, online platforms and social media have
expanded the reach of botanical art, fostering global communities and
increasing public engagement.

The enduring appeal of botanical drawing lies in its unique ability to merge
precision with beauty. As the natural world faces unprecedented challenges,
this art form continues to inspire curiosity, understanding, and conservation
efforts worldwide.

Botanical Drawing

  botanical drawing: The Art of Botanical Illustration Wilfrid Blunt, William Thomas Stearn,
1994-01-01 This beautiful book surveys the evolution of botanical illustration from the crude
scratchings of paleolithic man down to the highly scientific work of the 20th-century. 186
magnificent examples, over 30 in full color.
  botanical drawing: Botanical Drawing Penny Brown, 2018-01-01 The definitive artist's guide to
drawing detailed and accurate plants, flowers and other vegetation in pencil—including illustrations
and exercises. Botanical Drawing provides a thorough and expert guide to the subject, touching on
the history of this fascinating art form as well as its rules and practicalities. Artist Penny Brown
explains the materials, learnings and techniques required to produce accurate botanical
illustrations. She also includes an accessible, basic study of botany for the absolute beginner. By
following Brown’s step-by-step instructions, close studies and explorations of the subjects, you will
be able to produce your own illustrations of plants, flowers, vegetables and their myriad parts.

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-156/botanical-drawing.pdf


Botanical Drawing offers knowledge, techniques, and inspiration as you create your own projects.
  botanical drawing: Drawing and Painting Botanicals for Artists Karen Kluglein,
2020-06-16 Originally developed in the 18th century as a visual supplement to botanical
nomenclature, botanical illustration and art uniquely fuse art and science by documenting the parts,
details, and life cycles of plant species. In Drawing and Painting Botanicals for Artists, eminent
botanical artist and veteran workshop instructor Karen Kluglein reveals her secrets for rendering
leaves, flowers, berries, and branches both accurately and beautifully. The book begins with a brief
history of the art form, followed by guidance on developing observational skills for this genre, key
botanical terms and concepts, and the differences among botanical illustration, botanical art, and
flower painting. The chapters that follow offer detailed guidance and demonstrations for drawing
and painting botanicals in a variety of mediums: Drawing. Explore loose gestural drawing, precise
measuring and rendering, and working from photographs with graphite, colored pencil, finepoint
markers, pen and ink, and silverpoint. Painting. Master color mixing, washes, layering, gradations,
values, and adding details in watercolor, gouache, and acrylic, plus guidance on adding
“personality” to your work and knowing when a painting is done. Drawing and Painting Botanicals
for Artists shows artists at all skill levels how to translate careful observations into stunning works
of art. The For Artists series expertly guides and instructs artists at all skill levels who want to
develop their classical drawing and painting skills and create realistic and representational art.
  botanical drawing: Step-by-Step Guide to Botanical Drawing & Painting Hidenari
Kobayashi, 2023-10-17 Bring the glory of the outdoors into your home with colorful, stylish,
frame-worthy paintings! In this lushly illustrated book, master painter and art teacher Hidenari
Kobayashi provides step-by-step instructions to show you how to create attractive drawings and
paintings in the popular French botanical style. He details all the tools and materials needed,
describes the techniques you'll use, and walks you through the creative process of drawing and
painting 18 different botanical subjects. A Step-by-Step Guide to Botanical Drawing & Painting
provides everything you need to learn this charming style of artistic expression—from first sketch to
final brushstroke! Detailed step-by-step lessons show you how to draw and paint a wide variety of
subjects, including: Lovely flowers, such as velvety roses, satiny tulips, frilly hydrangeas, exotic lilies
and festive wildflowers Familiar vegetables, fruits and nuts such as red onions, green peppers,
lemons, kumquats and walnuts Various other interesting botanical subjects, including pine cones,
holly leaves and berries, succulents and various types of leaves
  botanical drawing: Botanical Drawing in Color Wendy Hollender, 2010-07-20 A thorough
immersion into the world of scientifically accurate, three-dimensional, and artistically rendered
natural botanical illustration. The step-by-step instructions in this invaluable guide, written by one of
the nation’s leading experts in the field, Wendy Hollender, will grow your artistic ability, whether
you’re just broaching this unique skill or are already an expert. Each lesson in the book increases in
complexity to build your skill set in a clear, concise, and accessible way. With a focus on the natural
world through the botanical life-cycle, each project is not only a technical study, but a beautiful
piece of artwork in and of itself. In this book, you will learn: • Single light source toning technique •
Principles of perspective for drawing flowers • The fundamentals of plant anatomy • Colored pencil
techniques and color theory of the natural world
  botanical drawing: The Art of Botanical Drawing Agathe Ravet-Haevermans, 2009 No
Marketing Blurb
  botanical drawing: Just Draw Botanicals Helen Birch, 2020-03-03 Just Draw Botanicals
presents a collection of 90 beautiful botanical images by contemporary artists from around the
world. Dip-in for advice or flick through the pages for inspiration. Each image is accompanied by a
short introduction, information on the approaches, techniques and tools used, and useful tips. Advice
covers composition, colour, painting techniques and tips for working with plants. This is the perfect
guide for artists and art lovers alike.
  botanical drawing: Botanical Drawing Using Graphite and Coloured Pencils Sue Vize,
2016-07-31 Drawing with graphite and coloured pencils enables the artist to capture every detail of



a plant, and to enjoy, study and celebrate their wonderful forms. Whether the illustration is a
striking monotone or vibrant with colour, pencils give you absolute precision. The book, written and
illustrated by an award-winning botanical artist, introduces and explains the drawing skills behind
the art. Each chapter concentrates on a different aspect of the plant, working upwards from the root
system to include the stem, leaves, flowers and fruit. Fungi have also been included due to their
close association with plants. With tips and advice throughout, the techniques are supported by
step-by-step projects, clear exercises and over 300 colour illustrations.
  botanical drawing: The Art of Botanical Drawing, Etc. [With Plates.] Frederick William
Burbidge, 1873
  botanical drawing: Botanical Illustration from Life Isik Guner, 2019-11-05 A visual guide to
beautiful botanic watercolour painting from life for artists. Botanical artists hold a unique status:
they can record plants and show them to the world, unlocking science for people outside that world,
enabling them to be seduced by the most beautiful images, drawn and painted by very skilled hands.
In this beautiful book, award-winning botanical artist, Işık Güner, shares with you her experiences of
looking at wild species from around the world, how she does her research, and how she composes
her illustrations from live specimens. She will guide you on your own journey, show you how to look
for plant samples, and then record them. Straddling the scientific and art worlds, Isik's illustrations
help to raise awareness of the valuable knowledge that scientists have been researching and
discovering for many years and provide a wonderful inspiration for budding botanical artists.
Observe, draw, paint, explore and master this wonderful art under Işık's careful guidance. Being
inspired by the nature around you is the first step to becoming a botanical artist.
  botanical drawing: The Joy of Botanical Drawing Wendy Hollender, 2020-04-07 A gorgeous,
easy-to-follow, and inspiring guide to stunningly realistic botanical drawing that covers everything
you need to draw our natural world. Achieve amazingly realistic and vibrant botanical illustrations,
from flowers so dazzling you feel as if you might be able to smell them, to tomatoes that look as if
they've just been picked from the garden. Wendy Hollender is known for her vivid, detailed, and
inspiring illustrations and in The Joy of Botanical Drawing, she helps you take your art to the next
level by sharing her perfected techniques through short lessons that start simple, then build on the
basics with easy-to-use and clear step-by-step illustrations. Using colored pencils and watercolor
pencils, Hollender shows you how to accomplish scientifically accurate botanical portraits of a
spiraling pine cone, a spiky chestnut, a fuchsia-tined radish, a graceful morning glory, and many
more. From colorful leaves to delicate petals to textured bark and slender stems, The Joy of
Botanical Drawing will give you the skills to complete lifelike drawings while also enjoying nature
and the mindfulness of a regular drawing practice.
  botanical drawing: The Art of Botanical Illustration Wilfrid Blunt, 1955
  botanical drawing: Drawing from Life Patricia Jonas, 2007 A century ago it was fashionable
for young women to collect and paint plants as a sort of genteel parlor skill. Some singularly
talented women became professiionals, but their contributiosn to both art and botany have remained
nearly invisble. The exhibition Drawing from life features the work of 14 women botanical artists,
from the first decades of the 20th century to the present, focusing on the forgotten art of Brooklyn
Botanic Garden's staff artist for 32 years, Maud H. Purdy. Side by side, these ... works reveal how
established conventions of botanical art are shaped both by fashions of the times and individual
artistic visions. Paintings, scientific illustrations, herbarium specimens, preparatory sketches, and
objects of material culture explore the boundaries between art, science and craft and invite us to see
plants with fresh eyes.--Back cover
  botanical drawing: How to Draw Plants Keith R. West, 1983
  botanical drawing: The Art of Botanical & Bird Illustration Mindy Lighthipe, 2017-10-31 Draw
and paint beautiful, vibrant, and realistic birds and botanicals with The Art of Botanical & Bird
Illustration. Take a sketch and transform it into fine art! The Art of Botanical & Bird Illustration is a
guide for contemporary artists aspiring to master shape, color, and texture and render beautiful,
realistic, and vibrant botanical artwork. Author Mindy Lighthipe, an expert botanical artist, educates



you about the tools and materials traditionally used in botanical illustration, including pencils,
colored pencils, watercolor, gouache, and pastels. This thorough yet easily digestible guide includes
overviews of key illustration techniques and basic color theory and mixing, and it's loaded with
exercises designed to help you learn to see shape, value, and form. By learning tounderstand plant
life and anatomy, you can craft elegant flowers, leaves, trees, and much more in no time! To bring it
all together, The Art of Botanical & Bird Illustration includes step-by-step demonstrations to follow
along with as you practice taking sketches and transforming them into fully rendered, colorful pieces
of fine art.
  botanical drawing: Botanical Illustration Valerie Price, 2021-11-11 Ten graded lessons to
tackle beautiful colour in stunning botanical compositions. Building on Valerie Price's previous and
highly successful book, Botanical Illustration: The First Ten Lessons, this next volume provides a
practical introduction to colour and composition in botanical illustrations. Formed of ten graded
lessons, each chapter teaches a new skill that builds upon the last, with subjects that range from red
tulips and pink roses to blackberries and green foliage. Full of handy information, and with
easy-to-follow exercises, the book includes step-by-step instructions that show you how to produce
beautiful colour in your compositions. This practical guide includes essential information on different
watercolour techniques, how to arrange informative compositions and mix your own colours to
achieve lifelike results.
  botanical drawing: Botanical Sketchbook Mary Ann Scott, Margaret Stevens, 2015-03-05
This is the story of one woman's journey from amateur painter to botanical artist, told through the
sketchbooks and paintings she produced for the Distance Learning Diploma Course run by the
Society of Botanical Artists. Packed with advice and tips, this book will serve as a guide and
inspiration to anyone wanting to embark on life as a botanical artist. This book is both a showcase of
Mary Ann Scott's work and a record of her achievements, including first-hand accounts of the joys
and challenges she faced as she progressed. It contains work from every assignment she undertook,
from her first attempts at drawing a tulip to the triumphant paintings she made for her diploma
portfolio. Along the way are delicate floral compositions, juicy fruit and vegetables, botanical
dissections, and her adventures out in the field. Margaret Stevens's comments on each assignments
are also included, giving an insight into the assessment process and an all-round view of Mary Ann's
successes and (very rare) failures. The book ends with a glorious selection of Mary Ann's ongoing
work as a botanical artist.
  botanical drawing: The Art of Botanical Painting Margaret Stevens, Society of Botanical
Artists, 2005-11 This is an instructional guide to the art of botanical illustrations, published in
association with The Society of Botanical Artists and featuring step-by-step work by members of the
society.
  botanical drawing: Botanical Illustration Valerie Oxley, 2013-08-01 Botanical Illustration is
an introduction to the marrying of art and science in the aesthetic and accurate portrayal of plant
material. This book builds on the work of illustrators of the past, ranging from Elizabeth Blackwell,
whose drawings helped to release her husband from debtors' prison, through to the exceptional
scientific drawings of Beatrix Potter. It deals with the practical art and the related botany of the
subject. Introduction to basic botany; preparation of plant material for drawing; use of pencil,
watercolour, coloured pencil and pen and ink; suggested topics for further study; correcting
mistakes and finishing touches. Invaluable for beginners and skilled artists alike, and an excellent
reference book for teachers. Superbly illustrated with 216 colour illustrations.Valerie Oxley is a
freelance tutor who has inspired students worldwide with her enthusiasm for natural history and
plant illustration.
  botanical drawing: Botanical Illustration Kristina Mercedes Urquhart, 2019-01-16 Read
Along or Enhanced eBook: Imagine a career where you get paid to draw all day. That's what
botanical illustrators do! Get inside the mind of a botanical illustrator, and learn how their intricate
drawings of plants help science. Created in collaboration with the Smithsonian Institution, this
Smithsonian Informational Text builds students' reading skills while engaging their curiosity about



STEAM topics through real-world examples. It features a hands-on STEAM challenge that guides
students through every step of the engineering design process and is perfect for makerspace
activities. It makes STEAM career connections by providing a glimpse into the lives of real-life
Smithsonian employees currently working in STEAM fields. Discover engineering innovations that
solve real-world problems with this book that touches on all aspects of STEAM: Science, Technology,
Engineering, the Arts, and Math!
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