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Articulation Tests Speech Therapy: Unlocking Clearer Communication

articulation tests speech therapy play a vital role in identifying and addressing speech sound disorders,
especially among children. Whether a child struggles with pronouncing certain sounds or adults face
challenges following medical issues, these tests provide speech-language pathologists (SLPs) with essential
insights to tailor effective interventions. Understanding how articulation assessments work and their
significance can empower parents, educators, and caregivers to support clearer, more confident

communication.

What Are Articulation Tests in Speech Therapy?

Articulation tests are specialized tools used by speech-language pathologists to evaluate how well a person
produces specific speech sounds. These assessments help determine whether an individual’s speech errors
are typical developmental patterns or indicative of a speech disorder requiring therapy. Unlike broader
language evaluations, articulation tests focus specifically on phonetic accuracy—how sounds are formed and

pronounced.

During the test, the SLP typically asks the individual to say words or sentences containing target sounds.
Responses are carefully analyzed to identify substitutions, omissions, distortions, or additions of sounds. The
results help clinicians pinpoint which sounds are problematic and at what level —whether the errors occur

at the sound, word, sentence, or conversational level.

Commonly Used Articulation Tests

Some standardized tests are widely recognized in speech therapy settings due to their reliability and

comprehensive nature:

 Goldman-Fristoe Test of Articulation (GFTA): One of the most popular assessments, the GFTA
evaluates consonant sounds in different word positions. It’s suitable for children and adolescents and

provides a detailed picture of articulation abilities.

e Arizona Articulation Proficiency Scale (AAPS): This test assesses articulation in conversational speech

contexts and is useful for identifying subtle speech sound disorders.

« Diagnostic Evaluation of Articulation and Phonology (DEAP): A combination of articulation and



phonological processing evaluation, DEAP helps differentiate between articulation errors and

phonological patterns.

Each test serves a slightly different purpose but shares the common goal of diagnosing speech sound issues

accurately.

Why Are Articulation Tests Important in Speech Therapy?

Clear articulation is foundational for effective communication. When speech sounds are unclear, listeners
may have difficulty understanding the speaker, which can impact social interactions, academic

performance, and self-esteem. Articulation tests are crucial because they:
¢ Identify Specific Speech Sound Errors: Rather than guessing, clinicians rely on objective data to
understand which sounds need focus.

¢ Guide Targeted Therapy Plans: Therapy can be customized to address the exact nature of the speech

difficulties, increasing effectiveness.

e Track Progress Over Time: Repeated articulation assessments help measure improvements and adjust

therapy goals as needed.

o Differentiate Between Disorders: Some errors may stem from phonological disorders or apraxia of

speech, and tests help clarify the diagnosis.

Without these assessments, speech therapy might lack direction, making it less efficient and potentially

frustrating for clients.

‘Who Should Undergo Articulation Testing?

While articulation tests are often associated with children, anyone experiencing speech difficulties could

benefit from assessment. Common candidates include:

¢ Young children showing delayed speech or unclear pronunciation

¢ Individuals recovering from stroke or traumatic brain injury



¢ People with developmental disorders such as autism spectrum disorder or Down syndrome

e Those with a history of hearing loss impacting speech clarity

Early identification through testing can lead to timely intervention, which is often key to successful speech

outcomes.

How Speech-Language Pathologists Conduct Articulation Tests

The process typically begins with a case history review, where the SLP gathers background information
about the individual’s speech development, medical history, and any concerns from parents or teachers.
This context helps tailor the assessment approach.

During testing, the clinician may use picture cards, word lists, or conversational prompts to elicit speech
sounds. The individual is encouraged to pronounce words naturally, allowing the SLP to observe errors in
real-time. These errors are recorded systematically, often using standardized scoring sheets.

Some articulation tests also include stimulability measures—where the SLP models a sound and asks the

individual to imitate it. This helps determine whether the person can produce the correct sound with

assistance, which informs therapy strategies.

Interpreting Articulation Test Results

After testing, the SLP analyzes the data to identify patterns such as:

¢ Substitutions: Replacing one sound with another, e.g., saying “wabbit” instead of “rabbit.”
e Omissions: Leaving out a sound entirely, e.g., “ca” instead of “cat.”
e Distortions: Producing a sound inaccurately but not substituting it, often sounding “slurred” or lisped.

¢ Additions: Adding an extra sound, e.g., “buhlack” instead of “black.”

Based on these findings, the SLP sets realistic goals and designs therapy activities to target the problematic

sounds. They may also provide recommendations for home practice to reinforce learning.



Tips for Supporting Articulation Improvement Outside Therapy

While professional speech therapy is essential, families and caregivers can play a huge role in supporting
articulation development. Here are some practical tips:
¢ Model Clear Speech: Speak slowly and distinctly, giving the child a good example to imitate.

¢ Practice Target Sounds: Use games, books, or daily conversations to focus on specific sounds identified
by the SLP.

¢ Encourage Reading Aloud: This helps with sound awareness and fluency in a fun, low-pressure

setting.

¢ Be Patient and Positive: Celebrate small successes and avoid correcting too harshly, which can

discourage attempts.

¢ Use Visual and Tactile Cues: Sometimes watching mouth movements or feeling where the tongue

touches can enhance sound production.

Collaborative efforts between therapists and families often lead to the best outcomes.

Advances in Articulation Testing and Technology

The landscape of articulation tests is evolving thanks to technology. Digital tools and apps now allow for
more interactive and engaging assessments, especially for children. Some software programs use speech
recognition to provide instant feedback, while teletherapy platforms enable remote testing and therapy

sessions, increasing accessibility.

Moreover, research into phonetics and speech development continues to refine assessment methods,

making articulation tests more sensitive and culturally responsive.

Exploring these innovations can help clinicians offer more personalized care and track progress with

greater precision.

Navigating speech challenges can be a complex journey, but articulation tests speech therapy provide a

roadmap for clearer communication. By accurately identifying speech sound difficulties and guiding



targeted interventions, these assessments lay the foundation for improved speech and confidence. Whether
you’re a parent, educator, or someone seeking help, understanding the role and benefits of articulation

testing opens the door to meaningful progress in speech therapy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an articulation test in speech therapy?

An articulation test in speech therapy is an assessment tool used to evaluate a person's ability to produce
speech sounds correctly. It helps identify specific speech sound errors and guides the development of a

targeted therapy plan.

Why are articulation tests important in speech therapy?

Articulation tests are important because they provide objective information about which speech sounds a
person has difficulty producing. This allows speech therapists to tailor interventions to address those specific

errors, improving communication skills effectively.

What are some common articulation tests used by speech therapists?

Common articulation tests include the Goldman-Fristoe Test of Articulation (GFTA), the Khan-Lewis
Phonological Analysis (KLPA), and the Arizona Articulation Proficiency Scale (AAPS). These tests assess

speech sound production in various contexts.

How is an articulation test administered?

An articulation test is typically administered by asking the individual to name pictures or repeat words that
contain specific speech sounds. The therapist listens and records any errors in sound production to analyze

patterns of speech sound disorders.

At what age should children be given articulation tests?

Children are usually given articulation tests if there are concerns about speech sound development, often

around ages 3-5. However, assessments can be conducted at any age if speech difficulties are suspected.

Can articulation tests be used for adults in speech therapy?

Yes, articulation tests can be used for adults, especially if they have speech sound difficulties due to
neurological conditions, injuries, or developmental delays. The tests help identify specific errors to guide

therapy.



How long does an articulation test usually take?

An articulation test typically takes between 15 to 45 minutes, depending on the test used and the

individual's age and cooperation level.

Are articulation tests standardized?

Many articulation tests are standardized, meaning they have been normed on large populations to provide
reliable and valid measures of speech sound production. Standardized tests help compare an individual's

performance to age-appropriate norms.

Can articulation tests identify phonological disorders as well?

Yes, some articulation tests, like the Khan-Lewis Phonological Analysis, are designed to identify
phonological processes and patterns, which are part of phonological disorders, helping differentiate them

from articulation disorders.

Additional Resources

Articulation Tests Speech Therapy: A Comprehensive Review of Assessment Tools and Their Role in

Diagnosis and Intervention

articulation tests speech therapy occupy a pivotal role in the evaluation and treatment of speech sound
disorders. These assessments serve as foundational instruments for speech-language pathologists (SLPs) to
identify articulation errors, determine their severity, and develop targeted intervention plans. As speech
therapy increasingly integrates evidence-based practices and data-driven methodologies, the accuracy and
reliability of articulation tests become paramount. This article delves into the nuances of these tests,

exploring their types, applications, advantages, and limitations within clinical settings.

Understanding Articulation Tests in Speech Therapy

Articulation tests are standardized or criterion-referenced tools designed to assess an individual's ability to
produce speech sounds correctly. In speech therapy, these evaluations help differentiate between typical
developmental variations and speech disorders requiring intervention. Speech sound disorders often
manifest as substitutions, omissions, distortions, or additions of phonemes, and articulation tests

systematically capture these errors.

The primary objective of articulation assessments is to establish a baseline of the client’s speech production
skills. This baseline informs treatment goals, tracks progress, and facilitates communication with caregivers

and educators. Moreover, articulation tests help differentiate articulation disorders from phonological



disorders, which involve patterns of sound errors rather than isolated sound substitutions.

Types of Articulation Tests Commonly Used

Several articulation tests have gained widespread acceptance due to their comprehensive norms, ease of

administration, and clinical utility. Among the most frequently employed are:

 Goldman-Fristoe Test of Articulation (GFTA-3): Renowned for its extensive normative data, the
GFTA-3 assesses consonant sounds in various word positions through picture-naming tasks. It is often

considered the gold standard in articulation assessment.

e Arizona Articulation Proficiency Scale (AAPS): This test evaluates articulation proficiency by

examining consonant sound production in spontaneous and imitative speech contexts.

e Clinical Assessment of Articulation and Phonology (CAAP): Combining articulation and phonological
process analysis, the CAAP offers a dual perspective on speech sound errors in children aged 2—11

years.

» Hodson Assessment of Phonological Patterns (HAPP-3): While focusing primarily on phonological

patterns, it also provides valuable articulation data, particularly for severe speech sound disorders.

Each test varies in scope, administration time, and scoring complexity, influencing the clinician’s choice

depending on client age, presenting concerns, and therapy goals.

Clinical Applications and Importance

Articulation tests in speech therapy are indispensable for multiple reasons, extending beyond mere

diagnosis. They provide a structured framework for:

Initial Diagnosis and Differential Assessment

SLPs leverage articulation tests to identify specific speech sound errors, distinguishing articulation
impairments from phonological disorders. For example, a child consistently substituting /w/ for /r/ might
require articulation-focused therapy, whereas patterned errors affecting multiple phonemes could indicate

a phonological disorder. Accurate diagnosis ensures appropriate therapy selection, optimizing outcomes.



Establishing Treatment Targets and Priorities

By pinpointing which phonemes are misarticulated and in which contexts (initial, medial, or final
positions), clinicians can prioritize sounds that impact intelligibility most significantly. Articulation tests
often provide percentile ranks or standard scores that help quantify severity, guiding the intensity and

focus of intervention.

Monitoring Therapeutic Progress

Repeated administration of articulation tests allows clinicians to measure improvement objectively.
Comparing pre- and post-treatment scores can validate the efficacy of therapy techniques and support
adjustments in treatment plans. This data-driven approach aligns with contemporary best practices

emphasizing measurable outcomes.

Facilitating Communication with Stakeholders

Test results form the basis for detailed reports shared with parents, educators, and other healthcare
professionals. Clear articulation assessment data help explain the nature of the child’s speech challenges and

justify recommended services or accommodations.

Advantages and Limitations of Articulation Tests

‘While articulation tests are invaluable tools, it is essential to understand their benefits and constraints to

maximize their clinical utility.

Advantages

e Standardization and Norm-Referencing: Many articulation tests are standardized on large,
representative populations, enabling clinicians to compare individual performance against age-based

norms.

o Efficiency: These assessments are typically concise, allowing for timely administration without

causing fatigue or loss of engagement in pediatric clients.

o Targeted Data Collection: Tests focus specifically on speech sound production, offering detailed insight



into articulation errors.

e Diagnostic Clarity: Structured protocols reduce subjective bias, promoting consistent identification of

speech sound disorders.

Limitations

¢ Contextual Constraints: Many articulation tests assess isolated word production, which may not reflect

natural speech patterns in conversation.

e Limited Phonetic Contexts: Some phonemes may be evaluated in restricted phonetic environments,

potentially overlooking errors in other contexts.

e Cultural and Linguistic Bias: Normative samples may underrepresent diverse linguistic backgrounds,

affecting the validity for multilingual or dialect-speaking clients.

¢ Overemphasis on Sound Production: Articulation tests may not capture broader speech intelligibility

issues or social communication factors.

These limitations underscore the importance of complementing articulation tests with spontaneous speech

analysis, caregiver interviews, and dynamic assessment techniques.

Incorporating Articulation Tests into Holistic Speech Therapy

Modern speech therapy embraces a comprehensive approach, integrating articulation test results with other
assessment modalities. For instance, augmenting standardized test data with phonological process analyses
provides a more nuanced understanding of speech sound disorders. Additionally, dynamic assessment
strategies—such as trial therapy sessions—offer insights into a client’s learning potential and responsiveness

to intervention.

Furthermore, technological advancements have introduced digital articulation assessment tools and apps,
facilitating remote or telepractice evaluations. These innovations expand accessibility while maintaining

assessment rigor when administered appropriately.

Collaborative, interdisciplinary care models often involve educators, psychologists, and audiologists, where

articulation test findings contribute to a broader profile of a child's communication abilities and needs.



Best Practices for Clinicians

To optimize the use of articulation tests in speech therapy, clinicians should consider:

1. Selecting Appropriate Tests: Choose assessments that align with the client's age, linguistic

background, and presenting symptoms.

2. Interpreting Results Contextually: Analyze test scores alongside spontaneous speech samples and

developmental history.

3. Engaging Families: Involve caregivers in understanding assessment outcomes and treatment

planning.

4. Continuous Professional Development: Stay updated with emerging tools, research findings, and

culturally responsive practices.

Such practices ensure articulation tests serve as effective instruments within a client-centered therapeutic

framework.

Future Directions and Research in Articulation Testing

Contemporary research increasingly focuses on refining articulation assessments to better accommodate
diverse populations and speech patterns. Efforts include developing bilingual norms, integrating acoustic

analysis technologies, and enhancing ecological validity by incorporating conversational speech tasks.

Moreover, studies investigating the predictive validity of articulation tests in long-term speech and literacy
outcomes are shaping early intervention guidelines. As speech therapy evolves, articulation tests are

expected to become more dynamic, personalized, and embedded within comprehensive diagnostic batteries.
In sum, articulation tests in speech therapy remain essential tools for identifying speech sound disorders,

guiding tailored interventions, and supporting measurable progress. Their thoughtful application, alongside

complementary assessments, continues to advance the effectiveness of speech-language pathology practice.
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Beech, Leonora Harding, 2018-10-31 What assessment tests are available to speech therapists? How
are they best used? Originally published in 1993, Assessment in Speech and Language Therapy was
designed to guide speech therapists in choosing the most appropriate assessments for evaluation,
monitoring and intervention at the time. By providing guidance on defining the issues in assessment,
it shows how to make sure that the process will produce a result relevant to the therapist’s own
needs and those of his or her clients. The major issues involved are discussed in detail, in particular
how to make sure that assessments are relevant to individual needs. This title will be invaluable to
all speech therapists and clinical psychologists working in this area.

articulation tests speech therapy: A Screening Deep Test of Articulation Eugene Thomas
McDonald, 1968

articulation tests speech therapy: Assessment in Speech-Language Pathology Kenneth G.
Shipley, Julie G. McAfee, 2023-11-10 Assessment in Speech-Language Pathology: A Resource
Manual, Seventh Edition is the bestselling book on assessment for academic courses and clinical
practice. The book covers the diagnosis and evaluation of a wide range of communication disorders
in children and adults. This one-of-a-kind manual provides a comprehensive package of reference
materials, explanations of assessment procedures, and practical stimulus suggestion. Many
reproducible worksheets, forms, reports, and quick-reference tables are provided. Each chapter
references many of the most used published tests and resources for assessing the given disorder.
Multiple links are provided for online testing materials, including some standardized tests. This
highly practical resource is separated into two easy-to-navigate sections: Part I highlights
preparatory considerations; Part II provides materials and suggestions for assessing communicative
disorders. New to the Seventh Edition: * New chapter describing an assessment from start to finish *
Reorganized and expanded content on psychometric principles of assessment * New information on
assessment via telepractice * New information on play-based assessment * New information on
sharing electronic medical information * Reorganized and expanded content on medical and
psychological conditions associated with communicative disorders * Several new tables and figures
throughout to improve ease of understanding the material * Several new forms and worksheets for
assessment * Updates to each chapter to reflect current research and practice * Updated and new
recommendations for published assessment tools, sources of additional information, online
resources, and apps * Multiple links to online assessment resources, including free materials and
standardized testing materials Key Features: * Full-color design with images, charts, and
illustrations to engage readers and display key concepts * Each chapter concludes with practical
forms, including worksheets, checklists, and additional sources of information * Glossary of key
terms Disclaimer: Please note that ancillary content (such as eFlashcards, quizzes, and
downloadable versions of the forms and worksheets) are not be included as published in the original
print version of this book.

articulation tests speech therapy: Encyclopedia of School Psychology T. Stuart Watson,
Christopher H. Skinner, 2012-12-06 School psychologists are on the front lines in dealing with the
most significant challenges facing children and the educational community today. And in a world of
ever-increasing risks and obstacles for students, school psychologists must be able to use their
in-depth psychological and educational training to work effectively with students, parents, teachers,
administrators, and other mental health professionals to help create safe learning environments. By
recognizing each individual student's unique circumstances and personality, school psychologists
are able to offer specialized services to address such crucial children's issues as: family troubles
(e.g., divorce, death); school assignments; depression; anger management; substance abuse; study
skills; learning disabilities; sexuality; and self-discipline. The Encyclopedia of School Psychology
provides school psychologists and other educational and mental health professionals with a thorough
understanding of the most current theories, research, and practices in this critical area. In addition,
the Encyclopedia offers the most up-to-date information on important issues from assessment to
intervention to prevention techniques.
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States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Select Subcommittee on Education,
1971

articulation tests speech therapy: Comprehensive Child Development Act of 1971 United
States. Congress. House. Education and Labor, 1971

articulation tests speech therapy: Clinical Management of Articulatory and Phonologic
Disorders Mary Ellen Gordon-Brannan, Curtis E. Weiss, 2007 This revised Third Edition serves as
the primary textbook for introductory courses in articulation and phonological disorders. The text
focuses on articulation and phonological development and disorders, their management, and the
many approaches/techniques of current treatment. Features of this clear text include: chapter
subheadings that lead students throughout the material; boxed questions about important
information; case examples to illustrate practical applications; chapter content summaries and study
suggestions for instructors; and 100 illustrations. Chapters on treatment feature quick reference
protocols of various treatments for students to use in planning intervention for case study projects,
observations of clinicians, or their own clients.

articulation tests speech therapy: Hearings, Reports and Prints of the House
Committee on Education and Labor United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education
and Labor, 1972

articulation tests speech therapy: Hegde's PocketGuide to Assessment in
Speech-Language Pathology, Fifth Edition M. N. Hegde, 2025-07-03 Now in its fifth edition,
Hegde's PocketGuide to Assessment in Speech-Language Pathology is a renowned resource, the first
of its kind, and now a classic in communication sciences and disorders. This new, fifth edition of the
PocketGuide to Assessment, retains and enhances its unique feature of three books in one: a
dictionary of assessment procedures, a textbook on assessment of every disorder of communication,
and a very practical and comprehensive clinical guide that clinicians can use in their everyday
practice. With this guide, both students and professional clinicians may have—at their
fingertips—the encyclopedic knowledge of the entire range of assessment concepts and approaches,
common methods and procedures, standardized tests as well as client specific alternatives, and
specific guidelines and techniques to assess all disorders of communication, including those in
ethnoculturally diverse individuals. The speech-language pathologist that has this handy guide in his
or her pocket will have a quick as well as a detailed description of not only standard and
standardized assessment procedures, but also task-oriented assessment outlines the clinician may
follow in assessing every client with any kind of communication disorder. Many assessment outlines
are self-sufficient in the manner of client-specific or criterion-referenced procedures that help
evaluate impaired tasks that are also treatment targets. If preferred, clinicians may not need any
other assessment procedures, including standardized tests, to make a thorough diagnostic and
differential diagnostic assessment. The information may be easily and quickly reviewed before
assessment sessions, course examinations, and the Praxis test in speech-language pathology. New to
the Fourth Edition: Streamlined and enhanced information on social communication assessment that
includes all pragmatic language skills assessment Expanded description of Quality of Life (QoL)
assessments under each major disorder of communication as well as in a new entry Information on
qualitative versus quantitative assessment New information on ethnographic interview of clients and
family members New information on teleassessment procedures, limitations, and possibilities
relative to disorders of communication A new entry on Artificial Intelligence (Al) in assessment, its
application to specific disorders, its current limitations, and future possibilities A streamlined and
updated new entry on assessment of communication disorders in ethnoculturally diverse individuals
Updated and reformatted entry on genetic and congenital disorders associated with communication
disorders All entries updated to reflect current practice, procedures, and the research base for every
disorder of communication Tables of standardized tests and other materials better integrated with
the main entry Information on newer standardized tests and evidence-based alternative approaches
to assess ethnoculturally diverse individuals Succinct presentation of assessment outlines that
clinicians can use during assessment Liberal use of heading styles for quicker access to assessment



subtopics or procedures Key Features: Current knowledge on assessment philosophies, approaches,
and techniques Alphabetical entries for ease of access Underlined terms that alert the reader for
cross-referenced entries on related concepts and procedures Detailed diagnostic guidelines on
disorders of communication Detailed differential diagnostic guidelines on disorders that tend to be
confused Summaries of developmental norms Assessment guidelines and procedures for African
American and bilingual individuals, including the Hispanic, Native American, and Asian American
persons with communication disorders.

articulation tests speech therapy: Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors , 1968 4th-7th eds.
contain a special chapter on The role and function of the thesaurus in education, by Frederick
Goodman.

articulation tests speech therapy: Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors Educational Resources
Information Center (U.S.), James E. Houston, 1986 Thesaurus of the Educational Resources
Information Center (ERIC) in the US (English only). Contains all standard thesaurus relations; initial
entry into the thesaurus is by using the Wizard function.

articulation tests speech therapy: Language Disorders from Infancy Through Adolescence
Rhea Paul, 2007-01-01 This text provides students with the information needed to properly assess
childhood language disorders and decide appropriate treatments. The book covers language
development from birth to adolescence.

articulation tests speech therapy: Language Development and Disorders W. Yule, M.
Rutter, 1987 Communication disabilities are common, although their precise nature and degree of
severity vary greatly among individuals. They are among the most handicapping of disabilities
because they isolate a person and in so doing restrict social, educational, and occupational
opportunities. One of the purposes of this book was to bring together theoretical, practical, and
clinical knowledge from several disciplines that bear on language and communication into some
reasonably accessible form. The intent is to provide a broad and multi-faceted view of language
development and language disorders. Thus, contributions from education, linguistics, psychology,
pediatrics, psychiatry, neurology, neuropsychology, and speech therapy are included. They describe
our current knowledge of language development, suggest classifications for language pathology,
outline what is known of the epidemiology of language difficulties, consider assessment and therapy,
alternative communication systems and the impact of the new technology on communication aids.
The variety of perspectives that it provides will make it particularly useful to the range of specialists
who are concerned with the development of communication skills and language disorders.

articulation tests speech therapy: Medicare, Part A Intermediary Manual ,

articulation tests speech therapy: Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors , 1990

articulation tests speech therapy: Hearings, Reports, Public Laws United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor, 1967

articulation tests speech therapy: Cleft Lip and Palate Samuel Berkowitz, 2006-05-20
Reviews the treatment concepts in several areas of cleft involvement. This text consists of
longitudinal facial and palatal growth studies of dental casts, photographs, panorexes and
cephalographs from birth to adolescence. Throughout the growth and treatment concepts, the need
for differential diagnosis in treatment planning has been underscored.

articulation tests speech therapy: Research in Education , 1970

articulation tests speech therapy: Resources in Education, 1971

articulation tests speech therapy: Textbook of Developmental Pediatrics Marvin I.
Gottlieb, Janice E. Williams, 2013-11-11 Child/adolescent development and behavior have been a
traditional concern of prima ry health care providers. However, it was not until the mid-1960s that
attempts were made to consolidate developmental-behavioral issues into an identifiably distinct fund
of medi cal knowledge. During the ensuing two decades, developmental-behavioral pediatrics was
recognized as a clinical and research subspecialty, within the framework of compre hensive health
care for children. The influence of public advocacy groups, topic-dedicated journals, national
professional specialty societies, subject-related continuing education programs, and federal




legislation (PL94-142) has served to crystallize developmen tal-behavioral pediatrics as a specialized
field of study. As a consequence, during the past ten years significant modifications have
restructured medical student and pediatric resi dent education, providing an emphasis on
developmental-behavioral issues. The focus on neurodevelopmental, educational, and psychosocial
issues reflects changing priorities in traditional health care for children. The postgraduate training
of pediatric fellows, in two and three-year training programs, was initiated to accommodate
professional manpower needs in both academic and practice settings. Many of the problems in
childhood development and behavior frequently span the traditional areas of child neurology, child
psychiatry, and general pediatrics. As a result there has been some confusion in demarcating
professional responsibilities in diagnosis and management, as well as poorly defined terminology
and classification schemas. With the birth of developmental pediatrics as a pediatric specialty, a
more cohesive fund of knowledge has been accumulated and more meaningful strategies have
beendesigned for prevention, diagnosis, and management.
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