aia guide to chicago

AlA Guide to Chicago: Exploring the Architectural Marvels of the Windy City

aia guide to chicago offers an insightful journey through one of the most architecturally
rich cities in the United States. Chicago’s skyline is synonymous with innovation, history,
and design excellence, making it a must-visit destination for architecture enthusiasts and
casual visitors alike. From towering skyscrapers to hidden gems scattered throughout
diverse neighborhoods, this guide unpacks the essence of Chicago’s built environment with
a focus on its architectural significance, history, and cultural impact.

Discovering Chicago’s Architectural Heritage

Chicago is often hailed as the birthplace of modern architecture. The city’s architectural
story began to unfold dramatically after the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, which cleared the
way for an unprecedented rebuilding effort. This rebuilding phase gave rise to pioneering
architects and styles that would influence architecture worldwide.

The Chicago School and the Birth of the Skyscraper

The AlA guide to Chicago highlights the Chicago School of architecture, a movement that
introduced the steel-frame construction technique essential for skyscrapers. Architects like
Louis Sullivan and Daniel Burnham played pivotal roles during this era. Sullivan’s famous
maxim, “form follows function,” underscored the philosophy behind these designs.

Buildings like the Carson, Pirie, Scott and Company Building and the Reliance Building
showcase the Chicago School’s characteristics: large plate-glass windows, minimal
ornamentation, and a strong emphasis on verticality. These structures are not just
buildings; they are monuments to innovation and progress.

Modernism and Postmodernism in Chicago

Moving into the 20th century, Chicago embraced modernism with open arms. The AIA guide
to Chicago points to iconic works by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, who brought the
International Style to prominence with sleek, glass-and-steel buildings such as the 860-880
Lake Shore Drive Apartments. These designs emphasized simplicity, transparency, and
functionality.

Later, postmodern architects introduced playful elements and historic references as a
reaction to modernism’s austerity. Philip Johnson’s AT&T Building (now 550 Madison
Avenue in New York, but with Chicago influence) and the James R. Thompson Center are
examples where bold shapes and colors redefined urban architecture.



Architectural Tours and Neighborhoods to
Explore

One of the most engaging ways to experience Chicago’s architecture is through guided
tours. The AIA guide to Chicago recommends exploring both the famous and lesser-known
neighborhoods to get a comprehensive view of the city’s design diversity.

Chicago River Architecture Tour

The Chicago River is the city’s architectural spine. Taking a river cruise offers a unique
vantage point to appreciate the skyline’s evolution. From the historic Wrigley Building to
the modern Aqua Tower, the river tour narrates the city’s transformation through its
structures.

Exploring the Loop and the Magnificent Mile

Downtown Chicago, particularly the Loop, is home to some of the city’s oldest and most
iconic buildings. The AIA guide to Chicago encourages visitors to stroll the Loop to see gems
like the Chicago Board of Trade Building and the Rookery Building, which features a
stunning lobby redesigned by Frank Lloyd Wright.

Further north, the Magnificent Mile offers a blend of historic and contemporary architecture.
Here, you'll find everything from the neo-Gothic Tribune Tower to the sleek John Hancock
Center, a perfect example of structural expressionism.

Neighborhood Gems: Hyde Park and Wicker Park

For a different flavor, venturing into neighborhoods like Hyde Park and Wicker Park reveals
residential architectural styles and cultural layers. Hyde Park, home to the University of
Chicago, boasts works by Frank Lloyd Wright, including the Robie House, a masterpiece of
the Prairie School style. Wicker Park’s historic buildings and modern developments offer a
contrast that reflects Chicago’s ongoing evolution.

Understanding Architectural Styles Through the
AlA Guide to Chicago

Chicago’s architecture is a living textbook of styles, each with its stories and context. The
AlA guide to Chicago breaks down these styles to help visitors and students appreciate the
nuances.



Prairie School Architecture

Developed in the early 20th century, Prairie School architecture is characterized by
horizontal lines, flat or hipped roofs, and integration with the landscape. Frank Lloyd Wright
is the most famous proponent. The Robie House in Hyde Park is a prime example,
showcasing craftsmanship and harmony with nature.

Beaux-Arts and Classical Revival

These styles, influenced by European traditions, emphasize grandeur and ornamentation.
The Art Institute of Chicago’s main building and the Chicago Cultural Center stand as
testaments to this era, with their elaborate facades and rich detailing.

Brutalism and Contemporary Trends

In the mid-20th century, Chicago embraced brutalism, seen in massive concrete structures
like the Harold Washington Library. Today, contemporary architecture in Chicago includes
sustainable designs and innovative materials, as evidenced by projects like the Vista Tower,
which combines elegance with eco-friendly features.

Tips for Architecture Enthusiasts Visiting Chicago

The AIA guide to Chicago isn’t just about buildings; it’s about experiencing the city in a way
that deepens your understanding and appreciation of design.

e Plan your visits around guided tours: Many organizations offer walking and boat
tours led by knowledgeable guides who share fascinating stories behind each building.

¢ Visit architectural landmarks early: Popular sites like the Robie House or the
Rookery can get crowded. Early visits allow for a more intimate experience.

e Explore beyond downtown: Neighborhoods offer insight into Chicago’s
architectural diversity and are often less crowded.

e Use resources like the AIA guide to Chicago: These guides provide maps,
historical context, and detailed descriptions that enhance your exploration.

e Check for special exhibitions and events: Museums like the Chicago Architecture
Center often host exhibits and lectures that deepen your understanding.



The Role of the American Institute of Architects
in Chicago

The American Institute of Architects (AlA) plays a crucial role in promoting architectural
awareness and education in Chicago. The AIA guide to Chicago is part of a broader effort to
celebrate and preserve the city’s architectural legacy. Through events, publications, and
advocacy, the AIA supports innovation while honoring Chicago’s rich history.

Chicago’s architecture is not merely about aesthetics; it tells stories of resilience,
innovation, and cultural identity. Whether you’re an architect, student, or traveler, using
the AIA guide to Chicago will enrich your experience by connecting you with the city’s
architectural heartbeat in meaningful ways.

Exploring Chicago through its architecture reveals a dynamic urban canvas where history
and modernity coexist. The city’s buildings are more than structures; they are a testament
to human creativity and vision, inviting everyone to appreciate the art of design in
everyday life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the AIA Guide to Chicago?

The AIA Guide to Chicago is a comprehensive architectural guidebook published by the
American Institute of Architects that details notable buildings, landmarks, and architectural
styles in Chicago.

Who is the author of the AIA Guide to Chicago?

The AIA Guide to Chicago was primarily authored by Alice Sinkevitch, with contributions
from other architecture experts.

What types of buildings are featured in the AIA Guide to
Chicago?
The guide features a wide range of buildings including historic landmarks, modern

skyscrapers, residential homes, public buildings, and unique architectural sites throughout
Chicago.

How can the AIA Guide to Chicago help tourists?

The guide provides detailed descriptions, historical context, and architectural significance,
helping tourists understand and appreciate Chicago's rich architectural heritage during
their visits.



Is the AIA Guide to Chicago suitable for architecture
students?

Yes, the guide is an excellent resource for architecture students as it offers insights into
different architectural styles, design principles, and the evolution of Chicago’s urban
landscape.

Are there digital versions of the AlIA Guide to Chicago
available?

Yes, digital versions of the AIA Guide to Chicago are available through various online
retailers and platforms, making it accessible on e-readers and mobile devices.

How often is the AIA Guide to Chicago updated?

The AIA Guide to Chicago is periodically updated to include new buildings, renovations, and
changes in the city’s architectural scene to keep the information current.

Does the AIA Guide to Chicago include maps or walking
tours?

Yes, the guide often includes maps and suggested walking tours to help readers explore
Chicago's architecture in a structured and informative way.

Where can | purchase the AIA Guide to Chicago?

The AIA Guide to Chicago can be purchased from bookstores, online retailers like Amazon,
and sometimes directly from the American Institute of Architects or local Chicago shops
specializing in architecture and travel books.

Additional Resources
**AIA Guide to Chicago: Exploring the Architectural Heart of the Midwest**

aia guide to chicago offers an authoritative exploration of one of America’s most
architecturally significant cities. As the birthplace of the modern skyscraper and a hub of
innovative design, Chicago presents a rich tapestry of architectural styles, historical
narratives, and urban development. The American Institute of Architects (AlA) Guide to
Chicago serves as an indispensable resource, meticulously cataloging the city’s built
environment while providing critical insight into the evolution of architectural trends and
urban planning. This article delves into the key aspects of the AIA Guide to Chicago,
highlighting its role in shaping understanding of the city's architectural heritage and its
relevance for professionals, enthusiasts, and visitors alike.



Understanding the AIA Guide to Chicago

The AIA Guide to Chicago, first published in 1966 and frequently updated, is a
comprehensive compendium that details over 1,200 buildings, landmarks, and structures
across the city. Authored by experts in architecture and urban studies, this guide combines
historical context with architectural critique, making it a unique blend of scholarly resource
and practical handbook. The guide’s approach is analytical, emphasizing not just the
aesthetic qualities of buildings but also their socio-cultural significance and contributions to
Chicago’s urban fabric.

Scope and Structure

The guide is organized geographically, with entries categorized by neighborhoods and
districts. This geographic arrangement enables readers to understand how Chicago’s
architecture interacts with its urban environment. From the towering glass facades of the
Loop to the historic brick warehouses of the West Loop and the residential charm of Hyde
Park, the AIA Guide to Chicago provides an in-depth narrative of the city’s architectural
diversity.

Each entry typically includes:

¢ Building name and address

¢ Architect(s) and year of construction
e Architectural style and key features
e Contextual history and significance

e Photographs or sketches (in print editions)

This detailed format makes the guide an invaluable tool not only for architects and
historians but also for tourists seeking to appreciate Chicago’s architectural richness
beyond surface-level sightseeing.

Chicago’s Architectural Landscape Through the
AlA Lens

Chicago’s architectural identity is inseparable from its history as a hub for innovation and
resilience. The city’s rebuilding efforts following the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 laid the
foundation for pioneering construction techniques and the birth of the skyscraper. The AIA
Guide to Chicago captures this transformative journey, mapping out key milestones and
architectural icons that define the city’s skyline.



The Chicago School and the Birth of Modern
Skyscrapers

One of the most significant architectural movements chronicled in the AIA Guide to Chicago
is the Chicago School, which emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Architects
like Louis Sullivan and Daniel Burnham championed new structural systems, notably steel-
frame construction, that enabled buildings to reach unprecedented heights. The guide
highlights landmarks such as the Reliance Building and the Auditorium Building,
emphasizing their pioneering use of large plate glass windows and ornamental terra cotta
facades.

The guide also contextualizes these innovations within broader urban development trends,
illustrating how these early skyscrapers not only transformed Chicago’s skyline but also
influenced architectural practices worldwide.

Modernism and Postmodernism: Chicago’s Architectural
Evolution

Moving into the mid-20th century, the AIA Guide to Chicago documents the city’s embrace
of modernist principles, characterized by minimalism, functionalism, and new materials.
Buildings like Ludwig Mies van der Rohe’s Farnsworth House and the 860-880 Lake Shore
Drive Apartments illustrate the International Style’s impact on Chicago’s architectural
vocabulary.

The guide also captures the shift toward postmodernism in the 1970s and 1980s, where
architects reintroduced ornamentation and historical references into their designs. The
James R. Thompson Center and the Harold Washington Library are examples of this eclectic
approach, blending innovation with contextual sensitivity.

Utilizing the AIA Guide: Practical Applications

The AIA Guide to Chicago serves multiple audiences, from academic researchers to casual
visitors. Understanding its applications can deepen appreciation for the city’s architecture
and inform urban policy and design practices.

For Architects and Urban Planners

Professionals in architecture and urban planning rely on the guide to analyze historical
precedents, understand regulatory environments, and draw inspiration from Chicago’s
diverse built environment. The guide’s thorough documentation aids in preservation efforts
and informs new projects that seek to harmonize with the city’s architectural legacy.



For Tourists and Architecture Enthusiasts

Visitors to Chicago can use the AIA Guide as a curated itinerary, discovering lesser-known
buildings alongside iconic landmarks. Unlike typical tourist guides, the AIA Guide offers
detailed architectural analysis that enriches the experience of exploring neighborhoods like
the Gold Coast, Lincoln Park, and the South Loop.

Comparative Insights: AlIA Guide to Chicago
Versus Other Architectural Guides

While many cities boast architectural guides, the AIA Guide to Chicago stands out for its
depth and scholarly rigor. Compared to guides for cities like New York or San Francisco, the
Chicago edition uniquely emphasizes the city’s pioneering role in architectural innovation.
This makes it an essential reference for comparative urban studies and architectural
history.

Strengths

Comprehensive coverage of over a thousand buildings

Balanced integration of historical context and architectural critique

Geographical organization facilitating neighborhood-level exploration

Regular updates reflecting ongoing urban development

Limitations

e Primarily print-focused, with limited digital or interactive content
e May overwhelm casual readers due to its scholarly tone and detail

e Photographic documentation sometimes limited to black-and-white images

Despite these minor drawbacks, the AIA Guide to Chicago remains an authoritative
resource that sets a high standard for architectural documentation.



Emerging Trends and Future Directions in
Chicago Architecture

The AIA Guide to Chicago, through its periodic revisions, also captures emerging trends
shaping the city’s architectural future. Sustainable design, adaptive reuse, and community-
oriented development are increasingly prominent themes. Recent projects like the 150
North Riverside building and the expansion of Millennium Park showcase how contemporary
architects balance innovation with environmental and social responsibilities.

Moreover, the guide’s evolving entries reflect Chicago’s efforts to preserve its industrial
heritage while embracing new technologies and urban lifestyles. This dynamic interplay
between preservation and progress is a recurring theme that the AIA Guide effectively
highlights.

Chicago’s architectural narrative, as documented by the AIA Guide, underscores the city’s
role as a living laboratory of design innovation. For those invested in understanding the
complex layers of urban architecture, the guide remains an indispensable reference that
bridges past achievements with future possibilities.

Aia Guide To Chicago

aia guide to chicago: AIA Guide to Chicago Alice Sinkevitch, Laurie McGovern Petersen, 2004
Completely revised and updated, AIA Guide to Chicago, Second Edition is the liveliest and most
wide-ranging guide ever written about Chicago's architecture. More than a thousand individual
buildings are featured, along with more than four hundred photos-many taken expressly for this
volume-and thirty-five specially commissioned maps. The book is arranged geographically so that the
user, whether Chicago citizen or visitor, can tour each area of the city as conveniently as possible.
Building descriptions focus on the illuminating-but easily overlooked-details that give the
behind-the-scenes, often unexpected story of why a building took the shape it did. And in the best
Chicago tradition, this guide does not shy away from opinions where opinions are called for.
Comprehensively researched, meticulously written, and more than thorough.

aia guide to chicago: AIA Guide to Chicago American Institute of Architects Chicago,
2022-06-28 Chicago’s architecture attracts visitors from around the globe. The fourth edition of the
AIA Guide to Chicago is the best portable resource for exploring this most breathtaking and dynamic
of cityscapes. The editors offer entries on new destinations like the Riverwalk, the St. Regis Chicago,
and The 606 as well as updated descriptions of Willis Tower and other refreshed landmarks.
Thirty-four maps and over 500 photos make it easy to find each of the almost 2000 featured sites. A
special insert, new to this edition, showcases the variety of Chicago architecture with over 80
full-color images arranged chronologically. A comprehensive index organizes entries by name and
architect. Sumptuously detailed and user friendly, the AIA Guide to Chicago encourages travelers
and residents alike to explore the many diverse neighborhoods of one of the world’s great
architectural destinations.

aia guide to chicago: AIA Guide to Chicago Alice Sinkevitch, Laurie McGovern Petersen,
Chicago Architecture Foundation, Landmarks Preservation Council of Illinois, 1993

aia guide to chicago: AIA Guide to Chicago American Institute of Architects, 2014

aia guide to chicago: AIA Guide to Chicago Alice Sinkevitch, 2004-04-01
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aia guide to chicago: Guide to Chicago's Twenty-First-Century Architecture Chicago
Architecture Center, John Hill, 2021-06-08 Exploring a new century of architecture in the Windy City
Chicago's wealth of architectural treasures makes it one of the world's majestic cityscapes.
Published in collaboration with the Chicago Architecture Center, this easy-to-use guide invites you to
discover the new era of twenty-first-century architecture in the Windy City via two hundred
architecturally significant buildings and spaces in the city and suburbs. Features include: Entries
organized by neighborhood Maps with easy-to-locate landmarks and mass transit options
Background on each entry, including the design architect, name and address, description, and other
essential information Sidebars on additional sites and projects A detailed supplemental section with
a glossary, selected bibliography, and indexes by architect, building name, and building type
Up-to-date and illustrated with almost four hundred color photos, the Guide to Chicago's
Twenty-First-Century Architecture takes travelers and locals on a journey into an ever-changing
architectural mecca.

aia guide to chicago: The Rough Guide to Chicago Rough Guides, 2009-07-01 The Rough
Guide to Chicago is the ultimate travel guide with clear maps and detailed coverage of all the best
attractions Chicago has to offer. Discover the pulsating metropolis of Chicago from the Gospel
brunch at the House of Blues, a heavenly but fattening experience, to the Oak Street Beach, the
glorious summertime playground in a somewhat unexpected location. Packed with detailed, practical
advice on what to see and do in Chicago, this guide provides reliable, up-to-date descriptions of the
best hotels in Chicago, Chicago's best bars and recommended restaurants, and tips on the best
shopping and festivals in Chicago for all budgets. Featuring detailed coverage on a full range of
attractions; from the Maxwell Street Market and Steppenwolf Theatre, to boat trips on the Chicago
River and the Ravinia Festival, you'll find expert tips on exploring Chicago's amazing attractions
with an authoritative background on Chicago's rich culture and history. Explore all corners of
Chicago with the clearest maps of any guide. Make the most of your holiday with The Rough Guide
to Chicago.

aia guide to chicago: The Rough Guide to Chicago Rich McHugh, 2003 An honest, illustrated,
detailed guide to the quintessential American city. Full coverage of all the neighbourhoods,
including the downtown Loop and its prominent skyline, and ethnic enclaves like Greektown and
Pilsen, plu ssighs from the Art Institute of Chicago to the shops on Michigan Avenue and all the
Frank Lloyd Wright houses in Oak Park. Listings of restaurants, nightlife and accomodation cater for
all budgets and include places to hear the Chicago Blues and engage in local pastimes such as
rooting for the doomed Cubs baseball team. Tours and excursions to the North Shore are also listed.

aia guide to chicago: A Guide to Chicago's Murals Mary Lackritz Gray, 2001-04 Covering
WPA murals to more current artwork, this handbook features full-color illustrations of nearly 200
Chicago murals with accompanying entries that describe their history. 204 color plates. 35
halftones.

aia guide to chicago: A Field Guide to American Houses Virginia Savage McAlester,
2015-07-29 The fully expanded, updated, and freshly designed second edition of the most
comprehensive and widely acclaimed guide to domestic architecture: in print since its original
publication in 1984, and acknowledged everywhere as the unmatched, essential guide to American
houses. This revised edition includes a section on neighborhoods; expanded and completely new
categories of house styles with photos and descriptions of each; an appendix on Approaches to
Construction in the 20th and 21st Centuries; an expanded bibliography; and 600 new photographs
and line drawings.

aia guide to chicago: At Home in the Loop Lois Wille, 1998-10 Lois Wille's illustrated
account provides behind-the-scenes insight into how a small number of Chicago business leaders
transformed the dangerous and seedy South Loop into an integrated and thriving community in the
heart of the central city. The obstacles to the evolution of Dearborn Park were quite formidable,
including a succession of six mayors, huge economic impediments, policy disputes engendered
among people used to making their own corporate decisions, the wretched reputation of the South




Loop, problems with the Chicago public school system, and public mistrust of a project supported by
the wealthy, no matter how altruistic the goal. It took twenty years and millions of dollars, but it will
pay off and in fact is paying off right now. With Dearborn Park, Chicago left a formula that other
cities can use to turn fallow land into vibrant neighborhoods--without big government subsidies. As
Wille explains, the realization of this vision requires shared investment and shared risk on the part
of local businesses, financial institutions, and government. It links private and public influence and
capital. Wille explains how these elements worked together to build a neighborhood in a blighted
tract of Chicago's Loop. She also describes how key decisions affecting the public interest were
made during a time of profound change in the city's political life: Dearborn Park was conceived
during the final years of the most powerful political machine in America and had to adapt as that
machine crumbled and city government was reshaped

aia guide to chicago: Chicago's Greatest Year, 1893 Joseph Gustaitis, 2013-05-01 In 1893, the
27.5 million visitors to the Chicago World’s Fair feasted their eyes on the impressive architecture of
the White City, lit at night by thousands of electric lights. In addition to marveling at the
revolutionary exhibits, most visitors discovered something else: beyond the fair’s 633 acres lay a
modern metropolis that rivaled the world’s greatest cities. The Columbian Exposition marked
Chicago’s arrival on the world stage, but even without the splendor of the fair, 1893 would still have
been Chicago’s greatest year. An almost endless list of achievements took place in Chicago in 1893.
Chicago’s most important skyscraper was completed in 1893, and Frank Lloyd Wright opened his
office in the same year. African American physician and Chicagoan Daniel Hale Williams performed
one of the first known open-heart surgeries in 1893. Sears and Roebuck was incorporated, and
William Wrigley invented Juicy Fruit gum that year. The Field Museum, the Art Institute of Chicago,
and the Museum of Science and Industry all started in 1893. The Cubs’ new ballpark opened in this
year, and an Austro-Hungarian immigrant began selling hot dogs outside the World’s Fair grounds.
His wares became the famous “Chicago hot dog.” “Cities are not buildings; cities are people,” writes
author Joseph Gustaitis. Throughout the book, he brings forgotten pioneers back to the forefront of
Chicago’s history, connecting these important people of 1893 with their effects on the city and its
institutions today. The facts in this history of a year range from funny to astounding, showcasing
innovators, civic leaders, VIPs, and power brokers who made 1893 Chicago about so much more
than the fair.

aia guide to chicago: The Wrigley Building Robert Sharoff, 2025-04-08 An in-depth look at
America’s historic skyscraper and Chicago’s most iconic building. This is the captivating story of the
spectacular architecture of the century-old Wrigley Building—its design, construction, and enduring
significance as one of Chicago’s most emblematic buildings. Through meticulous research and
spectacular photography, the book unearths a century’s worth of architectural, social, and business
history, shedding light on many aspects of the Wrigley Building for the first time. The Wrigley
represents the high-water mark of Beaux Arts Classicism in the city, a gleaming white palazzo at the
head of Chicago’s grandest boulevard, Michigan Avenue. With lavish terra-cotta ornamentation, it
was Chicago’s tallest building when it opened in 1921. The book focuses on the intertwined stories
of William Wrigley Jr., the larger-than-life founder of the chewing gum empire, and Charles Gerhard
Beersman, the relatively unknown architect who, mentored by architect Julia Morgan, brought the
building to life. With stunning new photography alongside archival images, renderings, and original
blueprints and drawings, this volume is a must-have for any architecture enthusiast. It unveils a
fresh perspective on this architectural marvel as well as a wealth of fascinating social history
illuminating the building’s significance as more than just a structural landmark but as a nexus of
Chicago’s cultural, social, and business evolution. The book incorporates multiple paper stocks and
two gatefolds.

aia guide to chicago: Grant Park Dennis H Cremin, 2013-05-28 On November 4, 2008, when
president-elect Barack Obama celebrated his victory with more than one hundred thousand
supporters in Chicago, everyone knew where to meet. Long considered the showplace and cultural
center of Chicago, Grant Park has been the site of tragedy and tension, as well as success and joy. In



addition to serving as the staging grounds for Abraham Lincoln’s funeral procession through the
city, the park has been the setting for civil rights protests and the 1968 Democratic National
Convention demonstrations. The faithful attended the open-air mass of Pope John Paul II in Grant
Park, and fans gathered there to cheer for the Chicago Bulls after their championship wins. The long
park overlooking the beautiful waters of Lake Michigan has played an active part in Chicago and U.
S. history. In 1836, only three years after Chicago was founded, Chicagoans set aside the first
narrow shoreline as public ground and declared it “forever open, clear, and free. . . .” Chicago
historian and author Dennis H. Cremin reveals that despite such intent, the transformation of Grant
Park to the spectacular park it is more than 175 years later was a gradual process, at first fraught
with a lack of funding and organization, and later challenged by erosion, the railroads, automobiles,
and a continued battle between original intent and conceptions of progress. Throughout the book,
Cremin shows that while Grant Park’s landscape and uses have changed throughout its rocky
history, the public ground continues to serve “as a display case for the city and a calling card to
visitors.” Amply illustrated with maps and images from throughout Chicago’s history, Grant Park
shows readers how Chicago’s “front yard” developed into one of the finest urban parks in the
country today. 2014 Illinois State Historical Society Book of the Year

aia guide to chicago: Walking Chicago Robert Loerzel, 2020-08-11 Get to Know the Illinois
City’s Most Vibrant and Historic Neighborhoods Grab your walking shoes, and become an urban
adventurer. Chicagophile Robert Loerzel leads you on 35 unique walking tours in this
comprehensive guidebook. Go beyond the obvious with self-guided tours through one of the nation’s
most walkable cities, which is equal parts glamour and grit. Chicago’s diverse neighborhoods
represent a melting pot—from Little Italy to Greektown, Pilsen to Ukrainian Village. With this guide
in hand, you’ll soak up history, political gossip, and architectural trivia. Find ethnic culture in
Andersonville or high culture at the Art Institute. Listen to the blues on the South Side, or catch a
ballgame on the North Side. Marvel at the Frank Lloyd Wright architecture in Oak Park or at
nature’s masterpiece along Lake Michigan. There are tips on the best cafes, bars, and night spots.
With humorous anecdotes, surprising stories, and fun facts to share with others, this guidebook has
it all. Book Features 35 self-guided tours through the Windy City More than 20 miles of stunning
shoreline along Lake Michigan Fun facts and unknown stories to share with others Whether you're
looking for a walk on the beach or a slice of deep dish pizza, Walking Chicago will get you there. So
find a route that appeals to you, and walk Chicago!

aia guide to chicago: American Art Deco Carla Breeze, 2003 Art Deco architecture flourished
in large cities and small towns throughout America in the 1920s and 1930s. The style is now
captured in over 500 color photos of 75 lavish and innovatively designed buildings across the
country that have been preserved both outside and in, giving the full scope of this beloved, exciting
style.

aia guide to chicago: A Parisienne in Chicago Madame Léon Grandin, 2010 This fascinating
account of a French woman's impressions of America in the late nineteenth century reveals an
unusual cross-cultural journey through fin de siecle Paris, Chicago, and New York. Madame Leon
Grandin's travels and extended stay in Chicago in 1893 were the result of her husband's
collaboration on the fountain sculpture for the World's Columbian Exposition. Initially impressed
with the city's fast pace and architectural grandeur, Grandin's attentions were soon drawn to its
social and cultural customs, reflected as observations in her writing. During a ten-month interval as
a resident, she was intrigued by the interactions between men and women, mothers and their
children, teachers and students, and other human relationships, especially noting the comparative
social freedoms of American women. After this interval of acclimatization, the young Parisian
socialite had begun to view her own culture and its less liberated mores with considerable doubt. I
had tasted the fruit of independence, of intelligent activity, and was revolted at the idea of assuming
once again the passive and inferior role that awaited me! she wrote. Grandin's curiosity and interior
access to Chicago's social and domestic spaces produced an unusual travel narrative that goes
beyond the usual tourist reactions and provides a valuable resource for readers interested in late



nineteenth-century America, Chicago, and social commentary. Significantly, her feminine views on
American life are in marked contrast to parallel reflections on the culture by male visitors from
abroad. It is precisely the dual narrative of this text--the simultaneous recounting of a foreigner's
impressions, and the consequent questioning of her own cultural certainties--that make her book
unique. This translation includes an introductory essay by Arnold Lewis that situates Grandin's
account in the larger context of European visitors to Chicago in the 1890s.

aia guide to chicago: Hidden History of Old Town Shirley Baugher, 2011-06-14 New York
has Greenwich Village; New Orleans has its French Quarter; Paris has Montmartre. And Chicago has
its own little piece of charm that rivals them all. Chicago has Old Townan oasis in the steel and stone
heart of the city, an old-fashioned, do-it-yourself neighborhood beloved by artists and entrepreneurs
as the perfect place to find a muse and raise a family. And while a casual, inobservant visitor can feel
the magnetism of the place, lifelong residents may still be unaware of the hidden bits of history Old
Town has drawn into itself. Until now.

aia guide to chicago: Chicago's Classical Architecture David Stone, 2005 A pictorial tour of
Chicago's connection to classical architecture begins at the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition,
with it's gleaming White City of ornate Beaux-Arts buildings to Daniel Burnham's Plan of Chicago
which furthered classical building inChicago and throught the country.

aia guide to chicago: Route 66 in Chicago David G. Clark, 2007 Uses images from postcards
and vintage and modern photographs to present a pictorial tour of Chicago's section of America's
Mother Road, Route 66.
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