field guide to american houses

Field Guide to American Houses: Exploring Architectural Styles Across the
u.sS.

field guide to american houses offers a fascinating journey through the rich
architectural tapestry that defines neighborhoods across the United States.
From the charming Colonial homes of the East Coast to the sleek Mid-Century
Modern houses of California, American residential architecture tells a story
of history, culture, and evolving tastes. Whether you’re a homeowner, a
history buff, or simply curious about the unique styles that shape the places
we live, understanding the characteristics and origins of these homes can
deepen your appreciation for American neighborhoods.

Understanding the Diversity in American
Residential Architecture

The United States is a vast country with a melting pot of influences, which
is vividly reflected in its housing styles. Many architectural designs were
brought over by immigrants, adapted to local climates, or evolved in response
to technological advances and cultural shifts. This diversity means that
spotting and identifying American homes can feel like a fun and educational
treasure hunt.

Why a Field Guide to American Houses Matters

Having a field guide to American houses isn’t just for architects or real
estate professionals. Recognizing the subtle details—like roof pitch, window
styles, or decorative trims—helps people connect more deeply with their
communities and history. Plus, if you’re in the market for buying a home or
renovating, knowing the architectural style can guide your decisions to stay
authentic or blend seamlessly into your neighborhood.

Popular American House Styles and Their
Features

Let’s explore some of the most iconic American house styles you’'re likely to
encounter, highlighting their history and signature design elements.



Colonial Style

One of the earliest and most enduring American house types, Colonial homes
date back to the 1600s. These homes often have a symmetrical facade with
evenly spaced windows and a centered front door. The roofs are usually steep
and side-gabled, and chimneys often anchor either end of the house. Inside,
you'll find a straightforward, practical layout.

e Key features: Symmetry, double-hung windows with shutters, paneled doors
with sidelights, and dormers.

e Regions: East Coast, especially New England.

Craftsman Bungalows

Emerging in the early 20th century as part of the Arts and Crafts movement,
Craftsman bungalows emphasize handcrafted woodwork and natural materials.
They often have low-pitched roofs, wide eaves with exposed rafters, and
inviting front porches supported by thick columns.

e Key features: Built-in cabinetry, tapered columns, multi-pane windows
over a single pane, and open floor plans.

e Regions: West Coast, especially California, but found nationwide.

Victorian Houses

Victorian architecture brings to mind intricate woodwork, vibrant colors, and
asymmetrical shapes. This style flourished during Queen Victoria’s reign in
the late 19th century and includes subtypes like Queen Anne, Gothic Revival,
and Second Empire.

e Key features: Ornate trim (often called “gingerbread”), steep roofs, bay
windows, turrets, and stained glass.

e Regions: Popular in many older cities across the U.S., especially the
Northeast and Pacific Northwest.



Ranch Style

The Ranch style became a symbol of suburban expansion in the mid-20th
century. Known for its single-story layout and horizontal orientation, Ranch
houses are designed to blend indoor and outdoor living.

e Key features: Low-pitched rooflines, open floor plans, large picture
windows, attached garages, and sliding glass doors leading to patios.

e Regions: Popular nationwide, especially in the West and Southwest.

Mid-Century Modern

This style emerged after World War II and emphasizes simplicity, clean lines,
and integration with nature. Large windows, flat or gently sloping roofs, and
open interiors characterize Mid-Century Modern homes.

e Key features: Floor-to-ceiling glass, minimal ornamentation, open
spaces, and use of materials like steel and plywood.

* Regions: Particularly prevalent in California and other West Coast
states.

Tips for Identifying House Styles in Your
Neighborhood

When you walk around a neighborhood, a field guide to American houses can
help you decode the story behind each home. Here are some practical tips:

1. Look at the Roof: The shape and pitch of a roof can tell you a lot. For
example, steeply pitched roofs often indicate a Colonial or Victorian
style, while flat or low-pitched roofs hint at Ranch or Mid-Century
Modern.

2. Examine the Windows: Window styles and arrangements are distinctive.
Double-hung windows are common in Colonial homes, while casement windows

appear in Craftsman and Tudor styles.

3. Check the Exterior Materials: Wood siding, brick, stone, or stucco can



offer clues about the architectural era and regional influences.

4. Notice Decorative Details: Look for trim, columns, shutters, brackets,
or other ornamental features that signal a particular style.

5. Consider the Layout: The number of stories, porch style, and garage
placement can further narrow down the style.

Preserving and Appreciating American
Architectural Heritage

Recognizing the diverse styles of American houses not only enriches your
understanding but also promotes preservation efforts. Many historic
neighborhoods rely on the awareness and care of residents to maintain the
integrity of these architectural gems. If you’re interested in renovation or
remodeling, respecting the original style can increase a home’s value and
charm.

Local historical societies and preservation organizations often provide
resources and field guides tailored to your region, helping you dive deeper
into the architectural history around you.

How Style Influences Home Value

Certain architectural styles can enhance a home’s market appeal depending on
the area. For example, Victorian homes with restored details can command
premium prices in historic districts, while Mid-Century Modern homes attract
buyers looking for sleek, minimalist designs. Recognizing these nuances is
useful whether you’re buying, selling, or renovating.

Exploring Regional Variations in American Homes

The American landscape is vast, and environmental factors strongly influence
house design. For example, the deep porches and raised foundations of
Southern homes address heat and humidity, while the compact, insulated
designs of Northern homes help retain warmth. Here’'s a quick look at regional
characteristics:

e New England: Colonial and Cape Cod styles dominate, with simple lines
and steep roofs to shed snow.



e Mid-Atlantic & South: Georgian and Plantation styles, often featuring
large columns and expansive porches.

e Midwest: Prairie-style homes inspired by Frank Lloyd Wright emphasize
horizontal lines and integration with the flat landscape.

e West Coast: Craftsman bungalows and Mid-Century Modern homes prevail,
designed to blend indoor and outdoor spaces.

e Southwest: Adobe and Pueblo Revival styles with earth-toned stucco and
flat roofs reflect Native American and Spanish influences.

Each region’s climate, history, and culture shape the homes you’ll find
there, making a field guide to American houses an invaluable tool for
exploration.

Embracing the Stories Behind the Walls

Every American house carries stories—of the people who built them, the eras
they survived, and the communities they anchor. Taking the time to learn
about architectural styles transforms a simple walk through your neighborhood
into an enriching experience. You’ll begin to notice how design connects to
lifestyle, technology, and even social history.

Whether you’re admiring the craftsmanship of a Victorian turret or the sleek
lines of a Ranch home, remember that these houses are more than just
structures—they’re living chapters of American history.

By keeping a field guide to American houses in mind, you open the door to a
deeper connection with the places you call home and the neighborhoods you
explore.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Field Guide to American Houses' about?

The 'Field Guide to American Houses' is a comprehensive reference book that
categorizes and describes various architectural styles of American
residential buildings, helping readers identify and understand different
house types across the United States.

Who is the author of the 'Field Guide to American



Houses'?

The 'Field Guide to American Houses' was written by Virginia Savage
McAlester, a renowned architectural historian and preservationist.

Why is the 'Field Guide to American Houses'
considered important?

It is considered important because it provides detailed descriptions,
historical context, and visual examples of American house styles, making it
an essential resource for architects, historians, preservationists, and
enthusiasts interested in American residential architecture.

What types of house styles are covered in the 'Field
Guide to American Houses'?

The guide covers a wide range of styles including Colonial, Victorian,
Craftsman, Ranch, Modern, and many regional and vernacular house types
prevalent in different parts of the United States.

How can the 'Field Guide to American Houses' help
homeowners?

Homeowners can use the guide to identify the architectural style of their
home, learn about its historical significance, and make informed decisions
about restoration, renovation, or preservation that maintain the house’s
character and value.

Is the 'Field Guide to American Houses' useful for
real estate professionals?

Yes, real estate professionals can benefit from the guide by gaining a better
understanding of architectural styles, which can help them accurately
describe properties, assess their historical value, and appeal to buyers
interested in particular styles.

Are there updated editions of the 'Field Guide to
American Houses'?

Yes, updated editions of the 'Field Guide to American Houses' have been
published to include new research, additional house styles, and expanded
photographic documentation to reflect changes and trends in American
residential architecture.



Additional Resources

Field Guide to American Houses: Exploring Architectural Diversity Across the
United States

field guide to american houses serves as an essential resource for anyone
interested in the rich architectural tapestry that spans the United States.
From the humble Craftsman bungalows dotting the West Coast suburbs to the
stately Colonial Revival homes in New England, American residential
architecture reflects a complex interplay of historical influences, regional
climates, cultural trends, and evolving lifestyles. This guide aims to
dissect the defining characteristics of prominent American house styles,
offering a detailed examination that aids homeowners, historians, architects,
and enthusiasts in identifying and appreciating the nuances of each.

Understanding the Historical Context of
American House Styles

American houses are more than just shelters; they are historical artifacts
encapsulating the story of the nation’s development. The architectural styles
prevalent in different eras often mirror the socio-economic conditions and
technological advancements of their times. For example, the early Colonial
homes emerged during the 17th and 18th centuries, reflecting practicality and
European influences, whereas the Victorian era introduced elaborate
ornamentation and complex rooflines, coinciding with the Industrial
Revolution.

This historical layering is crucial when conducting a field guide to american
houses, as it enables a chronological framework that links design elements
with periods of American history. Understanding these origins provides
context to the stylistic features observed in homes across various regions.

Key Architectural Styles in American
Residential Housing

Colonial and Colonial Revival

Colonial architecture is among the oldest and most enduring styles in the
United States, predominantly found along the East Coast. Characterized by
symmetrical facades, multi-pane windows, and central doorways, Colonial homes
often feature side-gabled roofs and minimal exterior ornamentation. The
Colonial Revival, which gained popularity in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, reinterpreted these elements with added grandeur and decorative



accents such as pilasters and pediments.

The Colonial style’s emphasis on symmetry and proportion makes it easily
recognizable, while the Revival version often incorporates modern amenities
without sacrificing historical aesthetics, illustrating the evolution of
American tastes in residential design.

Craftsman Bungalows

Emerging in the early 1900s, Craftsman bungalows are synonymous with
simplicity, handcrafted artistry, and integration with nature. These homes
typically feature low-pitched gabled roofs, wide eaves with exposed rafters,
and porches supported by tapered columns. Originating from the Arts and
Crafts movement, Craftsman houses prioritize natural materials like wood and
stone and emphasize functional design.

The widespread adoption of this style in suburban developments during the
early 20th century reflects changing American family dynamics and a desire
for affordable, yet aesthetically pleasing housing.

Victorian Styles

Victorian architecture encompasses several substyles, including Queen Anne,
Stick-Eastlake, and Second Empire, flourishing primarily from the mid-19th
century to the early 1900s. Hallmarks of Victorian homes include asymmetrical
facades, decorative trims, turrets, steeply pitched roofs, and textured wall
surfaces. The Queen Anne style, in particular, is noted for its ornate
detailing, expansive porches, and vibrant color schemes.

While Victorian homes can be found nationwide, they are especially prevalent
in cities that experienced rapid growth during the Industrial Revolution,
where increased wealth allowed for elaborate home construction.

Ranch Houses

The Ranch style emerged in the post-World War II era as a response to the
need for affordable, efficient suburban housing. Characterized by single-
story layouts, open floor plans, and integration with the outdoors via large
windows and sliding glass doors, Ranch houses emphasize practicality and
informality. The low-pitched rooflines and extended horizontal profiles suit
sprawling suburban lots and warmer climates.

Ranch homes symbolize the mid-20th century American dream, embodying
modernism and accessibility.



Modern and Contemporary Homes

Modern architecture, gaining momentum in the mid-20th century, introduced
minimalism, flat or shed roofs, and open interiors. Use of new materials such
as steel, glass, and concrete allowed for innovative designs that departed
from traditional aesthetics. Contemporary homes continue this trend, often
incorporating sustainable technologies, smart home features, and blending
indoor and outdoor spaces seamlessly.

These styles reflect ongoing shifts in lifestyle preferences and
environmental consciousness within American society.

Regional Variations and Environmental
Influences

America’s vast geography means that regional climates and cultural influences
heavily dictate house styles. For instance, Spanish Colonial and
Mediterranean Revival homes are prevalent in the Southwest and California,
featuring stucco walls, red tile roofs, and arched openings suited to hot,
dry environments. In contrast, New England’s harsh winters favored steeply
pitched roofs and central chimneys to manage snow loads and heating.

Understanding these regional adaptations is a critical component of any field
guide to american houses, as it highlights how local conditions and available
materials shape architectural expression.

Southern Plantation and Antebellum Homes

Distinctive to the Southern United States, plantation homes often exhibit
grandiose columns, expansive porches, and symmetrical designs. Rooted in
Greek Revival and Neoclassical styles, these homes symbolize an era marked by
agrarian wealth and social stratification. Their elevated foundations and
large windows also address the subtropical climate by promoting airflow and
mitigating flood risks.

Midwestern Farmhouses

Midwestern farmhouses tend to prioritize utility and resilience, often
featuring simple, boxy forms with gable roofs and large porches. These homes
are designed to withstand harsh winters and accommodate agricultural
lifestyles, with outbuildings and barns frequently integrated into the
property.



Distinguishing Features and Identification Tips

A practical field guide to american houses must equip readers with
identification techniques. Key features to observe include:

e Roof Shape: Gable, hip, gambrel, flat, or mansard roofs offer immediate
clues about the style.

e Window Types: Multi-pane double-hung windows suggest Colonial or
Victorian styles, whereas large picture windows align with Ranch or
Modern homes.

e Exterior Materials: Wood siding, brick, stucco, or stone cladding can
indicate regional preferences and eras.

e Ornamentation: The presence or absence of decorative elements such as
brackets, cornices, and columns helps differentiate styles.

e Porch Design: Porches vary widely—from the expansive wraparound porches
of Victorian houses to the modest stoops of Cape Cod cottages.

These characteristics, when combined with contextual knowledge about the
house’s location and historical background, enable accurate classification.

The Role of Preservation and Modern Adaptations

As American neighborhoods evolve, preserving historic homes while adapting
them to modern needs presents ongoing challenges. Many older houses require
retrofitting for energy efficiency, accessibility, and contemporary living
standards. However, preservationists emphasize maintaining architectural
integrity to retain the cultural significance embedded in these structures.

Adaptive reuse projects often blend traditional exteriors with modern
interiors, demonstrating how a field guide to american houses must also
account for hybrid forms and renovations that blur strict stylistic
boundaries.

Pros and Cons of Historic Homes

e Pros: Unique architectural details, solid craftsmanship, and historical
value.



e Cons: Potentially higher maintenance costs, outdated layouts, and energy
inefficiency.

Homebuyers and renovators must weigh these factors when considering older
homes, balancing aesthetic appeal with functionality.

Conclusion: Appreciating the Architectural
Mosailc

The field guide to american houses reveals a landscape marked by diversity
and adaptation. Each style tells a story—of migration, innovation, climate
response, and cultural expression. Whether strolling through a Colonial
neighborhood in Boston or examining a Mid-Century Modern home in California,
one gains insight into America’s evolving identity through its built
environment. Recognizing these homes’ distinct attributes enriches our
understanding of architectural history and underscores the importance of
thoughtful preservation amid ongoing development.

Field Guide To American Houses

field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Houses Virginia McAlester,
Arcie Lee McAlester, 1984 The guide that enables you to identify, and place in their historic and
architectural contexts, the houses you see in your neighborhood or in your travels across America.
17th century to the present.

field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Houses Virginia McAlester,
Arcie Lee McAlester, 2013 First edition (c1984) written by Virginia and Lee McAlester.

field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to America's Historic Neighborhoods and
Museum Houses Virginia McAlester, Arcie Lee McAlester, 1998 This remarkable,
information-packed architectural field guide to historic sports in the Western states comes from the
authors of the perennially popular FIELD GUIDE TO AMERICAN HOUSES. The book covers 110
cities and towns with 172 historic neighborhoods and almost 200 museum houses. Over 300
illustrations and 175 maps.

field guide to american houses: Great American Houses and Their Architectural Styles Lee
McAlester, Virginia McAlester, 1995-01-03 A sumptuously illustrated, authoritative introduction to
the principal architectural and decorating styles of the American house, from Colonial times to the
mid-twentieth century. In this lavishly produced volume, authors Virginia and Lee McAlester explore
outstanding landmark houses that exemplify America's major architectural and interior design styles
from Colonial times to the mid-twentieth century. These twenty-five houses are illustrated with more
than 350 specially commissioned full-color photographs of interior and exterior views, 125
black-and-white line drawings and floor plans, historical paintings, and vintage photographs. The
text not only discusses the houses architectural innovations and design elements but also profiles
the architects and their clients. The featured houses were built by many of the country's leading
architects—from Alexander Jackson Davis, Richard Morris Hunt, Henry Hobson Richardson, and
McKim, Mead and White to Frank Lloyd Wright, the Greene brothers, and Walter Gropius—and


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-155/field-guide-to-american-houses.pdf

owned by some of its most celebrated citizens, including Thomas Jefferson, Mark Twain, Thomas
Edison, Jay Gould, the Guggenheim's, the Phippses', and the Vanderbilt's. As a result, the book is as
much a cultural history as it is an architectural study. The authors also include an informative
discussion of each style as it can be seen in vernacular versions around the country. Located all over
the United States, most of the featured houses are open to the public, and the book provides their
addresses and other helpful information for visitors. Great American Houses and Their Architectural
Styles will be irresistible to all house lovers, architects, and designers, and will give readers a
deeper understanding and appreciation of our rich architectural heritage.

field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Architecture Carole Rifkind,
1980

field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Houses Virginia McAlester, Arcie
Lee McAlester, 1987

field guide to american houses: American Houses Gerald L. Foster, 2004-03-09 American
Houses is a historical guide to the architecture of the American home. While other architectural field
guides show only facades, this book includes floor plans, showing how the form of a house arises
from its function. Photographs and drawings of exteriors illustrate the significant field marks of each
style and help pinpoint the key elements that can identify a house even when it has been remodeled
beyond recognition. Beautifully illustrated, clearly written, and impeccably researched, American
Houses is an essential reference for anyone interested in the history of American residential
architecture.

field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Houses Virginia MacAlester, John
Philip MacAleer, 1988

field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Houses Virginia McAlester, A.
Lee McAlester, 1986

field guide to american houses: A Field Guide To American Houses Antonio Diaz, 2020-08-20
American house styles come in many shapes, some with architectural details borrowed from
classical profiles, some unique to the New World. While many of the house styles brought by the first
European settlers to North America remained popular until the mid-20th century, other styles have
joined them, adding a vast choice for homeowners. Whether it's a Colonial or Victorian look to a bit
more Modern or Postmodern, or something in between, there's something for every taste. You will
find anything else in this book!

field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to American Houses Virginia Savage
McAlester, 2015-07-29 The fully expanded, updated, and freshly designed second edition of the most
comprehensive and widely acclaimed guide to domestic architecture: in print since its original
publication in 1984, and acknowledged everywhere as the unmatched, essential guide to American
houses. This revised edition includes a section on neighborhoods; expanded and completely new
categories of house styles with photos and descriptions of each; an appendix on Approaches to
Construction in the 20th and 21st Centuries; an expanded bibliography; and 600 new photographs
and line drawings.

field guide to american houses: American Houses: A Field Guide to the Architecture of
the Home Gerald Foster, 2004-03-01 American Houses is not only an innovative guide to the styles
of American domestic architecture, from native American and early Colonial structures to Beaux
Arts and postmodern residences, it also explains the cultural, geographical, and historical origins of
each style.

field guide to american houses: Under Every Roof Patricia Brown Glenn, 2009-10-19 This
book is a delightful guide to understanding and identifying architectural styles for kids and their
parents Why do houses look the way they do? Why do dome have small windows, while others seem
to be all glass? Why do some hug the landscape, while others are tall with very steep roofs? Why do
dome people live in mansions, while others live in mobile houses? Can you imagine a house that
looks like an elephant or a shoe? Children and adults will learn about the history of domestic
architecture, the styles of the houses we live in, and the terms for the architectural elements that



compose the buildings. Use the pictorial field guide to investigate your own house, then take it along
on family outings to identify different architectural details. Under Every Roof features more than 60
houses from 30 states and the District of Columbia that are listed in the National Register of Historic
Places; many of these are house museums that are open to the public. Kids need to understand the
house they live in, so the book also includes a wide variety of regional styles and architectural types.
The full-color, watercolor illustrations add a unique, gentle humor to the text.

field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to Contemporary American Architecture
Carole Rifkind, 2001 Leading urbanist Carole Rifkind takes readers on an illuminating tour through
half a century of design in this comprehensive and lavishly illustrated book. From private homes and
public housing to museums, religious and educational edifices, shopping centers, malls, and office
buildings, the accessible text demonstrates the interplay between form and function, and how the
uses of space, mass, materials, and ornament have evolved to produce the structures that surround
us today. Rifkind also discusses the development of style and analyzes the contributions of more
than two hundred architects, as well as the political and economic forces that influenced their work.
Filled with over four hundred photographs and line drawings, A Field Guide to Contemporary
American Architecture is an essential reference for both casual observers and serious scholars. Its
in-depth exploration of the postwar intellectual, social, and artistic environment offers a unique
perspective on our recent past and the forces that shape our modern landscape.

field guide to american houses: A Field Guide to America's Historic Neighborhoods and
Museum Houses Virginia McAlester, Lee McAlester, 1998-03-01 This information-packed field guide
provides a tour of domestic architecture in 110 cities and towns in 17 western states; Arizona,
California, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota,
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming. The 172 historic
neighborhoods covered contain hundreds of interesting dwellings that can be viewed, without
ceremony, from the street -- and almost 200 museum houses of particular architectural &/or artistic
significance whose interiors can be visited. The book is organized alphabetically by state, and by
cities and towns within each state. There are 700 B&W photographs and drawings and 173 maps.
Here is a book that will be a landmark in its own right.

field guide to american houses: Old-House Journal , 1984-10 Old-House Journal is the original
magazine devoted to restoring and preserving old houses. For more than 35 years, our mission has
been to help old-house owners repair, restore, update, and decorate buildings of every age and
architectural style. Each issue explores hands-on restoration techniques, practical architectural
guidelines, historical overviews, and homeowner stories--all in a trusted, authoritative voice.

field guide to american houses: American House Styles: A Concise Guide (Second edition)
John Milnes Baker, 2018-07-24 “An engaging historical account and an attractive, practical
resource.” —Booklist Colonial, Neoclassical, Queen Anne, Craftsman—what distinguishes one
architectural style from another? This unique book will allow readers to recognize the architectural
features and style of virtually any house they encounter. Here, architect John Milnes Baker explains
the historical, cultural, and technical influences that shaped each of these styles and many more.
Organized in periods, from Early Colonial (1600-1715) to the Modern Movement (1920-60) and
beyond, this tour of America’s varied residential architecture is rendered in elevation drawings that
precisely illustrate the key characteristics of each style. Nearly 25 years since the original
publication of American House Styles, this updated edition includes a new preface and house styles
from the mid-1990s to the present—from the rise and fall of the McMansion to energy-efficient,
regionally influenced homes. The illustrations, now in color, are more delightful than ever in a new,
larger format. This a must-have volume for anyone interested in architecture or adding a bit of style
to their home.

field guide to american houses: Old-House Journal , 1985-01 Old-House Journal is the
original magazine devoted to restoring and preserving old houses. For more than 35 years, our
mission has been to help old-house owners repair, restore, update, and decorate buildings of every
age and architectural style. Each issue explores hands-on restoration techniques, practical



architectural guidelines, historical overviews, and homeowner stories--all in a trusted, authoritative
voice.

field guide to american houses: The Ozarks Milton D. Rafferty, 2001-11-01 The Ozark
Mountains reach into Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Kansas, forming a region with great
natural beauty and a distinctive cultural and historical landscape. This comprehensive volume, a
fully updated edition of a beloved classic, reaches into history, anthropology, economics, and
geography to explore the complex relationships between the Ozarks' people and land through times
of profound change. Drawing on more than thirty years of research, field observations, and
interviews, Rafferty examines this subject matter through a range of topics: the settlement patterns
and material cultures of Native Americans, French, Scotch-Irish, Germans, Italians, African
Americans, Hispanics, and Asians in the region; population growth; the guerrilla warfare and battles
of the Civil War; the cultural transformations wrought by railroads, roads, mass media, and modern
communication systems; the discovery, development, and decline of the great mining districts; the
various forms of agriculture and the felling of the region's vast forests; and the built landscape, from
log cabins to Victorian mansions to strip malls. This new edition also explores the new and potent
forces which have reshaped the region over the last twenty years: tourism and the growing service
industry, suburbanization, rapid population growth and retirement living, and agribusiness. Lavishly
illustrated with historic and contemporary photographs, maps, and charts.

field guide to american houses: House Styles of American Guide Gary McCallum,
2020-10-06 Just what exactly defines an American house? Is it the warm shingle style of New
England's coast or the stately federal buildings of its cities? Tudor rowhouses or Prairie School
dwellings of the Midwest? In the 21st century, it turns out, it just may be a bit of all of that. Figuring
out the correct American house style is both easier and harder than you might think - easier,
because older homes often fall very clearly into one specific style - and harder, because generally,
the newer a house is, the more blurry the style can be. So in the help of House Styles of American
Guide, I've put together this very brief introduction to the basics of house styles in America. It's the
bible of American house style and a book you should own if you're a house nerd like me!
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