erik erikson childhood and society

Erik Erikson Childhood and Society: Understanding the Interplay of Development and Culture

erik erikson childhood and society is a fascinating topic that delves into how an individual’s growth is
influenced not only by their personal experiences but also by the social environment around them. Erik
Erikson, a renowned psychoanalyst and developmental psychologist, profoundly shaped our understanding
of human development by emphasizing the role of society across the lifespan. His theories extend far
beyond childhood, but his insights into the early years and their societal context remain foundational in
psychology and education. Let’s explore how Erikson’s ideas illuminate the complex relationship between

childhood development and the society that nurtures it.

The Foundations of Erik Erikson’s Developmental Theory

Erik Erikson’s theory of psychosocial development is well-known for its eight stages, each representing a
critical conflict or challenge that individuals face from infancy through late adulthood. Unlike Freud, who
focused largely on psychosexual stages, Erikson emphasized social and cultural factors as key components in

shaping identity and personality.

Childhood Stages in Erikson’s Model

Two of Erikson’s stages are particularly relevant to childhood and society:

e Trust vs. Mistrust (Infancy): In the first year of life, infants learn to trust their caregivers and
environment, forming a foundation for healthy relationships. Society plays a role here by establishing

norms around caregiving, community support, and social safety nets.

e Autonomy vs. Shame and Doubt (Early Childhood): As toddlers begin to assert independence,

society’s expectations and cultural practices influence how autonomy is encouraged or restricted.

e Initiative vs. Guilt (Preschool Age): Children start to take initiative in play and social interactions,

learning how their actions fit within societal rules and moral standards.

e Industry vs. Inferiority (School Age): At this stage, social environments like schools and peer groups

become critical in fostering a sense of competence and achievement.



Erikson’s emphasis on these stages highlights not just the individual challenges but also how society’s

values, institutions, and interactions shape childhood development.

The Role of Society in Shaping Childhood According to Erikson

Erikson viewed society as an active participant in a child’s psychological development. The social
environment provides the context in which children learn norms, values, and expectations. This is why
the concept of “society” in Erikson’s work extends beyond family to include schools, peer groups, cultural

traditions, and even historical influences.

How Social Context Influences Identity Formation

One of the core concepts in Erikson’s theory is identity formation, which begins in childhood and continues

into adolescence and adulthood. Society affects identity in many ways:
e Cultural Norms: Different societies place varying importance on independence, collectivism, or social
roles, which impact how children view themselves.

e Social Institutions: Schools, religious organizations, and community groups provide frameworks

where children learn social roles and expectations.

¢ Peer Interactions: Friendships and social acceptance are crucial in developing self-esteem and social

competence.

For example, in cultures emphasizing community and interdependence, children might develop a sense of
identity centered around group harmony. Conversely, in individualistic societies, personal achievement

and autonomy may be more strongly promoted.

Erikson’s Perspective on Childhood Challenges in Society

Erikson recognized that societal factors could both support and hinder healthy development. Challenges
such as poverty, discrimination, and family instability can disrupt the resolution of psychosocial crises in

childhood. For instance:

- A child growing up in a community with limited resources may struggle to develop industry and



confidence.
- Societal marginalization can lead to feelings of inferiority or mistrust.

- Cultural conflicts can create identity confusion, especially for children navigating multiple social worlds.

By understanding these social influences, caregivers and educators are better equipped to provide

supportive environments that address both individual needs and societal pressures.

Connecting Erikson’s Childhood Theories to Modern Society

In today’s fast-changing world, Erikson’s insights into childhood and society remain relevant and insightful.
Rapid technological advances, diverse family structures, and evolving cultural values all interact with child

development in complex ways.

Applying Erikson’s Stages in Contemporary Parenting and Education

Parents and educators can draw on Erikson’s model to foster healthy psychosocial development by:
¢ Building Trust: Ensuring consistent and responsive caregiving to help infants develop trust in their
environment.

¢ Encouraging Autonomy: Allowing children to explore and make choices within safe boundaries to

promote independence.

¢ Supporting Initiative: Providing opportunities for children to lead activities and express creativity

without excessive criticism.

¢ Promoting Industry: Recognizing achievements and encouraging skill development to build

competence and self-esteem.

These approaches align with Erikson’s emphasis on the social context shaping development and highlight

the importance of nurturing environments.

The Impact of Society on Identity in a Globalized World

Erikson’s concept of identity continues to be a critical lens for understanding how children and adolescents



negotiate their place in a complex, interconnected society. Issues such as cultural identity, social media

influence, and peer pressure all interact with traditional psychosocial challenges.

For example, children today often balance multiple cultural identities, which can enrich their sense of self
but also lead to confusion or conflict. Schools and communities that acknowledge and celebrate diversity

provide a social framework that supports positive identity development.

Erik Erikson’s Legacy: Bridging Childhood and Society

Erikson’s work fundamentally shifted how psychologists, educators, and parents view childhood
development—not as an isolated biological process but as deeply embedded in social and cultural contexts.
His theory encourages us to look at the whole person within their environment, acknowledging that

society plays a crucial role in shaping who we become.

Understanding the dynamic between childhood and society through Erikson’s lens offers valuable insights
for fostering healthier, more resilient individuals. It reminds us that supporting children means attending

not only to their internal struggles but also to the societal structures that influence their growth.

Whether in clinical psychology, education, or parenting, Erikson’s ideas continue to inspire a holistic

approach that honors the powerful interplay between the individual and the world around them.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘Who was Erik Erikson and what is he known for?

Erik Erikson was a developmental psychologist and psychoanalyst known for his theory on psychosocial
development and the concept of identity crisis. He emphasized the impact of social experience across the

whole lifespan.

What is the main idea behind Erikson's theory in 'Childhood and
Society'?

The main idea is that human development occurs in eight stages across the lifespan, each characterized by a

psychosocial conflict that must be resolved for healthy personality development.

How does Erikson's theory differ from Freud's psychosexual stages?

Erikson expanded on Freud's theory by focusing on psychosocial rather than psychosexual challenges and

extending development into adulthood and old age, emphasizing social and cultural influences.



‘What role does society play in Erikson's concept of identity formation?

Society provides the social context and cultural expectations that influence each stage of development,

shaping how individuals form their identity and resolve psychosocial conflicts.

Can you name and briefly describe one of Erikson's psychosocial stages
from 'Childhood and Society"?

One stage is '[dentity vs. Role Confusion' (adolescence), where individuals explore their personal identity

and sense of self to develop a coherent identity or experience confusion about their role in society.

Why is 'Childhood and Society' considered an important work in
developmental psychology?

'Childhood and Society' is important because it introduced a comprehensive lifespan approach to
psychosocial development, integrating psychological growth with social and cultural factors, influencing

education, psychology, and social work.

Additional Resources

Erik Erikson Childhood and Society: Exploring the Interplay of Development and Culture

erik erikson childhood and society remains a foundational theme in developmental psychology and
psychoanalytic theory. Erik Erikson, a prominent 20th-century psychoanalyst and developmental
psychologist, revolutionized the understanding of human development by emphasizing the social and
cultural contexts that shape identity formation. His theories extend beyond the traditional Freudian focus
on psychosexual stages, incorporating a broader societal perspective that highlights the lifelong process of
psychosocial development. This article examines the intricate relationship between childhood, society, and
identity as theorized by Erikson, offering an analytical overview of his contributions and their lasting

impact on psychology, education, and social sciences.

Erik Erikson’s Biographical Context and Intellectual Foundations

Erik Erikson’s childhood and societal surroundings played a pivotal role in shaping his intellectual
trajectory. Born in 1902 in Frankfurt, Germany, Erikson experienced a complex family environment,
marked by uncertainty about his paternity and early relocation. Raised by his mother and stepfather,
Erikson grappled with questions of identity from an early age—an experience that arguably fueled his later

interest in identity formation and psychosocial development.



Erikson’s academic journey was unconventional; he initially trained as an artist before studying
psychoanalysis under Anna Freud in Vienna. His exposure to Freud’s theories provided a foundation, but
Erikson diverged by integrating social and cultural dimensions, recognizing that development occurs
within a matrix of historical and communal influences. This perspective is vividly articulated in his

seminal work, "Childhood and Society" (1950), which remains a cornerstone text in developmental

psychology.

The Core of Childhood and Society: Psychosocial Development

At the heart of Erikson’s "Childhood and Society" is the concept of psychosocial development, a theory
outlining eight distinct stages that span from infancy to late adulthood. Each stage presents a central conflict
or crisis that must be resolved for healthy psychological development. Unlike Freud’s psychosexual stages,

Erikson’s model emphasizes social relationships and cultural factors as crucial determinants of development.

The Eight Stages of Psychosocial Development

e Trust vs. Mistrust (Infancy): Establishing a sense of security through reliable caregiving.

¢ Autonomy vs. Shame and Doubt (Early Childhood): Developing independence and self-control.

o Initiative vs. Guilt (Preschool Age): Encouraging purposeful behavior and leadership.

e Industry vs. Inferiority (School Age): Building competence and skills in social and academic contexts.
¢ Identity vs. Role Confusion (Adolescence): Forming a coherent sense of self and personal values.

¢ Intimacy vs. Isolation (Young Adulthood): Establishing meaningful relationships and commitments.

¢ Generativity vs. Stagnation (Middle Adulthood): Contributing to society and guiding the next

generation.

o Integrity vs. Despair (Late Adulthood): Reflecting on life with a sense of fulfillment or regret.

Each stage reflects the interplay between individual psychological needs and societal expectations,

underscoring how childhood experiences are embedded within broader cultural narratives.



Childhood and Society: The Social Environment’s Role in

Development

Erikson’s framework insists that childhood cannot be understood in isolation from the social environment.
"Childhood and Society" argues that the family, community, and cultural institutions collectively influence
identity and psychosocial growth. This perspective contrasts with earlier psychological theories that

viewed development as primarily biologically driven.

Family as the Primary Socializer

The family unit serves as the initial arena where children navigate Erikson’s early psychosocial crises. For
instance, the conflict of trust versus mistrust is profoundly shaped by the caregiver’s responsiveness. Secure
attachments foster trust, which forms the bedrock for later social and emotional development. Conversely,
inconsistent or neglectful caregiving may lead to mistrust, impacting the child’s capacity to form healthy

relationships.

Societal Institutions and Cultural Context

Beyond the family, schools, peer groups, and cultural values play significant roles in psychosocial
development. Erikson emphasized that as children grow, they encounter diverse social roles and
expectations that challenge and refine their identity. Adolescence, characterized by identity versus role
confusion, is particularly sensitive to cultural influences such as societal norms, historical events, and

collective ideologies.

For example, Erikson’s observations during the Great Depression and World War II highlighted how socio-
political upheavals affect youth identity formation. The crises faced by individuals are often mirrored by
collective societal challenges, demonstrating that childhood development is intertwined with the broader

social fabric.

Erikson’s Influence on Modern Psychology and Education

The integration of childhood development with societal factors has had profound implications across
multiple disciplines. Erikson’s theory has informed clinical psychology, education, and social work,

providing a nuanced framework to address developmental challenges.



Applications in Educational Settings

Educators utilize Erikson’s stages to foster environments that support psychosocial growth. Understanding
the importance of industry versus inferiority, for instance, encourages schools to create opportunities for
students to achieve competence and build self-esteem. Curriculum design increasingly incorporates social-
emotional learning, reflecting Erikson’s insights into the reciprocal relationship between childhood

experiences and societal engagement.

Clinical and Therapeutic Uses

In therapy, Erikson’s psychosocial stages serve as a diagnostic tool to identify developmental disruptions.
Therapists assess where individuals may have unresolved crises and tailor interventions accordingly. For
example, adolescents struggling with identity confusion may benefit from supportive exploration of
personal values and social roles, reinforcing Erikson’s emphasis on identity as a dynamic and socially

contextualized process.

Critiques and Contemporary Perspectives

While Erikson’s "Childhood and Society” remains influential, some critiques warrant consideration. Critics
argue that his stages, though comprehensive, may oversimplify the complexities of individual
development by imposing a normative sequence. Furthermore, cultural relativists highlight that Erikson’s
model, developed primarily in Western contexts, may not universally apply across diverse societies with

differing social structures and values.

Recent research expands on Erikson’s foundation by incorporating intersectionality and multicultural
perspectives, recognizing that factors such as race, gender, and socioeconomic status profoundly shape
developmental trajectories. Nevertheless, the core premise—that childhood development is deeply

embedded in societal contexts—continues to guide contemporary psychological inquiry.

The Enduring Legacy of Erik Erikson Childhood and Society

Erik Erikson’s "Childhood and Society" offers a compelling lens through which to examine human
development as a lifelong, socially embedded process. His synthesis of psychological and sociological
elements challenges reductionist views and enriches our understanding of identity formation. In an era
marked by rapid social change, Erikson’s insights into the dynamic interplay between individual

development and society remain profoundly relevant for psychologists, educators, and policymakers alike.



By situating childhood within a broader societal framework, Erikson invites ongoing exploration of how
cultural, historical, and interpersonal forces shape the human experience from infancy through old age.
This perspective fosters a holistic approach to development, emphasizing the essential role of community

and culture in nurturing healthy identities and social cohesion.

Erik Erikson Childhood And Society

erik erikson childhood and society: Childhood and Society Erik H. Erikson, 1993 The
landmark work on the social significance of childhood.

erik erikson childhood and society: Childhood and Society Erik Homburger Erikson, 1985
Containing accounts of the author's field work among Sioux and Yurok Indians, and an examination
of the American, German and Russian characters, this is an interpretation of human life on
psychological lines. Using case histories as springboards for theoretical discussion of the formative
years of childhood, Professor Erikson identifies human life as a delicate balance between bodily,
mental and social influences. The main chapters are devoted to anxiety in young children, apathy in
American Indians, confusion in veterans of war, and arrogance in young Nazis.

erik erikson childhood and society: Identity Youth and Crisis Erik H. Erikson, 1968 Essays
in ego psychology, based on papers written from 1951 to 1967, by a neo-Freudian analyst and
theorist.

erik erikson childhood and society: Identity and the Life Cycle Erik H Erikson, 1994-04-05
Three of Erikson's early papers, now seen as bases for his later theories, include observations on
groups and children, an elaboration of the critical stages in the life cycle, and a multilateral study of
ego identity.

erik erikson childhood and society: A Psychology of Ultimate Concern Hetty Zock, 1990

erik erikson childhood and society: Childhood and Society Erik H. Erikson, 1993-08-01 The
landmark work on the social significance of childhood.

erik erikson childhood and society: The Leader Charles B. Strozier, Daniel Offer, Oliger
Abdyli, 2011-05-24 Behind every leader is an instructive life story. It often promotes a public image
that inspires others to live by it. And, sometimes, even to live or to die for it. As leadership qualities
and image issues gain significance in the public discourse, the psychological study of leadership is a
critical factor in any discussion. With its trenchant insights into leaders past and present, The
Leader: Psychological Essays, Second Edition, updates a pioneering text in this field and provides a
solid basis for ongoing dialogue on this important subject. Within the context of the ever-evolving
disciplines of psychoanalysis and psychodynamics, this thought-provoking volume examines the lives
of several prominent leaders from ancient Greece through the start of the 21st century. The authors
explore how these leaders imposed their individual missions and mystiques on others, thereby
fulfilling - and, sometimes, creating - distinct needs in their followers. The volume brings into vivid
focus issues with the potential for devastating consequences on the global stage. Coverage includes:
Biblical times, ancient Greeks and the seeds of leadership. Lincoln during the 1850s, leading a
dividing nation. Thomas A. Kohut on Kaiser Wilhelm II and the German national character. George
W. Bush, atonement/redemption narratives and the American Dream. Bin Laden, man and myth. A
study of paranoid leadership and its implications for future politics and policy. This must-have
Second Edition is indispensable reading for researchers, professors, and graduate students across
many disciplines, including political psychology, psychoanalysis, history and political science,
psychiatry, anthropology, and personality and social psychology. It is importantreading for anyone
with an interest in the life stories of leaders past and present and how they affect our world even
long after they are gone



https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-155/erik-erikson-childhood-and-society.pdf

erik erikson childhood and society: Identity and the Life Cycle Erik Homburger Erikson,
1980-01-01 Erik H. Erikson's remarkable insights into the relationship of life history and history
began with observations on a central stage of life: identity development in adolescence.

erik erikson childhood and society: Americanization, Social Control, and Philanthropy George
E. Pozzetta, 1991 First Published in 1991. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

erik erikson childhood and society: Erik Erikson’s Verbal Portraits Donald Capps,
2014-09-24 In his late teens and early twenties Erik H. Erikson, the widely acclaimed psychoanalyst
and developmental theorist, aspired to be an artist. In Erik Erikson’s Verbal Portraits: Luther,
Gandhi, Einstein, Jesus, Donald Cappscontends that Erikson’s portraits of respective historical
figures not only reflect his artistic gifts but also make a highly creative contribution to
psychoanalytic discourse. Moreover, his verbal portraits are vivid and compelling representations of
his multifaceted conception of identity. His emphasis on the formative role of the mutual recognition
of mother and infant in human portraiture, the importance he attaches to the Self and the sense of
“I,” and his use of psychoanalysis as a means to experience the living presence of noteworthy
historical figures are especially noted. In addition to his portraits of the four men, his brief verbal
portrait of Ruth Benedict is presented, and his personal identification with a fifteenth century
painting of Mary, the mother of Jesus, is also explored.

erik erikson childhood and society: Erik H. Erikson Richard Stevens, 2008-03-26 Erik
Erikson has been described as 'probably the most significant post-Freudian thinker' with a 'unique
and profound vision'. Al Gore was his student, Bill Clinton a great admirer. Getting to grips with his
complex ideas however is no easy task. This book provides a comprehensive and in-depth road map
to Erikson's work and is ideal for all students of Psychology. Stevens lucidly and authoritatively
analyses his ideas about childhood development, adolescence, identity, the life cycle and his
psychobiographical studies of Luther and Gandhi. This penetrating critique of Erikson's work reveals
how relevant his ideas are today.

erik erikson childhood and society: Silence and Society Charles Lemert, 2025-07-31 Silence
and Society addresses the reality that social sciences have ignored the importance of silence in
human communication. Without communication, there is no community and thus no society. Yet, as
classic communication theory explains, communication must always deal with noise. Increasingly, as
cyber-technologies and media have gained the upper hand in social life, so have they become
purveyors of empty noise—from mindless sitcom television to uninformed talk radio to cable news
blather and more. The book is organized into three sections, each corresponding to a level of social
order. Each bears a distinctive relation to the general problem of silence and noise in human
community. “Part One: Social Facts of Silence” presents examples of the ways silence intrudes on
vital aspects of human life: in personal self-understanding, in the irony that direction communication
requires a third absent party (such as Goffman’s ego identity), in the fact that personal identity is
the challenge of dealing with the trouble of deciding who we are in a given social setting. “Part Two:
Noise, Dreams, and Identity Confusions” considers a range of community issues from the strange
noises of quiet neighborhoods to the way the necessity of social conformity silences individual
autonomy, to the fact that the dead are ever present in daily language and behavior, especially in
common religious practices. Finally, “Part Three: Waste, Death, and the Beyond of Time” suggests
the principal ways the growing global environment aggravates human inequality—by forcing the
poor into zones of exclusion, by increasing the mountain of human waste that in turn wastes human
lives, by the extent to which global theories and programs for economic development are little more

erik erikson childhood and society: The Individual, Society, and Education Clarence J. Karier,
1986 This is an updated version of Karier's highly regarded Man, Society, and Education, which
focuses on the concepts of human nature and community throughout American educational history.
For the new edition, Karier has added chapters on the major movements in American education from
World War II to the present and on the major Supreme Court cases involving educational policy
during the same period. This classic volume remains a remarkable study in the history of ideas into



which the implications for American schooling have been deftly woven. It is balanced, thorough, and
intelligently challenging. --- Ann M. Keppel, College of Education, University of Hawaii at Manoa
This new edition should have great use as a primary text at the graduate and advanced
undergraduate levels. --- Peter A. Sola, School of Education, Howard University

erik erikson childhood and society: Body and Identity Angela Franks, 2025-08-15 Angela
Franks provides a sweeping intellectual history of identity, particularly in terms of how identity
relates to the body, with an emphasis on the importance of Christianity to this understanding.
Modern questions about our bodies and how we see ourselves are often complex and problematic. To
better answer these contemporary questions and navigate “identity politics,” Angela Franks seeks to
provide a better understanding of identity. She begins by giving three basic meanings of the term:
identity through time, the “true” or authentic self, and our awareness of ourselves. She engages with
thinkers from antiquity to present day and investigates the decisive developments that Christianity
provided. Within Christianity came a new awareness of the distinctive individuality of each
person—the “true self”—called by God in a way that often breaks away from the “solid” or fixed
structures of identity formation, such as family, class, and nation. This more “liquid” idea of identity
continues to evolve in modern times, though without its theistic emphasis on God’s call. The result is
a purely liquid self that consists of consciousness and activity, but without a grounded self that is
either the object or the subject of consciousness. This is the empty self we have today, one that is
given much more to do and less to be. A comprehensive history of identity, Body and Identity brings
the theological history of the self to the forefront in order to address the empty self and how identity
is defined today.

erik erikson childhood and society: Out of the Shadows Walt Odets, 2025-09-23 A moving
exploration of how gay men construct their identities, fight to be themselves, and live authentically
It goes without saying that even today, it's not easy to be gay in America. While young gay men often
come out more readily, even those from the most progressive of backgrounds still struggle with the
legacy of early-life stigma and a deficit of self-acceptance, which can fuel doubt, regret, and, at
worst, self-loathing. And this is to say nothing of the ongoing trauma wrought by AIDS, which is all
too often relegated to history. Drawing on his work as a clinical psychologist during and in the
aftermath of the epidemic, Walt Odets reflects on what it means to survive and figure out a way to
live in a new, uncompromising future, both for the men who endured the upheaval of those years
and for the younger men who have come of age since then, at a time when an HIV epidemic is still
ravaging the gay community, especially among the most marginalized. Through moving stories—of
friends and patients, and his own—Odets considers how experiences early in life launch men on
trajectories aimed at futures that are not authentically theirs. He writes to help reconstruct how we
think about gay life by considering everything from the misleading idea of the homosexual, to the
diversity and richness of gay relationships, to the historical role of stigma and shame and the
significance of youth and of aging. Crawling out from under the trauma of destructive early-life
experience and the two epidemics, and into a century of shifting social values, provides an
opportunity to explore possibilities rather than live with limitations imposed by others. Though it is
drawn from decades of private practice, activism, and life in the gay community, Odets's work
achieves remarkable universality. At its core, Out of the Shadows is driven by his belief that it is
time that we act based on who we are and not who others are or who they would want us to be.
We—particularly the young—must construct our own paths through life. Out of the Shadows is a
necessary, impassioned argument for how and why we must all take hold of our futures.

erik erikson childhood and society: Americans Thinking America Charles Lemert,
2025-01-31 In this dynamic book, Charles Lemert elaborates a vigorous, distinctive, and creative
American tradition in social thought. American social theory has tended to be overshadowed by
European social thought. Yet, looking deeper, Americans have always made important contributions
to social theory. Drawing upon the work of a dazzling array of both seminal and unjustly overlooked
philosophers, sociologists, litterateurs, and political activists, Lemert constructs a coherent yet
variegated intellectual framework for understanding American social theory and culture from the



colonial era to the present. In doing so, Lemert analyses American intellectual attitudes on race,
gender, popular culture, political thought, capitalism, and social movements, while also exploring
schools of thought from transcendentalism and pragmatism to interactionism and intersectionality.
In his inimitable style, Charles Lemert, a master of finding theory where you'd least expect it, offers
a masterful rendering of the American tradition in social theory. In doing so, Lemert shines new
light on social theory and American history. Both authoritative and accessible, this indispensable
work will be essential reading for students, scholars, and general readers with interests in social
theory and American social history.

erik erikson childhood and society: After Freud Left John Burnham, 2012-04-16 From
August 29 to September 21, 1909, Sigmund Freud visited the United States, where he gave five
lectures at Clark University in Worcester, Massachusetts. This volume brings together a stunning
gallery of leading historians of psychoanalysis and of American culture to consider the broad history
of psychoanalysis in America and to reflect on what has happened to Freud’s legacy in the United
States in the century since his visit. There has been a flood of recent scholarship on Freud’s life and
on the European and world history of psychoanalysis, but historians have produced relatively little
on the proliferation of psychoanalytic thinking in the United States, where Freud’s work had
monumental intellectual and social impact. The essays in After Freud Left provide readers with
insights and perspectives to help them understand the uniqueness of Americans’ psychoanalytic
thinking, as well as the forms in which the legacy of Freud remains active in the United States in the
twenty-first century. After Freud Left will be essential reading for anyone interested in
twentieth-century American history, general intellectual and cultural history, and psychology and
psychiatry.

erik erikson childhood and society: On Becoming Neighbors Alexandra C. Klarén,
2019-10-24 Fred Rogers is an American cultural and media icon, whose children’s television
program, Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, ran for more than thirty years (1967-2001) on the Public
Broadcasting System (PBS). In this highly original book, Alexandra C. Klarén shows how Rogers
captured the moral, social, and emotional imaginations of multiple generations of Americans. She
explores the nuanced complexity of the thought behind the man and the program, the dialogical
integration of his various influences, and the intentional ethic of care behind the creation of a
program that spoke to the affective, socio-cultural, and educational needs of children (and adults)
during a period of cultural upheaval. Richly informed by newly available archival materials, On
Becoming Neighbors chronicles the evolution of Rogers’ thought on television, children, pedagogy,
and the family through a rhetorical, cultural, and ethical lens. Klarén probes how Rogers creates the
conditions for dialogue in which participants explore possibilities and questions relating to the social
and material world.

erik erikson childhood and society: Broken Dreams Mark Jackson, 2021-06-10 The midlife
crisis has become a cliché in modern society. Since the mid-twentieth century, the term has been
used to explain infidelity in middle-aged men, disillusionment with personal achievements, the pain
and sadness associated with separation and divorce, and the fear of approaching death. This book
provides a meticulously researched account of the social and cultural conditions in which
middle-aged men and women began to reevaluate their hopes and dreams, reassess their
relationships, and seek new forms of identity and fresh pathways to self-satisfaction. Drawing on a
rich seam of literary, medical, media, and cinematic sources, as well as personal accounts, Broken
Dreams explores how the crises of middle-aged men and women were shaped by increased life
expectancy, changing family structures, shifting patterns of work, and the rise of individualism.

erik erikson childhood and society: Transactions of the Royal Historical Society:
Volume 8 Royal Historical Society, 1999-02-04 Volume 8 of The Royal Historical Society
Transactions contains essays based around the theme 'identities and empires'.
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