english periods of literature

English Periods of Literature: A Journey Through Time and Style

english periods of literature offer a fascinating glimpse into the evolving landscape of
language, culture, and thought in England over centuries. From the earliest Anglo-Saxon
poetry to the modernist experiments of the 20th century, each literary period reflects
distinct social contexts, themes, and stylistic innovations. If you've ever wondered how
English literature transformed through time or want to appreciate the rich heritage behind
your favorite works, exploring these periods is a rewarding journey.

Understanding English Periods of Literature

When we talk about English periods of literature, we're referring to broad eras
characterized by unique literary styles, common themes, and historical influences. These
periods help scholars and readers categorize and interpret texts more meaningfully. Each
phase often responds to preceding ones, sometimes embracing tradition and other times
breaking away radically.

LSI keywords like "literary movements," "historical context," "literary styles," and "notable
authors" often come up when discussing English literary periods. These periods serve as a
roadmap to understanding how literature mirrors societal changes, artistic trends, and
evolving human consciousness.

Major English Periods of Literature

Old English (Anglo-Saxon) Period (c. 450-1066)

The journey begins with the Old English period, also known as the Anglo-Saxon era. This
period features some of the earliest recorded English texts, written in Old English, a
language quite different from modern English. The literature mainly comprises epic poetry,
religious works, and heroic tales.

One of the most famous works from this era is "Beowulf," an epic poem that embodies

themes of heroism, fate, and the struggle between good and evil. The oral tradition was
strong, and much of the literature carried a communal and moralistic tone.

Middle English Period (c. 1066-1500)

Following the Norman Conquest, English literature shifted significantly. The Middle English
period reflects the blending of Anglo-Saxon and Norman cultures, influencing language and



themes. This era saw the rise of vernacular literature, making stories more accessible to
common people.

Geoffrey Chaucer's "The Canterbury Tales" stands out as a monumental work, offering vivid
portraits of medieval society with humor and insight. Alongside religious allegories like
"Piers Plowman" and Arthurian legends, this period's literature is marked by diversity and
increasing complexity.

The Renaissance and Elizabethan Era (c. 1500-1660)

The Renaissance ushered in a rebirth of classical learning and artistic expression in
England. The Elizabethan era, part of this renaissance, is renowned for its dramatic
literature and poetry. This period is synonymous with the flowering of English drama,
particularly the works of William Shakespeare.

Poetry flourished as well, with the sonnet form popularized by poets like Edmund Spenser
and Sir Philip Sidney. The literature often explored humanism, love, power, and the human
condition, reflecting the optimism and tensions of the time.

The Restoration and 18th Century (c. 1660-1798)

After the political upheaval of the English Civil War and the Restoration of the monarchy,
literature took on new forms and sensibilities. The Restoration period is known for its witty
comedies, satire, and the rise of the novel.

Authors like John Dryden and Aphra Behn contributed to drama and poetry, while the 18th
century saw the emergence of literary giants such as Jonathan Swift and Alexander Pope.
This era emphasized reason, order, and satire, often critiquing society and politics through
sharp wit.

The Romantic Period (c. 1798-1837)

The Romantic era marked a dramatic shift toward emotion, nature, and individualism.
Reacting against the rationalism of the Enlightenment and industrialization, Romantic poets
celebrated imagination, the sublime, and the inner self.

Key figures include William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Percy Bysshe Shelley,
John Keats, and Lord Byron. Their poetry is rich with vivid imagery, emotional depth, and a
reverence for nature's power and mystery.

The Victorian Period (c. 1837-1901)

Queen Victoria's long reign coincided with a period of rapid industrialization, social change,



and empire expansion, all reflected in the literature of the time. Victorian literature often
tackled social issues such as poverty, class struggles, and moral dilemmas.

Novelists like Charles Dickens, the Bronté sisters, Thomas Hardy, and George Eliot created
complex characters and explored themes of social reform, gender roles, and human
psychology. Poetry continued to flourish with Alfred Lord Tennyson and Robert Browning,
who blended traditional forms with contemporary concerns.

The Modernist Period (c. 1901-1945)

The early 20th century witnessed profound transformations in literature as writers
experimented with form, narrative, and language. Modernism emerged as a response to the
disillusionment following World War | and the rapid societal changes of the era.

Writers such as T.S. Eliot, Virginia Woolf, James Joyce, and D.H. Lawrence challenged
conventional storytelling, incorporating stream of consciousness, fragmented narratives,
and symbolism. Themes often revolved around alienation, identity, and the search for
meaning in a fractured world.

Postmodern and Contemporary Literature (c.
1945-Present)

Following World War I, postmodern literature questioned grand narratives and embraced
irony, pastiche, and metafiction. This period is marked by diversity in voices and styles,
reflecting the pluralistic nature of contemporary society.

Authors like Salman Rushdie, Margaret Atwood, lan McEwan, and Zadie Smith explore
themes ranging from cultural identity and globalization to technology and existential
uncertainty. The blending of genres and multimedia storytelling has become prominent,
making literature a dynamic and evolving art form.

Why Understanding English Periods of Literature
Matters

Recognizing the different English periods of literature enriches our reading experience. It
allows us to see beyond the surface of a text and appreciate the historical and cultural
forces shaping it. For students, writers, and literature enthusiasts, this knowledge provides
valuable context and deeper insight.

Additionally, understanding these periods helps identify recurring themes and stylistic
traits, enhancing our ability to analyze and critique literary works. Whether you're diving
into Shakespeare’s plays, savoring Romantic poetry, or exploring contemporary novels,
knowing the background adds layers of meaning.



Tips for Exploring English Literary Periods

If you're new to English literature or looking to deepen your understanding, here are some
practical tips:

e Start with influential works: Reading landmark texts like "Beowulf," "The
Canterbury Tales," or Shakespeare’s plays offers a solid foundation.

e Consider historical context: Explore the political, social, and cultural events during
each period to grasp why writers focused on certain themes.

e Explore literary movements: Recognize how movements like Romanticism or
Modernism shaped writing styles and ideas.

e Use annotated editions: These provide helpful notes explaining archaic language,
symbolism, and references.

e Engage with scholarly resources: Essays, lectures, and literary criticism deepen
your understanding of complex works.

Conclusion: A Living Tradition

English periods of literature are not just historical categories; they represent a living
tradition that continues to influence writers and readers today. Each era builds upon and
reacts to what came before, creating a rich tapestry of voices and stories that chronicle
human experience through language.

Whether you are a student, a casual reader, or someone passionate about literature,
exploring these periods offers endless opportunities to discover new perspectives,
appreciate linguistic artistry, and connect with the timeless power of storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the major periods of English literature?

The major periods of English literature include the Old English period, Middle English period,
Renaissance (including Elizabethan and Jacobean), Neoclassical period, Romantic period,
Victorian period, Modernist period, and Postmodern period.

What characterizes the Romantic period in English



literature?

The Romantic period (late 18th to mid-19th century) is characterized by an emphasis on
emotion, nature, individualism, and imagination. Key figures include William Wordsworth,
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and Mary Shelley.

How did the Renaissance influence English literature?

The Renaissance (14th to 17th century) revived classical learning and values, leading to
innovations in poetry, drama, and prose. It produced notable writers like William
Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe, and John Milton, who explored humanism and complex
characters.

What themes are prominent in Victorian literature?

Victorian literature (1837-1901) often explores themes such as social class,
industrialization, morality, and reform. Authors like Charles Dickens and the Bronté sisters
highlighted social issues and individual struggles during this period.

How does Modernist English literature differ from
previous periods?

Modernist literature (early 20th century) breaks traditional narrative structures,
experimenting with stream of consciousness, fragmented timelines, and unreliable
narrators. It reflects disillusionment after World War I. Writers include T.S. Eliot, James
Joyce, and Virginia Woolf.

What is the significance of the Old English period in
literature?

The Old English period (c. 450-1150) marks the earliest phase of English literature,
primarily oral and heroic poetry. The epic poem "Beowulf" is a significant work from this
era, reflecting the culture and values of early Anglo-Saxon society.

Additional Resources

English Periods of Literature: An In-Depth Exploration of Their Evolution and Influence

english periods of literature trace a rich tapestry of cultural, political, and intellectual
developments that have shaped not only the English language but also the broader literary
world. Understanding these periods is essential for grasping how literature responds to and
influences social contexts, artistic movements, and human experiences. From the rhythmic
verses of Old English to the experimental narratives of the 20th century, each period
reflects distinct characteristics, themes, and stylistic innovations.



Understanding English Periods of Literature

The study of english periods of literature involves categorizing literary works according to
the historical and cultural contexts in which they were produced. These periods are often
demarcated by significant shifts in language, form, and thematic concerns. Literary scholars
and historians commonly divide English literature into several distinct periods, though the
exact boundaries can sometimes be fluid due to overlapping influences and gradual
transitions.

The primary purpose of delineating these periods is to better appreciate the evolution of
literary techniques, genres, and philosophies. Moreover, this framework allows readers and
researchers to analyze how external factors such as religion, politics, and technological
advances have impacted literary production.

Old English Period (c. 450-1066)

The Old English period marks the earliest phase of English literature, often referred to as
Anglo-Saxon literature. Dominated by oral tradition, this era’s works were primarily epic
poems, religious texts, and heroic narratives. The most renowned example is “Beowulf,” an
epic poem that epitomizes the martial and communal values of its time.

Characteristics of this period include:

e Use of alliteration as a key poetic device
e Strong influence of Christian and pagan traditions

e Focus on heroism, fate, and morality

The Old English language itself is markedly different fromm modern English, which can
present challenges for contemporary readers. However, this period laid the foundational
narrative structures and thematic concerns that would recur in later literature.

Middle English Period (1066-1500)

Following the Norman Conquest, the Middle English period introduced significant changes
to the language and literature. The infusion of Norman French and Latin deeply enriched
the English vocabulary and literary expression. Geoffrey Chaucer’s “The Canterbury Tales”
stands as a hallmark of this era, showcasing a variety of voices and social classes through
its frame narrative.

Key features include:



e Emergence of vernacular literature
¢ Use of rhyme and vernacular dialects

e Exploration of social satire and human nature

This period also saw the rise of religious and allegorical literature, reflecting the medieval
worldview intertwined with Christian doctrine.

Renaissance and Elizabethan Period (1500-1660)

The Renaissance ushered in a flowering of arts and letters, heavily influenced by humanism
and a renewed interest in classical antiquity. The Elizabethan era, part of this broader
Renaissance, is often considered the golden age of English literature, with William
Shakespeare as its towering figure.

Characteristics of this period encompass:

e Innovations in poetic forms such as the sonnet
e Development of drama as a dominant genre

e Exploration of human psychology and individualism

Apart from Shakespeare, writers such as Christopher Marlowe and Ben Jonson contributed
richly to the theatrical repertoire. This period also witnessed the rise of prose essays and
translations of classical texts, expanding literary diversity.

Neoclassical Period (1660-1798)

The Neoclassical or Augustan age reflected a return to order, reason, and classical ideals,
often termed the Age of Enlightenment in literature. Writers emphasized clarity, decorum,
and wit, with satire becoming a prominent tool to critique society.

Notable features include:

e Emphasis on reason and scientific thought
e Use of heroic couplets in poetry

e Satirical works targeting political and social issues



Figures such as Alexander Pope and Jonathan Swift epitomized this period’s stylistic
precision and moral seriousness. Neoclassical literature often dealt with themes of human
folly, societal norms, and governance.

Romantic Period (1798-1837)

The Romantic period emerged as a reaction against the rationalism of the Neoclassical era,
celebrating emotion, nature, and individual imagination. This literary movement embraced
the sublime and the mysterious, often focusing on the inner experiences of the self.

Key elements of Romantic literature include:

e Emphasis on nature’s beauty and power
e Exploration of personal emotion and the supernatural

¢ Valorization of the individual and artistic freedom

Poets such as William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and John Keats are
emblematic of this period. Their works introduced a lyrical intensity and philosophical depth
that challenged previous conventions.

Victorian Period (1837-1901)

The Victorian era, coinciding with Queen Victoria’s reign, was marked by rapid
industrialization, social reform, and expanding British imperialism. Literature from this
period often grappled with the tensions between progress and tradition, morality, and social
responsibility.

Distinctive features include:

e Realist narratives focusing on social issues
e Complex character development and psychological insight

e Use of serialized novels and extensive prose

Authors like Charles Dickens, the Bronté sisters, and Thomas Hardy provided critical
commentary on class disparities and human resilience. The Victorian novel became the
dominant literary form, reflecting the era’s preoccupations with ethics and societal roles.



Modern Period (1901-1945)

The Modernist movement revolutionized English literature in the early 20th century,
characterized by experimental forms and a break from traditional storytelling. This period
responded to the disillusionment wrought by World War | and rapid technological change.

Modernist literature is defined by:

e Fragmented narratives and stream-of-consciousness techniques
e Exploration of alienation and existential angst

e Symbolism and allusions to myth and history

Writers such as T.S. Eliot, James Joyce, and Virginia Woolf pushed the boundaries of
language and structure. Their work demands active interpretation, often revealing complex
layers of meaning.

Postmodern and Contemporary Literature
(1945-Present)

Postmodern literature emerged as a response to Modernism, embracing paradox,
playfulness, and skepticism about grand narratives. Contemporary English literature
continues to diversify, incorporating global perspectives, digital media, and hybrid genres.

Characteristics include:

e Metafiction and intertextuality
e Blurring of genres and narrative voices

e Focus on identity, multiculturalism, and technology

Authors like Salman Rushdie, Margaret Atwood, and Zadie Smith illustrate the ongoing
evolution of English literature, reflecting complex global realities and the multiplicity of
human experience.

Significance and Influence of English Literary



Periods

The delineation of english periods of literature serves both pedagogical and analytical
functions. By contextualizing texts within their respective eras, readers gain insight into the
socio-political forces and aesthetic priorities that shaped literary production. This approach
also highlights the dialogues between past and present works, revealing patterns of
influence and innovation.

For example, understanding Romanticism’s emphasis on nature and emotion provides
greater appreciation for contemporary environmental literature and personal memoirs.
Similarly, recognizing the Modernist challenge to linear narratives enriches engagement
with experimental fiction and multimedia storytelling.

Furthermore, these periods illustrate the dynamic relationship between language and
culture. The evolution from Old English to Modern English literature showcases not only
linguistic changes but also shifts in worldview and artistic sensibility.

In academic and educational contexts, these literary periods often guide curriculum design,
enabling structured exploration of English literature’s vast and varied heritage. For writers
and critics, familiarity with these periods fosters a deeper understanding of genre
conventions and narrative strategies.

Ultimately, the study of english periods of literature reveals a vibrant continuum of human
creativity, reflecting the complexities of history, identity, and expression across centuries.

English Periods Of Literature

english periods of literature: English Literature from the Old English Period Through the
Renaissance ]. E. Luebering Manager and Senior Editor, Literature, 2010-08-15 Details the evolution
of literature during a period representing a staggering amount of change, moving from
one-dimensional action stories and religious lessons to stories with subtleties of plot and character
development.

english periods of literature: A Short History of English Literature Until 1900 Birgit
Neumann, 2010

english periods of literature: The Periods of English Literature Louise Pound, 1910

english periods of literature: A Reference Guide for English Studies Michael J. Marcuse,
2023-11-15

english periods of literature: English Literature Advancing Through History 5 - The Romantic
Period Petru Golban, 2024-11-26 It appears that literary work possesses eternal temporal validity
due to its autonomous aesthetic value, whereas criticism provides points of view having temporary
and transitory significance. Despite such claims, the vector of methodology in our series of books,
dealing with the history of English literature, relies on Viktor Shklovsky, T. S. Eliot, Mikhail Bakhtin,
and especially Yuri Tynyanov, whose main reasoning would be that literature is a system of
dominant, central and peripheral, marginalized elements - to us, “tradition” (centre) versus
“innovation” (margin) engaged in a “battle” for supremacy, demarginalization, and the right to form
a new literary system - and the development or historical advancement of literature is the
substitution of systems. Roman Jakobson and French structuralism, on the whole, later Linda
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Hutcheon, with her “system” and “constant”, and Bran Nicol with the “dominant”, to say nothing
about Itamar Even-Zohar and his theory of polysystem, to a certain extent Julia Kristeva, and even
Homi Bhabha - as well as our humble contribution, we would like to believe - maintain Tynyanov’s
line of thinking and concepts alive, which have developed and emerged nowadays more like a kind of
“neo-formalism”. Focusing on literary practice, applying critical theory and emerging from within
our own teaching experience, the books in the present series are theoretical and surveyistic, like a
monograph, whereas their more practical and text-oriented aspect should appeal as a student
handbook for didactic purposes, in which certain literary works belonging to various writers of
different trends, movements, and periods are analysed and compared with regard to their source,
form, thematic arrangements, ideas, motifs, character representation strategies, intertextual
perspectives, structural or narrative techniques, and other aspects.

english periods of literature: The Cambridge History of English Literature: The period
of the French Revolution Sir Adolphus William Ward, Alfred Rayney Waller, 1914

english periods of literature: The New Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature:
Volume 1, 600-1660 George Watson, Ian Roy Willison, 1974-08-29 More than fifty specialists have
contributed to this new edition of volume 1 of The Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature.
The design of the original work has established itself so firmly as a workable solution to the immense
problems of analysis, articulation and coordination that it has been retained in all its essentials for
the new edition. The task of the new contributors has been to revise and integrate the lists of 1940
and 1957, to add materials of the following decade, to correct and refine the bibliographical details
already available, and to re-shape the whole according to a new series of conventions devised to give
greater clarity and consistency to the entries.

english periods of literature: Reader's Guide to Literature in English Mark
Hawkins-Dady, 2012-12-06 Reader's Guide Literature in English provides expert guidance to, and
critical analysis of, the vast number of books available within the subject of English literature, from
Anglo-Saxon times to the current American, British and Commonwealth scene. It is designed to help
students, teachers and librarians choose the most appropriate books for research and study.

english periods of literature: English Poems: Old English and middle English periods
450-1550 Walter Cochrane Bronson, 1910

english periods of literature: An Introduction to Literary Studies Mario Klarer, 2004
Systematically taking in literary theory, genre and history, the author provides easy to understand
descriptions of a variety of approaches to texts, thus offering an accessible and clear general survey
of literature.

english periods of literature: ENGLISH LITERATURE ADVANCING THROUGH HISTORY 4 -
The Eighteenth Century Petru Golban, 2022-12-28 It appears that literary work possesses eternal
temporal validity due to its autonomous aesthetic value, whereas criticism provides points of view
having temporary and transitory significance. Despite such claims, the vector of methodology in our
series of books, dealing with the history of English literature, relies on Viktor Shklovsky, T. S. Eliot,
Mikhail Bakhtin, and especially Yuri Tynyanov, whose main reasoning would be that literature is a
system of dominant, central and peripheral, marginalized elements - to us, “tradition” (centre)
versus “innovation” (margin) engaged in a “battle” for supremacy, demarginalization, and the right
to form a new literary system - and the development or historical advancement of literature is the
substitution of systems. Roman Jakobson and French structuralism, on the whole, later Linda
Hutcheon, with her “system” and “constant”, and Bran Nicol with the “dominant”, to say nothing
about Itamar Even-Zohar and his theory of polysystem, to a certain extent Julia Kristeva, and even
Homi Bhabha - as well as our humble contribution, we would like to believe - maintain Tynyanov’s
line of thinking and concepts alive, which have developed and emerged nowadays more like a kind of
“neo-formalism”. Focusing on literary practice, applying critical theory and emerging from within
our own teaching experience, the books in the present series are theoretical and surveyistic, like a
monograph, whereas their more practical and text-oriented aspect should appeal as a student
handbook for didactic purposes, in which certain literary works belonging to various writers of



different trends, movements, and periods are analysed and compared with regard to their source,
form, thematic arrangements, ideas, motifs, character representation strategies, intertextual
perspectives, structural or narrative techniques, and other aspects.

english periods of literature: English Fiction of the Early Modern Period Douglas Hewitt,
2014-05-22 This is an ambitious and fascinating analysis of early twentieth-century English
literature from Kipling, Conrad, Lawrence and Forster through figures like Joyce and Woolf to
writers such as Evelyn Waugh. There are chapters on the younger writers of the age as well as the
more popular minor writers like Buchan and Dornford Yates.

english periods of literature: Cyclopaedia of English Literature: First period, from the
earliest times to 1400 Robert Chambers, 1847

english periods of literature: The Oxford Illustrated History of English Literature Pat
Rogers, 2001 Britain possesses a literary heritage virtually unrivaled in the Western world. This
lavishly illustrated volume explores the richness, diversity, and continuity of that tradition. Under
the general editorship of Pat Rogers, some of Britain's foremost literary scholars trace the history of
English literature from its first stirrings in Anglo-Saxon poetry to the present day. The contributors
aim to convey to the reader the pleasure and exhilaration of literature, rather than to provide a bare
outline of schools and periods of writing. At the heart of the volume towers the figure of
Shakespeare, who has a special chapter devoted entirely to himself. The volume also offer detailed
treatments of other major writers such as Chaucer, Milton, Donne, Wordsworth, Dickens, Eliot, and
Auden, and up-to-date discussions of living authors such as Muriel Spark and Seamus Heaney. More
than a mere chronology, this versatile work provides a basic core of information and invaluable
supplementary material, including suggestions for further reading, maps, a chronological table of
dates, and a detailed index with birth and death dates of individuals listed. It also moves beyond
these facts and events to characterize the broad sweep of ideas and the main concerns of British
writers over the past thirteen centuries. The illustrations chosen--thirty-five in color and over two
hundred in black and white--bring to life the content and concerns of the text. They range in subject
from manuscripts and book illustrations to works of art and architecture, portraits, social scenes,
landscapes, and caricatures, illuminating not only the literature but also the ideas, preoccupations,
and outlooks that fostered it. Rather than simply decorating the text, the illustrations complement
and enlarge it. All experts in their chosen areas, the contributors bring to this volume a deep
understanding and great enthusiasm and zest for their subject. Collectively, they have woven
together the complex strands of English literature into a highly readable narrative.

english periods of literature: ENGLISH LITERATURE ADVANCING THROUGH HISTORY
1 - Old English (Anglo-Saxon) and Medieval Periods Petru Golban, 2020-11-24 It appears that
literary work possesses eternal temporal validity due to its autonomous aesthetic value, whereas
criticism provides points of view having temporary and transitory significance. Despite such claims,
the vector of methodology in our series of books, dealing with the history of English literature, relies
on Viktor Shklovsky, T. S. Eliot, Mikhail Bakhtin, and especially Yuri Tynyanov, whose main
reasoning would be that literature is a system of dominant, central and peripheral, marginalized
elements - to us, “tradition” (centre) versus “innovation” (margin) engaged in a “battle” for
supremacy, demarginalization, and the right to form a new literary system - and the development or
historical advancement of literature is the substitution of systems. Roman Jakobson and French
structuralism, on the whole, later Linda Hutcheon, with her “system” and “constant”, and Bran Nicol
with the “dominant”, to say nothing about Itamar Even-Zohar and his theory of polysystem, to a
certain extent Julia Kristeva, and even Homi Bhabha - as well as our humble contribution, by means
of the books in the present series, we would like to believe - maintain Tynyanov’s line of thinking
and concepts alive, which have developed and emerged nowadays more like a kind of
“neo-formalism”.

english periods of literature: ENGLISH LITERATURE ADVANCING THROUGH HISTORY 3 -
The Seventeenth Century Petru Golban, 2021-12-24 The present book is third in a series of works
which aim to expose the complexity and essence, power and extent of the major periods, movements,



trends, genres, authors, and literary texts in the history of English literature. Following this aim, the
series will consist of monographs which cover the most important ages and experiences of English
literary history, including Anglo-Saxon or Old English period, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the
Restoration, neoclassicism, romanticism, Victorian Age, and the twentieth-century and contemporary
literary backgrounds. The reader of these volumes will acquire the knowledge of literary terminology
along with the theoretical and critical perspectives on certain texts and textual typology belonging to
different periods, movements, trends, and genres. The reader will also learn about the
characteristics and conventions of these literary periods and movements, trends and genres, main
writers and major works, and the literary interaction and continuity of the given periods. Apart from
an important amount of reference to literary practice, some chapters on these periods include
information on their philosophy, criticism, worldview, values, or episteme, in the Foucauldian sense,
which means that even though the condition of the creative writing remains as the main concern, it
is balanced by a focus on the condition of thought as well as theoretical and critical writing during a
particular period. Preface Introduction: Approaching Literary Practice and Studying British
Literature in History Preliminaries: Learning Literary Heritage through Critical Tradition or Back to
Tynyanov Genre Theory for Poetry The Intellectual Background 1.1 The Period and Its Historical,
Social and Cultural Implications 1.2 The Philosophical Advancement of Modernity 1.2.1 Francis
Bacon and the “New Method” 1.2.2 The Advancement of Classicism: French Contribution 1.2.3 The
Social and Political Philosophy: Thomas Hobbes and Leviathan 1.2.4 Rationalists and Empiricists 1.3
The Idea of Literature as a Critical Concern in the Seventeenth Century 1.3.1 The English “Battle of
the Books” or “La Querelle des Anciens et des Modernes” in the European Context 1.3.2 Restoration,
John Dryden and Prescribing Neoclassicism The Literary Background 2.1 The British Seventeenth
Century and Its Literary Practice 2.2 Metaphysical Poetry, Its Alternatives and Aftermath 2.3 The
Puritan Period and Its Literary Expression 2.4 The Restoration Period and Its Literature 2.5 The
Picaresque Tradition in European and English Literature Major Literary Voices 3.1 The Metaphysical
Poets I: John Donne 3.2 The Metaphysical Poets II: George Herbert 3.3 The Metaphysical Poets III:
Andrew Marvell 3.4 John Milton: The Voice of the Century 3.4.1 L’Allegro and Il Penseroso 3.4.2
Lycidas and Sonnets 3.4.3 Paradise Lost and the Epic of Puritanism 3.5 John Dryden and His Critical
Theory and Literary Practice Conclusion: The Literature of a Turbulent Age References and
Suggestions for Further Reading Index

english periods of literature: An Introduction to Literature for Students of English as a
Foreign Language K. Thomas Baby, 2024-04-19 This textbook is the result of the author’s long
experience of teaching introductory English literature courses, and the non-availability of a suitable
textbook for EFL (English as a foreign language) students. The books currently available in the
market are beyond the comprehension level of average EFL students. In order to fill this gap and
give a solid foundation to students, the initial chapters of the book deal with important literary terms
and a brief history of English literature. In addition, the book provides various types of
comprehension questions, focussing on the needs of EFL students. Finally, the book consists of
carefully selected materials for the study of fiction, poetry and drama from authors representing
different ages of English literature. This compact textbook can be considered as an excellent
resource for all EFL students and teachers around the world.

english periods of literature: English Literature in Context Paul Poplawski, 2017-05-18
This is the second edition of English Literature in Context, a popular textbook which provides an
essential resource and reference tool for all English literature students. Designed to accompany
students throughout their degree course, it offers a detailed narrative survey of the diverse
historical and cultural contexts that have shaped the development of English literature, from the
Anglo-Saxon period to the present day. Carefully structured for undergraduate use, the eight
chronological chapters are written by a team of expert contributors who are also highly experienced
teachers. Each chapter includes a detailed chronology, contextual readings of selected literary texts,
annotated suggestions for further reading, a rich range of illustrations and textboxes, and thorough
historical and literary overviews. This second edition has been comprehensively revised, with a new



chapter on postcolonial literature, a substantially expanded chapter on contemporary literature, and
the addition of over two hundred new critical references. Online resources include textboxes,
chapter samples, study questions, and chronologies.

english periods of literature: English Drama of the Early Modern Period 1890-1940 Jean
Chothia, 2016-07-01 The period 1890-1940 was a particularly rich and influential phase in the
development of modern English theatre: the age of Wilde and Shaw and a generation of influential
actors and managers from Irving and Terry to Guilgud and Olivier. Jean Chothia's study is in two
parts beginning with a portrait of the period, setting the narrative context and considering the
dramatic social and cultural changes at work during this time. It then focuses on some of the main
themes in the theatre, from Shaw and comedy, to the rise of political and radio drama, providing an
interpretative framework for the period. This volume will be of great benefit to students and
academics of English literature and drama, as it covers the work of the major dramatists of the
period as well as considering the dramatic output of literary figures, such as James, Eliot and
Lawrence.

english periods of literature: English Poetry of the Romantic Period 1789-1830 ]J.R. Watson,
2014-03-18 On its first appearance English Poetry of the Romantic Period was widely praised as on
of the best introductions to the subject. This edition includes updated material in the light of recent
work in Romanticism and Romantic poetry. The book discusses the concerns that linked the
Romantic poets, from their responses to the political and social upheavals around them to their
interest in the poet's visionary and prophetic role. It includes helpful and authoritative discussions of
figures such as Blake, Clare, Coleridge, Crabbe, Keats, Scott, Shelley and Wordsworth.
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