
eight white nights
Eight White Nights: A Journey Through Russia’s Magical Summer Phenomenon

eight white nights evoke a sense of wonder, mystery, and natural beauty that
captivates travelers and locals alike. This enchanting period, celebrated
most famously in St. Petersburg, Russia, is a unique phenomenon where the sun
barely sets, casting a gentle twilight that lasts well into the night. The
city’s vibrant culture, combined with this extraordinary natural event,
creates an atmosphere unlike anything else in the world. If you’ve ever
dreamed of experiencing endless summer evenings filled with music, art, and
breathtaking views, understanding the essence of the eight white nights is
essential.

What Are the Eight White Nights?

The term “eight white nights” refers to the brief period during the summer
when the night sky remains illuminated by the sun’s proximity below the
horizon. Unlike a typical sunset and nightfall, during these nights, darkness
is minimal, and the sky glows with a soft, ethereal light. This phenomenon is
most prominent in cities located near the Arctic Circle, with St. Petersburg
being the most famous example.

The Science Behind the White Nights

The eight white nights occur due to the tilt of the Earth’s axis. Around the
summer solstice, the Northern Hemisphere tilts toward the sun, resulting in
longer days and shorter nights. In locations like St. Petersburg, the sun
dips just below the horizon but never fully disappears, producing a twilight
that lasts all night. This natural light is not only beautiful but also
affects the city’s rhythm, encouraging outdoor activities and late-night
celebrations.

The Cultural Significance of the Eight White
Nights

The eight white nights are more than just a natural occurrence; they are
deeply ingrained in Russian culture and folklore. The period symbolizes
renewal, creativity, and joy, inspiring poets, musicians, and artists for
generations. In fact, the term gained literary fame through Fyodor
Dostoevsky’s novella “White Nights,” which explores themes of longing and
ephemeral beauty set against the backdrop of these luminous evenings.



Festivals and Celebrations

During the eight white nights, St. Petersburg comes alive with a series of
cultural events, including:

Scarlet Sails Festival: A spectacular event marking the end of the
school year, featuring fireworks, music concerts, and a tall ship with
scarlet sails sailing along the Neva River.

White Nights International Arts Festival: A celebration of ballet,
opera, and classical music featuring performances by world-renowned
artists.

Late-night museum openings: Many museums and galleries extend their
hours, allowing visitors to enjoy art and history under the magical
night sky.

These festivals make the eight white nights a perfect time to immerse
yourself in Russia’s rich heritage while enjoying the natural light show.

Experiencing the Eight White Nights: Tips for
Travelers

If you’re planning a trip to witness the eight white nights, here are some
practical tips to make the most of your experience.

Best Time to Visit

The white nights typically occur from late May to mid-July, peaking around
June 21st, the summer solstice. Planning your visit around this time ensures
you catch the full magic of the phenomenon and the associated festivities.

Where to Watch the Magic

Finding the perfect spot to enjoy the white nights is part of the adventure.
Some of the best locations include:

Neva River Embankments: Ideal for watching the sunset and the
illuminated bridges.



Peter and Paul Fortress: Offers panoramic views of the city and the
glowing sky.

Rooftop Bars and Cafés: Many establishments open their terraces,
providing a cozy atmosphere to enjoy the nights with a drink in hand.

Packing and Preparation

Despite the warm evenings, the nights can be cool and breezy. Packing layers,
a light jacket, and comfortable walking shoes will keep you comfortable as
you explore the city late into the night. Also, remember a camera or
smartphone to capture the surreal light.

The Impact of the Eight White Nights on Local
Life

The eight white nights influence more than just tourism; they shape the daily
lives and routines of those living in northern cities. Residents often adjust
their schedules to take advantage of the extended daylight, engaging in
outdoor activities such as jogging, cycling, and socializing in parks or
along the waterfront.

Nightlife and Socializing

With nearly 24 hours of daylight, the nightlife scene shifts dramatically.
Bars, clubs, and restaurants stay open later, and the concept of “night”
nightlife blends into an all-evening affair. This extended social time
fosters a vibrant community atmosphere where locals and visitors mingle
freely, celebrating the endless summer energy.

Economic Boost

Tourism during the eight white nights significantly boosts the local economy.
Hotels, restaurants, and cultural venues experience a surge in visitors,
prompting many businesses to offer special deals and events. This seasonal
influx supports jobs and encourages investment in the city’s infrastructure
and cultural institutions.



Exploring Beyond St. Petersburg: Other Places
to Witness White Nights

While St. Petersburg is the most renowned city for white nights, several
other northern locations also experience this natural phenomenon.

Murmansk

Located above the Arctic Circle, Murmansk experiences months of white nights,
offering a more extreme version of the phenomenon. Visitors can enjoy unique
Arctic landscapes alongside the endless twilight.

Helsinki, Finland

Though less intense than in Russia, Helsinki’s summer nights are bright and
lively, with locals celebrating the solstice with bonfires, music, and
dancing.

Oslo, Norway

Norway’s capital offers stunning fjord views bathed in soft light during the
white nights. The city’s outdoor cafes and parks become hubs of activity well
into the early morning.

White Nights in Art and Literature

The allure of the eight white nights has inspired countless works of art,
music, and literature. Beyond Dostoevsky’s famous novella, many Russian
composers and painters have captured the ethereal beauty of these nights.

Musical Inspirations

Composers like Tchaikovsky and Rimsky-Korsakov have written pieces reflecting
the mood of the white nights, often performed during the summer festivals.
These compositions blend the emotional intensity of Russian music with the
serene, dreamy quality of the glowing nights.



Visual Arts

Painters have long been fascinated by the unique lighting conditions of the
white nights. The soft, diffused light creates opportunities for capturing
unusual color palettes and moods, resulting in iconic works that depict St.
Petersburg’s waterways, bridges, and architecture.

How to Make the Most of Your White Nights
Experience

To truly appreciate the magic of the eight white nights, consider these
insider tips:

Embrace the local traditions: Attend festivals, try regional cuisine,
and interact with locals to deepen your understanding of the cultural
significance.

Stay up late: The nights are a perfect time for leisurely walks, people-
watching, or enjoying live music in open-air venues.

Capture the moments: Use a camera with manual settings to experiment
with long exposures and low light photography, immortalizing the surreal
ambiance.

Plan for quiet moments: Seek out less crowded parks or riverbanks to
enjoy the tranquility and reflect on the beauty of endless twilight.

Experiencing the eight white nights is not just about witnessing a natural
spectacle; it’s about immersing yourself in a unique cultural and emotional
journey that stays with you long after the light fades.

The eight white nights remain one of the most captivating and poetic
phenomena of the natural world, blending science, culture, and human
experience into a luminous celebration of summer’s peak. Whether you’re a
traveler, an art lover, or simply a curious soul, these nights offer a rare
chance to see the world bathed in light when darkness should reign.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the 'Eight White Nights' in Jewish



tradition?
The 'Eight White Nights' refer to the eight days following Yom Kippur, known
for their spiritual significance and often associated with the practice of
the Mishnah Yoma's teachings on atonement and repentance.

How is the period of Eight White Nights observed?
During the Eight White Nights, individuals focus on introspection, prayer,
and acts of kindness, continuing the themes of repentance and purification
initiated on Yom Kippur.

Why are these nights called 'white' nights?
They are called 'white' nights because of the tradition to wear white
clothing during Yom Kippur and the subsequent days, symbolizing purity,
cleansing, and renewal.

Are there any specific rituals or customs associated
with the Eight White Nights?
While there are no universally mandated rituals, many people increase their
study of Torah, give charity, and engage in self-improvement efforts during
the Eight White Nights to extend the spiritual elevation of Yom Kippur.

Is 'Eight White Nights' related to any particular
Jewish holiday or event?
Yes, the Eight White Nights follow immediately after Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement, and are part of the broader High Holiday season emphasizing
repentance and spiritual renewal.

Additional Resources
Eight White Nights: A Cinematic Exploration of Love, Identity, and Urban
Isolation

eight white nights is a film that delves deep into the complexities of human
relationships against the backdrop of an urban winter landscape. Originally a
novel by renowned Russian author Pavel Sanaev, the story has been adapted
into a film that captures the nuanced interplay of love, loneliness, and
self-discovery during a fleeting period known as the "white nights." This
phenomenon, characterized by extended twilight in northern latitudes,
metaphorically frames the narrative’s exploration of transient yet profound
connections.

The film’s title, "eight white nights," refers not only to the literal period
during which the story unfolds but also serves as a symbolic marker of



fleeting moments that hold the potential to alter one’s life. This temporal
setting enriches the narrative, blending the mystical aura of the natural
world with the raw emotional journeys of its characters. As such, the movie
offers a rich terrain for analysis, both from a cinematic and thematic
perspective.

Contextualizing Eight White Nights Within
Russian Literary and Cinematic Traditions

The concept of "white nights" has long held cultural significance in Russia,
often evoked in literature and cinema as a time of reflection and emotional
intensity. Fyodor Dostoevsky’s classic novella "White Nights" is a notable
precursor, portraying a romantic encounter under the ethereal glow of St.
Petersburg’s summer nights. Pavel Sanaev’s "eight white nights" expands upon
this motif, blending elements of romance, drama, and social commentary.

In cinematic terms, adaptations of Russian literature often emphasize mood
and atmosphere to convey internal states of characters. The film version of
"eight white nights" inherits this tradition, using the interplay of light
and shadow, the stark urban environment, and intimate close-ups to evoke a
sense of isolation and yearning. These techniques align the film with other
Russian cinematic works that prioritize psychological depth over spectacle.

The Narrative Arc and Character Dynamics

At the heart of "eight white nights" lies the story of a chance encounter
between two strangers navigating personal crises. The protagonist, a solitary
man grappling with the aftermath of a failed relationship, meets a woman
whose own life is marked by vulnerability and guardedness. Their interaction
unfolds over the course of eight nights, with each evening peeling back
layers of emotional armor.

The structure of the narrative is deliberately episodic, reflecting the
fleeting nature of their connection. This format allows for a gradual
revelation of character motivations and fears, emphasizing the tentative hope
that emerges amid loneliness. The film’s pacing mirrors the slow progression
of twilight during the white nights, reinforcing the thematic interplay
between time and emotional transformation.

Visual and Aural Elements Enhancing the Film’s Mood

Cinematography plays a pivotal role in shaping the atmosphere of "eight white
nights." The use of natural lighting during the prolonged twilight hours
creates a palette dominated by muted blues and grays, underscoring the film’s



melancholic tone. The urban setting—often cold and desolate—is contrasted
with moments of warmth in the characters’ interactions, visually emphasizing
the tension between isolation and connection.

Sound design further complements the visual narrative. Subtle ambient noises,
such as distant traffic or the rustling of winter foliage, ground the story
in a tangible reality, while the sparse musical score accentuates emotional
beats without overwhelming the dialogue. This restrained approach to sound
aligns with the film’s overall aesthetic of understatement and introspection.

Comparative Analysis: Eight White Nights and
Similar Films

When examining "eight white nights" in relation to other films exploring
themes of love and alienation, several comparisons emerge. For instance,
Richard Linklater’s "Before Sunrise" trilogy shares a similar focus on
ephemeral romantic encounters set against urban backdrops. Both films
emphasize dialogue-driven storytelling and character development over plot-
driven action.

Unlike "Before Sunrise," however, "eight white nights" incorporates a more
somber tone and a distinct cultural context that shapes its depiction of
relationships. The pervasive sense of urban isolation in the Russian setting
introduces a layer of social commentary absent from many Western romantic
dramas. This dimension adds complexity to the film’s portrayal of intimacy
and emotional vulnerability.

Strengths and Limitations of the Film

One of the film’s greatest strengths is its ability to evoke profound
emotional resonance through minimalist storytelling. The deliberate pacing
invites viewers to engage deeply with the characters’ internal struggles,
fostering empathy and reflection. Additionally, the interplay of natural
phenomena—the white nights—and human emotion creates a compelling
metaphorical framework.

On the other hand, the film’s understated approach may challenge audiences
accustomed to more conventional romantic narratives. Its episodic structure
and ambiguous resolution can be perceived as elusive, potentially limiting
mainstream appeal. Some viewers might find the moodiness and contemplative
style less accessible, highlighting a trade-off between artistic ambition and
audience engagement.



SEO Keywords and Phrases Integration

For those searching for insights on "eight white nights," it is important to
note the film’s thematic exploration of urban isolation, fleeting romance,
and self-discovery. Keywords such as "Russian romantic drama," "white nights
phenomenon," "Pavel Sanaev adaptation," and "psychological character study"
are integral to understanding the film’s positioning within global cinema.

Moreover, discussions of "eight white nights" often intersect with topics
like "St. Petersburg nightlife," "twilight in northern latitudes," and
"emotional storytelling in film." These LSI keywords contribute to a richer
search engine profile, ensuring comprehensive coverage of the film’s cultural
and thematic contexts.

Audience Reception and Critical Appraisal

Critics have generally praised "eight white nights" for its atmospheric
direction and nuanced performances. Reviews highlight the film’s subtle
portrayal of emotional complexity and the effective use of natural light to
enhance mood. However, some critiques mention the film’s slow pacing and
limited narrative closure as factors that may divide audience opinion.

From an audience perspective, the film resonates particularly with viewers
who appreciate character-driven dramas and art-house cinema. Its exploration
of universal themes through a culturally specific lens offers both
relatability and fresh perspective, fostering engagement among cinephiles and
literary enthusiasts alike.

Practical Recommendations for Viewers

For those interested in exploring "eight white nights," it is advisable to
approach the film with an openness to contemplative storytelling. The movie
benefits from attentive viewing in a quiet setting, allowing the subtle
emotional cues and atmospheric details to fully register. It may also be
insightful to read Pavel Sanaev’s original novel to appreciate the adaptation
choices and thematic depth.

Additionally, pairing the film with other works centered on the white nights
motif or urban romance can enrich the viewing experience. This contextual
understanding enhances appreciation of the film’s artistic nuances and
cultural significance.

The lasting impression of "eight white nights" is one of quiet intensity—a
cinematic meditation on human connection amidst the cold expanse of city life
and fleeting moments of light. Its blend of poetic imagery, nuanced
characterization, and cultural resonance situates it as a noteworthy



contribution to contemporary Russian cinema and the broader genre of romantic
drama.

Eight White Nights

  eight white nights: Eight White Nights André Aciman, 2010-02-02 A LUSHLY ROMANTIC
NOVEL FROM THE AUTHOR OF CALL ME BY YOUR NAME Eight White Nights is an unforgettable
journey through that enchanted terrain where passion and fear and the sheer craving to ask for love
and to show love can forever alter who we are. A man in his late twenties goes to a large Christmas
party in Manhattan where a woman introduces herself with three words: I am Clara. Over the
following seven days, they meet every evening at the same cinema. Overwhelmed yet cautious, he
treads softly and won't hazard a move. The tension between them builds gradually, marked by
ambivalence, hope, and distrust. As André Aciman explores their emotions with uncompromising
accuracy and sensuous prose, they move both closer together and farther apart, culminating on New
Year's Eve in a final scene charged with magic and the promise of renewal. Call Me by Your Name,
Aciman's debut novel, established him as one of the finest writers of our time, an expert at the most
sultry depictions of longing and desire. As The Washington Post Book World wrote, The beauty of
Aciman's writing and the purity of his passions should place this extraordinary first novel within the
canon of great romantic love stories for everyone. Aciman's piercing and romantic new novel is a
brilliant performance from a master prose stylist.
  eight white nights: The Films of Eric Rohmer L. Anderst, 2014-03-13 Eric Rohmer was a key
figure in French New Wave cinema. Contributors to this volume revisit, complicate, and upend
accepted readings and interpretations of perennial Rohmerian topics including the important role of
language in his films, the influence of the arts, depictions of gender and class, and the roles played
by space and place in his films.
  eight white nights: Village Voices Odile Hellier, 2024-09-24 A celebration of the legacy of the
Village Voice bookshop in Paris, founded by Odile Hellier in 1982—a hub of social life and a refuge
for artists, writers, and anglophone literary life for over three decades until it closed in 2012. “My
entire sense of Paris centers on Odile and the bookshop.” —Richard Ford For literature lovers, it’s a
feast. —Publishers Weekly  In July of 1982, on a quiet boulevard just off the bustling Boulevard
Saint-German, Odile Hellier opened the Village Voice Bookshop. Over the next three decades, the
blue-shuttered shop would become one of the most famous English-language bookstores in Paris—a
vivacious hub for artists, writers, and a haven for anglophone literary life. After the its closing, Odile
found herself with hundreds of tapes of various talks given at the bookshop by the greatest artists of
their generation. These voices from the past were the spontaneous exchanges of literary and cultural
icons such as Susan Sontag, Margaret Atwood, Don DeLillo, Allen Ginsberg, Toni Morrison, Michael
Ondaatje, Jim Harrison, Barry Gifford, Adrienne Rich, David Sedaris, Amy Tan, Edmund White, Art
Spiegelman, and Stephen Spender, all of whom were drawn to Odile’s tiny bookstore on Rue
Princesse. This carefully curated historical archive is an enduring conversation across time, and a
memoir of one woman’s beloved store. “… when you squeezed into the narrow event space on the
Voice’s upper floor, French and international book lovers mingled with Parisian editors and
publishers, shared a glass of wine, a new discovery, a heretical opinion, and took the conversation
outside to the sidewalk of the Rue Princesse, for another shared pleasure: an unguilty cigarette.” —
Livia Manera, The New Yorker “A stroll from rue de l’Odéon, Les Deux Magots or the Luxembourg
Gardens, the hanging sign reads Village Voice: Anglo-American Bookshop. The narrow door and
window frames are painted Greek island blue… Lingering a while in front of the window display,
you’ll want to dive inside, into an ocean of story.” —Hazel Rowley, Bookforum
  eight white nights: On the Mediterranean and the Nile Aimée Israel-Pelletier, 2018-03-12

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-155/eight-white-nights.pdf


Aimée Israel-Pelletier examines the lives of Middle Eastern Jews living in Islamic societies in this
political and cultural history of the Jews of Egypt. By looking at the work of five Egyptian Jewish
writers, Israel-Pelletier confronts issues of identity, exile, language, immigration, Arab nationalism,
European colonialism, and discourse on the Holocaust. She illustrates that the Jews of Egypt were a
fluid community connected by deep roots to the Mediterranean and the Nile. They had an
unshakable sense of being Egyptian until the country turned toward the Arab East. With
Israel-Pelletier's deft handling, Jewish Egyptian writing offers an insider's view in the unique
character of Egyptian Jewry and the Jewish presence across the Mediterranean region and North
Africa.
  eight white nights: Maidy June Houghton Gatewood, 2023-10-11 Maidy Houghton entered the
world in the city of Plymouth, Devon. German airplanes dropped building-shattering bombs over the
southern part o England. Her first cries echoed the blare of the warning sirens. Born to a British
nurse and Mexican father, who was serving in the Royal Air Force, Black Swan, Squadron 103.
Maidy’s journey began in hope, but led through pain, reconciliation, and redemption. War had badly
affected her family. They had a strong sense of Independence through fear, with empty hearts. It
suffocated their inner needs, and left them expressing no love or emotion. June Maidy Houghton,
remembers the blinding hate that captures the miseries of her childhood: a mother bestowing
mental and physical abuse, forcing her to spend eleven years in an orphanage. When she finally
came home, the sexual abuse from her stepfather, and finally, her decadelong hatred of Germany
and the Nazi who killed her father. Where there is war, there is no peace. This is her story
  eight white nights: Dwelling in Days Foregone Weronika Łaszkiewicz, Zbigniew Maszewski,
2016-04-26 This volume brings together papers that examine American literary texts and cultural
phenomena as manifestations and/or expressions of nostalgia. Inspired by Svetlana Boym’s seminal
study The Future of Nostalgia (2001), the authors of the sixteen chapters demonstrate that this
sentiment proves to be a useful key in the process, opening up new interpretive vistas and enabling
new critical insights. The experience that comes under scrutiny in these texts is informed by the
fundamental division into a certain “present,” which is the domain of insatiability, and a certain
“past” – the locus of at-homeness, often irretrievably lost.
  eight white nights: The Good Book Andrew Blauner, 2017-03-28 A collection of previously
unpublished pieces by 32 of today's most prominent writers shares their thoughts about biblical
passages they find personally meaningful, in a volume that includes contributions by such figures as
Edwidge Danticat, Tobias Wolff and Ian Frazier, --NoveList.
  eight white nights: Granta 145 Sigrid Rausing, 2018-11-15 This issue of Granta is about time
and about ghosts - the ghosts of our past selves, the shadows of past injuries, the ghosts of history,
the ghosts in the machine. André Aciman remembers Rome Ahmet Altan on his life sentence Bernard
Cooper on Ambien and sleep-eating Maggie O'Farrell on damaging her 'sacred' joint Vasily
Grossman's Stalingrad, a companion to his epic Life and Fate Amos Oz in conversation with Shira
Hadad Inigo Thomas on the fall of Singapore PLUS NEW FICTION from Anne Carson, Steven Dunn,
Sheila Heti, Eugene Lim, Sandra Newman, Maria Reva and Jess Row POETRY from Cortney Lamar
Charleston and Jana Prikryl PHOTOGRAPHY from Monika Bulaj, with an introduction by Janine di
Giovanni
  eight white nights: When I First Held You Brian Gresko, 2014-05-06 From some of today’s
most critically acclaimed writers—including Dennis Lehane, Justin Cronin, Andre Dubus III, and
Benjamin Percy—comes a rich collection of essays on what it means to be a dad. Becoming a father
can be one of the most profoundly terrifying, exhilarating, life-changing occasions in a man’s life.
Now 22 of today’s masterful writers get straight to the heart of modern fatherhood in this
incomparable collection of thought-provoking essays. From making that ultimate decision to have a
kid to making it through the birth to tangling with a toddler mid-tantrum, and eventually letting a
teen loose in the world, these fathers explore every facet of fatherhood and show how being a father
changed the way they saw the world—and themselves. “One of the first things I learned about
fatherhood was that my father was right: it was hard and it kicked the shit out of your life



plan.”—Lev Grossman “I wanted to hold him. I wanted to hold him close and never let go. But we
have to let go, don’t we?”—Andre Dubus III “Bridges are engineered. Children are worked toward,
clumsily, imperfectly, with a deep and almost religious faith in trial and error.”—Ben Greenman “If
you counted up the nights I’ve spent dancing to ‘Strangers in the Night,’ those hours would stretch
three times around the equator.”—Garth Stein “The most surprising aspect of parenting has been
how much my pre-parenting life looks like a cloud in the rearview.”—Dennis Lehane Contributors
include André Aciman, Chris Bachelder, David Bezmozgis, Justin Cronin, Peter Ho Davies, Anthony
Doerr, Andre Dubus III, Steve Edwards, Karl Taro Greenfeld, Ben Greenman, Lev Grossman, Dennis
Lehane, Bruce Machart, Rick Moody, Stephen O’Connor, Benjamin Percy, Bob Smith, Frederick
Reiken, Marco Roth, Matthew Specktor, Garth Stein, and Alexi Zentner
  eight white nights: Room on the Sea André Aciman, 2025-06-24 Three hypnotic novellas about
obsessional love, missed connections, and enduring regret by the bestselling author of Call Me by
Your Name. The short fictions in Room on the Sea deal with the heart-wrenching vicissitudes of
amorous ambivalence, in André Aciman's inimitably nostalgic, lyric style. The Gentleman from Peru
tells the story of the life-changing encounter of a group of friends with an enigmatic solitary guest in
a hotel on the Amalfi Coast. Room on the Sea is a dialogue between a man and a woman who meet
on jury duty and embark on a complex relationship. Mariana is a modern retelling of a famous
seventeenth-century novel about a love affair between a nun and a swashbuckling, unreliable
aristocrat. No one writes about the ups and downs, the yeses and nos, of contemporary love like
Aciman. As The Times (London) writes: ”You don't so much read André Aciman's novels as tumble
breathlessly into them.“
  eight white nights: What My Mother and I Don't Talk About Michele Filgate, 2020-08-11
“You will devour these beautifully written—and very important—tales of honesty, pain, and
resilience” (Elizabeth Gilbert, New York Times bestselling author of Eat Pray Love and City of Girls)
from fifteen brilliant writers who explore how what we don’t talk about with our mothers affects us,
for better or for worse. As an undergraduate, Michele Filgate started writing an essay about being
abused by her stepfather. It took her more than a decade to realize that she was actually trying to
write about how this affected her relationship with her mother. When it was finally published, the
essay went viral, shared on social media by Anne Lamott, Rebecca Solnit, and many others. This
gave Filgate an idea, and the resulting anthology offers a candid look at our relationships with our
mothers. Leslie Jamison writes about trying to discover who her seemingly perfect mother was
before ever becoming a mom. In Cathi Hanauer’s hilarious piece, she finally gets a chance to have a
conversation with her mother that isn’t interrupted by her domineering (but lovable) father. André
Aciman writes about what it was like to have a deaf mother. Melissa Febos uses mythology as a lens
to look at her close-knit relationship with her psychotherapist mother. And Julianna Baggott talks
about having a mom who tells her everything. As Filgate writes, “Our mothers are our first homes,
and that’s why we’re always trying to return to them.” There’s relief in acknowledging how what we
couldn’t say for so long is a way to heal our relationships with others and, perhaps most important,
with ourselves. Contributions by Cathi Hanauer, Melissa Febos, Alexander Chee, Dylan Landis,
Bernice L. McFadden, Julianna Baggott, Lynn Steger Strong, Kiese Laymon, Carmen Maria
Machado, André Aciman, Sari Botton, Nayomi Munaweera, Brandon Taylor, and Leslie Jamison.
  eight white nights: Homo Irrealis André Aciman, 2021-01-19 The New York Times–bestselling
author of Find Me and Call Me by Your Name returns to the essay form with his collection of
thoughts on time, the creative mind, and great lives and works Irrealis moods are a category of
verbal moods that indicate that certain events have not happened, may never happen, or should or
must or are indeed desired to happen, but for which there is no indication that they will ever
happen. Irrealis moods are also known as counterfactual moods and include the conditional, the
subjunctive, the optative, and the imperative—all best expressed in this book as the might-be and the
might-have-been. One of the great prose stylists of his generation, André Aciman returns to the
essay form in Homo Irrealis to explore what time means to artists who cannot grasp life in the
present. Irrealis moods are not about the present or the past or the future; they are about what



might have been but never was but could in theory still happen. From meditations on subway poetry
and the temporal resonances of an empty Italian street to considerations of the lives and work of
Sigmund Freud, C. P. Cavafy, W. G. Sebald, John Sloan, Éric Rohmer, Marcel Proust, and Fernando
Pessoa and portraits of cities such as Alexandria and St. Petersburg, Homo Irrealis is a deep
reflection on the imagination’s power to forge a zone outside of time’s intractable hold.
  eight white nights: The Conde Nast Traveler Book of Unforgettable Journeys: Volume II
Various, 2012-08-28 Another spellbinding trip around the globe with some of today's most
celebrated writers and journalists Condé Nast Traveler is the preeminent travel magazine in the
United States, boasting a readership of 3.5 million. This second collection of the award-winning
magazine's best travel writings, includes essays by luminaries such as, Robert Hughes, Russell
Banks, E. L. Doctorow, André Aciman, Pico Iyer, and Edna O'Brien. As the world becomes smaller
and ever more accessible, interest in travel writing is only growing greater. So whether readers are
preparing for their own journeys or just indulging in an armchair adventure, this new volume of The
Condé Nast Traveler Book of Unforgettable Journeys will open their eyes to the world.
  eight white nights: The Emerald Archive Gary Freedman, 2019-05-16 The Emerald Archive is
a novel in verse about a Jewish-Iranian emigre family living in Manhattan. The book is a theme and
variations. It opens with a three-page prose theme that summarizes the plot of the entire book. The
remaining pages are a series of poems that function as a collection of variations on the theme. The
story unfolds through the poems. The final page, in prose, ties together the themes of the book. The
major characters of The Emerald Archive include a high-earning dental surgeon and his depressive
wife, a gay librarian, an accounting student, a stripper, a concert pianist and a Park Avenue
psychoanalyst. There are numerous minor characters.
  eight white nights: Roman Year André Aciman, 2024-10-22 The author of Call Me by Your
Name returns with a deeply romantic memoir of his time in Rome while on the cusp of adulthood. In
Roman Year, André Aciman captures the period of his adolescence that began when he and his
family first set foot in Rome, after being expelled from Egypt. Though Aciman’s family had been
well-off in Alexandria, all vestiges of their status vanished when they fled, and the author, his
younger brother, and his deaf mother moved into a rented apartment in Rome’s Via Clelia. Though
dejected, Aciman’s mother and brother found their way into life in Rome, while Aciman, still
unmoored, burrowed into his bedroom to read one book after the other. The world of novels
eventually allowed him to open up to the city and, through them, discover the beating heart of the
Eternal City. Aciman’s time in Rome did not last long before he and his family moved across the
ocean, but by the time they did, he was leaving behind a city he loved. In this memoir, the author, a
genius of the poetry of the place (John Domini, The Boston Globe), conjures the sights, smells, tastes,
and people of Rome as only he can. Aciman captures, as if in amber, a living portrait of himself on
the brink of adulthood and the city he worshipped at that pivotal moment. Roman Year is a treasure,
unearthed by one of our greatest prose stylists.
  eight white nights: Journey Into the Past Stefan Zweig, 2012-07-25 A deep study of the
uneasy heart by one of the masters of the psychological novel, Journey into the Past, published here
for the first time in America, is a novella that was found among Zweig’s papers after his death.
Investigating the strange ways in which love, in spite of everything—time, war, betrayal—can last,
Zweig tells the story of Ludwig, an ambitious young man from a modest background who falls in love
with the wife of his rich employer. His love is returned, and the couple vow to live together, but then
Ludwig is dispatched on business to Mexico, and while he is there the First World War breaks out.
With travel and even communication across the Atlantic shut down, Ludwig makes a new life in the
New World. Years later, however, he returns to Germany to find his beloved a widow and their
mutual attraction as strong as ever. But is it possible for love to survive precisely as the impossible?
  eight white nights: Enigma Variations André Aciman, 2017-01-03 A passionate portrait of
love’s contradictory power, in five illuminating stories
  eight white nights: TOPSY TURVY J. Michael Mahoney, 2008-09 TOPSY TURVY: A Book for All
in One The author's personal collection of favorite quotations, hopefully to be enjoyed by all who



read them.
  eight white nights: Immigrant Voices, Volume 2 Gordon Hutner, 2015-06-02 A compelling
collection of essays providing a comprehensive vision of immigration to the United States in the late
twentieth and twenty-first centuries—the indispensable companion to Immigrant Voices. Filled with
moving narratives by authors from around the world, Immigrant Voices: Volume II delivers a global
and intimate look at the challenges modern immigrants confront. Their stories, told with pride,
humor, trepidation, candor, and a touch of homesickness, offer rarely glimpsed perspectives on the
difficult but ultimately rewarding quest to become an American. From the humorous experiences of
Firoozeh Dumas, author of Funny in Farsi, to the poignant struggles of Oksana Marafioti, author of
American Gypsy, this collection travels from Burundi to Afghanistan, Egypt to Havana, and
Cambodia to Puerto Rico, to present incredible contemporary portraits of immigrants and illustrate
that America is, and always will remain, a fresh and ever-changing melting pot. Featuring Firsthand
Accounts by André Aciman, Tamim Ansary, H.B. Cavalcanti, Firoozeh Dumas, Gustavo Pérez Firmat,
Reyna Grande, Le Ly Hayslip, Aleksandar Hemon, Rose Ihedigbo, Oksana Marafioti, Anchee Min,
Shoba Narayan, Elizabeth Nunez, Guillermo Reyes, Marcus Samuelsson, Katarina Tepesh, Gilbert
Tuhabonye, Loung Ung, Kao Kalia Yang
  eight white nights: Find Me André Aciman, 2019-10-29 A New York Times Bestseller In this
spellbinding exploration of the varieties of love, the author of the worldwide bestseller Call Me by
Your Name revisits its complex and beguiling characters decades after their first meeting. No novel
in recent memory has spoken more movingly to contemporary readers about the nature of love than
André Aciman’s haunting Call Me by Your Name. First published in 2007, it was hailed as “a love
letter, an invocation . . . an exceptionally beautiful book” (Stacey D’Erasmo, The New York Times
Book Review). Nearly three quarters of a million copies have been sold, and the book became a
much-loved, Academy Award–winning film starring Timothée Chalamet as the young Elio and Armie
Hammer as Oliver, the graduate student with whom he falls in love. In Find Me, Aciman shows us
Elio’s father, Samuel, on a trip from Florence to Rome to visit Elio, who has become a gifted classical
pianist. A chance encounter on the train with a beautiful young woman upends Sami’s plans and
changes his life forever. Elio soon moves to Paris, where he, too, has a consequential affair, while
Oliver, now a New England college professor with a family, suddenly finds himself contemplating a
return trip across the Atlantic. Aciman is a master of sensibility, of the intimate details and the
emotional nuances that are the substance of passion. Find Me brings us back inside the magic circle
of one of our greatest contemporary romances to ask if, in fact, true love ever dies.
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