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Dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch: Unlocking the Foundations of Biblical Scholarship

dictionary of the old testament pentateuch serves as an indispensable tool for anyone diving
deep into the first five books of the Bible—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.
These books, collectively known as the Pentateuch, lay the theological and historical groundwork for
both Judaism and Christianity. Whether you are a scholar, a student, or simply a curious reader,
having a comprehensive dictionary dedicated to the Old Testament Pentateuch can illuminate the
richness of its language, culture, and meaning.

In this article, we’ll explore what a dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch entails, why it is so
valuable, and how it can enhance your understanding of this ancient yet profoundly influential text.

What Is the Dictionary of the Old Testament
Pentateuch?

At its core, a dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch is a specialized reference work that
provides detailed entries on words, names, places, themes, and concepts found exclusively within
the Pentateuch. Unlike general Bible dictionaries or encyclopedias, this resource zeroes in on the
unique vocabulary and theological nuances of these foundational texts.

Focus on Original Language and Context

One of the standout features of such a dictionary is its emphasis on the original Hebrew language.
The Pentateuch was originally written in Biblical Hebrew, and many words carry meanings that can
be lost or oversimplified in translation. A good dictionary explains the etymology, root words, and
possible interpretations, offering readers a richer understanding of passages.

Additionally, the dictionary often provides cultural, historical, and religious context for
terms—explaining ancient practices, social norms, and geographical references that shaped the
Pentateuch’s narrative.

Why Is a Dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch
Essential?

The Pentateuch is not only the oldest portion of the Bible but also one of the most complex. Its
language is dense with symbolism, legal codes, genealogies, and theological motifs. Without a
specialized dictionary, readers might miss subtle but critical meanings.



Clarifying Difficult Terms and Concepts

Many terms in the Pentateuch are unique or rare, such as names of ancient tribes, ritual objects, or
ceremonial laws. A dictionary dedicated to the Pentateuch breaks down these terms clearly. For
example, understanding the significance of “covenant” (בְּרִית, berith) or “tabernacle” (מִשְׁכָּן,
mishkan) requires knowledge beyond simple definitions. The dictionary provides that depth.

Enhancing Theological and Historical Insight

The Pentateuch is foundational for understanding biblical theology—it introduces ideas about God’s
nature, human origins, sin, and redemption. Many theological terms and concepts are explored in
detail in such dictionaries, helping readers appreciate how these themes develop through the text.

Moreover, historical context—such as the customs of ancient Near Eastern societies or
archaeological findings—can clarify the text further. A dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch
often incorporates these insights, making it a rich resource for research.

Key Features to Look for in a Dictionary of the Old
Testament Pentateuch

Not all dictionaries are created equal, and selecting the right one can make a big difference in your
study.

Comprehensive Entries

Look for dictionaries that offer thorough explanations, including:

Hebrew root words and derivatives

Historical and cultural background

Theological implications

Cross-references to related biblical passages

This kind of detail helps readers connect the dots and see the bigger picture.



Scholarly Yet Accessible Language

While the dictionary should be grounded in serious scholarship, it must also be approachable for
non-experts. A good balance means avoiding too much jargon while still respecting academic rigor.

Use of Archaeological and Comparative Studies

Many modern dictionaries on the Pentateuch incorporate findings from archaeology and
comparative studies of ancient Near Eastern texts. These insights can shed light on customs, laws,
and stories, enriching the reader’s understanding.

Popular Dictionaries and Resources for the Old
Testament Pentateuch

For those interested in exploring this specialized field, here are a few widely respected resources:

Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch edited by T. Desmond Alexander and David
W. Baker — This is a comprehensive and scholarly work, providing detailed articles from
leading biblical scholars.

New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis — While broader
in scope, this dictionary offers excellent coverage of Pentateuchal terms and themes.

Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary — A multi-volume set with in-depth entries on biblical terms,
including those in the Pentateuch.

Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon — A classic Hebrew lexicon that helps
with understanding the original language of the Pentateuch.

These tools are invaluable for anyone wanting to explore the Pentateuch beyond a surface reading.

How to Use a Dictionary of the Old Testament
Pentateuch Effectively

To get the most out of this resource, consider the following tips:



Start with Key Themes or Passages

Identify a passage or theme that interests you—such as the creation narrative, the Exodus, or the
laws in Leviticus—and look up related terms in the dictionary. This focused approach helps you build
a deeper understanding systematically.

Cross-Reference with Commentaries and Other Study Tools

Combining the dictionary with biblical commentaries, lexicons, and theological works can provide
multiple perspectives on the same term or concept.

Take Notes and Reflect

As you explore entries, jot down insights or questions. Reflecting on these can enhance personal
study or prepare you for teaching or discussion groups.

Understanding the Pentateuch Through Its Language

The beauty of a dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch is that it brings the ancient text to life.
Words are not just labels but carry layers of meaning shaped by history and faith.

For instance, the Hebrew word “shalom” often translated simply as “peace,” actually encompasses
ideas of completeness, well-being, and harmony. Similarly, the term “righteousness” (צְדָקָה,
tzedakah) in the Pentateuch carries both ethical and covenantal significance.

By exploring these words in their original cultural and linguistic context, readers can appreciate the
Pentateuch’s profound messages more fully.

Bridging Ancient Texts and Modern Readers

A dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch serves as a bridge between the ancient world and
today’s readers. It helps demystify archaic terms and customs, making the Bible’s first five books
more accessible and meaningful.

Whether you are preparing a sermon, writing a paper, or simply seeking to understand your faith’s
roots, this specialized dictionary opens doors to richer biblical literacy.

As you delve into the Pentateuch with this tool, you’ll find that each entry is like a small window into
an ancient world—revealing stories, laws, and beliefs that continue to resonate thousands of years
later.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch'
about?
The 'Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch' is a comprehensive reference work that provides
detailed articles on the historical, theological, literary, and cultural aspects of the Pentateuch, the
first five books of the Old Testament.

Who are the editors of the 'Dictionary of the Old Testament:
Pentateuch'?
The dictionary is edited by T. Desmond Alexander and David W. Baker, both of whom are respected
scholars in Old Testament studies.

How does the 'Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch'
differ from other biblical dictionaries?
This dictionary focuses specifically on the Pentateuch, offering in-depth analysis and entries related
to its themes, characters, laws, and historical context, providing more specialized content than
general biblical dictionaries.

Is the 'Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch' suitable
for academic research?
Yes, it is highly suitable for academic research as it contains scholarly articles written by experts,
complete with references, and engages with current biblical scholarship on the Pentateuch.

Where can I access or purchase the 'Dictionary of the Old
Testament: Pentateuch'?
The dictionary is available for purchase through major book retailers such as Amazon and Christian
bookstores, and it may also be accessible through academic libraries or online platforms that
provide theological resources.

Additional Resources
Dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch: An In-Depth Examination of Its Role and Relevance

Dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch serves as an indispensable resource for scholars,
theologians, and students seeking to understand the foundational texts of the Hebrew Bible. This
specialized dictionary focuses exclusively on the Pentateuch—the first five books traditionally
attributed to Moses: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. By offering detailed
lexical, historical, and theological insights, it bridges the gap between ancient Hebrew language
studies and contemporary biblical interpretation.



Understanding the Dictionary of the Old Testament
Pentateuch

The Pentateuch has long been the subject of rigorous academic inquiry due to its theological
significance and complex narrative structure. A dictionary dedicated to these texts is not merely a
lexicon of Hebrew words; it is a comprehensive reference that contextualizes terms within their
literary, cultural, and religious frameworks. Unlike general biblical dictionaries, the dictionary of the
Old Testament Pentateuch hones in on terms and themes unique to these five books, providing
clarity on topics ranging from covenantal language to ritualistic practices.

One of the dictionary’s distinguishing features is its integration of linguistic analysis with
archaeological and historical data. This approach enables readers to appreciate the evolution of
certain concepts, such as “covenant” (ברית, berith) or “sacrifice” (זֶבַח, zevach), within the
Pentateuch’s narrative and legal codes. Furthermore, it sheds light on the socio-political milieu in
which these texts emerged, enhancing interpretive accuracy.

Key Features and Structure

Typically, the dictionary is organized alphabetically, allowing users to locate entries efficiently. Each
entry meticulously dissects a Hebrew word or phrase, offering:

Root derivations and morphological variants

Semantic range within the Pentateuch

Comparisons with cognate terms in related Semitic languages

References to significant scriptural passages

Theological implications and scholarly interpretations

In addition to linguistic entries, the dictionary often includes thematic articles that explore major
concepts such as “law,” “blessing and curse,” “priesthood,” and “sacred space.” These essays
provide broader context and synthesize current academic debates, making the resource valuable for
both novice readers and seasoned scholars.

The Importance of Specialized Lexical Resources for
Pentateuch Studies

Biblical scholarship has increasingly recognized that understanding the Pentateuch demands an
interdisciplinary approach. The dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch supports this by
combining philological precision with archaeological findings and theological reflection. This



synthesis is critical because many Hebrew terms in the Pentateuch carry multiple connotations that
can shift based on narrative context or legal genre.

For example, the Hebrew word “torah” (תּוֹרָה), commonly translated as “law,” encompasses a
broader meaning of “instruction” or “teaching.” The dictionary clarifies these nuances by tracing the
term’s usage across the Pentateuch’s diverse literary forms, from genealogies to legal codes, thus
helping interpreters avoid oversimplification.

Moreover, the dictionary addresses the challenges posed by ancient Near Eastern cultural parallels.
Many Pentateuchal terms have cognates or analogues in Ugaritic, Akkadian, or Egyptian texts. By
including such comparative data, the dictionary situates the Pentateuch within its historical context,
offering insights into how Israelite identity and religious practice were shaped through interaction
with neighboring cultures.

Comparison with Other Biblical Dictionaries

While general biblical dictionaries cover the entire Old and New Testaments, they often lack the
depth required for specialized Pentateuchal study. In contrast, the dictionary of the Old Testament
Pentateuch provides:

More detailed lexical entries tailored to Pentateuchal vocabulary

Focused thematic discussions relevant to the Pentateuch’s unique legal and narrative material

Extensive cross-referencing within the Pentateuch, enhancing internal textual analysis

For instance, the widely used “Anchor Bible Dictionary” offers broad coverage but may gloss over
specialized terms that appear predominantly in the Pentateuch. Similarly, “Theological Dictionary of
the Old Testament” (TDOT) is comprehensive but organized thematically rather than alphabetically,
making it less user-friendly for quick reference. The dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch
balances depth and accessibility by providing concise yet thorough entries specifically tailored to
these five books.

Applications and Utility in Academic and Religious
Contexts

The dictionary’s utility extends beyond academic settings to religious education and pastoral
ministry. Seminary students and clergy benefit from its precise definitions and theological analysis,
which enhance sermon preparation and scriptural teaching. Additionally, those engaged in
translation projects use it to verify meanings and nuances that may not be evident in standard
lexicons.



Enhancing Biblical Translation and Interpretation

Accurate translation of the Pentateuch requires a nuanced understanding of original Hebrew terms
and their contextual meanings. The dictionary assists translators in discerning subtle distinctions,
such as between different Hebrew words for “law” or “sacrifice,” which can influence doctrinal
interpretations.

Moreover, the dictionary informs exegetical work by clarifying ambiguous or contested terms. For
example, interpretive debates surrounding the meaning of “ezer kenegdo” (ֹעֵזֶר כְּנֶגְדּו) in
Genesis 2:18—often translated as “helper fit for him”—benefit from lexical and cultural insights
found in specialized dictionaries.

Supporting Archaeological and Historical Research

Entries that incorporate archaeological data illuminate how certain Pentateuchal terms reflect
ancient Israelite practices. For instance, explanations of sacrificial terminology are enriched by
findings from ancient altars and cultic sites, bridging textual study with material culture. This
multidisciplinary approach supports a more holistic understanding of the Pentateuch’s world.

Critical Perspectives and Limitations

Despite its strengths, the dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch is not without limitations. Its
focus on linguistic and historical data may sometimes overshadow theological diversity within faith
traditions. Readers expecting devotional commentary might find the tone predominantly academic
and neutral, which, while appropriate for scholarly inquiry, may not satisfy all audiences.

Additionally, the rapid advancement of biblical scholarship means that no dictionary can be entirely
exhaustive or up-to-date. New archaeological discoveries or shifts in interpretive paradigms may
necessitate periodic revisions. Users should consider consulting multiple resources alongside the
dictionary to gain a comprehensive perspective.

Accessibility and Usability Considerations

The dictionary’s depth and scholarly orientation can pose challenges for lay readers unfamiliar with
Hebrew or ancient Near Eastern studies. However, many editions strive to balance technical detail
with clear explanations, often including transliterations and helpful bibliographies.

Digital versions and online platforms have enhanced accessibility by enabling keyword searches and
hyperlinking related entries. This functionality streamlines research and allows readers to navigate
complex topics more efficiently.



Final Thoughts on the Dictionary of the Old Testament
Pentateuch

The dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch remains a vital tool for deepening understanding of
the Pentateuch’s linguistic and cultural dimensions. By integrating lexical precision with historical
and theological insight, it enriches study and interpretation of some of the most influential texts in
religious history. Whether for academic research, translation, or religious instruction, this
specialized dictionary offers unparalleled support in unraveling the complexities of the Pentateuch.

Dictionary Of The Old Testament Pentateuch

  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Dictionary of the Old Testament:
Pentateuch T. Desmond Alexander, David W. Baker, 2002-12-13 Exploring the major themes and
issues of the Pentateuch, this encyclopedic work offers authoritative overviews, detailed
examinations and new insights from the world of the ancient Near East. Edited by T. Desmond
Alexander and David W. Baker.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Dictionary of the Old Testament T. Desmond
Alexander, David Weston Baker, 2003 Examines the major themes of the first five books of the Old
Testament.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch T
DESMOND ALEXANDER, DAVID W BAKER, 2020-05-21 The Dictionary of the Old Testament:
Pentateuch' is the first in a four-volume series covering the text of the Old Testament. Following in
the tradition of the four award-winning IVP dictionaries focused on the New Testament and its
background, this encyclopedic work is characterized by close attention to the text of the Old
Testament and the ongoing conversation of contemporary scholarship. In exploring the major
themes and issues of the Pentateuch, it informs and challenges its readers with authoritative
overviews, detailed examinations and new insights from the world of the ancient Near East. The
'Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch' is designed to be your first stop in the study and
research of the Pentateuch, on which the rest of the Bible is built.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Dictionary of the Old Testament T. Desmond
Alexander, David Weston Baker, 2003 The Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch is designed
to be your first stop in the study and research of the Pentateuch, on which the rest of the Bible is
built.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Dictionary of the Old Testament: Historical
books BILL T ARNOLD, HUGH G M WILLIAMSON, 2020-05-21 The 'Dictionary of the Old
Testament: Historical Books' is the second volume in IVP's Old Testament dictionary series. This
volume picks up where the 'Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch' left off - with Joshua and
Israel poised to enter the land - and carries us through the postexilic period. Following in the
tradition of the four award-winning IVP dictionaries focused on the New Testament, this
encyclopedic work is characterized by in-depth articles focused on key topics, many of them written
by noted experts. The history of Israel forms the skeletal structure of the Old Testament.
Understanding this history and the biblical books that trace it is essential to comprehending the
Bible. The 'Dictionary of the Old Testament: Historical Books' is the only reference book focused
exclusively on these biblical books and the history of Israel.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the
Old Testament Miles V. Van Pelt, 2016-05-31 The Old Testament is not just a collection of disparate
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stories, each with its own meaning and moral lessons. Rather, it's one cohesive story, tied together
by the good news about Israel's coming Messiah, promised from the beginning. Covering each book
in the Old Testament, this volume invites readers to teach the Bible from a Reformed, covenantal,
and redemptive-historical perspective. Featuring contributions from twelve respected evangelical
scholars, this gospel-centered introduction to the Old Testament will help anyone who teaches or
studies Scripture to better see the initial outworking of God's plan to redeem the world through
Jesus Christ.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Theological Dictionary of the Old
Testament G. Johannes Botterweck, Helmer Ringgren, Heinz-Josef Fabry, 1974 This multivolume
work is still proving to be as fundamental to Old Testament studies as its companion set, the
Kittel-Friedrich Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, has been to New Testament studies.
Beginning with father, and continuing through the alphabet, the TDOT volumes present in-depth
discussions of the key Hebrew and Aramaic words in the Old Testament. Leading scholars of various
religious traditions (including Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, Greek Orthodox, and
Jewish) and from many parts of the world (Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Israel,
Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United States) have been carefully
selected for each article by editors Botterweck, Ringgren, and Fabry and their consultants, George
W. Anderson, Henri Cazelles, David Noel Freedman, Shemaryahu Talmon, and Gerhard Wallis. The
intention of the writers is to concentrate on meaning, starting from the more general, everyday
senses and building to an understanding of theologically significant concepts. To avoid artificially
restricting the focus of the articles, TDOT considers under each keyword the larger groups of words
that are related linguistically or semantically. The lexical work includes detailed surveys of a word s
occurrences, not only in biblical material but also in other ancient Near Eastern writings. Sumerian,
Akkadian, Egyptian, Ethiopic, Ugaritic, and Northwest Semitic sources are surveyed, among others,
as well as the Qumran texts and the Septuagint; and in cultures where no cognate word exists, the
authors often consider cognate ideas. TDOT s emphasis, though, is on Hebrew terminology and on
biblical usage. The contributors employ philology as well as form-critical and traditio-historical
methods, with the aim of understanding the religious statements in the Old Testament. Extensive
bibliographical information adds to the value of this reference work. This English edition attempts to
serve the needs of Old Testament students without the linguistic background of more advanced
scholars; it does so, however, without sacrificing the needs of the latter. Ancient scripts (Hebrew,
Greek, etc.) are regularly transliterated in a readable way, and meanings of foreign words are given
in many cases where the meanings might be obvious to advanced scholars. Where the Hebrew text
versification differs from that of English Bibles, the English verse appears in parentheses. Such
features will help all earnest students of the Bible to avail themselves of the manifold theological
insights contained in this monumental work.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Be Fruitful and Multiply Andrew J. Schmutzer,
2009-09-15 In this study, Andrew J. Schmutzer puts his hand to an in-depth study of the Creation
Mandate, known within Reformed theology as the Cultural Mandate. His analysis focuses on key
texts of God's blessing in Genesis 1-11. In particular, Schmutzer explores the theological
significance of Genesis 1:28 using a biblical-theological approach sensitive to the biblical literature.
Delving into such issues as the nature of divine blessing, humankind's royal stewardship, and the
role of the image of God, this study draws the reader back to the biblical text as the lead carriage for
foundational questions in contemporary faith. The result is theological grist, primed to address the
related issues of ecological crisis, social oppression, gender studies, and eco-theology. How one
understands the Creation Mandate has serious implications. Be Fruitful and Multiply provides a
sharp tool to help address these serious issues.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: The Decalogue in the Sermon on the Mount Dan
Lioy, 2004 In this work, Dan Lioy first investigates the biblical concept of the law. He then conducts
a thoroughgoing analysis of the Decalogue and the Sermon on the Mount. He gives particular
attention to the connection between these two great bodies of biblical literature. The result is a



comprehensive study that argues for the enduring relevance of the moral law. This volume is
appropriate for personal study and is also suitable as a college and seminary text.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Two Testaments, One Story Michael
Eberhardt-Sturm, 2022-12-23 Traditionally, the fault lines in biblical theology run between the
understanding of whether the field is a purely descriptive endeavor, produces a normative theology,
or tries to achieve both. However, is this the only grid we should use to approach biblical theology?
Should practicing it not rather foremost result in a transformative experience that encompasses and
integrates both Testaments? Two Testaments, One Story explores the foundation for a
transformative panbiblical theology that empowers believers to live a consistent and compelling life
as Christ-followers and global Christians in a pluralistic world. Join the author in this journey, from
the preparation work at the drawing board through the extensive study of scripture to constructing
the biblical story world’s literary and theological framework. Central to this quest are the concepts
of cultural memory and remembrance culture and identifying the Bible’s critical root stories. Their
workup establishes the road to unlocking scripture’s story world. Discover the path to a
transformative panbiblical theology in Two Testaments, One Story.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: The Bible, Cultural Identity, and Missions
Dziedzorm Reuben Asafo, Daniel Kwame Bediako, Daniel Berchie, 2016-04-26 This collection brings
together a number of very carefully authored articles that outline practical approaches to three of
theology’s most intriguing subjects, namely The Bible, Cultural Identity, and Mission. Each of these
subjects is indispensable to both the astute Christian theologian and Christian since they form the
very core of what Christians believe. Each contributor explores a unique theme, and carefully,
through academic exactness and contextual experience, communicates this without forgetting to
employ very basic and familiar cultural analogies to drive home the missionary imperative of the
Christian faith.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Delighting in the Old Testament Jason
DeRouchie, 2025-02-13 Understanding the Old Testament's Purpose in the Christian's Life Today
The Old Testament makes up the majority of the Christian Bible, yet incorrect teaching of its texts
abounds in the church. Without effectively studying these stories, covenants, and kingdoms within
their close, continuing, and complete biblical contexts, believers miss the beauty of the Old
Testament, including how it points to Jesus, and why it still matters today. Jason DeRouchie helps
Christians delight in the books of the Old Testament and read them the way God intended—as
relevant parts of Christian Scripture. This accessible guide stresses the need to keep Christ at the
center and to account for the progress of salvation history when applying the Old Testament today.
It helps Christians interpret the Old Testament, see how it testifies to Jesus, believe that Jesus
secured every divine promise, and understand how Jesus makes Moses's law still matter. By more
strongly comprehending Old Testament teachings and how they relate to the New, Christians will
better enjoy the Old Testament itself and increasingly understand all that Jesus came to fulfill.
In-Depth Study: Shows the lasting relevance of Old Testament laws, history, prophecy, and wisdom,
and gives insight into the authors and audience of Old Testament books A Great Resource for
Pastors, Students, and Small Groups: Prepares Christian leaders to faithfully teach the Old
Testament and equips all Christians to embrace that the Old Testament is Christian Scripture
Accessible: Includes numerous case studies, Review and Reflection points for every chapter, and a
glossary of key terms
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: 1-2 Timothy, Titus, Hebrews Linda Belleville,
Jon Laansma, J. Ramsey Michaels, 2018-02-06 Providing students, pastors, and lay people with
up-to-date, evangelical scholarship on the Old and New Testaments. Designed to equip pastors and
Christian leaders with exegetical and theological knowledge to better understand and apply God's
Word by presenting the message of each passage as well as an overview of other issues surrounding
the text. Includes the entire NLT text of 1-2 Timothy, Titus, and Hebrews. Linda L. Belleville PhD.,
St. Michael's College, University of Toronto, is Professor of Greek and New Testament at Bethel
College in Mishawaka Indiana. She has published commentaries on 1 and 2 Corinthians and various



articles and essays on 1 Timothy. She has been a member of the translation team for the New Living
Translation since its inception. Jon Laansma Ph.D., University of Aberdeen, is Associate Professor of
Ancient Languages and New Testament at Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois. He is the author of
several articles and of “I Will Give You Rest”: The “Rest” Motif in the New Testament with Special
Reference to Matthew 11 and Hebrews 3-4. He contributed the introductions and notes for 1–2
Timothy and Titus for the NLT Study Bible. J. Ramsey Michaels Th.D., University, is Professor of
Religious Studies Emeritus at Missouri State University in Springfield, Missouri. He has published
commentaries on the Gospel of John, 1 Peter, and the book of Revelation. He has been a member of
the translation teams for the New International Version and the New Living Translation and has
been a consultant for the American Bible Society.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: The Search for Ultimate Reality Dan Lioy,
2005 In analyzing the intertextuality between the Genesis and Johannine Prologues, Dr. Lioy
maintains that both passages utilize polemical theology to refute distorted views of ultimate reality.
Furthermore, he theorizes that the author of the Johannine Prologue deliberately reflected the
structure and themes found in the Genesis Prologue to emphasize that the God-man, Jesus Christ,
created all things and is a new (spiritual) beginning for all who believe in Him. Ultimate reality is
found through faith in the Son.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Axis of Glory Dan Lioy, 2010 In Axis of Glory,
Dan Lioy conducts a biblical and theological analysis of the temple motif as a conceptual and
linguistic framework for understanding Scripture. His investigation takes a fresh look at the topic,
assesses a representative group of the Judeo-Christian writings through the various prisms of
secondary literature, and offers a synthesis of what appears in the biblical data. The author notes
that references and allusions connected with the temple motif crisscross the entire literary
landscape of Scripture. An additional finding is that the presence of the shrine concept is
comparable to a series of rhetorical threads that join the fabric of God's Word and weaves together
its seemingly eclectic and esoteric narratives into a richly textured, multicolored tapestry. The
author concludes that the Bible's theocentric and Christocentric emphases are heightened in their
intensity and sharpened in their focus due to the temple motif making its way through the pages of
the sacred text, beginning with the opening chapter of Genesis and ending with the final chapter of
Revelation.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Grasping God's Word, Fourth Edition J. Scott
Duvall, J. Daniel Hays, 2020-10-13 A Proven Approach to Help You Interpret and Understand the
Bible Grasping God's Word has proven itself in classrooms across the country as an invaluable help
to students who want to learn how to read, interpret, and apply the Bible for themselves. This book
will equip you with a five-step Interpretive Journey that will help you make sense of any passage in
the Bible. It will also guide you through all the different genres found in the Bible to help you learn
the specifics of how to best approach each one. Filling the gap between approaches that are too
simple and others that are too technical, this book starts by equipping readers with general
principles of interpretation, then moves on to apply those principles to specific genres and contexts.
Features include: Proven in classrooms across the country Hands-on exercises to guide students
through the interpretation process Emphasis on real-life application Supplemented by a website for
professors providing extensive teaching materials Accompanying workbook, video lectures,
laminated study guide (sold separately) This fourth edition includes revised chapters on word studies
and Bible translations, updated illustrations, cultural references, bibliography, and assignments.
This book is the ideal resource for anyone looking for a step-by-step guide that will teach them how
to accurately and faithfully interpret the Bible.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Old Testament Ethics for the People of God
Christopher J. H. Wright, 2013-01-30 Nothing confuses Christian ethics quite like the Old Testament.
Christopher Wright examines a theological, social, and economic framework for Old Testament
ethics, exploring themes in relation to contemporary issues: economics, the land and the poor,
politics and a world of nations, law and justice, society and culture, and the way of the individual.



  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: The Old Testament in the Life of God's
People Jon Isaak, 2009-06-30 This book celebrates the contributions to Old Testament theology of
Elmer A. Martens, President and Professor of Old Testament at Mennonite Brethren Biblical
Seminary, Fresno, California (both positions now Emeritus). It includes 3 essays written by Martens
himself, as well as 15 others written by his former students, colleagues, friends, and even one of his
professors! The essays are clustered around three topics—Christians’ use of the Old Testament,
aligning God’s people with God’s call for justice, and addressing the issue of land in the life of God’s
people—each of which reflects an area of special interest to Martens. A biographical sketch, a list of
the honoree’s varied publications, and indexes are included. Martens has had a productive career as
teacher, author, and preacher—a career spanning almost six decades and five continents. After 40
years of seminary teaching, Elmer is known to many as professor. He taught his signature class, Old
Testament theology, from 1968 to 2004 at Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary, shaping an entire
generation of preachers and Bible teachers. His Old Testament theology textbook, God’s Design,
now in its third edition, continues to be used at the seminary as well as in translation in numerous
other schools around the world.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Handbook for Personal Bible Study Second
Edition William W. Klein, 2021-08 A proven resource to make you a better student of the Bible. The
Bible is the most important book ever written. And yet we are separated from its authorship by
millennia. To engage the Bible fully as a life-changing practice, we need to find our way into it and
through it. Bible scholar Bill Klein offers a foundational introduction to what the Bible is, how it
came to be, and how it holds together. But he doesn't stop there: He equips you to engage the Bible
with enlivening and enlightening best practices--for reading the Bible, studying it, memorizing it,
and letting God work in you through it. This resource will help you discover all the wonderful
mysteries of the world of God's Word. Revised and updated for today's readers, this second edition is
a must-have resource for anyone seeking a greater understanding of God's Word.
  dictionary of the old testament pentateuch: Missiological Research Marvin Gilbert, Alan R.
Johnson, Paul W. Lewis, 2018-01-15 Interdisciplinary Foundations, Methods, and Integration This
comprehensive volume is one you will pull off your shelf again and again as you delve into
missiological study. The editors could not have made a more thorough or straight-forward volume
that will serve researchers across disciplines. Each chapter succinctly defines the method,
summarizes its process, suggests resources for more advanced interaction, and provides an
exemplar journal article with abstract. Features to look forward to include: 13 significant issues in
missiological research 8 theological frameworks defined 10 quantitive methods defined with
examples 12 quantitive methods defined with examples 25 appendices of invaluable tools from
quotable-citable information to open access journals, interview techniques and so much more Enjoy
the benefits of 14 veteran practitioner-scholars who provide clear and concise guidance to empirical
research methodology, biblical-theological inquiry, and the integration of the two interdisciplinary
approaches.
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