
chinua achebe girls at war
Chinua Achebe Girls at War: Exploring the Themes and Significance of a
Powerful Short Story

chinua achebe girls at war is a compelling short story by the renowned
Nigerian author Chinua Achebe that delves into the complexities of war,
cultural identity, and human relationships during the Nigerian Civil War.
This narrative, like many of Achebe's works, offers a vivid portrayal of the
social and political realities faced by individuals amidst conflict. Through
rich characterization and poignant storytelling, Achebe invites readers to
reflect on the impact of war beyond the battlefield, focusing on the subtle
yet profound effects on everyday life.

Understanding Chinua Achebe Girls at War

Chinua Achebe’s "Girls at War" is one of his most insightful short stories,
first published in 1972 as part of his collection titled *Girls at War and
Other Stories*. The story takes place during the Nigerian Civil War
(1967-1970), a devastating conflict that pitted the Nigerian government
against the secessionist state of Biafra. Achebe, who lived through the war,
uses his storytelling prowess to capture the emotional and psychological
turbulence experienced by ordinary citizens.

The Plot Overview

The narrative centers on a brief encounter between a soldier named John and a
young woman named Gladys. Through their interaction, Achebe explores themes
of power dynamics, gender roles, and the moral ambiguities that arise during
wartime. Gladys, a civilian woman, navigates the challenges of everyday
survival amid the chaos, while John represents the military presence and
authority.

Their conversation, charged with tension and underlying distrust, reveals the
broader societal fractures caused by the war. The story’s setting—a war-torn
city—serves as a backdrop that underscores the fragility of human connections
during times of conflict.

Key Themes in Chinua Achebe Girls at War

Chinua Achebe girls at war is more than just a tale of wartime interaction;
it’s a nuanced exploration of several profound themes that resonate
universally.



The Impact of War on Civilians

One of the story’s most striking elements is its portrayal of how war affects
civilians, especially women. Gladys embodies the resilience and vulnerability
of those caught in the crossfire. Achebe draws attention to the everyday
struggles—scarcity, fear, and uncertainty—that civilians endure, often
overlooked in grand historical narratives.

Gender and Power

Achebe subtly examines gender roles within the context of war. The power
imbalance between John, the soldier, and Gladys, the civilian woman, reflects
broader societal structures. Gladys’s interactions suggest both resistance
and resignation, highlighting how women navigate a male-dominated environment
exacerbated by conflict.

Cultural Identity and Loyalty

Amidst the war’s chaos, questions of identity and loyalty surface. The story
touches upon ethnic tensions and the complexities of national allegiance,
themes deeply rooted in the Nigerian Civil War’s history. Achebe, known for
his advocacy of Igbo culture, uses this story to comment on the fragmentation
of Nigerian society during the war.

The Literary Style and Symbolism

Achebe’s writing style in "Girls at War" is marked by simplicity and clarity,
yet it carries deep symbolic weight. His use of dialogue drives the story,
making the characters’ voices the primary vehicle for meaning.

Dialogue and Characterization

The conversational tone between John and Gladys reveals their personalities
and underlying conflicts without overt exposition. This technique allows
readers to infer the psychological burden each carries, making the characters
relatable and human.

Symbolism of War

Beyond the physical destruction, war in Achebe’s story symbolizes a breakdown



of trust, community, and moral order. The war-torn setting mirrors the
fractured relationships and societal upheaval faced by the characters.

Why Chinua Achebe Girls at War Remains Relevant
Today

Despite being rooted in a specific historical context, the themes in Chinua
Achebe girls at war continue to resonate with contemporary readers worldwide.

Universal Lessons on Conflict

The story’s exploration of the human cost of war transcends geographical and
temporal boundaries. It serves as a reminder of the importance of empathy and
understanding in times of conflict.

Reflection on Gender Dynamics

Gladys’s experience highlights issues of gender and power that remain
relevant in modern discussions about women’s roles in conflict zones and
society at large.

Educational Value

"Girls at War" is frequently included in literature curricula because it
offers a concise yet powerful look at the intersection of politics, culture,
and human experience. Students and readers gain insight into African history
and Achebe’s literary genius.

Tips for Analyzing Chinua Achebe Girls at War

If you’re studying this story or simply wish to deepen your understanding,
consider the following approaches:

Contextualize the Nigerian Civil War: Research the historical background
to appreciate the story’s setting and stakes.

Focus on Character Interaction: Pay close attention to the dialogue and
what it reveals about social hierarchies and personal struggles.



Explore Themes: Identify how Achebe weaves themes like war’s impact,
gender, and identity throughout the narrative.

Look for Symbolism: Notice how the physical environment and character
behavior symbolize larger societal issues.

Consider Achebe’s Style: Reflect on how his straightforward prose
enhances the story’s emotional depth.

Further Reading and Related Works

For readers captivated by Chinua Achebe girls at war, there are several other
works that provide complementary perspectives:

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe – Offers a broader look at Igbo
society before colonialism and the forces that shape it.

No Longer at Ease by Chinua Achebe – Explores post-colonial challenges
faced by Nigerians.

The Biafra War and Its Aftermath by John de St. Jorre – A historical
account that deepens understanding of the conflict’s origins and
consequences.

Other African War Literature – Works by authors like Wole Soyinka and
Ngũgĩ wa Thiong'o also tackle themes of conflict and cultural identity.

Engaging with these texts can enrich your appreciation of Achebe’s narrative
techniques and thematic concerns.

Chinua Achebe girls at war remains a poignant reminder of the personal
stories behind historical conflicts. Through the lens of a brief but intense
encounter, Achebe sheds light on the enduring human spirit amid adversity,
making this story a vital piece of African literature and global war
narratives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Chinua Achebe's 'Girls



at War'?
The central theme of 'Girls at War' is the impact of the Nigerian Civil War
on ordinary people, exploring issues of conflict, loyalty, and the
complexities of human nature during times of crisis.

How does Chinua Achebe portray women in 'Girls at
War'?
Achebe portrays women in 'Girls at War' as resilient and resourceful
individuals who navigate the challenges of war, highlighting their strength
and the roles they play in both the domestic and social spheres during
conflict.

What is the significance of the title 'Girls at
War'?
The title 'Girls at War' signifies the involvement and experiences of young
women during wartime, emphasizing how war affects not only soldiers but also
civilians, particularly women who face unique struggles.

How does Achebe use narrative style in 'Girls at
War' to convey the story?
Achebe employs a straightforward and poignant narrative style, using dialogue
and vivid descriptions to bring the characters and their experiences to life,
thereby making the horrors and emotional complexities of war more relatable.

What role does the setting play in 'Girls at War'?
The setting during the Nigerian Civil War provides a backdrop that
intensifies the story's themes of conflict, survival, and societal change,
grounding the characters' experiences in a real historical context.

How does 'Girls at War' reflect Chinua Achebe's
views on war?
Through 'Girls at War,' Achebe critiques the devastation and moral ambiguity
of war, illustrating its destructive effects on individuals and communities
while questioning notions of heroism and patriotism.

Are there any autobiographical elements in 'Girls at
War'?
While 'Girls at War' is a work of fiction, Achebe draws upon his own
experiences and observations of the Nigerian Civil War to create authentic
characters and situations, lending the story emotional depth and realism.



What literary devices does Achebe use in 'Girls at
War'?
Achebe uses symbolism, irony, and vivid imagery in 'Girls at War' to enhance
the emotional impact of the narrative and to underscore themes such as loss,
resilience, and the futility of conflict.

How has 'Girls at War' contributed to African
literature?
'Girls at War' has contributed to African literature by providing a powerful
and nuanced portrayal of the Nigerian Civil War, enriching the discourse on
postcolonial identity, and showcasing Achebe's skill in blending personal and
political narratives.

Additional Resources
**Exploring Conflict and Humanity: A Professional Review of Chinua Achebe's
"Girls at War"**

chinua achebe girls at war is a powerful narrative that delves into the
complexities of human relationships amid the brutal backdrop of civil war. As
one of Nigeria’s most prominent literary figures, Chinua Achebe’s short story
"Girls at War" offers a profound examination of the Biafran War’s social and
psychological impact. This story, often studied in academic circles and
literary forums, exemplifies Achebe’s mastery in portraying the nuanced
realities of conflict, particularly through the lens of ordinary citizens
caught in extraordinary circumstances.

The story’s thematic richness and Achebe’s narrative technique make it a
cornerstone for understanding not only Nigerian literature but also the
broader discourse on war’s effect on society. This article provides an
analytical exploration of "Girls at War," highlighting its narrative
structure, character development, and thematic concerns, while integrating
relevant keywords such as Nigerian civil war literature, Achebe’s war
stories, and postcolonial African fiction.

Contextualizing "Girls at War" within Achebe’s
Oeuvre and Nigerian Civil War Literature

Chinua Achebe’s "Girls at War" is set against the backdrop of the Nigerian
Civil War (1967-1970), a conflict that tore the country apart and led to
widespread suffering and displacement. Known for his seminal work "Things
Fall Apart," Achebe’s later writings, including "Girls at War," shift focus
to contemporary Nigerian society grappling with the consequences of colonial
legacies and internal strife.



This short story stands out in Nigerian civil war literature for its intimate
portrayal of how war infiltrates everyday life. Unlike some war narratives
that emphasize battlefield heroics or political strategy, Achebe’s approach
is more grounded. He focuses on personal interactions, moral dilemmas, and
the erosion of trust in a fractured society. This perspective contributes to
a deeper understanding of the war’s human cost, an aspect often overshadowed
by geopolitical analyses.

Plot and Narrative Structure

"Girls at War" is narrated through a first-person perspective, which lends
immediacy and intimacy to the storytelling. The narrator, a civil servant
stationed in Lagos during the war, recounts his interactions with a young
soldier named Nnaemeka and his girlfriend Gladys, who works as a house help.
The story’s tension builds around a raid conducted by soldiers, revealing
underlying themes of power, violence, and vulnerability.

Achebe employs a linear narrative interspersed with reflective passages,
allowing readers to grasp both the unfolding events and their broader
implications. The story’s climax, marked by the raid and subsequent
confrontation, serves as a microcosm of the war’s unpredictability and moral
ambiguity. The straightforward structure aids in highlighting the stark
contrast between normalcy and chaos experienced by civilians.

Characterization and Symbolism

The characters in "Girls at War" are crafted with complexity, embodying the
contradictions inherent in wartime existence. Nnaemeka, the soldier,
represents the conflicted youth—torn between duty and personal desires. His
relationship with Gladys, a symbol of innocence and subjugation, underscores
the gendered dimensions of war.

Gladys’s portrayal as a "girl at war" extends beyond literal combatants to
include women who endure the indirect ravages of conflict. Achebe subtly
critiques the societal structures that place women in vulnerable positions,
making them both victims and silent witnesses to violence. The dynamic
between the narrator, Nnaemeka, and Gladys encapsulates broader societal
tensions—class disparities, ethnic distrust, and the erosion of moral codes.

Symbolic elements, such as the raid itself, function as metaphors for the
intrusive and destructive nature of war. The soldiers’ behavior during the
raid exposes the breakdown of discipline and humanity, reflecting the larger
collapse of societal order. Achebe’s use of symbolism enriches the narrative,
inviting readers to interpret the story on multiple levels.



Thematic Exploration in "Girls at War"

Chinua Achebe's "Girls at War" tackles several interwoven themes that are
critical to understanding the story’s depth and relevance.

The Impact of War on Civilian Life

One of the most prominent themes is the pervasive impact of war on civilians.
Through vivid descriptions and character interactions, Achebe highlights how
the conflict disrupts daily life, instills fear, and fractures community
bonds. The story reveals that war’s violence extends beyond the battlefield,
infiltrating homes and relationships, thereby challenging the notion of war
as a distant or detached event.

Power, Authority, and Corruption

Achebe critically examines the dynamics of power and authority within the
context of war. The soldiers’ raid exemplifies how military authority can
devolve into abuse and exploitation, particularly in environments lacking
accountability. This theme resonates with broader postcolonial critiques of
governance and the misuse of power in newly independent African states.

Gender and Vulnerability

"Girls at War" foregrounds the gendered experience of conflict, with female
characters like Gladys symbolizing the vulnerability and resilience of women
during wartime. Achebe’s narrative sheds light on issues such as sexual
violence, exploitation, and the social invisibility of women’s suffering,
adding a critical dimension to war literature that often marginalizes female
perspectives.

Ethnic Tensions and National Identity

The story subtly engages with ethnic tensions and questions of national
identity that fueled the Nigerian Civil War. Through character interactions
and underlying prejudices, Achebe portrays the fragmentation of a nation
struggling to reconcile diverse ethnicities and histories. This theme
underscores the challenges of postcolonial nation-building and the tragic
consequences of division.



Literary Techniques and Stylistic Features

Achebe’s craftsmanship in "Girls at War" is evident through his use of
language, imagery, and narrative tone. The prose is straightforward yet
evocative, employing dialogue and descriptive passages to create a vivid
sense of place and atmosphere.

The use of irony and understatement is notable, particularly in how the
narrator often conveys grim realities with a detached or measured tone. This
stylistic choice enhances the story’s impact by contrasting the horror of
events with the narrator’s controlled narration, reflecting the
desensitization wrought by prolonged conflict.

Furthermore, Achebe integrates indigenous Nigerian idioms and cultural
references, grounding the story in its specific socio-cultural context. This
use of local color enriches the narrative, providing authenticity and depth
that resonate with readers familiar with the region’s history.

Comparative Perspectives in War Literature

When compared to other African war narratives, such as those by Wole Soyinka
or Buchi Emecheta, Achebe’s "Girls at War" stands out for its focus on
interpersonal dynamics rather than grand political statements. This
microcosmic approach allows for a nuanced portrayal of war’s multifaceted
impact.

Internationally, the story shares thematic affinities with global war
literature that interrogates the civilian experience, such as Tim O’Brien’s
"The Things They Carried" or Erich Maria Remarque’s "All Quiet on the Western
Front." However, Achebe’s work remains distinctive in its postcolonial lens
and grounded depiction of African socio-political realities.

Relevance and Legacy of "Girls at War"

More than five decades after the Nigerian Civil War, "Girls at War" continues
to resonate with readers and scholars. Its exploration of war’s complexities,
humanizing characters, and ethical questions contribute to ongoing
discussions about conflict, memory, and reconciliation.

The story is frequently included in academic curricula focused on African
literature, postcolonial studies, and conflict resolution. Its enduring
relevance is also evident in contemporary analyses of civil conflicts
worldwide, where Achebe’s insights into the corrosive effects of war on
society remain instructive.

Chinua Achebe’s ability to distill profound truths into a short narrative



form exemplifies his literary genius. "Girls at War" stands as a testament to
the power of storytelling to illuminate the human condition during times of
crisis, making it a vital work for both literary appreciation and socio-
political reflection.

Chinua Achebe Girls At War

  chinua achebe girls at war: Girls at War and Other Stories Chinua Achebe, 1972 Girls at
War and Other Stories reveals the essence of life in Nigeria and traces twenty years in the literary
career of one of this century's most acclaimed writers. In this collection of stories, Chinua Achebe
takes us inside the heart and soul of a people whose pride and ideals must compete with the simple
struggle to survive. Hailed by critics everywhere, Chinua Achebe's fiction re-creates with energy and
authenticity the major issues of daily life in Africa.
  chinua achebe girls at war: Girls at War and Other Stories Chinua Achebe, 1971
  chinua achebe girls at war: Global Cultures Elisabeth Young-Bruehl, 1994-12-09 An anthology
of 62 stories from around the non-Euro-American world providing new definitions of cultural
diversity and commonality and an invaluable tool for teachers responding to the growing need for
multicultural literature. Over the past two decades, sweeping political changes and burgeoning new
technologies have resulted in communities being increasingly defined in global as well as regional
and national terms. Although the intellectual terra nova of world cultures remains largely uncharted,
this anthology of sixty-two stories from around the non-Euro-American world provides what
Elisabeth Young-Bruehl calls an introductory map to the great wealth of literary works now being
produced in, at once, the particular settings of the writers' experiences and the global setting.
Young-Bruehl finds that while the cultural diversity the stories exemplify is amazing, so too is the
similarity in thematic terms of the concerns that this diversity presents. Thus she organized Global
Cultures thematically to highlight and clarify how these worldwide cultures both converge and
diverge. A comprehensive general introduction outlines forces behind the transnational approach to
literary study and chapter introductions contextualize each story. Stories from India, Cuba, South
Africa, and Uruguay are connected by the theme of exile and immigration; tales from Nigeria,
Guatemala, Cameroon, and Egypt share a theme of political violence and civil uprisings; works from
Taiwan, Chile, Jamaica, and Syria describe commonalities of women facing effects of modernization,
prejudice, war, and immigration. Global Cultures contributes to the fast-growing body of
contemporary short fictions newly available in English and is an invaluable resource to meet the
need for multicultural literature.
  chinua achebe girls at war: Emerging Perspectives on Chinua Achebe Ernest Emenyo̲nu, 2004
This compendium of 37 essays provides global perspectives of Achebe as an artist with a proper
sense of history and an imaginative writer with an inviolable sense of cultural mission and political
commitment.
  chinua achebe girls at war: The African Palimpsest Chantal J. Zabus, 2007 Uniting a sense
of the political dimensions of language appropriation with a serious, yet accessible linguistic
terminology, The African Palimpsest examines the strategies of `indigenization? whereby West
African writers have made their literary English or French distinctively `African'. Through the apt
metaphor of the palimpsest ? a surface that has been written on, written over, partially erased and
written over again ? the book examines such well-known West African writers as Achebe, Armah,
Ekwensi, Kourouma, Okara, Saro?Wiwa, Soyinka and Tutuola as well as lesser-known writers from
francophone and anglophone Africa. Providing a great variety of case-studies in Nigerian Pidgin,
Akan, Igbo, Maninka, Yoruba, Wolof and other African languages, the book also clarifies the vital
interface between Europhone African writing and the new outlets for African artistic expression in
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(auto-)translation, broadcast television, radio and film.Hailed as a classic in the 1990s, The African
Palimpsest is here reprinted in a completely revised edition, with a new Introduction, updated data
and bibliography, and with due consideration of more recent theoretical approaches.'A very valuable
book ? a detailed exploration in its concern with language change as demonstrated in post-colonial
African literatures? Bill Ashcroft, University of New South Wales ?Apart from its great documentary
value, The African Palimpsest provides many theoretical concepts that will be useful to scholars of
African literatures, linguists in general ? as well as comparatists who want to gain fresh insights into
the processes by which Vulgar Latin once gave birth to the Romance languages.' Ahmed Sheikh
Bangura, University of California, Santa Barbara ?As Zabus? book suggests, it is the area where the
various languages of a community meet and cross-over ? that is likely to provide the most productive
site for the generation of a new literature that is true to the real linguistic situation that pertains in
so much of contemporary urban Africa.' Stewart Brown, University of Birmingham
  chinua achebe girls at war: Modernity and Tradition in Chinua Achebe’s “Girls at War”
and Ngugi Wa Thiong’o’s “A Meeting in the Dark” Ana María Leiva Aguilera, 2015-10-23
Literature Review from the year 2015 in the subject Literature - Africa, grade: A, University of Jaén,
language: English, abstract: The aim of this essay is to analyse two short African stories, each of
them belonging to different areas. I will be focusing my attention on Chinua Achebe from Nigeria
(West Africa), author of the short story “Girls at War”, and Ngugi Wa Thiong’o’s “A Meeting in the
Dark”, from Kenya (East Africa). Nonetheless, both short stories share an important contrast
between modernity (as a result of European influence on the part of colonizers) and tradition (the
combination of cultural and social features characterizing African people’s identity). Language acts
as another element which divides tradition (aboriginal languages) and modernity (language of the
colonizer): Ngugui wa Thiong’o supported the unique use of African languages in literature but it
was after he wrote this story, which he wrote in English. He said that the language of the colonizer
was a symbol of his identity, a way of accepting European culture. On the contrary, Achebe decided
to write in English because he wanted to address to the whole nation by means of a central
language. He even considered that the use of English opened up more opportunities for his message
to be read throughout Europe. This Western cultural background and clash between European and
original African identities results in the concept of cultural syncretism, which will be a key concept
for this analysis. These short stories are written literary proof of how African people found
themselves in a constant fight to keep their original believes and traditions, trying to achieve
success through European literacy but never being accepted as fully Westernized, nor as fully
Africans anymore.
  chinua achebe girls at war: Stories of women Elleke Boehmer, 2013-07-19 This electronic
version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access license. Elleke
Boehmer's work on the crucial intersections between independence, nationalism and gender has
already proved canonical in the field. 'Stories of women' combines her keynote essays on the mother
figure and the postcolonial nation, with incisive new work on male autobiography, 'daughter'
writers, the colonial body, the trauma of the post-colony, and the nation in a transnational context.
Focusing on Africa as well as South Asia, and sexuality as well as gender, Boehmer offers fine close
readings of writers ranging from Achebe, Okri and Mandela to Arundhati Roy and Yvonne Vera,
shaping these into a critical engagement with theorists of the nation like Fredric Jameson and
Partha Chatterjee. This edition will be of interest to readers and researchers of postcolonial,
international and women's writing; of nation theory, colonial history and historiography; of Indian,
African, migrant and diasporic literatures, and is likely to prove a landmark study in the field.
  chinua achebe girls at war: Chinua Achebe Toyin Falola, 2024-10-17 An imaginative,
narratological reading of Chinua Achebe's novels, stories, poetry, and essays through a literary and
historical framework. Toyin Falola analyzes fictional and historical cartographies of Africa in
Achebe's literary works to offer a critical representation of Africa's present and future. In particular,
he focuses on the historical valuation of a full range of the writer's works – novels including Things
Fall Apart, but also short stories, poems, and essays – as important materials that have contributed



to the political events in Nigeria and, by extension, Africa. The raw creativity found in Achebe's
stories and his ability to tell the Nigerian story – precolonial, colonial, and postcolonial – have
endeared him to many, including readers and those critical of him and his works. Chinua Achebe:
Narrating Africa in Fictions and History analyzes all of the writer's works, dwelling on the Nigerian
political context upon which many, if not all, of his narratives lie. As a result, it examines
methodologies of narration and ideologies that allow his works to resonate with the imagination of
Africa.
  chinua achebe girls at war: Chinua Achebe and the Politics of Narration Thomas Jay Lynn,
2017-07-18 This book examines vital intersections of narration, linguistic innovation, and political
insight that distinguish Chinua Achebe’s fiction as well as his non-fiction commentaries. Each
chapter focuses on a different aspect of these intersections: Achebe’s narrative response to Western
authors who have written on Africa, his integration of Igbo folklore, the political implications of
writing African literature in English, his use of Nigerian Pidgin, and the Nigerian Civil War. It also
addresses the teaching of Achebe’s works. Achebe drew on diverse resources to offer searching
psychological and political insights that contribute not only a decidedly African political viewpoint to
the modern novel, but also a more inclusive narrative consciousness. Achebe’s adaptations of Igbo
oral art are intrinsic to his writing’s political engagement because they assert the integrity and
authority of the African voice in a global order defined by colonialism. This book reveals how his
work has helped to restructure a global vision of Africa.
  chinua achebe girls at war: Concert of Voices - Second Edition Victor J. Ramraj, 2009-08-17
Concert of Voices combines poetry, fiction, drama, and essays in an anthology of world literature in
English. This second edition preserves the first edition’s breadth and its balance of established and
less widely known authors, while including a large selection of exciting new material. Biographical
information and explanatory notes have been updated and expanded, and new pieces by Cyril
Dabydeen, Vikram Seth, Wole Soyinka, Pauline Johnson, Rudy Wiebe, and many other authors have
been added.
  chinua achebe girls at war: The Fiction of Chinua Achebe Jago Morrison, 2009-07-23 Since
the emergence of Things Fall Apart in 1958, Chinua Achebe has come to be regarded by many as the
'Godfather' of modern African writing. Over 150 full length studies of his work have been published,
together with many hundreds of scholarly articles. This Reader's Guide enables students to navigate
the rich and bewildering field of Achebe criticism, setting out the key areas of critical debate, the
most influential alternative approaches to his work and the controversies that have so often
surrounded it. The Guide examines Achebe's key novels - with the main focus on Things Fall Apart -
and also discusses his less well-known short fiction. Including discussion of important Nigerian
scholarship that is often inaccessible, this is an invaluable introduction to the work of one of Africa's
most important and popular writers.
  chinua achebe girls at war: A Reader's Companion to the Short Story in English Erin Fallon,
R.C. Feddersen, James Kurtzleben, Maurice A. Lee, Susan Rochette-Crawley, 2013-10-31 Although
the short story has existed in various forms for centuries, it has particularly flourished during the
last hundred years. Reader's Companion to the Short Story in English includes
alphabetically-arranged entries for 50 English-language short story writers from around the world.
Most of these writers have been active since 1960, and they reflect a wide range of experiences and
perspectives in their works. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and includes biography, a
review of existing criticism, a lengthier analysis of specific works, and a selected bibliography of
primary and secondary sources. The volume begins with a detailed introduction to the short story
genre and concludes with an annotated bibliography of major works on short story theory.
  chinua achebe girls at war: Telling Stories , 2021-11-15 The present volume is a highly
comprehensive assessment of the postcolonial short story since the thirty-six contributions cover
most geographical areas concerned. Another important feature is that it deals not only with
exclusive practitioners of the genre (Mansfield, Munro), but also with well-known novelists (Achebe,
Armah, Atwood, Carey, Rushdie), so that stimulating comparisons are suggested between shorter



and longer works by the same authors. In addition, the volume is of interest for the study of aspects
of orality (dialect, dance rhythms, circularity and trickster figure for instance) and of the more or
less conflictual relationships between the individual (character or implied author) and the
community. Furthermore, the marginalized status of women emerges as another major theme, both
as regards the past for white women settlers, or the present for urbanized characters, primarily in
Africa and India. The reader will also have the rare pleasure of discovering Janice Kulik Keefer's
“Fox,” her version of what she calls in her commentary “displaced autobiography’” or “creative
non-fiction.” Lastly, an extensive bibliography on the postcolonial short story opens up further
possibilities for research.
  chinua achebe girls at war: Women and the Nigeria-Biafra War Sussie U. Aham-Okoro,
Gloria Chuku, 2020-10-07 This first comprehensive study of the Nigeria-Biafra War (1967-1970)
through the lens of gender explores the valiant and gallant ways women carried out old and new
responsibilities in wartime and immediate postwar Nigeria. The book presents women as
embodiments of vulnerability and agency, who demonstrated remarkable resilience and initiative,
waging war on all fronts in the face of precarious conditions and scarcities, and maximizing
opportunities occasioned by the hostilities. Women’s experiences are highlighted through critical
analyses of oral interviews, memoirs, life histories, fashion and material culture, international legal
conventions, music, as well as governmental and non-governmental sources. The book fills the gap in
the war scholarship that has minimized women’s complex experiences fifty years after the hostilities
ended. It highlights the cost of the conflict on Nigerian women, their participation in the hostilities,
and their contributions to the survival of families, communities and the country. The chapters
present counter-narratives to fictional and nonfictional accounts of the war, especially those written
by men, which often peripheralize or stereotypically represent women as passive spectators or
helpless victims of the conflict; and also highlight and exaggerate women’s moral laxity and
sensationalize their marital infidelities.
  chinua achebe girls at war: Arms and the Woman Helen M. Cooper, Adrienne Auslander
Munich, Susan Merrill Squier, 2000-11-15 Although the themes of women's complicity in and
resistance to war have been part of literature from early times, they have not been fully integrated
into conventional conceptions of the war narrative. Combining feminist literary criticism with the
emerging field of feminist war theory, this collection explores the role of gender as an organizing
principle in the war system and reveals how literature perpetuates the ancient myth of arms and the
man. The volume shows how the gendered conception of war has both shaped literary texts and
formed the literary canon. It identifies and interrogates the conventional war text, with its culturally
determined split between warlike men and peaceful women, and it confirms that women's role in
relation to war is much more complex and complicitous than such essentializing suggests. The
contributors examine a wide range of familiar texts from fresh perspectives and bring new texts to
light. Collectively, these essays range in time from the Trojan War to the nuclear age. The
contributors are June Jordan, Lorraine Helms, Patricia Francis Cholakian, Jane E. Schultz, Margaret
R. Higonnet, James Longenbach, Laura Stempel Mumford, Sharon O'Brien, Jane Marcus, Sara
Friedrichsmeyer, Susan Schweik, Carol J. Adams, Esther Fuchs, Barbara Freeman, Gillian Brown,
Helen M. Cooper, Adrienne Auslander Munich, and Susan Merrill Squier.
  chinua achebe girls at war: Scandalous Fictions Jago Morrison, Susan Watkins, 2006-10-31
This study re-examines the twentieth-century novel as a form shaped by its problematic, often
scandalous relation to the public sphere. Discussing ten texts against the challenges of their milieus,
it considers twentieth-century fiction as a tradition of transgression, perennially caught between
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