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Call of Duty Series in Order: A Complete Guide to the Legendary Franchise

call of duty series in order is a phrase that many gamers search for when diving into this
iconic first-person shooter franchise. With numerous titles spanning different eras,
storylines, and gameplay innovations, it can be a bit overwhelming to know where to start
or how to play them chronologically. Whether you’re a newcomer eager to experience the
evolution of Call of Duty or a returning fan wanting a refresher, this guide will walk you
through the Call of Duty series in order, highlighting key aspects, gameplay changes, and
tips to get the most out of each installment.

Understanding the Call of Duty Series in Order

The Call of Duty franchise began back in 2003 and has since grown into one of the most
successful and influential video game series in history. The franchise is known for its
intense single-player campaigns, robust multiplayer modes, and, more recently, its battle
royale offerings. When discussing the Call of Duty series in order, it’s important to
distinguish between release order, chronological story order, and thematic grouping
because these aspects can influence how you experience the games.

Most players follow the release order since each game typically introduces new gameplay
mechanics, graphics improvements, and multiplayer features relevant to its time. However,
some prefer to follow the chronological storyline order, especially within sub-series like
Modern Warfare or Black Ops, to get a more cohesive narrative experience.

Release Order vs. Story Chronology

The main series games were released in this order:

1. Call of Duty (2003)
2. Call of Duty 2 (2005)
3. Call of Duty 3 (2006)
4. Call of Duty 4: Modern Warfare (2007)
5. Call of Duty: World at War (2008)
6. Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 (2009)
7. Call of Duty: Black Ops (2010)
8. Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3 (2011)
9. Call of Duty: Black Ops II (2012)
10. Call of Duty: Ghosts (2013)
11. Call of Duty: Advanced Warfare (2014)
12. Call of Duty: Black Ops III (2015)
13. Call of Duty: Infinite Warfare (2016)
14. Call of Duty: WWII (2017)
15. Call of Duty: Black Ops 4 (2018)



16. Call of Duty: Modern Warfare (2019) [Reboot]
17. Call of Duty: Warzone (2020) [Battle Royale, free-to-play]
18. Call of Duty: Black Ops Cold War (2020)
19. Call of Duty: Vanguard (2021)
20. Call of Duty: Modern Warfare II (2022)
21. Call of Duty: Warzone 2.0 (2022)
22. Call of Duty: Modern Warfare III (2023)

This list gives a clear picture of how the franchise evolved over time. However, when
focusing on story arcs, it’s useful to group games into their respective trilogies or thematic
series, like the Modern Warfare saga or the Black Ops series.

The Modern Warfare Saga: A Closer Look

The Modern Warfare series is arguably one of the most beloved and critically acclaimed
sub-series within Call of Duty. It originally took players to contemporary global conflict
scenarios and introduced cinematic storytelling combined with fast-paced gameplay.

Original Modern Warfare Trilogy

- **Call of Duty 4: Modern Warfare (2007)**: This title shifted the series from World War II to
a modern-day setting, introducing a gripping story about a Russian ultranationalist threat. It
revolutionized multiplayer with its leveling system and perks.

- **Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 (2009)**: Building on the original, MW2 expanded the
storyline and multiplayer features, becoming one of the best-selling games in the franchise.

- **Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3 (2011)**: The conclusion of the original trilogy wrapped
up loose ends and offered intense cooperative modes.

Modern Warfare Reboot

In 2019, Activision rebooted the Modern Warfare series with a fresh story and improved
graphics and gameplay mechanics. This reboot explores contemporary warfare themes with
a more realistic and gritty approach.

- **Call of Duty: Modern Warfare (2019)**
- **Call of Duty: Modern Warfare II (2022)**
- **Call of Duty: Modern Warfare III (2023)**

The reboot connects directly with Call of Duty: Warzone, the popular battle royale mode,
creating a shared universe experience.



The Black Ops Series: Espionage and Intrigue

The Black Ops series is another essential branch of the Call of Duty franchise, known for its
Cold War settings, conspiracy-driven narratives, and inventive multiplayer modes. Here’s
how the Black Ops games line up when considering the Call of Duty series in order:

1. **Call of Duty: Black Ops (2010)** – Set during the Cold War, it features missions in
Vietnam, Cuba, and Russia with a compelling storyline centered around covert operations.

2. **Call of Duty: Black Ops II (2012)** – This installment introduces branching storylines
and futuristic combat elements, mixing past and future conflicts.

3. **Call of Duty: Black Ops III (2015)** – Set in a cyber-future, this title dives deeper into
advanced technology and includes a robust cooperative campaign.

4. **Call of Duty: Black Ops 4 (2018)** – Notable for omitting a traditional campaign, it
focuses heavily on multiplayer, zombies mode, and introduced the Blackout battle royale.

5. **Call of Duty: Black Ops Cold War (2020)** – Returning to Cold War narratives, this
game ties into the larger Black Ops storyline and integrates with Warzone gameplay.

Other Noteworthy Titles and Spin-offs

While the Modern Warfare and Black Ops series are the most prominent, several other Call
of Duty games deserve mention when exploring the Call of Duty series in order.

World War II and Historical Shooters

The franchise originally focused on World War II, with several titles revisiting the era:

- **Call of Duty (2003), Call of Duty 2 (2005), and Call of Duty 3 (2006)**: These early
games set the tone with classic WWII battles.
- **Call of Duty: World at War (2008)**: Introduced the brutal Pacific theater and zombies
mode.
- **Call of Duty: WWII (2017)**: A modern return to the roots, emphasizing cinematic
storytelling and realistic combat.

Advanced and Futuristic Warfare

The franchise experimented with futuristic combat in several games:

- **Call of Duty: Advanced Warfare (2014)**: Features exoskeletons and futuristic
weaponry.
- **Call of Duty: Infinite Warfare (2016)**: Takes players into space, a departure from



traditional settings but praised for its narrative.
- **Call of Duty: Ghosts (2013)**: Introduces a new storyline with a focus on a post-
apocalyptic America and introduces new multiplayer mechanics.

Battle Royale and Warzone

In recent years, Call of Duty has embraced the battle royale genre with great success.

- **Call of Duty: Warzone (2020)** and its sequel **Warzone 2.0 (2022)** are free-to-play
battle royale games integrated with Modern Warfare and Black Ops Cold War content,
offering vast maps, vehicle combat, and cross-platform play.

Tips for Navigating the Call of Duty Series in
Order

If you’re planning to play through the Call of Duty series, here are some helpful pointers:

- **Start with the classics or modern hits**: If you’re curious about the franchise’s
beginnings, start with Call of Duty 4: Modern Warfare (2007) or the original Black Ops
(2010). These games define many gameplay and storytelling standards.

- **Consider story chronology for narrative immersion**: For a more cohesive story
experience, especially in the Black Ops saga, playing the games in storyline order enhances
understanding of character arcs and plot twists.

- **Explore multiplayer and Warzone separately**: Multiplayer modes evolve significantly
with each release, so it’s best to jump into the latest titles for the freshest experience.
Warzone offers a free, ongoing battle royale environment that’s accessible to all.

- **Use remastered versions**: Titles like Call of Duty: Modern Warfare Remastered provide
updated graphics and smoother gameplay, making older games more enjoyable for new
players.

- **Watch story recaps and community content**: If you find some plots confusing, many
YouTubers and content creators provide excellent summaries and analyses of Call of Duty
campaigns.

The Cultural Impact and Legacy of Call of Duty

The Call of Duty series has transcended video games to become a cultural phenomenon. Its
influence is visible in esports, streaming communities, and even military training
simulations. Understanding the Call of Duty series in order also means appreciating how
each game reflects the technological and storytelling advancements of its time. From the
gritty trenches of World War II to the high-tech battlefields of the near future, Call of Duty



continues to captivate millions with immersive gameplay and engaging narratives.

Whether you’re drawn to competitive multiplayer, thrilling campaigns, or cooperative
zombie modes, the Call of Duty franchise offers something for every type of gamer. Playing
the series in order not only helps you appreciate its evolution but also deepens your
connection to the characters and stories that have become iconic in the gaming world.

Embarking on this journey through the Call of Duty series in order is both a nostalgic trip
and a thrilling adventure, promising countless hours of entertainment and adrenaline-
pumping action.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the chronological order of the main Call of Duty
series games?
The main Call of Duty series in chronological order starts with Call of Duty (2003), followed
by Call of Duty 2, Call of Duty 3, Call of Duty 4: Modern Warfare, Call of Duty: Modern
Warfare 2, Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3, Call of Duty: Black Ops, Call of Duty: Black Ops
II, Call of Duty: Ghosts, Call of Duty: Advanced Warfare, Call of Duty: Black Ops III, Call of
Duty: Infinite Warfare, Call of Duty: WWII, Call of Duty: Black Ops 4, Call of Duty: Modern
Warfare (2019), Call of Duty: Warzone, Call of Duty: Black Ops Cold War, Call of Duty:
Vanguard, and Call of Duty: Modern Warfare II (2022).

Which Call of Duty game started the Modern Warfare
sub-series?
Call of Duty 4: Modern Warfare, released in 2007, started the Modern Warfare sub-series,
marking a shift from World War II settings to modern-day combat.

How does the Black Ops series fit within the overall Call
of Duty order?
The Black Ops series is a sub-series within Call of Duty that focuses on covert operations
and Cold War-era storylines. It begins with Call of Duty: Black Ops, followed by Black Ops II,
Black Ops III, Black Ops 4, and Black Ops Cold War.

Are there any Call of Duty games that are set in the
future?
Yes, several Call of Duty games are set in the future, including Call of Duty: Advanced
Warfare, Call of Duty: Infinite Warfare, and Call of Duty: Black Ops III, which feature
futuristic technology and warfare scenarios.



What is the recommended order to play the Call of Duty
series for new players?
New players are often recommended to start with Call of Duty 4: Modern Warfare for its
influential gameplay, then proceed through the Modern Warfare sub-series or the Black Ops
sub-series depending on their preference for setting and story.

How has the Call of Duty series evolved over time in
terms of game settings?
The Call of Duty series began with World War II settings and gradually evolved to include
modern warfare scenarios, futuristic combat, and even Cold War espionage, reflecting
changing player interests and advancements in game technology.

Additional Resources
Call of Duty Series in Order: A Comprehensive Analysis of the Franchise’s Evolution

call of duty series in order represents a frequently searched query among gamers and
enthusiasts seeking to understand the chronological progression of one of the most
influential first-person shooter franchises in video game history. Since its inception in 2003,
the Call of Duty series has expanded across multiple settings, timelines, and gameplay
mechanics, reflecting broader trends in the gaming industry and player preferences. This
article delves into the Call of Duty series in order, examining each installment’s
contribution, innovations, and contextual significance within the franchise.

Tracing the Call of Duty Series in Order: From
World War II to Modern Warfare and Beyond

Understanding the Call of Duty series in order requires an exploration of its release
timeline, thematic shifts, and technological advancements. The franchise initially carved its
niche by recreating the gritty intensity of World War II combat, but over time, it embraced
contemporary and futuristic warfare scenarios, with varying degrees of critical and
commercial success.

Early Beginnings: The World War II Era

The original Call of Duty (2003) set a new standard for historical first-person shooters by
offering immersive narratives from multiple perspectives—American, British, and Soviet
soldiers. This installment emphasized squad-based tactics and cinematic storytelling,
distinguishing itself from contemporaries focused on single-player experiences.

Following this, Call of Duty 2 (2005) enhanced the franchise’s graphics and AI, providing a
more dynamic and challenging WWII experience. The success of these titles solidified Call



of Duty’s reputation for delivering historically grounded, high-intensity gameplay.

Expanding the Timeline: From World War II to Modern
Combat

The series took a significant turn with Call of Duty 4: Modern Warfare (2007). Moving away
from historical settings, this installment introduced players to a contemporary conflict
involving special forces and covert operations, featuring a gripping narrative and innovative
multiplayer modes that redefined competitive online gaming.

Modern Warfare’s success spawned two direct sequels—Modern Warfare 2 (2009) and
Modern Warfare 3 (2011)—which expanded on the storyline, refined gameplay mechanics,
and boosted multiplayer functionality. This trilogy is often cited as a high point in the
franchise, combining cinematic storytelling with robust online communities.

Exploring New Frontiers: Black Ops and Other Subseries

Another critical branch within the Call of Duty series in order is the Black Ops subseries,
beginning with Call of Duty: Black Ops (2010). Set during the Cold War, Black Ops
introduced psychological thriller elements and deeper character-driven narratives. The
campaign’s non-linear storytelling and memorable multiplayer innovations, like the
introduction of Zombies mode, became fan favorites.

Black Ops II (2012) pushed the franchise further by integrating branching storylines and
futuristic technology, blending traditional combat with speculative science fiction.
Subsequent entries, Black Ops III (2015) and Black Ops 4 (2018), experimented with
cooperative gameplay and battle royale modes, respectively, reflecting the franchise’s
adaptability to changing market trends.

Recent Installments and the Return to Roots

In recent years, Call of Duty has oscillated between futuristic scenarios and returns to
historical settings. Call of Duty: WWII (2017) marked a return to the franchise’s roots,
receiving praise for authentic depictions of the European theater and a heartfelt narrative.

Simultaneously, Call of Duty: Modern Warfare (2019) rebooted the Modern Warfare
subseries with a gritty, modern-day conflict portrayed through advanced graphics and
realistic combat mechanics. This title also laid the foundation for Call of Duty: Warzone
(2020), a free-to-play battle royale game that significantly expanded the franchise’s player
base.

Call of Duty: Black Ops Cold War (2020) revisited the Black Ops timeline, blending classic
Cold War espionage with modern multiplayer features. The latest releases, such as Call of
Duty: Vanguard (2021) and Call of Duty: Modern Warfare II (2022), continue the trend of
alternating between historical and contemporary settings, ensuring diversity in gameplay



and narrative approach.

Call of Duty Series in Order: Detailed List of Main
Titles

For clarity, here is a chronological list of the main Call of Duty games released to date,
reflecting the series’ evolution and thematic shifts:

Call of Duty (2003)1.

Call of Duty 2 (2005)2.

Call of Duty 3 (2006)3.

Call of Duty 4: Modern Warfare (2007)4.

Call of Duty: World at War (2008)5.

Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 (2009)6.

Call of Duty: Black Ops (2010)7.

Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3 (2011)8.

Call of Duty: Black Ops II (2012)9.

Call of Duty: Ghosts (2013)10.

Call of Duty: Advanced Warfare (2014)11.

Call of Duty: Black Ops III (2015)12.

Call of Duty: Infinite Warfare (2016)13.

Call of Duty: WWII (2017)14.

Call of Duty: Black Ops 4 (2018)15.

Call of Duty: Modern Warfare (2019) [Reboot]16.

Call of Duty: Warzone (2020) [Battle Royale]17.

Call of Duty: Black Ops Cold War (2020)18.

Call of Duty: Vanguard (2021)19.

Call of Duty: Modern Warfare II (2022)20.



This list excludes spin-offs and mobile adaptations but encapsulates the core releases that
define the franchise’s main narrative arcs and gameplay innovations.

Multiplayer and Esports Impact

Beyond single-player campaigns, the Call of Duty series in order has consistently evolved
its multiplayer components, becoming a staple in competitive gaming and esports. Titles
like Modern Warfare and Black Ops have introduced features such as killstreaks,
customizable loadouts, and ranked matchmaking, which have become industry standards.

The franchise’s impact on online shooter communities is substantial, with Call of Duty
League (CDL) tournaments drawing millions of viewers worldwide. This competitive
framework has fueled ongoing player engagement and influenced game design across the
genre.

Technological Progression and Gameplay Innovations

Analyzing the Call of Duty series in order also reveals a trajectory of technological
refinement. Early entries focused on realistic weapon handling and authentic settings, while
later games incorporated advanced physics, destructible environments, and AI
improvements.

Notably, the introduction of cross-platform play in recent titles has broadened accessibility,
fostering larger player communities. Additionally, seasonal content updates and battle
passes have modernized the franchise’s monetization model, aligning it with contemporary
industry practices.

Criticisms and Challenges Within the Franchise

Despite its success, the Call of Duty series has faced critiques related to franchise fatigue,
repetitive gameplay, and narrative clichés. Annual releases have sometimes been criticized
for incremental updates rather than groundbreaking changes.

Moreover, balancing futuristic elements with traditional shooter mechanics has occasionally
divided fans, especially with titles like Infinite Warfare receiving mixed reactions.
Nonetheless, the franchise’s ability to adapt and innovate while maintaining core gameplay
appeal remains a testament to its enduring popularity.

The Call of Duty series in order illustrates a dynamic evolution shaped by technological
innovation, market trends, and player expectations. Its journey from World War II
battlegrounds to modern and futuristic conflicts encapsulates broader shifts within the
gaming landscape, making it a pivotal study in video game development and cultural
impact.
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  call of duty series in order: Call of Duty Jennifer Culp, 2014-12-15 The video-game franchise
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Vince Zampella, Grant Collier, Jason West, and their development studio Infinity Ward designed the
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details the saga and serves as a cautionary tale for how egos can destroy profitable business
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  call of duty series in order: Call of Duty: Advanced Warfare Signature Series Strategy
Guide Prima Games, 2014-11-04 POWER CHANGES EVERYTHING Private military corporations
have emerged as the dominant armed forces for countless nations, redrawing borders and rewriting
the rules of war. Powerful exoskeletons have evolved every aspect of a soldier's battle readiness.
Exploit your new arsenal to the full and gain the competitive edge with this essential guide.
  call of duty series in order: Responding to Call of Duty Nate Garrelts, Matthew Wilhelm
Kapell, 2017-11-21 Call of Duty is one of the most culturally significant video game franchises of the
21st century. Since the first game was released for PC in 2003, the first-person shooter has sold over
250 million copies across a range of platforms, along with merchandise ranging from toys and comic
books to a special edition Jeep Wrangler. Top players can compete for millions in prize money in
tournaments sanctioned by the Call of Duty World League. While the gaming community has
reported on and debated each development, Call of Duty has received little scholarly attention. This
collection of new essays examines the ideologically charged campaign mode of major franchise
releases, with a special focus on militarism, realism and gender.
  call of duty series in order: Patriotism Through Education Series National Security
League, 1918
  call of duty series in order: Guiness World Records 2009 Craig Glenday, 2009 Lists records,
superlatives, and unusual facts about computer and video games, and includes interviews with
champion gamers, tips on play, and profiles of the best-selling games.
  call of duty series in order: General Orders of Navy Department,series of 1913 United States.
Navy Department, 1918
  call of duty series in order: North western reporter. Second series. N.W. 2d. Cases
argued and determined in the courts of Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, North
Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin , 1974
  call of duty series in order: American Negligence Reports, Current Series John Milton
Gardner, Walter James Eagle, 1903 All the current negligence cases decided in the federal courts of
the United States, the courts of last resort of all the states and territories, and selections from the
intermediate courts, together with notes of English cases and annotations. (varies)
  call of duty series in order: American Negligence Reports, Current Series , 1898
  call of duty series in order: Labor laws of the United States series United States. Bureau
of Labor Statistics, 1919
  call of duty series in order: Labor Laws of the United States Series , 1921
  call of duty series in order: Last Series of Christian Aspects of Faith and Duty John James
Tayler, 1877
  call of duty series in order: Calendar of State Papers, Colonial Series ... Great Britain.
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Public Record Office, 1908
  call of duty series in order: The Official Xbox Magazine , 2007
  call of duty series in order: Annual Report of the Adjutant-General of the State of North
Carolina for the Year ... , 1894 Describes the activities of the militia including muster rolls,
ordanance stores and financial statistics.
  call of duty series in order: Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Florida Florida
Adjutant General's Office, 1910 Report for 188 -1886 contains also reports of the State prison and
the Insane Asylum.
  call of duty series in order: Citizens Radio Call Book Magazine , 1926
  call of duty series in order: Annual Report of the Directory of Lands Philippines. Bureau of
Lands, 1905
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