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Alvarez Guitar Model History: A Journey Through Craftsmanship and Innovation

alvarez guitar model history is a fascinating tale of tradition, innovation, and dedication to quality
that has earned Alvarez a respected place in the world of acoustic guitars. For over five decades,
Alvarez has been synonymous with exceptional craftsmanship, blending classic guitar-making
techniques with modern advancements to deliver instruments loved by beginners and professionals
alike. Whether you're a curious music enthusiast or a guitarist considering your next instrument,
understanding the evolution of Alvarez guitar models provides valuable insight into what makes
these guitars stand out.

The Origins of Alvarez Guitars

The story of Alvarez guitars begins in 1965 when the company was founded by the Japanese
manufacturer, Yairi. Early on, Alvarez gained recognition for producing quality acoustic guitars that
offered excellent value for money. Unlike many other entry-level guitar brands, Alvarez did not
compromise on materials or build quality, positioning itself as a brand that could cater to serious
players without the luxury price tag.

These initial models were heavily influenced by the traditional Spanish guitar-making techniques,
reflecting a heritage of intricate craftsmanship. The use of solid woods and hand-finished details
quickly set Alvarez apart in a crowded market. Through the 1970s and 1980s, Alvarez guitars
became popular among folk and country musicians, thanks to their warm tones and reliable
playability.

Key Innovations in Early Alvarez Models

One of the defining features of Alvarez’s early guitar model history was the introduction of the
Masterworks series. This line showcased the brand’s commitment to high-end craftsmanship with
solid woods like Sitka spruce tops and rosewood back and sides. Additionally, Alvarez was among
the pioneers to incorporate scalloped bracing in their Masterworks models, enhancing resonance
and tonal complexity.

The company also experimented with different body shapes and sizes during this era, offering
dreadnoughts, concert, and auditorium styles to suit various playing preferences. This versatility
helped Alvarez build a loyal customer base who appreciated the brand’s attention to tonal balance
and comfort.

The Modern Era: Expanding the Alvarez Guitar Line

As the music industry evolved through the 1990s and into the 21st century, Alvarez continued to
innovate and expand its guitar lineup. The brand embraced new technologies, including advanced



electronics and improved finishing processes, to meet the needs of contemporary players.

The Introduction of the Artist Series

The Artist Series represents a milestone in Alvarez guitar model history. Launched to appeal to
professional musicians, these guitars combined traditional craftsmanship with modern
appointments. Notable features included solid wood construction, hand-scalloped bracing, and
upgraded electronics for amplified performances.

One standout model from this series is the Alvarez Artist Series AD60, which has become a favorite
among singer-songwriters for its balanced tone and playability. The Artist Series helped Alvarez
solidify its reputation as a brand that not only serves beginners but also meets the demands of
touring musicians and studio professionals.

Electronics and Playability Enhancements

In response to the rising popularity of live performance and recording, Alvarez incorporated high-
quality preamps and pickups into many of its models. Systems like LR Baggs electronics were
integrated into guitars, enabling natural amplified sound without sacrificing the instrument’s
acoustic integrity.

Additionally, Alvarez focused on enhancing playability with features such as slim neck profiles and
improved fretwork. These changes make it easier for players of all skill levels to enjoy comfortable
and expressive playing experiences.

Popular Alvarez Guitar Models and Their
Characteristics

Understanding the Alvarez guitar model history also means recognizing some of the brand’s iconic
models that have defined their lineup.

Alvarez AD60

The AD60 is often considered the flagship model of the Artist Series. Featuring a solid Sitka spruce
top and rosewood back and sides, this dreadnought guitar offers rich, balanced tones suitable for
various music genres. Its hand-scalloped bracing enhances responsiveness, making it a favorite for
fingerstyle players and strummers alike.

Alvarez Regent Series



For those seeking quality on a budget, the Regent Series offers surprisingly good tone and
playability at an affordable price. These guitars often feature laminate woods but maintain the
craftsmanship Alvarez is known for. The Regent series is ideal for beginners or as a reliable backup
guitar for gigging musicians.

Alvarez Masterworks Series

As the pinnacle of Alvarez’s guitar model history, the Masterworks series is crafted with the highest-
grade solid woods and meticulous attention to detail. These guitars are handmade in Japan and often
include premium appointments like abalone inlays and hand-carved braces. They are sought after by
collectors and serious players who appreciate the blend of tradition and sonic excellence.

Why Alvarez Guitars Remain Relevant Today

Alvarez’s ability to maintain relevance in a highly competitive guitar market speaks volumes about
its commitment to quality and innovation. By continuously refining their models and listening to the
needs of the guitar community, they have built a loyal following.

Moreover, Alvarez guitars are known for their durability and consistency. Players often comment on
how these instruments retain their tone and structural integrity over time, making them smart
investments.

Tips for Choosing Your Alvarez Guitar

If you’re considering an Alvarez guitar, here are a few tips to guide your choice:

Define Your Playing Style: Acoustic players who prefer fingerpicking might lean towards
smaller body sizes like auditorium or concert models for their clarity and balance. Strummers
may favor the fuller sound of dreadnoughts.

Consider Your Budget: Alvarez offers a wide range, from beginner-friendly Regent models to
high-end Masterworks. Determine how much you’re willing to invest and find a model that
offers the best features within that range.

Try Before You Buy: Whenever possible, play different Alvarez models to get a feel for neck
shape, body size, and tonal characteristics. The right fit can make a significant difference in
your enjoyment and progress.

Check for Electronics: If you plan to perform live or record, consider Alvarez guitars
equipped with quality onboard electronics for a seamless amplified sound.



Continuing the Legacy

The Alvarez guitar model history is a testament to how a brand can evolve while staying true to its
roots. From its early days emphasizing traditional craftsmanship to embracing modern innovations,
Alvarez continues to produce guitars that inspire creativity and bring music to life.

For anyone passionate about acoustic guitars, exploring the Alvarez catalog offers a glimpse into a
rich heritage of sound and design. Whether you're a beginner looking for your first guitar or a
seasoned player seeking a reliable and expressive instrument, Alvarez’s history ensures there’s
something for everyone in their lineup.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the first Alvarez guitar model introduced?
The first Alvarez guitar model was introduced in 1965 when the company Alvarez Guitars was
founded by Gene and Sergio Alvarez.

What was the significance of the Alvarez-Yairi collaboration in
guitar history?
The Alvarez-Yairi collaboration, starting in the 1970s, combined American design with Japanese
craftsmanship, producing high-quality acoustic guitars that significantly raised Alvarez's reputation.

How did the Alvarez Yairi series influence acoustic guitar
design?
The Yairi series introduced innovative bracing patterns and premium woods, influencing acoustic
guitar tone and playability standards in the late 20th century.

What are the key features of the Alvarez Regent series?
The Regent series is known for its affordability, solid wood tops, and quality construction, making it
a popular choice for beginners and intermediate players.

When did Alvarez start producing electric guitars alongside
acoustics?
Alvarez primarily focused on acoustic guitars, but they expanded their line to include electric and
electro-acoustic models in the 2000s.

What wood types are commonly used in Alvarez guitar models?
Alvarez guitars commonly use tonewoods such as spruce, cedar, mahogany, rosewood, and koa,
depending on the model and series.



How has Alvarez guitar design evolved over the decades?
Alvarez guitar design has evolved from traditional acoustic shapes to incorporating modern features
like cutaways, built-in electronics, and improved bracing for enhanced sound.

What role did luthier Kazuo Yairi play in Alvarez guitar
history?
Kazuo Yairi was a master luthier whose collaboration with Alvarez in the 1970s and 1980s brought
handcrafted quality and innovative design to Alvarez guitars.

Are vintage Alvarez guitars considered collectible?
Yes, vintage Alvarez guitars, especially early Yairi models, are highly regarded by collectors for their
craftsmanship and tone.

What distinguishes the Alvarez Masterworks series from other
models?
The Masterworks series features premium tonewoods, hand-crafted construction, and meticulous
attention to detail, aimed at professional musicians seeking high-end acoustic guitars.

Additional Resources
Alvarez Guitar Model History: Tracing the Evolution of a Revered Brand

Alvarez guitar model history reveals a rich tapestry of craftsmanship, innovation, and dedication
to quality that has solidified the brand’s reputation in the world of acoustic guitars. Since its
inception in the 1960s, Alvarez has been synonymous with affordability coupled with professional-
grade sound, appealing to both beginners and seasoned musicians alike. Exploring the trajectory of
Alvarez’s guitar models not only sheds light on the brand’s evolution but also highlights its impact
on guitar manufacturing trends and the broader acoustic guitar market.

The Origins and Early Years of Alvarez Guitars

Founded in 1965 by the Japanese manufacturer Hoshino Gakki, Alvarez guitars originally aimed to
provide affordable yet reliable instruments to the American market. Hoshino Gakki, which also owns
the Ibanez brand, leveraged its expertise in woodworking and guitar production to carve out a niche
for Alvarez in a competitive industry.

Early Alvarez guitar models primarily featured traditional designs inspired by Spanish classical
guitars and American steel-string acoustics. These initial models focused on delivering solid
tonewoods and craftsmanship without the premium price tag associated with more established
brands like Martin or Gibson. The early adoption of laminated backs and sides combined with solid
spruce tops became a hallmark of Alvarez’s balanced approach to quality and cost-effectiveness.



Key Features of Early Alvarez Guitar Models

Body Styles: Dreadnought and classical shapes dominated the lineup, catering to folk,
country, and classical musicians.

Materials: Spruce tops paired with rosewood or mahogany backs and sides.

Playability: Medium to wide neck profiles suited for fingerstyle and strumming.

Pricing: Positioned as budget-friendly alternatives without compromising essential tonal
qualities.

Evolution Through the Decades: 1970s to 1990s

As the acoustic guitar market expanded throughout the 1970s and 1980s, Alvarez responded by
diversifying its model range, introducing innovations that would become signature features. This era
marked the transition from simple, entry-level instruments to more sophisticated models aimed at
professional players.

One of the significant milestones was the introduction of the Alvarez-Yairi line in the late 1970s. This
sub-brand was named after luthier Kazuo Yairi, whose handcrafted guitars elevated Alvarez’s
reputation for quality. Alvarez-Yairi models combined traditional Japanese craftsmanship with
modern acoustic design principles, offering solid wood construction, refined bracing patterns, and
superior tonality.

During this period, Alvarez also embraced various body shapes beyond the dreadnought, such as
concert and auditorium styles, catering to different playing preferences and genres. The
incorporation of cutaways and onboard electronics in some models reflected the growing demand for
amplified acoustic guitars.

Notable Innovations and Features from the 70s-90s

Alvarez-Yairi Collaboration: Premium solid woods, hand-carved bracing, and meticulous
attention to detail.

Expanded Body Shapes: Introduction of concert, auditorium, and jumbo models.

Electronics: Built-in pickups and preamps became more common, enabling live performance
versatility.

Finish and Aesthetics: Enhanced decorative elements such as abalone inlays and ornate
rosettes.



The Modern Era: 2000s to Present-Day Alvarez Guitar
Models

In the 21st century, Alvarez has continued to balance tradition with innovation, expanding its model
lineup to meet contemporary player demands. The Alvarez Artist Series, Masterworks Series, and
Regent Series are examples of how the company segments its offerings to cater to different skill
levels and price points.

The Artist Series, for instance, features solid wood tops with laminated backs and sides, ideal for
intermediate players seeking professional sound without exorbitant cost. The Masterworks line, on
the other hand, is a testament to the brand’s high-end craftsmanship, often incorporating premium
tonewoods like Brazilian rosewood and Adirondack spruce, alongside hand-scalloped bracing for
enhanced resonance.

Technological advancements have also influenced Alvarez’s modern guitars. The inclusion of
Fishman electronics in many models ensures quality amplified sound, while sustainable wood
sourcing and environmentally conscious manufacturing practices reflect broader industry trends.

Comparing Modern Alvarez Models

Series Target Audience Materials Electronics Price Range

Regent Series Beginners Laminated woods Optional basic pickups $150 - $300

Artist Series Intermediate Solid spruce tops,
laminated sides Fishman pickups $400 - $700

Masterworks Series Professional Premium solid
tonewoods

High-end Fishman
systems

$1500 and up

Alvarez Guitar Model History and Its Place in the
Acoustic Guitar Market

Understanding the Alvarez guitar model history is crucial for appreciating how the brand has
influenced the accessibility of quality acoustic guitars worldwide. By maintaining a broad spectrum
of models—from entry-level to professional—Alvarez has successfully catered to diverse
musicianship levels, helping foster a global guitar-playing community.

Compared to competitors such as Yamaha or Seagull, Alvarez often stands out for its unique blend of
Japanese craftsmanship and American design sensibilities. The Alvarez-Yairi line, in particular, is
frequently praised by experts for offering boutique-level quality at more accessible price points.

Moreover, Alvarez’s commitment to innovation without forsaking tradition is evident in its



continuous refinement of bracing patterns, wood selection, and electronic integration. This dual
focus has kept the brand relevant amid changing musical styles and technological advancements.

Pros and Cons Based on Alvarez Guitar Model History

Pros:

Wide range of models for different skill levels

Strong heritage of craftsmanship, especially in Alvarez-Yairi guitars

Competitive pricing relative to quality

Good integration of modern electronics

Cons:

Lower-end models may use laminated woods which affect tonal richness

Less brand recognition compared to Martin or Taylor among casual buyers

Limited availability of some high-end models in certain regions

The Alvarez guitar model history is a testament to the brand’s ability to evolve while maintaining a
clear identity rooted in quality and accessibility. For players seeking a blend of tradition, innovation,
and value, Alvarez remains a compelling choice within the acoustic guitar landscape.

Alvarez Guitar Model History

  alvarez guitar model history: The Complete History of Guitar World Editors of Guitar World
magazine, 2010-10-01 For 30 years, Guitar World magazine has served as North America's leading
publication for rock guitarists – and with more than 325 issues under its belt, the world's bestselling
guitar magazine is showing no signs of slowing down. In this extraordinary book, the complete
history of Guitar World is chronicled – from July 1980, when the very first issue, which featured
Johnny Winter on its cover, took the guitar-playing community by storm, to issues from 2010
featuring the likes of Jimi Hendrix, John Mayer, Keith Richards, and many other guitar icons. Frank
Zappa, Eddie Van Halen, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Kurt Cobain, Jimmy Page, and Eric Clapton are just
some of the artists who have sat down with Guitar World over the years: the full transcripts of these
legendary, revealing interviews are here. This lavishly illustrated edition takes you behind the
scenes of such monumental events as Nirvana's Unplugged performance, Stevie Ray Vaughan's

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-155/alvarez-guitar-model-history.pdf


funeral, and the making of Led Zeppelin IV, and includes Guitar World's great dual interviews:
Jimmy Page and Jeff Beck, Tony Iommi and James Hetfield, Steve Vai and Joe Satriani, and more.
Rock music has gone through many changes since 1980 – bands have come and gone, musical styles
have shifted dramatically, heroes have fallen – and through it all, Guitar World has been there,
reporting on the events of the day and interviewing the musicians who keep the genre alive. It's all
here, in The Complete History of Guitar World.
  alvarez guitar model history: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Playing the Guitar Frederick
M. Noad, 2000-09-01 Explains how to select a guitar, understand chords and melodies, how to read
notes, explore different musical styles, and details how guitar music is written.
  alvarez guitar model history: The Official Vintage Guitar Magazine Price Guide 2004 Alan
Greenwood, Gil Hembree, 2003-10 Industry experts have long considered The Official Vintage Guitar
Price Guide to be the most accurate, authoritative and detailed publication to tackle the seemingly
indomitable task of placing values on thousands of vintage and recent-model guitars, amps, basses,
effects pedals, mandolins, lapsteels and other fretted instruments. And the VG Price Guide is the
only one to do it all in one book! Now in its 13th year, the new Guide offers more than ever. Authors
Alan Greenwood and Gil Hembree have made their ultimate guide to values even more valuable,
with more details on familiar favorites and backgrounds on nearly 800 brands. Plus, there are 700
photos showing all forms of vintage instruments, amps and effects. The Guide combines the most
thorough research with an exceptionally user-friendly format that employs quick-find page headings,
a comprehensive index, and a dealer directory that puts you just an e-mail or phone call away from
guitar buyers and sellers in every region of the country. Also included is an in-depth look at the
factors that drive the collectible instrument market, explaining the hows and whys in regard to the
values of vintage and used equipment.
  alvarez guitar model history: Cool Wooden Box W. Rand Smith, 2023-05-08 This book is a
history of guitar making in the US since the folk revival of the 1960s. Based largely on the author's
interviews, it includes chapters on the rise of the modern independent luthier movement, recent
developments at Martin, at Gibson, and at Taylor- especially regarding the use of technology and
ways it is in tension with these companies' traditions and ways it honors their traditions-the
changing, though still robust market, and the effect of foreign competition on American builders--
  alvarez guitar model history: The Art and Craft of Making Classical Guitars Manuel
Rodr�guez, 2003 Rich in beauty, sound and history, Manuel Rodriguez and Sons' classical and
flamenco guitars have been lovingly hand-crafted in Madrid since 1905. The company's remarkable
creations are just as acclaimed today, capturing the 2000 Player's Choice Award from Acoustic
Guitar magazine for its nylon-string model. New from Hal Leonard and for the first time available in
English, The Art and Craft of Making Classical Guitars presents master luthier Manuel Rodriguez's
thoughts on the history of the instrument he loves, and how the guitar attained its prominent
position among musical instruments. Filled with fabulous historical photos, priceless memorabilia,
abundant diagrams and more, the book covers topics such as the art and development of the guitar,
materials used in construction, and much more. Essential for all admirers of the guitar.
  alvarez guitar model history: International Directory of Company Histories Tina Grant
(éditeur), 2003
  alvarez guitar model history: International Directory of Company Histories Jay P. Pederson,
Thomas Derdak, 2001-12 Multi-volume major reference work bringing together histories of
companies that are a leading influence in a particular industry or geographic location. For students,
job candidates, business executives, historians and investors.
  alvarez guitar model history: Play Acoustic Dave Hunter, 2005-07-01 Teaches the musical
styles and techniques used with the acoustic guitar, along with an overview of the instrument, its
evolution, and growing popularity throughout history.
  alvarez guitar model history: A New History of American and Canadian Folk Music Dick
Weissman, 2019-09-05 Building on his 2006 book, Which Side Are You On?, Dick Weissman's A New
History of American and Canadian Folk Music presents a provocative discussion of the history,



evolution, and current status of folk music in the United States and Canada. North American folk
music achieved a high level of popular acceptance in the late 1950s. When it was replaced by
various forms of rock music, it became a more specialized musical niche, fragmenting into a
proliferation of musical styles. In the pop-folk revival of the 1960s, artists were celebrated or
rejected for popularizing the music to a mass audience. In particular the music seemed to embrace a
quest for authenticity, which has led to endless explorations of what is or is not faithful to the
original concept of traditional music. This book examines the history of folk music into the 21st
century and how it evolved from an agrarian style as it became increasingly urbanized. Scholar-
performer Dick Weissman, himself a veteran of the popularization wars, is uniquely qualified to
examine the many controversies and musical evolutions of the music, including a detailed discussion
of the quest for authenticity, and how various musicians, critics, and fans have defined that pursuit.
  alvarez guitar model history: The Acoustic Guitar Guide Larry Sandberg, 2000-11 This book
will help all guitar players make better friends with their present guitar or decide on features to look
for in a new one. They will learn about the differences in guitar woods (and how they sound), simple
guitar maintenance, how to choose an instrument for their style of playing, what to expect from a
music dealer, and the mystique of collectible guitars. This new edition includes more details on
amplifying acoustic guitars, and a guide to guitar companies' Web sites.
  alvarez guitar model history: Guitar International , 1990
  alvarez guitar model history: Electric Guitars Tony Bacon, 2018-03-13 The most
comprehensive book about the electric guitar. Its A-to-Z format covers more than 120 makers from
around the world and details their successes and failures through 1,200 unique color, studio quality
photographs.
  alvarez guitar model history: The Guitar Review , 1992
  alvarez guitar model history: Killing Congress Nancy E. Marion, Willard Oliver, 2014-07-22
Since Congress was established in 1789, seven members have been assassinated and several others
have been the victims of attempted assassinations or other acts of violence. Additionally, eight
members of Congress have died while serving in Congress in other ways. These incidents have taken
place throughout the existence of the United States and have a wide variety of interesting causes. In
Killing Congress: Assassinations, Attempted Assassinations, and other Violence Enacted on Members
of the U.S. Congress, Nancy Marion and Willard Oliver examine the assassinations and attempted
assassinations of members of Congress, describing the actions that led up to the violence, the
incidents themselves, and the repercussions of the events. Marion and Oliver also look closely at
other violent attacks against Congressional members, including beatings and bio-attacks. The book
not only describes the assassinations, but discusses the short- and long-term impacts of the violence
that takes place on Capitol Hill.
  alvarez guitar model history: Cantus coronatus: 7 cantigas d'El-Rei Dom Dinis: by King
Dinis of Portugal Dinis (King of Portugal), Manuel Pedro Ferreira, 2005
  alvarez guitar model history: The Routledge Companion to Women and Musical
Leadership Laura Hamer, Helen Julia Minors, 2024-08-13 The Routledge Companion to Women and
Musical Leadership: The Nineteenth Century and Beyond provides a comprehensive exploration of
women’s participation in musical leadership from the nineteenth century to the present. Global in
scope, with contributors from over thirty countries, this book reveals the wide range of ways in
which women have taken leadership roles across musical genres and contexts, uncovers new
histories, and considers the challenges that women continue to face. The volume addresses timely
issues in the era of movements such as #MeToo, digital feminisms, and the resurgent global feminist
movements. Its multidisciplinary chapters represent a wide range of methodologies, with historical
musicology, models drawn from ethnomusicology, analysis, philosophy, cultural studies, and practice
research all informing the book. Including almost fifty chapters written by both researchers and
practitioners in the field, it covers themes including: Historical Perspectives Conductors and
Impresarios Women’s Practices in Music Education Performance and the Music Industries Faith and
Spirituality: Worship and Sacred Musical Practices Advocacy: Collectives and Grass-Roots Activism



The Routledge Companion to Women and Musical Leadership: The Nineteenth Century and Beyond
draws together both new perspectives from early career researchers and contributions from
established world-leading scholars. It promotes academic-practitioner dialogue by bringing
contributions from both fields together, represents alternative models of women in musical
leadership, celebrates the work done by women leaders, and shows how women challenge accepted
notions of gendered roles. Offering a comprehensive overview of the varied forms of women’s
musical leadership, this volume is a vital resource for all scholars of women in music, as well as
professionals in the music industries and music education today.
  alvarez guitar model history: Bird of Paradise Raquel Cepeda, 2013 An award-winning
journalist and documentary filmmaker chronicles her personal year-long journey to discover the
truth about her ancestry through DNA testing, sharing her findings as well as her insights into
controversies surrounding modern Latino identity.
  alvarez guitar model history: The Capital , 1902
  alvarez guitar model history: My Father's Guitar and Other Imaginary Things Joseph Skibell,
2015-10-27 Often comic, sometimes tender, profoundly truthful, the pleasure in these nonfiction
pieces by award-winning novelist Joseph Skibell is discovering along with the author that
catastrophes, fantasies, and delusions are what give sweetness and shape to our lives. “As a writer,”
Skibell has said, “I feel about life the way the people of the Plains felt about the buffalo: I want to
use every part of it.” In My Father’s Guitar and Other Imaginary Things, his first nonfiction work, he
mines the events of his own life to create a captivating collection of personal essays, a suite of
intimate stories that blurs the line between funny and poignant, and between the imaginary and the
real. Often improbable, these stories are 100 percent true. Skibell misremembers the guitar his
father promised him; together, he and a telemarketer dream of a better world; a major work of
Holocaust art turns out to have been painted by his cousin. Woven together, the stories paint a
complex portrait of a man and his family: a businessman father and an artistic son and the difficult
love between them; complicated uncles, cousins, and sisters; a haunted house; and—of course—an
imaginary guitar. Skibell’s novels have been praised as “startlingly original” (the Washington Post),
“magical” (the New Yorker), and the work of “a gifted, committed imagination” (the New York
Times). With his distinctive style, he has been referred to as “the bastard love child of Mark Twain, I.
B. Singer, and Wes Anderson, left on a doorstep in Lubbock, Texas.”
  alvarez guitar model history: Martin Guitar Masterpieces Dick Boak, 2003 A fascinating look
at more than 100 of the Martin Guitar Company's custom guitars, created for the world's most
famous musicians, including Sting, Eric Clapton, and Elvis-along with the inside stories behind each
design. From the infamous 'Elvi' guitar owned by Elvis Presley (his original D-18 missing the 's' from
his name) to customized instruments belonging to Bob Dylan, Willie Nelson, Joan Baez, Sting, and
Eric Clapton, the Martin Guitar company has made a guitar for nearly every notable musician who's
ever held a six-string. Now, MARTIN GUITAR MASTERPIECES revisits more than 100 of the
company's most desirable guitars, ranging from those belonging to Stephen Stills, David Crosby,
Paul Simon, and Johnny Cash to guitars owned by newer artists like Beck, Babyface, and Jonny Lang.
Dick Boak, head of Artist Relations and Publicity at C. F. Martin, acts as the artist liaison in these
collaborations and now, for the first time, enthusiastically outlines his experiences. Readers also get
a sneak preview of Martin's millionth instrument, due in 2004.
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