what is the purple paint law

**Understanding the Purple Paint Law: What It Means and Why It Matters**

what is the purple paint law is a question that has gained increasing
attention in recent years, especially among property owners, outdoor
enthusiasts, and legal professionals. This law, which originated as an
innovative way to mark private property boundaries, offers an alternative to
traditional “No Trespassing” signs. But beyond its simple appearance, the
purple paint law carries significant legal implications and practical
benefits that are worth exploring.

If you’ve ever wondered about those unusual purple markings on trees or posts
along rural roads or forested areas, you’'re likely encountering the purple
paint law in action. This article will delve into the origins of the law, how
it works, and why it has become a preferred method for landowners to protect
their property while communicating clear boundaries to the public.

The Origins and Purpose of the Purple Paint Law

The purple paint law was first introduced in the early 2000s as a response to
the challenges associated with posting traditional “No Trespassing” signs.
Many landowners found that signs could be easily removed, vandalized, or
obscured by vegetation. Additionally, the use of signs wasn’t always
effective in clearly marking boundaries in rural or wooded areas where
visibility is limited.

The idea behind the purple paint law was to create a simple, durable, and
unmistakable visual cue that indicates private property lines without the
need for signs. Purple was chosen because it stands out against natural
backgrounds like green foliage and brown tree bark, making it highly wvisible
year—round.

How the Purple Paint Law Works

At its core, the purple paint law allows property owners to paint vertical
stripes of purple paint on trees or posts along their property boundaries
instead of putting up traditional signs. The law specifies the size,
placement, and frequency of these paint marks to ensure they are easily
noticed by anyone approaching the property.

Typically, the paint marks must be:

- At least 8 inches long and 1 to 3 inches wide
- Placed between 3 and 5 feet above the ground
— Spaced no more than 100 feet apart along the boundary line

By following these guidelines, property owners create a clear and legally
recognized boundary indicator that warns the public they are entering private
land.



Legal Implications of the Purple Paint Law

One of the most important aspects of the purple paint law is its legal
standing. In states that have adopted this law—such as Texas, Montana, and
Arkansas—those purple marks carry the same weight as a traditional “No
Trespassing” sign. This means that if someone crosses onto property marked
with purple paint without permission, they can be subject to trespassing
charges.

The Relationship Between Purple Paint and Trespassing
Laws

The purple paint law essentially serves as a notice to trespassers. Because
the markings are standardized and recognized by state law, individuals are
expected to understand that crossing beyond the purple marks is unauthorized.
This helps landowners enforce their property rights more effectively.

In many cases, the law also exempts property owners from the burden of
posting numerous signs, which can be costly and time-consuming. Instead,
using purple paint provides a low-cost, low-maintenance solution that still
fulfills the legal requirement to warn potential trespassers.

States That Have Adopted the Purple Paint Law

While not all states have purple paint laws, a growing number have
implemented them as part of their property and trespassing statutes. Some of
the key states include:

- Texas: One of the pioneers of the purple paint law, Texas uses this method
widely for rural landowners.

- Montana: Known for its large rural areas, Montana allows purple paint as a
legal boundary marker.

— Arkansas: This state has embraced the purple paint law to help protect
private land in forested regions.

— Idaho, Oklahoma, and others have similar statutes in place.

It’s important for landowners and visitors alike to check local laws because
the application and enforcement of the purple paint law can differ by state.

Why Purple Paint Is a Smart Choice for Property
Owners

Using purple paint to mark boundaries is more than Jjust a legal formality; it
offers practical advantages that make it an attractive choice for many
landowners.

Visibility and Durability



Purple paint is highly visible against natural backdrops, ensuring that the
boundary marks are easy to see in various lighting and weather conditions.
Unlike signs, which can be knocked down, stolen, or deteriorate over time,
paint tends to last longer and is less prone to vandalism.

Cost-Effective Boundary Marking

For large properties, posting signs along every boundary line can be
expensive and labor-intensive. Painting trees or posts with purple stripes is
a more affordable option that still meets legal requirements. Property owners
can maintain clear boundaries without frequent replacements or repairs.

Environmental Impact

Some proponents also argue that purple paint is a more environmentally
friendly option compared to metal or plastic signs. Paint doesn’t add
physical clutter to the landscape and can be applied selectively without
damaging the natural surroundings.

Tips for Property Owners Considering Purple
Paint

If you're a landowner thinking about using the purple paint law to mark your
property, here are some practical tips to keep in mind:

e Check Your State’s Laws: Make sure purple paint is legally recognized in
your area and understand the specific requirements for size, spacing,
and placement.

e Use High—-Quality Paint: Invest in durable, weather-resistant paint
designed for outdoor use to ensure long-lasting visibility.

e Mark Clearly and Consistently: Follow the recommended spacing guidelines
and place paint marks at the correct height to avoid confusion.

e Maintain Your Boundaries: Inspect the painted marks periodically and
refresh them as needed to keep them clear and effective.

e Communicate With Neighbors: Let nearby residents or frequent visitors
know about the markings to prevent accidental trespassing.

Understanding Purple Paint Law from a Visitor'’s
Perspective

If you're someone who enjoys hiking, hunting, or exploring rural areas,
understanding what the purple paint law means can help you respect private



property and avoid legal trouble.

When you see trees or posts with purple stripes, it’s a clear sign that
you’re approaching or crossing onto private land. Unlike traditional signs
that might be hidden or damaged, purple paint is designed to be noticeable
and unambiguous.

Respecting these markings not only helps you avoid trespassing but also
fosters good relationships with landowners who rely on these boundaries to
protect their property and livelihood.

How to Identify Purple Paint Markings

Keep an eye out for vertical purple stripes that are roughly between 8 inches
long and a few inches wide, painted at eye level or slightly above. These
marks are often spaced along fence lines, paths, or wooded boundaries and
serve as a clear signal to stop or seek permission before proceeding.

The Future of Property Boundary Marking

As more states consider adopting the purple paint law, it’s likely that this
simple yet effective method will become more widespread. The law represents a
clever fusion of legal clarity and practical efficiency, especially in rural
areas where property lines can be difficult to delineate.

In an age where land disputes and unauthorized access are ongoing challenges,
the purple paint law offers a straightforward way to protect property rights
without creating visual clutter or incurring high costs.

Whether you’'re a property owner looking for a reliable way to mark your land
or a visitor wanting to respect boundaries, understanding what is the purple
paint law can make a significant difference in how you navigate rural and
wooded spaces.

By recognizing these purple paint markings, you’re participating in a
respectful and lawful use of shared land, contributing to a community where
property rights and public enjoyment can coexist peacefully.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Purple Paint Law?

The Purple Paint Law is a legal provision in some U.S. states that uses
purple-painted marks on trees or posts to indicate private property
boundaries where no trespassing is allowed.

Where is the Purple Paint Law commonly used?

The Purple Paint Law is commonly used in states like Texas, Arkansas, and
Montana as a way to mark private property lines without the need for
traditional 'No Trespassing' signs.



Why is purple paint used in the Purple Paint Law?

Purple paint is used because it is highly visible, weather-resistant, and not
commonly used for other marking purposes, making it an effective and clear
indicator of private property.

How does the Purple Paint Law help landowners?

The Purple Paint Law helps landowners by providing a clear, legally
recognized way to mark their property boundaries, deterring trespassers and
reducing the need for costly and easily damaged signs.

Are there specific requirements for the purple paint
markings under the law?

Yes, the Purple Paint Law typically requires that the purple paint marks be
applied at a certain height (usually 3 to 5 feet above ground), be a specific
length (around 8 to 12 inches), and spaced at regular intervals along the
property line to be legally effective.

Additional Resources

**Understanding the Purple Paint Law: A Comprehensive Analysis**

what is the purple paint law and why has it become a significant topic in
property rights and trespassing regulations? This law, primarily established
in several U.S. states, offers an alternative to traditional "No Trespassing"
signs by using purple paint markings on land to signify private property
boundaries. The concept, while straightforward, has nuanced legal
implications and practical applications that are reshaping how landowners
assert property rights and how the public interprets access permissions.

What Is the Purple Paint Law?

At its core, the purple paint law refers to a legal provision allowing
landowners to mark the boundaries of their property using visible purple
paint marks on trees or posts instead of posting physical “No Trespassing”
signs. This method serves as a clear visual deterrent against unauthorized
entry, signaling that the area is private property and that trespassing is
prohibited.

Originating in states like Texas, the purple paint law was designed to
simplify trespass notifications and reduce the costs associated with
maintaining traditional signage. By applying purple paint stripes—typically
vertical and of a specific size and placement—landowners can communicate
their property rights in a way that is both durable and highly visible.

The Legal Framework Behind the Purple Paint Law

The purple paint law is codified in the statutes of several states, with
notable examples in Texas (Texas Property Code Section 30.405), Arkansas, and
Montana among others. While there are variations in the specifics, the common



legal requirements include:

— **Dimensions and Placement:** The paint marks must meet certain size
specifications (e.g., 8 inches long and 1 inch wide) and be placed at eye
level on trees or posts along the boundary lines.

— **8Spacing:** Marks are often required to be spaced at intervals (e.g.,
every 100 feet) to ensure consistent visibility.

— **Color Specification:** Purple is chosen specifically because it 1is
uncommon in nature, making the marks stand out distinctly.

These legal parameters ensure that the purple paint acts as an official
notice, equivalent in legal standing to posted signs. Failure to comply with
these specifications might invalidate the notice, potentially complicating
trespassing enforcement.

Why the Purple Paint Law Matters

The introduction of the purple paint law addresses several practical issues
faced by landowners:

1. **Cost-Effectiveness:** Maintaining physical signs can be cumbersome and
expensive. Weather conditions, vandalism, or theft can necessitate frequent
replacements. Painted marks are more permanent and less susceptible to
damage.

2. **Clarity and Visibility:** Purple paint on trees or posts provides a
consistent and unmistakable visual cue for anyone approaching the property
line, reducing ambiguity about access rights.

3. **Environmental Considerations:** In some cases, the law is seen as less
intrusive to the landscape than numerous signs, preserving the natural
aesthetics of rural or wooded areas.

4. **Legal Simplicity:** The law standardizes how property owners communicate

trespassing restrictions, enabling law enforcement and courts to interpret
notices uniformly.

Purple Paint Law vs. Traditional No Trespassing Signs

While both methods serve the same purpose, there are distinct differences
worth noting:

| Feature | Purple Paint Law | Traditional Signs |

| **Visibility** | Highly visible on natural surfaces | Dependent on sign
placement and condition |

| **Durability** | Resistant to weather and vandalism | Prone to damage and
theft |

| **Cost** | Lower long-term cost | Requires periodic replacement |

| **Legal Recognition** | Explicitly recognized in certain states | Broadly
recognized but may vary |

| **Environmental Impact** | Minimal impact, blends with surroundings | Can

clutter or detract from natural scenery |



These differences influence landowners’ decisions on which method to deploy,
with some opting for a combination to maximize legal protection.

Implementing the Purple Paint Law: Practical
Considerations

For landowners considering the application of the purple paint law,
understanding the correct implementation is crucial. Incorrect or
inconsistent marking can undermine the legal enforceability of the trespass
notice.

Proper Application Guidelines

— Use a shade of purple that conforms to state law standards.

— Apply marks on trees or posts clearly visible from common access points.

— Ensure paint marks are applied at the proper height—typically between 3 and
5 feet from the ground.

- Maintain consistency in spacing; irregular intervals can cause confusion.

— Avoid marking areas where public access is permitted, such as designated
trails or easements.

Legal Implications for Trespassers and Landowners

The purple paint law empowers landowners with a clear, codified method to
communicate private property boundaries. For trespassers, these painted marks
serve as legal notice, meaning entering or remaining on the property after
seeing them can constitute criminal trespassing under state law.

From a law enforcement perspective, the presence of purple paint marks
simplifies the process of determining whether a trespass offense has
occurred. This reduces ambiguity in legal disputes and supports property
owners’ rights.

Geographic Spread and Adoption of the Purple Paint
Law

Though the purple paint law originated in Texas, its successful
implementation has inspired other states to adopt similar statutes. The
rationale behind its spread includes:

— **Rural Land Management:** Many states with expansive rural areas see the
paint law as a practical solution for landowners.

- **Reducing Litigation:** Clear demarcation of property lines helps prevent
disputes over land access.

— **Public Awareness:** States often run educational campaigns to inform
residents and visitors about the meaning of purple paint markings.

Examples of states with purple paint laws or similar provisions include:

- Texas



— Arkansas

— Montana

— Mississippi
- Iowa

Each jurisdiction tailors the law to fit its unique legal environment and
land use patterns.

Potential Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its advantages, the purple paint law is not without critique:

— **Public Confusion:** Some people unfamiliar with the law may not recognize
purple paint as a trespassing warning, potentially leading to unintentional
violations.

— **Enforcement Variability:** Not all law enforcement officers may be
equally knowledgeable about the law, complicating enforcement.

- **Limitations in Urban Areas:** In densely populated or urban regions,
purple paint markings may be less practical or effective compared to signs.

— **Environmental Concerns:** Although minimal, concerns exist regarding the
impact of paint chemicals on trees and ecosystems.

These challenges emphasize the importance of public education and consistent
application to maximize the law’s effectiveness.

The Purple Paint Law in the Context of Property
Rights

The purple paint law reflects a broader trend in reinforcing private property
rights through clear, visible means. As land use conflicts and trespassing
issues grow, especially in areas with increased recreational activity or
urban encroachment into rural spaces, laws like this offer a streamlined,
cost-effective way to protect landowners.

Moreover, the law balances property rights with public awareness, providing a
transparent method to communicate boundaries without resorting to aggressive
or excessive signage.

Final Thoughts on the Purple Paint Law

Understanding what is the purple paint law reveals much about modern
approaches to property rights enforcement. It is a practical, legally
recognized strategy that benefits both landowners and the general public by
clarifying boundaries and reducing trespassing incidents. As awareness Jgrows
and more states consider adoption, purple paint marks may become a common
sight across the American landscape, symbolizing a subtle yet firm assertion
of private property rights.



What Is The Purple Paint Law

what is the purple paint law: The Amish Quiltmaker's Unattached Neighbor Jennifer
Beckstrand, 2024-11-26 Irrepressible Colorado Amish quiltmaker Esther Kiem is delighted to help
the four Yoder sisters stitch together their beloved great-grandmother’s birthday quilt...especially
when it means putting her matchmaking talents to use! Infused with her signature humor and heart,
award-winning, USA Today bestselling author Jennifer Beckstrand blends quilting, mischief, and
matchmaking for the sixth Amish Quiltmaker romance - perfect for fans of Amy Clipston, Wanda
Brunstetter, and Linda Byler. At thirty-two, Ada Yoder is resigned to caring for her three sisters, her
ever-impractical father, and their prosperous, but demanding, farm. The last kind of trouble she
needs is Enos Hoover claiming that six acres of their land actually belongs to him—and taking steps
to prove it. But Ada soon finds that battling Enos' clever strategies is delightfully intriguing—and
lighting an impossible spark . . . Enos is determined to make his mater proud by turning difficult
acreage into a successful farm. Legally, he is in the right to reclaim the land from the Yoders. But
Ada's hard-working stubbornness and refreshing honesty are proving to be more of an irresistible
challenge than an obstacle. Now, can Enos and Ada find enough faith and understanding to reconcile
family, duty, and love—and stake their claim on a forever happiness together? Sometimes the
greatest blessings come in disguise . . .

what is the purple paint law: Mystery of the Walls Larry D. Black, 2011-02-22 Mystery of
the Walls is a novel about a veteran game warden named Terry Scroggins. Terry is the grandson of
Ben and Mary Ann Scroggins, who were introduced in the previous novels Vengeance Is Mind and
Love Is Forever. Terry becomes involved in a drug investigation in northeast Texas. His instincts
take him behind the walls of a 2000 acre ranch that is protected by an eight-foot high game fence.
The more he snoops around, the more twist and turns the story takes. If you like the who done it
type stories, then this novel is a must. Like the other Scroggins family novels, before the story ends,
you will feel like you are a part of the Scroggins family. One of the heartwarming features about this
book, as well as the previous published books, is the heart felt family devotion, loyalty and values.

what is the purple paint law: The Amish Quiltmaker's Unlikely Match Jennifer
Beckstrand, 2024-01-23 Filled with her trademark humor and relatable characters, award-winning
author Jennifer Beckstrand's blends quilting, matchmaking, and a close-knit Colorado community in
her newest Amish Quiltmaker novel, as independent-minded quilter Esther Kiem sets her sights on
an unusual match between the shyest Yoder sister and a professional baseball player... Perfect for
fans of Charlotte Hubbard, Wanda Brunstetter, and Linda Byler. Though Mary Yoder longs to marry
someday, she finds caring for her community’s injured and sick is much easier than courting. But
when Englischer Clay Markham crashes his car nearby, Mary’s nursing shows her his hidden
wounds are more painful than his injuries. Though she’s irresistibly drawn to his kind nature, can
she risk letting him into her heart? On the run from his troubled past, ex-pro baseball player Clay
can’t believe the quiet sanctuary he’s found under Mary’s care. Her gentle faith and knowledge are
somehow giving him hope he can change his life—and offer her the love she truly deserves. But
when his secrets catch up with him, can he and Mary find the courage to face the truth, set things to
rights . . . and make way for a future together?

what is the purple paint law: Fly Fishing Houston & Southeastern Texas Robert H.
McConnell, 2023-02-07 Bayou City: An Angler’s Paradise The fourth-largest city in the U.S. has a
secret hiding in plain sight: All that water means it’s a fabulous place for fly fishing. Travel no
further than to the city’s “concrete flats” to stalk carp with Houston’s iconic skyline as a backdrop.
Just outside the metro area, wade in the secluded spring-fed waters of the Pineywoods to find
spotted bass, largemouth bass, and a variety of panfish. Launch a canoe or kayak in nearby lakes
and backwaters to search for gar and bowfin. Add some adventure with a trip to Village Creek, a
fascinating biozone where bass and catfish thrive along with four varieties of carnivorous plants and
35 species of orchids. With Fly Fishing Houston & Southeastern Texas as your guide, discover the


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-154/what-is-the-purple-paint-law.pdf

rewards for anglers this unique region offers, from inside the city limits to the countryside beyond.
38 detailed on-the-water descriptions of wades located on 12 unique streams and waterways
Descriptions of access points for paddles in local lakes Suggestions for creating personalized fly
boxes for southeastern Texas More than 300 color photographs, including close-ups of the key sport
fish available QR codes supplying GPS coordinates for optimal parking for each wade location
Recommendations for the best gear to get started fly fishing Angler-friendly breweries and fly shops
Local history, info, and events Insider tips for sneaking up on fish An overview of current water use
regulations in the Houston area and how anglers can help keep streams, creeks, bayous, and even
ditches available to fly fishing enthusiasts

what is the purple paint law: The Lower Canyons of the Rio Grande Louis F. Aulbach, Joe
Butler, 2005

what is the purple paint law: How the Hell Did I Not Know That? Lucie Frost, 2025-08-26
After quitting her job with an awkward text to her boss, Lucie Frost planned to live out her early
retirement fantasy. Except she was lost, an empty nester with no job, no structure, no identity, and
no clear purpose. Everything changed after she binge-watched the television program 90 Day Fiancé
one day, which led to a stream of answers to her question about midlife stagnation: What do we do
with our lives when our jobs or children are no longer making those decisions for us? Her trivia-filled
memoir, How the Hell Did I Not Know That?, follows the first year of Frost’s postretirement era, a
year when curiosity pulled her off the couch and into a world where she discovered how to build a
fulfilling life from the smallest of wonders—things like how to unboil an egg with urine (but why, oh
why?), where the vice president of the United States lives (something we should know?), and why
the sky is blue (wait, didn’t we learn that in third grade?). How the Hell Did I Not Know That? is a
witty and honest companion, a girlfriend, if you will, for women in midlife who are struggling to find
their place in the world, who are concerned about misogyny, climate change, and the industrial
prison complex, just not while watching the latest episode of The Bachelor. Frost shows us that
women “of a certain age” need to take themselves seriously while remembering to laugh at
inappropriate things and that they can find meaning in life by relying on the power of curiosity.

what is the purple paint law: A Vector Space Approach to Geometry Melvin Hausner,
2018-10-17 A fascinating exploration of the correlation between geometry and linear algebra, this
text also offers elementary explanations of the role of geometry in other branches of math and
science. 1965 edition.

what is the purple paint law: Learn'n to Hunt'Em, Shoot'Em, Prepare'Em, Cook'Em
Cookbook forBeginning Hunters & Their Families Bob Swope, 2014-03-22

what is the purple paint law: The Laws of Contrast of Colour: and Their Application to
the Arts of Painting, Decoration of Buildings, Mosaic Work ... &c. Translated from the
French by John Spanton. Illustrated with Designs Michel Eugene CHEVREUL, 1857

what is the purple paint law: International Law's Objects Jessie Hohmann, Daniel Joyce,
2018 International law's rich existence in the world can be illuminated by its objects. International
law is often developed, conveyed, and authorized through its objects and/or their representation.
From the symbolic (the regalia of the head of state and the symbols of sovereignty), to the mundane
(a can of dolphin-safe tuna certified as complying with international trade standards), international
legal authority can be found in the objects around us. Similarly, the practice of international law
often relies on material objects or their image, both as evidence (satellite images, bones of the
victims of mass atrocities) and to found authority (for instance, maps and charts). This volume
considers these questions: firstly what might the study of international law through objects reveal?
What might objects, rather than texts, tell us about sources, recognition of states, construction of
territory, law of the sea, or international human rights law? Secondly, what might this scholarly
undertaking reveal about the objects-as aims or projects-of international law? How do objects reveal,
or perhaps mask, these aims, and what does this tell us about the reasons some (physical or
material) objects are foregrounded, and others hidden or ignored. Thirdly what objects, icons, and
symbols preoccupy the profession and academy? The personal selection of these objects by leading



and emerging scholars worldwide will illuminate the contemporary and historical fascinations of
international lawyers. By considering international law in the context of its material culture the
authors offer a new and exciting theoretical perspective on the subject. With an image of each object
reproduced in full colour, the book will make an engaging and interesting read for scholars,
practitioners, and students alike.

what is the purple paint law: The Chupacabra and the Bat Rastard Mark D. Trollinger,
2018-01-12 Carson Quinn, a down-on-his-luck former science teacher spends his days pensively
drinking in dive bars until a chance encounter with an old friend sends him on new adventures
rekindling a love for cryptozoology and an introduction into the world of craft beer. Will this
adventure send him in a new direction or put him out of his misery?

what is the purple paint law: The Laws of Contrast of Colour Michel Eugene Chevreul,
1857

what is the purple paint law: The Laws of Contrast and Colour Michel Eugene Chevreul, 1861

what is the purple paint law: Missouri Conservationist , 1997

what is the purple paint law: Forensic Science Jay A Siegel, Kathy Mirakovits, 2015-12-01
This new edition of Forensic Science: The Basics provides a fundamental background in forensic
science as well as criminal investigation and court testimony. It describes how various forms of data
are collected, preserved, and analyzed, and also explains how expert testimony based on the analysis
of forensic evidence is presented in court.The book

what is the purple paint law: Revised Statutes of the State of Missouri, 2000 Missouri,
2000

what is the purple paint law: A Digest of the United States Tariff and Customs Laws
Samuel Thomas Morgan, United States, William Henry Masson, Charles H. Morgan, 1895

what is the purple paint law: Update on the global status of legal limits on lead in paint,
December 2021 World Health Organization, 2022-09-30

what is the purple paint law: Forensic Science Kathy Mirakovits, Jay A Siegel, 2021-07-05
Forensic Science: The Basics, Fourth Edition is fully updated, building on the popularity of the prior
editions. The book provides a fundamental background in forensic science, criminal investigation
and court testimony. It describes how various forms of evidence are collected, preserved and
analyzed scientifically, and then presented in court based on the analysis of the forensic expert. The
book addresses knowledge of the natural and physical sciences, including biology and chemistry,
while introducing readers to the application of science to the justice system. New topics added to
this edition include coverage of the formation and work of the NIST Organization of Scientific Area
Committees (OSACs), new sections on forensic palynology (pollen), forensic taphonomy, the opioid
crisis, forensic genetics and genealogy, recent COVID-19 fraud schemes perpetrated by
cybercriminals, and a wholly new chapter on forensic psychology. Each chapter presents a set of
learning objectives, a mini glossary, and acronyms. While chapter topics and coverage flow logically,
each chapter can stand on its own, allowing for continuous or selected classroom reading and study.
Forensic Science, Fourth Edition is an ideal introductory textbook to present forensic science
principles and practices to students, including those with a basic science background without
requiring prior forensic science coursework.

what is the purple paint law: Things You Would Know If You Grew Up Around Here Nancy
Wayson Dinan, 2020-05-19 Set during the devastating Memorial Day floods in Texas, a surreal,
empathetic novel for readers of Station Eleven and The Age of Miracles. 2015. 18-year-old Boyd
Montgomery returns from her grandfather's wedding to find her friend [saac missing.
Drought-ravaged central Texas has been newly inundated with rain, and flash floods across the state
have begun to sweep away people, cars, and entire houses as every river breaks its banks. In the
midst of the rising waters, Boyd sets out across the ravaged back country. She is determined to
rescue her missing friend, and she's not alone in her quest: her neighbor, Carla, spots Boyd's boot
prints leading away from the safety of home and follows in her path. Hours later, her mother returns
to find Boyd missing, and she, too, joins the search. Boyd, Carla, and Lucy Maud know the land well.



They've lived in central Texas for their entire lives. But they have no way of knowing the fissure the
storm has opened along the back roads, no way of knowing what has been erased-and what has
resurfaced. As they each travel through the newly unfamiliar landscape, they discover the ghosts of
Texas past and present. Haunting and timely, Things You Would Know if You Grew Up Around Here
considers questions of history and empathy and brings a pre-apocalyptic landscape both foreign and
familiar to shockingly vivid life.
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