
what is southern studies
**What Is Southern Studies? Exploring the Heart of the American South**

What is southern studies, you might ask? At its core, southern studies is an interdisciplinary
academic field dedicated to exploring the culture, history, politics, and social dynamics of the
American South. This vibrant area of study goes far beyond simple geography; it delves into the
complexities of identity, tradition, conflict, and transformation that have shaped the southern United
States throughout centuries. Whether you’re curious about southern literature, music, race relations,
or historical legacies, southern studies offers a rich tapestry of insights into one of America’s most
distinct and influential regions.

The Origins and Evolution of Southern Studies

Southern studies emerged as a formal academic discipline in the mid-20th century, sparked by
scholars’ growing interest in understanding the South’s unique role in American history and culture.
Initially, much of the focus was on the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the South’s agrarian past.
However, over time, the field expanded to include a broad range of subjects such as civil rights
movements, southern literature, folklore, religion, and popular culture.

This evolution reflects an important shift. Southern studies no longer simply recounts the past but
actively engages with ongoing social and cultural changes. Today, it incorporates perspectives from
history, sociology, anthropology, literature, musicology, and political science, making it a truly
interdisciplinary endeavor.

Key Themes in Southern Studies

Several recurring themes help define what southern studies encompasses:

- **Race and Identity:** Understanding the legacy of slavery, segregation, and civil rights activism is
central to southern studies. The complex racial dynamics of the South continue to influence its politics
and culture.
- **Memory and History:** How the South remembers and interprets its past—through monuments,
storytelling, and education—offers profound insights into regional identity.
- **Culture and Expression:** From blues and jazz to southern gothic literature, southern studies
explores the rich cultural productions of the region.
- **Religion and Community:** The South is often called the “Bible Belt” for its deeply rooted religious
traditions, which are a vital part of its social fabric.
- **Politics and Economy:** Analyzing the South’s political shifts and economic development helps
explain contemporary challenges and opportunities.

Why Is Southern Studies Important?



Southern studies matters because the South has played a pivotal role in shaping American culture,
politics, and society. By studying this region in depth, scholars and enthusiasts alike gain a better
understanding of broader national issues, including race relations, social justice, migration, and
economic development.

Moreover, southern studies challenges stereotypes and simplistic narratives. The South is often
portrayed in media as either charmingly traditional or problematically regressive, but the reality is far
more nuanced. This academic field sheds light on the diversity and contradictions that coexist within
southern communities.

Southern Studies and Contemporary Issues

Southern studies doesn’t just dwell in the past; it actively engages with current social movements and
debates. For example, discussions about Confederate monuments, voting rights, and educational
curricula are all enriched by the historical and cultural context that southern studies provides.
Understanding the deep roots of these issues helps foster more informed and empathetic
conversations.

What Does Southern Studies Cover? A Closer Look at
the Disciplines Involved

One of the most fascinating aspects of southern studies is its interdisciplinary nature. Here’s a
glimpse at the various academic fields that contribute to a comprehensive understanding of the
South:

History

History forms the backbone of southern studies. Scholars examine everything from indigenous
histories and colonial times to the Civil War, Reconstruction, Jim Crow laws, and the civil rights era.
This historical perspective is crucial for grasping how the South’s past continues to influence its
present.

Literature and Arts

Southern literature is a vibrant field within southern studies. Writers like William Faulkner, Zora Neale
Hurston, Flannery O’Connor, and Toni Morrison provide windows into southern life, exploring themes
of identity, morality, and social change. The study of southern music—blues, country, gospel—also
reveals much about the region’s cultural heartbeat.



Sociology and Anthropology

These disciplines help unpack the social structures, family dynamics, religious practices, and
community rituals that define southern life. They also explore how migration, urbanization, and
globalization are reshaping the South today.

Political Science

The South’s political landscape has undergone dramatic transformations, especially in recent
decades. Southern studies examines voting patterns, party realignment, civil rights legislation, and
grassroots activism to understand these shifts.

How to Engage with Southern Studies

If you’re intrigued by what southern studies entails, there are many ways to dive deeper into the field:

- **Read Southern Literature:** Start with classics and contemporary works to get a feel for the
region’s storytelling traditions.
- **Explore Museums and Historical Sites:** Places like the National Civil Rights Museum or the
Mississippi Civil Rights Museum offer immersive experiences.
- **Attend Lectures or University Programs:** Many colleges offer courses or public talks related to
southern studies.
- **Listen to Southern Music:** Genres like blues, bluegrass, and southern rock capture the emotional
landscape of the South.
- **Follow Current Southern News and Issues:** Understanding how historical legacies shape current
events is key to appreciating the field.

Careers in Southern Studies

Southern studies isn’t just academic theory; it can also lead to exciting professional paths. Graduates
often pursue careers in education, museum curation, cultural preservation, journalism, public history,
and even politics. With the South’s growing economic and cultural influence, expertise in this area is
increasingly valuable.

The Future of Southern Studies

As the South continues to evolve, so too does the field of southern studies. Emerging topics include
the impact of technology, changing demographics, environmental issues, and the role of the South in
global contexts. By continually adapting and broadening its scope, southern studies remains a
dynamic and relevant area of inquiry.

In exploring what is southern studies, it becomes clear that this field offers much more than academic



knowledge. It provides a deeper appreciation for the complexities and contradictions that make the
American South such a compelling and vital region. Whether you’re a student, a traveler, or simply
curious, southern studies opens the door to a richer understanding of history, culture, and human
experience in the South.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Southern Studies?
Southern Studies is an interdisciplinary academic field that explores the history, culture, politics, and
society of the American South.

Which disciplines are included in Southern Studies?
Southern Studies incorporates history, literature, sociology, anthropology, political science, and
cultural studies to examine the American South.

Why is Southern Studies important?
Southern Studies is important because it provides insight into the unique cultural identity, historical
challenges, and social dynamics of the American South, influencing broader American history and
culture.

What topics are commonly explored in Southern Studies?
Common topics include race relations, civil rights, Southern literature, music, religion, agricultural
history, and the impact of slavery and segregation.

Where can I study Southern Studies?
Many universities in the United States, particularly in the South, offer Southern Studies programs or
concentrations, such as the University of Mississippi, University of North Carolina, and Emory
University.

How does Southern Studies differ from general American
Studies?
Southern Studies specifically focuses on the American South's distinct cultural, historical, and social
experiences, while American Studies covers the broader context of the entire United States.

What careers can a degree in Southern Studies lead to?
A degree in Southern Studies can lead to careers in academia, education, public history, museum
work, cultural preservation, writing, and nonprofit organizations focused on Southern culture and
history.



Additional Resources
Southern Studies: Exploring the Complex Fabric of the American South

what is southern studies is a question that opens a window into a rich, interdisciplinary field
dedicated to understanding the history, culture, politics, and social dynamics of the American South.
This academic discipline goes beyond mere geographic boundaries, delving into the intricate
narratives that have shaped the region’s identity from its colonial past to its contemporary realities.
Southern studies encompasses literature, history, sociology, anthropology, and even environmental
studies to provide a comprehensive examination of the South’s unique place within the broader
tapestry of the United States.

An Interdisciplinary Approach to Understanding the
South

At its core, southern studies is an area of scholarship that seeks to analyze the multifaceted nature of
the American South. It investigates how historical events, cultural expressions, social structures, and
political developments have intertwined to create a region often characterized by contrasts and
contradictions. As an academic discipline, southern studies draws on various fields—history,
literature, cultural studies, political science, and more—to offer a nuanced perspective that challenges
stereotypes and simplistic narratives about the South.

The field is notable for its emphasis on regional identity and memory, particularly how collective
histories—such as slavery, segregation, and the Civil Rights Movement—continue to influence
contemporary Southern society. Southern studies scholars often engage with themes of race, class,
gender, and economic change, recognizing that the South’s story is not monolithic but shaped by
diverse experiences and voices.

The Origins and Evolution of Southern Studies

The formal study of the American South emerged in the mid-20th century, as universities began
establishing dedicated programs and centers focused on the region. Early scholarship concentrated
heavily on the South’s antebellum period, the Civil War, and Reconstruction, reflecting broader
national interests in these pivotal moments. Over time, however, southern studies expanded to
incorporate cultural and social histories, including the exploration of Southern literature, music, and
folklore.

Institutions such as the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and the University of Mississippi
have been at the forefront of this academic movement, fostering interdisciplinary research and public
engagement. Today, southern studies programs often include courses on topics like Southern identity,
race relations, religion, and economic development, reflecting the evolving concerns and complexities
of the region.



Key Themes in Southern Studies

Understanding what is southern studies requires recognizing the key themes that dominate the field.
These themes serve as lenses through which scholars interpret the South’s past and present.

Race and Social Justice

Race is perhaps the most critical and contentious theme within southern studies. The legacy of
slavery, Jim Crow laws, and the ongoing struggle for civil rights remain central to understanding the
South’s social fabric. Scholars examine how racial dynamics have shaped political power structures,
cultural expressions, and social relations. This focus also includes the study of African American
literature, music genres like blues and jazz, and the role of activism in transforming Southern society.

Southern Identity and Culture

Southern studies delves deeply into the construction of Southern identity, exploring how traditions,
values, and cultural practices define the region. This includes an analysis of Southern hospitality,
religious practices, cuisine, and storytelling. The field often interrogates how myths about the “Old
South” coexist with realities of modernity and diversity, revealing tensions between nostalgia and
progress.

Political and Economic Transformations

The American South has undergone significant political and economic shifts, especially since the
mid-20th century. Southern studies investigates the rise of the “New South,” industrialization,
urbanization, and changes in political alignment, including the realignment of party politics in the
region. Economic disparities, rural poverty, and the impacts of globalization are also critical areas of
study.

Methodologies and Research in Southern Studies

Southern studies employs a variety of methodologies tailored to its interdisciplinary nature. Historical
analysis remains foundational, utilizing archival research, oral histories, and primary documents to
reconstruct the past. Literary criticism is also vital, unpacking the works of Southern authors who
have shaped cultural narratives.

Ethnographic and sociological methods enable scholars to understand contemporary social dynamics,
while political science approaches examine governance, policy, and electoral trends. Environmental
studies contribute insights into how the Southern landscape—from the Mississippi Delta to the
Appalachian Mountains—has influenced and been altered by human activity.



Examples of Southern Studies Research Topics

The role of the Civil Rights Movement in reshaping Southern society.

Analysis of Southern Gothic literature and its reflection of regional anxieties.

Economic impacts of deindustrialization on Southern cities.

Religious revivals and their influence on Southern politics.

Preservation of indigenous and African American cultural traditions.

The Impact and Relevance of Southern Studies Today

Southern studies is not confined to academia; it resonates deeply with broader cultural and political
conversations. As the South continues to evolve, grappling with issues like demographic shifts, social
justice, and economic development, southern studies provides critical insights that inform policy,
education, and community engagement.

The field encourages a reexamination of the South’s narrative, promoting a more inclusive
understanding that acknowledges both the struggles and achievements of its diverse populations. By
fostering dialogue about identity, memory, and change, southern studies plays an essential role in
shaping how the region—and the nation—understand their intertwined histories.

Moreover, southern studies contributes to tourism, heritage preservation, and cultural industries by
deepening appreciation for Southern art, music, and historical sites. This intersection between
scholarship and public life underscores the discipline’s dynamic and practical significance.

Exploring what is southern studies reveals a rich tapestry of inquiry centered on one of America’s
most complex and influential regions. Through its interdisciplinary lens, the field continues to
challenge assumptions, highlight marginalized voices, and illuminate the ongoing story of the
American South.

What Is Southern Studies

  what is southern studies: Keywords for Southern Studies Jennifer Rae Greeson, 2016-08-15
In Keywords for Southern Studies, editors Scott Romine and Jennifer Rae Greeson have compiled an
eclectic collection of new essays that address the fluidity of southern studies by adopting a
transnational, interdisciplinary focus. The essays are structured around critical terms pertinent both
to the field and to modern life in general. The nonbinary, nontraditional approach of Keywords
unmasks and refutes standard binary thinking—First World/Third World, self/other, for
instance—that postcolonial studies revealed as a flawed rhetorical structure for analyzing empire.

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-154/what-is-southern-studies.pdf


Instead, Keywords promotes a holistic way of thinking that begins with southern studies but extends
beyond.
  what is southern studies: Ecocriticism and the Future of Southern Studies Zackary Vernon,
2019-08-14 As the planet faces ever-worsening disruptions to global ecosystems—carbon and
chemical emissions, depletions of the ozone layer, the loss of biodiversity, rising sea levels, air
toxification, and worsening floods and droughts—scholars across academia must examine the
cultural effects of this increasingly postnatural world. That task proves especially vital for southern
studies, given how often the U.S. South serves as a site for large-scale damming initiatives like the
TVA, disasters on the scale of Hurricane Katrina and the Deepwater Horizon spill, and the extraction
of coal, oil, and natural gas. Ecocriticism and the Future of Southern Studies is the first book-length
collection of scholarship that applies interdisciplinary environmental humanities research to cultural
analyses of the U.S. South. Sixteen essays examine novels, nature writing, films, television, and
music that address a broad range of ecological topics related to the region, including climate
change, manmade and natural environments, the petroleum industry, food cultures, waterways,
natural and human-induced disasters, waste management, and the Anthropocene. Edited by Zackary
Vernon, this volume demonstrates how the greening of southern studies, in tandem with the
southernization of environmental studies, can catalyze alternative ways of understanding the
connections between regional and global cultures and landscapes. By addressing ecological issues
central to life throughout the South, Ecocriticism and the Future of Southern Studies considers the
confluence between region and environment, while also illustrating the growing need to see
environmental issues as matters of social justice.
  what is southern studies: The Routledge Handbook for Global South Studies on Subjectivities
Sebastian Thies, Susanne Goumegou, Georgina Cebey, 2024-05-09 The Routledge Handbook for
Global South Studies on Subjectivities provides a series of exemplary studies conjoining perspectives
from Asian, African, and Latin American Studies on subjectivity in the Global South as a central
category of social and cultural analysis. The contestation of the Northern myth of the autonomous
subject—the dispositive that contests subject formation in the South by describing it as fragmented,
incomplete, delayed or simply deviant, has been a cornerstone of theory production from the South
over the years. This volume’s contributions offer an interdisciplinary and transarea dialogue,
reframing issues of selfhood and alterity, of personhood, of the human, of the commons and
contesting the North’s presumption in determining what kind of subjectivities abide by its norms,
whose voices are heard, who is recognised as a subject, and, by extension, whose lives matter. In the
context of the shifting dynamics of today’s manifold crises, they raise questions regarding how
subjectivities act on or resist such forms of contestation, contingency, and indeterminacy. A major
contribution to the growing body of scholarship on the Global South, this handbook will be an
essential resource for students, scholars, researchers and instructors in literature, media and
culture studies, sociology, anthropology, philosophy, law, politics, visual arts and art history.
  what is southern studies: The North of the South Barbara Ladd, 2022-10
  what is southern studies: Minding the South John Shelton Reed, 2003 You're in the
American South now, a proud region with a distinctive history and culture. A place that echoes with
names like Thomas Jefferson and Robert E. Lee, Scarlett O'Hara and Uncle Remus, Martin Luther
King and William Faulkner, Billy Graham, Mahalia Jackson, Muhammad Ali, Elvis Presley. Home of
the country blues and country music, bluegrass and Dixieland jazz, gospel music and rock and roll.
Where menus offer both down-home biscuits and gravy and uptown shrimp and grits. Where
churches preach against cigarettes, whiskey, and wild, wild women (all Southern products) and
where American football is a religion. For more than thirty years John Shelton Reed has been
minding the South--watching over it, providing commentary upon it. He is the author or editor of
thirteen books about the South, and despite his disclaimer regarding formal study of Southern
history, Reed has read widely and in depth about the South. His primary focus is upon Southerners'
present-day culture and consciousness, but he knows that one must approach the South historically
in order to understand the place and its people. Why is the South so different from the rest of the



country? Rupert Vance, Reed's predecessor in sociology at Chapel Hill, once observed that the very
existence of the South is a triumph of history over geography and economics. The South has resisted
being assimilated by the larger United States and has kept a personality that is distinctly its
own.That is why Reed celebrates the South. His essays cover everything from great thinkers about
the South--Eugene D. Genovese, C. Vann Woodward, M. E. Bradford--to the uniqueness of a region
that was once a hotbed of racism, but has recently attracted hundreds of thousands of blacks
transplanted from the North. There are even a few chapters about Southerners who have devoted
their talents to different subjects altogether, from politics or soft drinks to rock and roll or the
design of silver jewelry. Reed writes with wit and Southern charm, never afraid to speak his mind,
even when it comes to taking his beloved South to task. While readers may not share all his opinions,
most will agree that John Shelton Reed is one of the best South watchers there is.
  what is southern studies: Where the New World Is Martyn Bone, 2018-01-15 Where the New
World Is assesses how fiction published since 1980 has resituated the U.S. South globally and how
earlier twentieth-century writing already had done so in ways traditional southern literary studies
tended to ignore. Martyn Bone argues that this body of fiction has, over the course of some eighty
years, challenged received readings and understandings of the U.S. South as a fixed place largely
untouched by immigration (or even internal migration) and economic globalization. The writers
discussed by Bone emphasize how migration and labor have reconfigured the region’s relation to the
nation and a range of transnational scales: hemispheric (Jamaica, the Bahamas, Haiti),
transatlantic/Black Atlantic (Denmark, England, Mauritania), and transpacific/global southern
(Australia, China, Vietnam). Writers under consideration include Zora Neale Hurston, Nella Larsen,
John Oliver Killens, Russell Banks, Erna Brodber, Cynthia Shearer, Ha Jin, Monique Truong, Lan
Cao, Toni Morrison, Peter Matthiessen, Dave Eggers, and Laila Lalami. The book also seeks to
resituate southern studies by drawing on theories of “scale” that originated in human geography. In
this way, Bone also offers a new paradigm in which the U.S. South is thoroughly engaged with a
range of other scales from the local to the global, making both literature about the region and
southern studies itself truly transnational in scope.
  what is southern studies: Southern Studies , 2013 An interdisciplinary journal of the South.
  what is southern studies: New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture, V. 17 Clarence L. Mohr,
Charles Wilson, 2011 The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture
  what is southern studies: Flashes of a Southern Spirit Charles Reagan Wilson, 2011-05-01
Flashes of a Southern Spirit explores meanings of the spirit in the American South, including
religious ecstasy and celebrations of regional character and distinctiveness.
  what is southern studies: The Dirty South , 2023-11-15 The Dirty South examines the shifting
significances of the South as a constructed, fantasized region in the American psyche, particularly
its frequent association with tropes of dirt that emphasize soil, garbage, trash, grit, litter, mud,
swamp water, slime, and pollution. Beginning with iconic works from the 1970s such as Deliverance
and The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, James A. Crank traces the image of a “dirty” South into the
twenty-first century to explore the social, political, and psychological effects of the region’s hold on
the imaginations of southerners and nonsoutherners alike. With a focus on media forms through
which southern identity gets articulated and questioned—including horror movies, Swamp Thing
comics, and popular music by artists such as Waylon Jennings and OutKast—The Dirty South probes
the sustained fascination with southern dirtiness while reflecting on its causes and consequences
since the end of the civil rights era. Highlighting the period from 1970 to 2020, during which the
South began to represent several new possible identities for the nation as a whole and for the area
itself, Crank considers the ways that southerners have used depictions of dirt to create and police
boundaries and to contest those boundaries. Each chapter pairs prominent literary or cultural texts
from the 1970s with more contemporary works, such as Jordan Peele’s film Get Out, which recycle
similar investments or, critically, challenge the inherent whiteness of the earlier images. By
historicizing fantasies of the region and connecting them to the first decades of the twenty-first
century, The Dirty South reveals that notions about southern dirtiness proliferate not because they



lend authenticity or relevancy to the U.S. South, but because they aid so conspicuously in the
zombified work of tethering investors (real and imagined) to a graveyard of ideas.
  what is southern studies: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture M. Thomas Inge,
Charles Reagan Wilson, 2014-02-01 Offering a comprehensive view of the South’s literary landscape,
past and present, this volume of The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture celebrates the region’s
ever-flourishing literary culture and recognizes the ongoing evolution of the southern literary canon.
As new writers draw upon and reshape previous traditions, southern literature has broadened and
deepened its connections not just to the American literary mainstream but also to world literatures
— a development thoughtfully explored in the essays here. Greatly expanding the content of the
literature section in the original Encyclopedia, this volume includes 31 thematic essays addressing
major genres of literature; theoretical categories, such as regionalism, the southern gothic, and
agrarianism; and themes in southern writing, such as food, religion, and sexuality. Most striking is
the fivefold increase in the number of biographical entries, which introduce southern novelists,
playwrights, poets, and critics. Special attention is given to contemporary writers and other
individuals who have not been widely covered in previous scholarship.
  what is southern studies: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Judith H. Bonner, Estill
Curtis Pennington, Charles Reagan Wilson, 2013-01-14 From the Potomac to the Gulf, artists were
creating in the South even before it was recognized as a region. The South has contributed to
America's cultural heritage with works as diverse as Benjamin Henry Latrobe's architectural plans
for the nation's Capitol, the wares of the Newcomb Pottery, and Richard Clague's tonalist Louisiana
bayou scenes. This comprehensive volume shows how, through the decades and centuries, the art of
the South expanded from mimetic portraiture to sophisticated responses to national and
international movements. The essays treat historic and current trends in the visual arts and
architecture, major collections and institutions, and biographies of artists themselves. As leading
experts on the region's artists and their work, editors Judith H. Bonner and Estill Curtis Pennington
frame the volume's contributions with insightful overview essays on the visual arts and architecture
in the American South.
  what is southern studies: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Nancy Bercaw, Ted
Ownby, 2014-02-01 This volume of The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture reflects the dramatic
increase in research on the topic of gender over the past thirty years, revealing that even the most
familiar subjects take on new significance when viewed through the lens of gender. The wide range
of entries explores how people have experienced, understood, and used concepts of womanhood and
manhood in all sorts of obvious and subtle ways. The volume features 113 articles, 65 of which are
entirely new for this edition. Thematic articles address subjects such as sexuality, respectability, and
paternalism and investigate the role of gender in broader subjects, including the civil rights
movement, country music, and sports. Topical entries highlight individuals such as Oprah Winfrey,
the Grimke sisters, and Dale Earnhardt, as well as historical events such as the capture of Jefferson
Davis in a woman's dress, the Supreme Court's decision in Loving v. Virginia, and the Memphis
sanitation workers' strike, with its slogan, I AM A MAN. Bringing together scholarship on gender
and the body, sexuality, labor, race, and politics, this volume offers new ways to view big questions
in southern history and culture.
  what is southern studies: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Larry J. Griffin, Peggy G.
Hargis, Charles Reagan Wilson, 2012-07-01 This volume of The New Encyclopedia of Southern
Culture offers a timely, authoritative, and interdisciplinary exploration of issues related to social
class in the South from the colonial era to the present. With introductory essays by J. Wayne Flynt
and by editors Larry J. Griffin and Peggy G. Hargis, the volume is a comprehensive, stand-alone
reference to this complex subject, which underpins the history of the region and shapes its future. In
58 thematic essays and 103 topical entries, the contributors explore the effects of class on all
aspects of life in the South--its role in Indian removal, the Civil War, the New Deal, and the civil
rights movement, for example, and how it has been manifested in religion, sports, country and
gospel music, and matters of gender. Artisans and the working class, indentured workers and



steelworkers, the Freedmen's Bureau and the Knights of Labor are all examined. This volume
provides a full investigation of social class in the region and situates class concerns at the center of
our understanding of Southern culture.
  what is southern studies: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Martin V. Melosi,
Charles Reagan Wilson, 2014-02-01 From semitropical coastal areas to high mountain terrain, from
swampy lowlands to modern cities, the environment holds a fundamental importance in shaping the
character of the American South. This volume of The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture surveys
the dynamic environmental forces that have shaped human culture in the region — and the ways
humans have shaped their environment. Articles examine how the South’s ecology, physiography,
and climate have influenced southerners — not only as a daily fact of life but also as a metaphor for
understanding culture and identity. This volume includes ninety-eight essays that explore — both
broadly and specifically — elements of the southern environment. Thematic overviews address
subjects such as plants, animals, energy use and development, and natural disasters. Shorter topical
entries feature familiar species such as the alligator, the ivory-billed woodpecker, kudzu, and the
mockingbird. Also covered are important individuals in southern environmental history and
prominent places in the landscape, such as the South’s national parks and seashores. New articles
cover contemporary issues in land use and conservation, environmental protection, and the current
status of the flora and fauna widely associated with the South.
  what is southern studies: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Clarence L. Mohr,
Charles Reagan Wilson, 2011-05-16 Offering a broad, up-to-date reference to the long history and
cultural legacy of education in the American South, this timely volume of The New Encyclopedia of
Southern Culture surveys educational developments, practices, institutions, and politics from the
colonial era to the present. With over 130 articles, this book covers key topics in education,
including academic freedom; the effects of urbanization on segregation, desegregation, and
resegregation; African American and women’s education; and illiteracy. These entries, as well as
articles on prominent educators, such as Booker T. Washington and C. Vann Woodward, and major
southern universities, colleges, and trade schools, provide an essential context for understanding the
debates and battles that remain deeply imbedded in southern education. Framed by Clarence Mohr’s
historically rich introductory overview, the essays in this volume comprise a greatly expanded and
thoroughly updated survey of the shifting southern education landscape and its development over
the span of four centuries.
  what is southern studies: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Glenn Hinson,
William Ferris, Charles Reagan Wilson, 2010-01-01 Southern folklife is the heart of southern culture.
Looking at traditional practices still carried on today as well as at aspects of folklife that are
dynamic and emergent, contributors to this volume of The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture
examine a broad range of folk traditions. Moving beyond the traditional view of folklore that situates
it in historical practice and narrowly defined genres, entries in this volume demonstrate how folklife
remains a vital part of communities' self-definitions. Fifty thematic entries address subjects such as
car culture, funerals, hip-hop, and powwows. In 56 topical entries, contributors focus on more
specific elements of folklife, such as roadside memorials, collegiate stepping, quinceanera
celebrations, New Orleans marching bands, and hunting dogs. Together, the entries demonstrate
that southern folklife is dynamically alive and everywhere around us, giving meaning to the everyday
unfolding of community life.
  what is southern studies: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Harvey H. Jackson III,
Charles Reagan Wilson, 2014-02-01 What southerners do, where they go, and what they expect to
accomplish in their spare time, their leisure, reveals much about their cultural values, class and
racial similarities and differences, and historical perspectives. This volume of The New Encyclopedia
of Southern Culture offers an authoritative and readable reference to the culture of sports and
recreation in the American South, surveying the various activities in which southerners engage in
their nonwork hours, as well as attitudes surrounding those activities. Seventy-four thematic essays
explore activities from the familiar (porch sitting and fairs) to the essential (football and stock car



racing) to the unusual (pool checkers and a sport called fireballing). In seventy-seven topical entries,
contributors profile major sites associated with recreational activities (such as Dollywood, drive-ins,
and the Appalachian Trail) and prominent sports figures (including Althea Gibson, Michael Jordan,
Mia Hamm, and Hank Aaron). Taken together, the entries provide an engaging look at the ways
southerners relax, pass time, celebrate, let loose, and have fun.
  what is southern studies: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture James W. Ely Jr.,
Bradley G. Bond, Charles Reagan Wilson, 2014-02-01 Volume 10 of The New Encyclopedia of
Southern Culture combines two of the sections from the original edition, adding extensive updates
and 53 entirely new articles. In the law section of this volume, 16 longer essays address broad
concepts ranging from law schools to family law, from labor relations to school prayer. The 43
topical entries focus on specific legal cases and individuals, including historical legal professionals,
parties from landmark cases, and even the fictional character Atticus Finch, highlighting the roles
these individuals have played in shaping the identity of the region. The politics section includes 34
essays on matters such as Reconstruction, social class and politics, and immigration policy. New
essays reflect the changing nature of southern politics, away from the one-party system long known
as the “solid South” to the lively two-party politics now in play in the region. Seventy shorter topical
entries cover individual politicians, political thinkers, and activists who have made significant
contributions to the shaping of southern politics.
  what is southern studies: The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture Melissa Walker,
James C. Cobb, Charles Reagan Wilson, 2014-02-01 Volume 11 of The New Encyclopedia of Southern
Culture examines the economic culture of the South by pairing two categories that account for the
ways many southerners have made their living. In the antebellum period, the wealth of southern
whites came largely from agriculture that relied on the forced labor of enslaved blacks. After
Reconstruction, the South became attractive to new industries lured by the region's ongoing
commitment to low-wage labor and management-friendly economic policies. Throughout the volume,
articles reflect the breadth and variety of southern life, paying particular attention to the region's
profound economic transformation in recent decades. The agricultural section consists of 25
thematic entries that explore issues such as Native American agricultural practices, plantations, and
sustainable agriculture. Thirty-eight shorter pieces cover key crops of the region--from tobacco to
Christmas trees--as well as issues of historic and emerging interest--from insects and insecticides to
migrant labor. The section on industry and commerce contains 13 thematic entries in which
contributors address topics such as the economic impact of military bases, resistance to
industrialization, and black business. Thirty-six topical entries explore particular industries, such as
textiles, timber, automobiles, and banking, as well as individuals--including Henry W. Grady and Sam
M. Walton--whose ideas and enterprises have helped shape the modern South.
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