three riddles a jewish folktale

Three Riddles: A Jewish Folktale and the Wisdom Behind Them

three riddles a jewish folktale often serve as more than just playful
puzzles; they are gateways into deep cultural wisdom and moral lessons passed
down through generations. Jewish folklore is rich with stories where riddles
challenge the mind, encourage ethical reflection, and reveal the values
cherished by the community. One particularly captivating tale revolves around
three riddles posed to a king, each demanding insight beyond surface-level
thinking. This folktale not only entertains but also invites us to
contemplate themes of justice, humility, and the nature of true wisdom.

In this article, we’ll explore the story of the three riddles a Jewish
folktale is known for, delve into the meanings behind each puzzle, and
consider what they reveal about Jewish cultural heritage. Along the way,
we’ll touch on related themes such as the role of storytelling in Jewish
tradition, the significance of riddles in folklore worldwide, and how these
age-old puzzles continue to inspire curious minds today.

The Tale of the Three Riddles: An Overview

The story goes that a wise and fair king faced a challenge: his kingdom
needed someone who could demonstrate true wisdom and discernment. To find
such a person, he devised a test involving three riddles. These riddles were
not merely intellectual exercises; they were designed to probe the character,
insight, and moral compass of the one who answered them.

The king summoned many scholars and advisors, but none could answer all three
riddles correctly. Eventually, a humble traveler arrived, someone who seemed
ordinary yet possessed a sharp, intuitive mind. The traveler’s responses
impressed the king and the court, revealing not only intelligence but also
profound understanding of human nature. This story, handed down through
Jewish folklore, highlights the belief that wisdom is accessible to all who
listen and think deeply, not just the learned elite.

The First Riddle: What is the Fastest Thing in the
World?

The first riddle posed to the traveler was: "What is the fastest thing in the
world?" Many expected answers like the wind, lightning, or the arrow. These
are common responses in various cultures’ folk tales, often symbolizing speed
and power.

However, the traveler’s answer was different. He said, “The fastest thing in



the world is the eye, for it can see everything in an instant.” This response
shifts the focus from physical speed to perception and awareness. It suggests
that true quickness comes from how swiftly one can observe and understand,
not simply how fast something moves.

This riddle encourages us to appreciate the power of observation and the
mind’s ability to process information rapidly. In Jewish tradition, the

concept of “ayin” (eye) also holds symbolic meaning, often representing

insight and divine vision. The answer reminds us that wisdom starts with
seeing clearly and attentively.

The Second Riddle: What is the Heaviest Thing in the
World?

Next came the question: "What is the heaviest thing in the world?" Answers
like mountains, gold, or the earth itself might come to mind. Yet, the
traveler replied, “The heaviest thing in the world is a person’s heart
burdened with worry.”

This metaphorical answer emphasizes emotional and spiritual weight over
physical mass. It reflects a profound understanding of human suffering — that
anxiety and sorrow can feel heavier than any tangible object.

In Jewish storytelling, the heart (“lev”) often symbolizes the seat of
emotions and conscience. The traveler’s insight points toward empathy and the
importance of alleviating others’ burdens. It also underscores how inner
struggles can be invisible yet deeply impactful.

The Third Riddle: What is the Most Important Thing
in the World?

The final riddle asked: "What is the most important thing in the world?"
Common answers might include life, love, or power. The traveler’s answer,
however, was simple yet profound: “The most important thing in the world is
kindness.”

This conclusion ties the previous riddles together and reveals the core
lesson of the tale. Kindness, or “chesed” in Hebrew, is a foundational value
in Jewish ethics. It is the force that lightens the heaviest heart and
enriches the fastest eye’s perception with compassion.

By choosing kindness as the ultimate answer, the folktale teaches that wisdom
is not just about intelligence or strength but about how we treat others. It
elevates moral character above all else.



The Role of Riddles in Jewish Folklore and
Culture

Riddles have long been a beloved form of storytelling in Jewish tradition.
They serve multiple purposes:

e Educational Tool: Riddles engage listeners, especially children,
encouraging critical thinking and learning through play.

e Moral Instruction: Many riddles carry ethical lessons, teaching values
such as honesty, patience, and humility.

e Preservation of Wisdom: Through riddles, complex ideas are condensed
into memorable, accessible forms, making it easier to pass wisdom across
generations.

Jewish folktales often blend humor, mystery, and spirituality, making them
powerful vehicles for cultural identity and continuity. The three riddles a
Jewish folktale typically includes are emblematic of this tradition,
combining cleverness with heartfelt truth.

Why These Riddles Still Resonate Today

In a modern context, the three riddles from this Jewish folktale remain
relevant because they challenge us to look beyond superficial answers. In a
fast-paced world obsessed with speed and material success, the reminder that
perception, emotional well-being, and kindness are paramount is refreshing
and necessary.

Moreover, the story encourages humility. The traveler, an ordinary person,
outwits scholars and nobles by valuing wisdom grounded in everyday human
experience rather than academic knowledge alone. This democratization of
wisdom resonates with contemporary values of inclusivity and empathy.

For anyone interested in Jewish culture, literature, or philosophy, these
riddles provide a fascinating glimpse into how ancient stories can still
inform our understanding of life’'s priorities. They also inspire us to bring
a thoughtful and compassionate approach to problem-solving and relationships.

Exploring Similar Themes in Other Jewish



Folktales

The motif of riddles appears frequently in Jewish storytelling. For example,
tales of King Solomon, renowned for his wisdom, often feature riddles or
paradoxes that reveal moral truths. Like the three riddles a Jewish folktale
presents, these stories emphasize discernment, justice, and the importance of
looking beneath the surface.

Another recurring theme is the value of humility and kindness over wealth or
power, echoing the lessons embedded in the riddles. These narratives
collectively illustrate a worldview where intellectual prowess is intertwined
with ethical responsibility.

Tips for Using Folktale Riddles in Learning and
Reflection

If you're intrigued by the three riddles a Jewish folktale offers, here are
some ways to engage with them personally or in educational settings:

1. Discuss the Meanings: After reading each riddle, pause to consider what
the answer suggests about life and human nature.

2. Compare with Other Cultures: Explore similar riddles from different
traditions to see common human concerns expressed in unique ways.

3. Create Your Own Riddles: Encourage creativity by crafting riddles that
reflect your values or experiences.

4. Apply Lessons Practically: Reflect on how the ideas of perception,
emotional burdens, and kindness influence your daily interactions.

Engaging actively with these folktale riddles can deepen understanding and
appreciation of Jewish heritage, while also enriching personal growth.

The story of the three riddles a Jewish folktale tells is more than a simple
puzzle challenge—it is a timeless invitation to seek wisdom in seeing
clearly, carrying compassion, and acting kindly. These ancient questions
continue to spark curiosity and inspire thoughtful reflection, connecting us
to a vibrant tradition of storytelling that celebrates the human spirit.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the Jewish folktale
'Three Riddles'?

The central theme of the Jewish folktale 'Three Riddles' is wisdom and
cleverness, often highlighting the importance of intelligence and insight in
overcoming challenges.

What role do the three riddles play in the folktale?

The three riddles serve as tests or challenges that the protagonist must
solve, demonstrating their wit and problem-solving abilities.

How does 'Three Riddles' reflect Jewish cultural
values?

The folktale reflects Jewish cultural values such as the respect for
knowledge, the power of cleverness, and the importance of justice and
fairness.

Are there different versions of the 'Three Riddles'
folktale in Jewish tradition?

Yes, like many folktales, 'Three Riddles' has multiple variations across
different Jewish communities, each with unique riddles and moral lessons.

What lessons can readers learn from the 'Three
Riddles' folktale?

Readers can learn the value of thinking critically, the importance of
perseverance, and how intellect can be used to solve problems and navigate
life's difficulties.

Who is typically the protagonist in the 'Three
Riddles' story?

The protagonist is often a clever and resourceful individual, such as a
common person or a wise figure, who uses their intelligence to solve the
riddles.

How 1s humor used in the 'Three Riddles' Jewish
folktale?

Humor is often woven into the story through witty answers to the riddles and
playful interactions, making the folktale entertaining while imparting



wisdom.

Additional Resources
Three Riddles: A Jewish Folktale Explored

three riddles a jewish folktale serves as a captivating entry point into the
rich tradition of Jewish storytelling, where wisdom, morality, and cultural
heritage intertwine. This particular folktale, often recounted in various
versions across Eastern European Jewish communities, revolves around the
challenge of solving three enigmatic riddles posed by a sage or a king. The
narrative is more than mere entertainment; it reflects the values,
intellectual rigor, and spiritual depth embedded within Jewish folklore.

The tale’s enduring popularity makes it a subject of interest not only for
cultural historians but also for educators, literary analysts, and
enthusiasts of religious narratives. By delving into the origins, thematic
elements, and the symbolic meaning of the riddles themselves, one gains a
fuller appreciation of how Jewish folktales function as vessels for tradition
and identity.

Historical and Cultural Context of the Three
Riddles

Jewish folktales have long served as vehicles for imparting ethical lessons,
historical memory, and communal values. The motif of riddles in Jewish
folklore is particularly significant because it underscores the tradition’s
reverence for knowledge and wisdom. The “three riddles” story is a classic
example, often attributed to shtetl life in Eastern Europe where oral
storytelling was a central feature of cultural transmission.

Historically, riddles functioned as a form of intellectual exercise in Jewish
communities. They were not merely puzzles but tools to provoke deeper
reflection on life’s mysteries and moral questions. This aligns with the
Talmudic tradition, where questioning and debate are fundamental. The three
riddles in the folktale typically test the protagonist’s insight, humility,
and connection to Jewish values.

The Structure of the Folktale and its Symbolism

The narrative structure generally follows a familiar pattern:

1. A figure of authority (often a king or a wise man) poses three riddles
to a protagonist, usually a humble individual such as a poor man or a



scholar.

2. The riddles themselves are metaphorical, each symbolizing a particular
aspect of human experience or divine truth.

3. The protagonist’s success in solving the riddles leads to reward or
recognition, symbolizing the triumph of wisdom and virtue.

Each riddle is carefully crafted to encapsulate a complex idea in simple
terms. For instance, one riddle might concern the nature of happiness,
another the essence of justice, and a third the meaning of life. These themes
resonate deeply within Jewish thought, reflecting a holistic worldview that
integrates ethics, spirituality, and human experience.

Examples of the Three Riddles

While variations exist, a commonly cited trio of riddles in this folktale
includes:

e What is the fastest thing in the world? The answer often given is
“thought” or “wind,” emphasizing the intangible and swift nature of
ideas and spirit.

* What is the heaviest thing? Commonly answered as “the heart” or “a

promise,” highlighting the emotional weight and moral responsibility

individuals bear.

e What is the most valuable thing in the world? Often, the answer is
“friendship” or “faith,” underscoring the importance of relationships
and belief systems in human life.

These riddles serve as allegories, each prompting reflection on a core human
truth. The answers are less about factual accuracy and more about
philosophical insight, which is a hallmark of Jewish parables.

Analyzing the Themes and Educational Value of
the Folktale

The “three riddles” folktale is not only a narrative delight but also an
educational tool. Its themes intersect with key Jewish values such as wisdom
(Chokhmah), understanding (Binah), and fear of God (Yirah). The riddles
encourage audiences to engage in critical thinking and ethical contemplation.



Wisdom and Intellectual Tradition

Jewish culture has historically esteemed learning and inquiry. This folktale
exemplifies how intellectual challenges like riddles were integrated into
communal life. The story encourages listeners to look beyond surface-level
answers and to seek deeper meanings, a practice mirrored in the study of
Torah and Talmud.

Ethics and Morality

Each riddle’s solution reflects a moral lesson. For example, equating the
heaviest thing with the heart or a promise places emphasis on emotional
integrity and accountability. This aligns with the Jewish emphasis on ethical
conduct and social responsibility.

Social and Spiritual Connections

The final riddle often points to friendship or faith as the most valuable,
reinforcing community bonds and spiritual commitment. It suggests that
material wealth pales in comparison to these intangible assets, a message
consistent with Jewish teachings on communal solidarity and trust in divine
providence.

Comparisons with Other Cultural Riddle
Traditions

Riddles are a universal narrative element found across cultures, but the
Jewish “three riddles” folktale is distinguished by its integration of
spiritual and ethical dimensions. Unlike some riddles that focus solely on
cleverness or linguistic trickery, these riddles emphasize philosophical and
moral insights.

For instance, the Anglo-Saxon “Riddle of the Exeter Book” or the Greek
riddles of the Sphinx prioritize enigma and danger. In contrast, the Jewish
folktale uses riddles as constructive tools to teach and uplift, reflecting
the community’s values of education and moral growth.

Pros and Cons of Riddles in Folktales

e Pros: Riddles stimulate critical thinking, preserve cultural heritage,
and engage audiences emotionally and intellectually.



e Cons: The abstract nature of riddles can sometimes alienate younger or
less-educated listeners if not explained contextually.

Nevertheless, the enduring transmission of the “three riddles” story attests
to its adaptability and appeal across generations.

The Role of Storytelling in Preserving Jewish
Identity

The “three riddles a jewish folktale” exemplifies how storytelling functions
as a cornerstone of Jewish cultural resilience. Folktales encapsulate
community histories, values, and worldviews, allowing continuity in the face
of diaspora and adversity.

Storytelling sessions often occurred in intimate, communal settings,
fostering transmission of language, ethics, and collective memory. The
intellectual challenge posed by the riddles also mirrored the community’s
commitment to lifelong learning and dialogue.

In modern times, this folktale has been adapted into various
formats—children’s books, theater performances, and educational
curricula—ensuring its relevance and accessibility. Such adaptations
highlight the folktale’'s flexibility and its role in connecting past and
present Jewish experiences.

The fascination with “three riddles a jewish folktale” continues, not only
for its narrative charm but for its capacity to provoke reflection on
universal human themes through the lens of Jewish tradition. Through the
interplay of mystery and meaning, this folktale remains a vibrant testament
to the power of storytelling in shaping identity and wisdom.

Three Riddles A Jewish Folktale

three riddles a jewish folktale: The Three Riddles Nina Jaffe, 1994-03-01 Here is the clever
tale of three men who are puzzled by the riddles of a king. It takes a wise girl to answer the riddles
in this Jewish folktale illustrated with a color picture book.

three riddles a jewish folktale: Rachel the Clever and Other Jewish Folktales , 1993 A
collection of Jewish tales from the Talmud and the Jewish communities of Europe, Asia, and North
Africa includes versions of Cinderella and King Midas, stories of ghosts and golems, moral tales,
stories of the Wise Men of Chelm, and riddles

three riddles a jewish folktale: The Jewish Story Finder Sharon Barcan Elswit, 2012-08-10
Storytelling, as oral tradition and in writing, has long played a central role in Jewish society. Family,
educators, and clergy employ stories to transmit Jewish culture, traditions, and values. This
comprehensive bibliography identifies 668 Jewish folktales by title and subject, summarizing plot
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lines for easy access to the right story for any occasion. Some centuries old and others freshly
imagined, the tales include animal fables, supernatural yarns, and anecdotes for festivals and
holidays. Themes include justice, community, cause and effect, and mitzvahs, or good deeds. This
second edition nearly doubles the number of stories and expands the guide's global reach, with new
pieces from Turkey, Morocco, Libya, Tunisia, and Chile. Subject cross-references and a glossary
complete the volume, a living tool for understanding the ever-evolving world of Jewish folklore.

three riddles a jewish folktale: Types and Motifs of the Judeo-Spanish Folktales Pbdirect
Reginetta Haboucha, 2021-02-25 This monumental book, first published in 1992, represents a major
contribution to Sephardic and Hispanic studies as well as to comparative folklore scholarship in a
worldwide perspective. After many years of fieldwork and extensive archival investigations in Spain,
Israel and the United States, the author has brought together and analysed a massive body of
primary sources. This is the first collection of Sephardic narratives offered to the English-speaking
reader, and constitutes an important addition to the understanding of Sephardic cultural tradition.

three riddles a jewish folktale: Encyclopedia of Jewish Folklore and Traditions Raphael Patai,
2015-03-26 This multicultural reference work on Jewish folklore, legends, customs, and other
elements of folklife is the first of its kind.

three riddles a jewish folktale: A Sampler of Jewish-American Folklore Josepha Sherman,
1992 In this American Folklore Series volume, Josepha Sherman presents the rich and varied
folklore of the American Jew. This affectionate and unflinching examination of the traditions of
American Jews offers insights for expert and casual students of folklore and makes an ideal gift for
anyone interested in the origins of Jewish culture. Includes line drawings, collection notes, motif
index, and bibliography.

three riddles a jewish folktale: The Hungry Clothes and Other Jewish Folktales , 2008 A
collection of classic Jewish folktales which emphasize values and moral lessons, each with an
introduction that places it in context with other Jewish teachings.

three riddles a jewish folktale: The Oxford Handbook of Jewish Studies Martin Goodman,
Jeremy Cohen, David Sorkin, 2002 This volume on Jewish studies presents surveys of today's
interests and directions in the humanities and social sciences. It covers the main areas taught and
researched as part of Jewish studies in universities throughout the world, especially in Europe, the
US, and Israel.

three riddles a jewish folktale: Explorations with Young Children Anne W. Mitchell, Judy
David, 1992 From the Bank Street College, an approach to designing a curriculum which meets
children's needs.

three riddles a jewish folktale: Folktales of the Jews, V. 3 (Tales from Arab Lands) Dan
Ben Amos, 2011-05-01 Thanks to these generous donors for making the publication of the books in
this series possible: Lloyd E. Cotsen; The Maurice Amado Foundation; National Endowment for the
Humanities; and the National Foundation for Jewish Culture Tales from Arab Lands presents tales
from North Africa, Yemen, Lebanon, Syria, and Iraq in the latest volume of the most important
collection of Jewish folktales ever published. This is the third book in the multi-volume series in the
tradition of Louis Ginzberg?s timeless classic, Legends of the Jews. The tales here and the others in
this series have been selected from the Israel Folktale Archives (IFA), named in Honor of Dov Noy,
at The University of Haifa, a treasure house of Jewish lore that has remained largely unavailable to
the entire world until now. Since the creation of the State of Israel, the IFA has collected more than
20,000 tales from newly arrived immigrants, long-lost stories shared by their families from around
the world. The tales come from the major ethno-linguistic communities of the Jewish world and are
representative of a wide variety of subjects and motifs, especially rich in Jewish content and context.
Each of the tales is accompanied by in-depth commentary that explains the tale's cultural, historical,
and literary background and its similarity to other tales in the IFA collection, and extensive scholarly
notes. There is also an introduction that describes the culture and its folk narrative tradition, a world
map of the areas covered, illustrations, biographies of the collectors and narrators, tale type and
motif indexes, a subject index, and a comprehensive bibliography. Until the establishment of the IFA,




we had had only limited access to the wide range of Jewish folk narratives. Even in Israel, the
gathering place of the most wide-ranging cross-section of world Jewry, these folktales have
remained largely unknown. Many of the communities no longer exist as cohesive societies in their
representative lands; the Holocaust, migration, and changes in living styles have made the
continuation of these tales impossible. This series is a monument to a rich but vanishing oral
tradition. This series is a monument to a rich but vanishing oral tradition.

three riddles a jewish folktale: Studies in Jewish and World Folklore Haim Schwarzbaum,
2015-09-25 No detailed description available for Studies in Jewish and World Folklore.

three riddles a jewish folktale: The Genius of the Jewish Joke Arthur Asa Berger, 2017-07-12
The Genius of the Jewish Joke focuses on what is distinctive and unusual about Jewish jokes and
Jewish humor. Jewish humor is humor by Jews and about Jews, in whatever medium this humor is
found. Jokes are defined as short stories, meant to amuse, with a punch line, though Jewish humor
exists in many other forms—riddles, comic definitions, parodies—as well. The book makes a radical
suggestion about the origin of Jewish humor—namely, that Sarah and Abraham's relation to God,
and the name of their son Isaac (which, in Hebrew, means laughter), recognizes a special affinity in
Jews for humor. Abraham does not sacrifice Isaac (humor) and, thus, humor and the Jews are linked
early in Jewish history. Berger discusses techniques of humor and how they can be used to analyze
jokes. He also compares Old World Jewish Humor—the humor of the shtetl, with its fabulous
schlemiels, schlimazels, schnorrers, and other characters—and New World Humor—the humor of
Jewish doctors, lawyers, accountants, and other professional types living mostly in the suburbs
nowadays. Jewish humor is contrasted with other forms of ethnic humor, such as Polish jokes and
Italian American jokes. This humor, in addition to providing pleasure, reveals a great deal about
Jewish character and culture and, in addition, the human condition. Now available with a new
introduction by the author, The Genius of the Jewish Joke is an entertaining and informative inquiry
into Jewish humor that explores its distinctiveness, its unique spirit, and its role in Jewish identity.

three riddles a jewish folktale: The Basic Beliefs of Judaism Lawrence ]J. Epstein,
2013-08-22 One of the oldest monotheistic religions known to humankind, Judaism has withstood the
tests of time. So what exactly are the tenets of this ancient faith that have been passed down over
the millennia, and how do they apply to our lives in the 21st century? The Basic Beliefs of Judaism
gives an updated overview of the belief system on which the Jewish faith is based. Epstein takes a
contemporary point of view, looking at how the basic beliefs of Judaism fit into the lives of modern
Jews. He does this with an eye toward helping the reader form his/her own understanding of
Judaism. The book touches upon beliefs relating to creation, God, and the cosmos, as well as beliefs
relating to day-to-day issues of family relations, social interactions, and ethics. Epstein draws from
the Torah, the Talmud, Jewish folklore, and Jewish history to give the reader an understanding of
how these beliefs were formed and have continued to evolve.

three riddles a jewish folktale: The Power of a Tale Haya Bar-Itzhak, Idit Pintel-Ginsberg,
2019-11-11 Scholars and students interested in Jewish folklore and literature will appreciate this
diverse collection as well as readers interested in Jewish and Israeli culture.

three riddles a jewish folktale: Children's Books in Print , 1993

three riddles a jewish folktale: Dark Riddle Yirmiyahu Yovel, 1998 A unique analysis of the
conflicting views toward Judaism reflected in the work of German philosophers Hegel and Nietzsche.
Through his masterly analysis of the writings of both men, Yirmiyahu Yovel shows that anti-Jewish
prejudice can exist alongside a philosophy of reason, while a philosophy of power must not
necessarily be anti-Semitic.

three riddles a jewish folktale: Untying the Knot Galit Hasan-Rokem, David Shulman,
1996-11-28 This book collects eighteen previously unpublished essays on the riddle--a genre of
discourse found in virtually every human culture. Hasan-Rokem and Shulman have drawn these
essays from a variety of cultural perspectives and disciplines; linguists, anthropologists, folklorists,
and religion and literature scholars consider riddling practices in Hebrew, Finnish, Indian
languages, Chinese, and classical Greek. The authors seek to understand the peculiar expressive



power of the riddle, and the cultural logic of its particular uses; they scrutinize the riddle's logical
structure and linguistic strategies, as well as its affinity to neighboring genres such as enigmas,
puzzles, oracular prophecy, proverbs, and dreams. In this way, they begin to answer how riddles
relate to the conceptual structures of a particular culture, and how they come to represent a
culture's cosmology or cognitive map of the world. More importantly, these essays reveal the human
need for symbolic ordering--riddles being one such form of cultural ritual.

three riddles a jewish folktale: The Hebrew Folktale Eli Yassif, 2009-04-16 The most
comprehensive account of its subject now available, this impressive study lives up to the
encyclopedic promise of its title. -- Choice The Hebrew Folktale seeks to find and define the
folk-elements of Jewish culture. Through the use of generic distinctions and definitions developed in
folkloristics, Yassif describes the major trends -- structural, thematic, and functional -- of folk
narrative in the central periods of Jewish culture.

three riddles a jewish folktale: In a Glass Grimmly Adam Gidwitz, 2012-09-27 From the
Newbery Honor-winning, New York Times bestselling author of The Inquisitor's Tale. If you dare,
join Jack and Jill as they embark on a harrowing quest through a new set of tales from the Brothers
Grimm, Hans Christian Andersen, and others. Follow along as they enter startling new landscapes
that may (or may not) be scary, bloody, terrifying, and altogether true in this hair-raising companion
to Adam Gidwitz's widely acclaimed, award-winning debut, A Tale Dark & Grimm. An Oprah Kids’
Reading List Pick A Publishers Weekly Best New Book of the Week Pick For more twisted tales look
for A Tale Dark & Grimm and The Grimm Conclusion

three riddles a jewish folktale: The Heart is a Mirror Tamar Alexander-Frizer, 2008 In part 1,
Alexander-Frizer investigates the relationship between folk literature and group identity via the
stories' connection to Hebrew canonical sources, their historical connection to the land of origin,
their treatment of prominent family members and historical events, and their connection to the
surrounding culture in the lands of the Spanish Diaspora. Part 2 contains an analysis of several
important genres and subgenres present in the folktales, including legends, ethical tales, fairy tales,
novellas, and humorous tales. Finally, in part 3, Alexander-Frizer discusses the art of storytelling,
introducing the theatrical and rhetorical aspects of Sephardic folktales, such as the storyteller, the
audience, and the circumstances of time and place.--BOOK JACKET.
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