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The Thorn by William Wordsworth Analysis: Exploring Themes, Symbolism, and Emotional Depth

the thorn by william wordsworth analysis opens the door to a poignant and haunting poem that
delves deep into themes of loss, trauma, and the fragility of childhood innocence. William
Wordsworth, one of the central figures of the Romantic movement, is celebrated for his ability to
evoke the natural world alongside complex human emotions. In "The Thorn," Wordsworth takes a
darker, more tragic turn compared to his usual pastoral and celebratory tone, making this poem ripe
for a detailed exploration.

This article will walk you through an insightful examination of "The Thorn," unpacking its narrative,
symbols, and emotional layers to understand why it remains a compelling piece in Wordsworth’s
oeuvre. Whether you're a student preparing for an exam or simply a poetry enthusiast, this analysis
will help illuminate the poem’s subtle power and enduring relevance.

Understanding the Narrative of The Thorn

At its core, "The Thorn" presents a narrative that is both simple and deeply unsettling. The poem tells
the story of a young girl named Martha Ray, who suffers a profound loss and is haunted by the
tragedy surrounding her family. Wordsworth uses a third-person narrator who encounters Martha,
leading to a chilling recount of the past events that transformed her life forever.

The Tragic Backstory

Martha’s story is one of sorrow and alienation. Her mother died under mysterious and tragic
circumstances, and her father, overwhelmed by grief, is implied to have taken his own life. Martha
herself is marked by this trauma, living as an outcast and constantly returning to the thorn bush—a
symbolic and physical focal point in the poem.

This narrative structure is typical of Wordsworth’s interest in personal history and emotional pain, but
here it’s presented with a stark intensity that contrasts with his often gentle and reflective style.

The Role of the Narrator

The narrator in "The Thorn" serves as an observer and interviewer, someone who listens to Martha’s
story and, through this, introduces the reader to the tragic events. This narrative device adds layers
of distance and empathy, inviting readers to engage with Martha's pain without exploiting it. The
narrator’s perspective also allows for a gradual revelation of the backstory, which enhances the
poem’s suspense and emotional impact.



Symbolism and Imagery in The Thorn by William
Wordsworth

One of the most striking aspects of "The Thorn" is its rich use of symbolism and vivid imagery, which
work together to heighten the emotional resonance of the poem.

The Thorn as a Symbol

The thorn bush itself is the central symbol in the poem. It represents pain, suffering, and the lingering
scars of trauma. Martha’s repeated visits to the thorn indicate her connection to the past and her
inability to escape from the memories attached to it. The thorn’s sharpness and persistence mirror
the emotional wounds that refuse to heal.

In a broader sense, the thorn can be seen as a metaphor for the harsh realities of life that mar
innocence and disrupt natural beauty—a common theme in Romantic poetry, but here explored with a
darker undertone.

Natural Imagery and Contrast

Wordsworth’s mastery of nature imagery is evident throughout the poem. The natural setting
contrasts sharply with the sorrowful human story, emphasizing the dissonance between the world’s
beauty and human suffering. The thorn bush grows in a seemingly peaceful countryside, which only
accentuates the tragedy unfolding around it.

This interplay between nature and emotion is a hallmark of Wordsworth’s poetry, where the natural
world often reflects or contrasts with the internal states of characters.

Thematic Exploration: Childhood, Loss, and Madness

Digging deeper into the themes reveals the poem’s profound engagement with complex human
experiences.

Innocence Lost

Martha’s character embodies the theme of lost innocence. Once a joyful child, her life is irrevocably
altered by grief and social alienation. Wordsworth explores how trauma can shatter the purity of
childhood, leaving behind a figure caught between reality and despair.



Grief and Social Isolation

The poem also portrays the isolating effects of grief. Martha becomes a figure of pity and fear in her
community, symbolizing how society often marginalizes those who suffer from mental and emotional
wounds. The thorn bush becomes a physical reminder of her pain, a place where she is both drawn to
and trapped by her memories.

The Fragility of the Human Mind

Madness is subtly suggested as a consequence of the overwhelming grief experienced by Martha and
her father. The poem hints at the delicate balance of the human psyche and how easily it can be
broken by loss and despair. Wordsworth’s portrayal is compassionate, highlighting the tragic
vulnerability of those touched by mental anguish.

Literary Devices Enhancing The Thorn by William
Wordsworth

Wordsworth employs several poetic techniques that enrich the poem’s texture and emotional power.

Use of Repetition

Repetition is used effectively to emphasize the persistence of pain and memory. Phrases and images
related to the thorn bush recur throughout the poem, mirroring Martha’s obsessive return to the site
of her trauma.

Contrast and Juxtaposition

The poem juxtaposes innocence with loss, nature with human suffering, and light with darkness.
These contrasts heighten the emotional tension and deepen the reader’s engagement with the tragic
narrative.

Simple Yet Evocative Language

Despite the heavy themes, Wordsworth’s language remains deceptively simple. This accessibility
allows the poem’s emotional core to resonate powerfully without becoming overly complex or
obscure.



Why The Thorn by William Wordsworth Still Resonates
Today

Examining "The Thorn" through the lens of contemporary readers reveals why the poem continues to
captivate audiences.

Universal Themes of Loss and Healing

The themes of grief, trauma, and mental health are timeless. In an age where these issues are more
openly discussed, the poem’s empathetic portrayal of emotional pain offers valuable insight and
comfort.

Connection to Romantic Ideals

Wordsworth’s focus on the individual’s emotional experience and the natural world aligns with
broader Romantic ideals, but "The Thorn" also challenges the movement’s tendency toward
idealization by introducing harsh realism.

Educational Value

For students and scholars, "The Thorn" provides a rich text for analysis. Its layered meanings,
symbolism, and narrative techniques make it an excellent study in how poetry can capture complex
human emotions succinctly and powerfully.

Exploring "The Thorn by William Wordsworth analysis" invites us to appreciate not only the technical
skill of Wordsworth as a poet but also his deep empathy and insight into the human condition. The
poem’s haunting beauty lingers long after the last line, encouraging readers to reflect on the ways in
which pain shapes us and the natural world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Thorn' by William
Wordsworth?
The central theme of 'The Thorn' is grief and loss, exploring the emotional turmoil caused by the
death of a child and the lasting impact of sorrow on those left behind.

How does Wordsworth use nature imagery in 'The Thorn'?
Wordsworth uses nature imagery in 'The Thorn' to reflect the pain and sorrow of the characters. The
thorn itself symbolizes pain and suffering, while the surrounding natural setting underscores the



contrast between the beauty of nature and the harshness of human grief.

What is the significance of the thorn in the poem?
The thorn represents a symbol of grief and pain. It is a physical reminder of the tragic event and the
emotional wound that the character carries, embodying the persistence of sorrow in the natural world.

How does the poem 'The Thorn' reflect Romantic ideals?
'The Thorn' reflects Romantic ideals through its emphasis on intense emotion, the connection
between humans and nature, and the exploration of personal tragedy and memory, all of which are
key elements of Romantic poetry.

What narrative perspective is used in 'The Thorn' and how
does it affect the poem?
The poem is narrated in the third person, which creates a sense of distance and objectivity, allowing
the reader to observe the grief and its effects on the characters without direct emotional involvement,
enhancing the tragic tone.

How does Wordsworth portray the character of the grieving
mother in 'The Thorn'?
Wordsworth portrays the grieving mother as a figure consumed by sorrow and madness, her grief so
profound that it isolates her from the community and transforms her identity, highlighting the
devastating impact of loss.

What role does symbolism play in 'The Thorn'?
Symbolism is central to 'The Thorn,' with the thorn itself symbolizing pain and suffering, and nature
elements reflecting the emotional states of the characters, enriching the poem's exploration of grief
and memory.

How does the structure of 'The Thorn' contribute to its overall
impact?
The structure of 'The Thorn,' with its lyrical and narrative elements, helps build a poignant and
somber mood. The regular rhyme scheme and meter provide a steady rhythm that contrasts with the
turbulent emotions described, enhancing the emotional resonance of the poem.

Additional Resources
The Thorn by William Wordsworth Analysis: Exploring Themes and Poetic Craft

the thorn by william wordsworth analysis delves into one of the poet’s poignant narrative poems
that reflects his deep engagement with nature, human suffering, and rural life. This poem, often
overshadowed by Wordsworth’s more famous works such as “Tintern Abbey” or “I Wandered Lonely



as a Cloud,” deserves a closer examination for its intricate portrayal of grief and social alienation,
framed through the symbolic presence of a thorn bush. Through this analytical review, we will unpack
the layers of meaning, stylistic features, and thematic concerns that make "The Thorn" a compelling
piece within Wordsworth’s oeuvre and Romantic poetry.

Contextual Background and Overview

Written during the Romantic era, "The Thorn" by William Wordsworth captures the emotional
landscape of rural England. Wordsworth, a central figure in this movement, often focused on the
experiences of common folk, the natural environment, and the interplay between human emotion and
nature’s elements. The poem narrates the tragic tale of Martha Ray, a young woman who endures
profound loss and isolation after the death of her illegitimate child. Her sorrow and madness are
symbolized by a solitary thorn bush growing on a desolate hillside—a motif that embodies pain,
resilience, and the scars left by personal tragedy.

Understanding the socio-historical context enriches the poem’s interpretation. During Wordsworth’s
time, societal norms around illegitimacy, mental health, and female agency were restrictive. The
poem indirectly critiques these social attitudes by evoking sympathy for Martha and highlighting the
cruelty of ostracization. This cultural backdrop is essential to fully grasp the poem’s emotional gravity
and its subtle social commentary.

In-Depth Analysis of “The Thorn”

Symbolism and Imagery

At the heart of the poem lies the thorn bush itself, a powerful symbol that transcends its literal
meaning. The thorn represents pain and suffering, yet it also suggests endurance in the face of
adversity. Wordsworth’s vivid imagery brings this symbol to life, describing the bush as “withered”
and “barren,” yet still standing defiantly on the hillside. This paradoxical image conveys the
persistence of grief and the indelible marks left by trauma.

Wordsworth’s use of natural imagery extends beyond the thorn to encompass the surrounding
landscape—a bleak, lonely setting that mirrors Martha’s internal desolation. The barren hill and the
harsh environment function as an externalization of her mental state, reinforcing the Romantic ideal
that nature reflects human emotions.

Characterization and Emotional Depth

Martha Ray is central to the poem’s emotional impact. Her tragic story is conveyed through a
narrative style that mixes direct description with subtle psychological insight. Martha’s silence and
withdrawal are rendered poignantly, illustrating how grief isolates individuals from their communities.
Wordsworth does not merely recount her suffering; he invites readers to empathize with her plight,
thus humanizing a figure who might otherwise be dismissed as mad or marginalized.



The poem’s careful attention to Martha’s emotional turmoil challenges contemporary social
prejudices. By focusing on her perspective, Wordsworth critiques the harsh judgments faced by
women like Martha, suggesting a more compassionate understanding of human frailty.

Structure and Form

“The Thorn” employs a ballad form, characterized by quatrains with alternating lines of iambic
tetrameter and trimeter, which aids in the storytelling aspect of the poem. This traditional structure
lends a rhythmic and musical quality that contrasts with the tragic content, creating a haunting effect.
The repetitive rhyme scheme emphasizes key themes and images, reinforcing the persistence of
memory and sorrow.

The poem’s narrative progression—from the introduction of the thorn to the recounting of Martha’s
story and the description of her madness—follows a deliberate pace that gradually reveals the depth
of the tragedy. This measured unfolding allows readers to absorb the emotional weight gradually,
enhancing the overall impact.

Thematic Exploration

Grief and Madness

A dominant theme in "The Thorn" is the relationship between grief and madness. Martha’s descent
into mental instability after her child’s death illustrates the devastating psychological effects of loss.
Wordsworth treats her madness with sensitivity, avoiding sensationalism and instead portraying it as
a natural consequence of overwhelming sorrow.

This theme resonates with Romantic concerns about the fragility of the human mind and the limits of
rationality when confronted with trauma. The poem suggests that grief can be both isolating and
transformative, shaping identity in profound ways.

Nature as Reflection of Human Emotion

Consistent with Wordsworth’s poetic philosophy, nature in “The Thorn” functions as a mirror to human
feelings. The thorn bush and the desolate hill are not mere settings but symbolic extensions of
Martha’s pain. This fusion of natural and emotional landscapes exemplifies the Romantic ideal of unity
between humanity and nature.

Moreover, the thorn’s physical pain—its sharpness and ability to wound—parallels the emotional pain
endured by Martha. This metaphorical connection enriches the poem’s exploration of suffering and
endurance.



Social Alienation and Compassion

The poem subtly critiques societal responses to tragedy and mental illness. Martha’s marginalization
reflects the stigmatization of women who defy social norms, particularly regarding illegitimacy and
mental health. Wordsworth’s empathetic portrayal advocates for a more humane approach,
encouraging readers to see beyond stigmas and recognize shared humanity.

This social dimension adds complexity to the poem, positioning it not only as a personal lament but
also as a commentary on community and exclusion.

Comparative Insights and Literary Significance

When compared to other Wordsworth poems that explore themes of loss and nature, such as “Lucy”
poems or “Resolution and Independence,” “The Thorn” stands out for its narrative intensity and focus
on social issues. While many Romantic poems idealize nature as a source of solace, “The Thorn”
presents nature as both a source of pain and a symbol of endurance, reflecting a more nuanced
understanding.

Additionally, the poem’s engagement with mental illness anticipates later literary treatments of
psychological trauma, making it a precursor to more modern explorations of the mind in poetry. Its
blend of personal tragedy and social critique enriches Romantic literature by highlighting the
complexities of human experience beyond pastoral idealization.

Stylistic Features and Language

Wordsworth’s diction in “The Thorn” is restrained yet evocative, employing simple, accessible
language that enhances the poem’s emotional directness. The use of repetition, especially in the
refrain-like mention of the thorn, reinforces the poem’s central motifs.

The narrative voice balances objectivity with compassion, allowing the story to unfold without overt
moralizing while still guiding the reader’s emotional response. This stylistic choice underscores
Wordsworth’s skill in blending storytelling with philosophical reflection.

Why “The Thorn” Remains Relevant

In today’s literary landscape, “The Thorn” offers valuable insights into the intersections of nature,
mental health, and social stigma. Its empathetic treatment of grief and alienation resonates with
contemporary concerns about psychological well-being and community support.

Moreover, the poem’s symbolic use of the thorn as a marker of pain and survival continues to inspire
interpretations in both literary scholarship and popular culture. For students and enthusiasts of
Romantic poetry, “The Thorn” provides a rich case study of Wordsworth’s narrative technique and
thematic depth.



By examining “the thorn by william wordsworth analysis,” readers can appreciate the layers of
meaning embedded in this often overlooked poem and gain a deeper understanding of the Romantic
era’s complex engagement with human suffering and the natural world.

The Thorn By William Wordsworth Analysis

  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: Wordsworth and Feeling Kim G. Blank, 1995-10
Wordsworth and Feeling returns to Wordsworth's personal history in order to locate and
contextualize some of the most remarkable poetry in the English language. In this study, G. Kim
Blank details how this poetry evolves out of Wordsworth's radical subjectivity, but the most pressing
feature of that subjectivity is the cluster of subjects - loss, guilt, suffering, endurance, death - which
appears throughout much of his poetry up until 1802-4.
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: The Presence of God in the Works of William
Wordsworth Eliza Borkowska, 2020-11-29 Approaching Wordsworth’ writings from perspectives
which have not been considered in critical literature, this book offers a multiangled reflection on the
technicalities of the poet’s religious discourse, including the methodology of The Prelude revision, or
Wordsworth’s patent art of pious postscripts. The book constitutes a self-contained whole and can be
read independently. Simultaneously, it creates an unusual duet with The Absent God in The Works of
William Wordsworth, whose six chapters follow this book’s eight chapters like a sestet which
complements the octave—becoming, thus, a tribute to Wordsworth as one of the most prolific
sonneteers in history. Both monographs build their theses on Wordsworth’s entire oeuvre and
embrace the whole of his wide lifespan. Their completion in 2020 coincides with several round
anniversaries: the 250th anniversary of Wordsworth’s birth, the 200th anniversary of The River
Duddon, and the 170th anniversary of the publication of his autobiographical masterpiece, The
Prelude.
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: The Oxford Handbook of William Wordsworth
Richard Gravil, Daniel Robinson, 2015-01-22 The Oxford Handbook of William Wordsworth deploys
its forty-seven original essays to present a stimulating account of Wordsworth's life and achievement
and to map new directions in criticism. In addition to twenty-two essays wholly on Wordsworth's
poetry, other essays return to the poetry while exploring other dimensions of the life and work of the
major Romantic poet. The result is a dialogic exploration of many major texts and problems in
Wordsworth scholarship. This uniquely comprehensive handbook is structured so as to present, in
turn, Wordsworth's life, career, and networks; aspects of the major lyrical and narrative poetry;
components of 'The Recluse'; his poetical inheritance and his transformation of poetics; the variety
of intellectual influences upon his work, from classical republican thought to modern science; his
shaping of modern culture in such fields as gender, landscape, psychology, ethics, politics, religion,
and ecology; and his 19th- and 20th-century reception-most importantly by poets, but also in modern
criticism and scholarship.
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: ,
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: The Critical Opinions of William Wordsworth
William Wordsworth, Markham Lovick Peacock, 1969
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: William Wordsworth in Context Andrew Bennett,
2015-02-12 This book provides the essential contexts for an understanding of all aspects of the major
English Romantic poet, William Wordsworth.
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: Disjointed Perspectives on Motherhood
Catalina Florina Florescu, 2013-10-29 Disjointed Perspectives on Motherhood presents the accounts
of mothers who have suffered a major physical and/or psychically traumatic accident, and, as a
consequence, their minds and bodies have been drastically changed. They live under the pressure of
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having discovered the alter ego of their traumatized personality, and now, distressed, cannot
embrace their unconditional maternal love. Instead, they enter into a phase where they face the
challenge of revealing who they are as persons before accepting or motivating themselves as
mothers. The mothers presented in this volume also seem to have another thing in common: their
transnational, fluid, female identity as they enter into an imaginary dialog that transcends
geographical and temporal perspectives on womanhood and motherhood. This collection introduces
and analyzes recurrent words that define a woman's body and mind today: fear, competition,
motherhood and career rights, selfishness, ambition, destruction, distance, and identity. By using
unprecedented comparative critical approaches such as phenomenological, medical, feminist, and
re-enchantinent theories, and by analyzing works from literature, cinema, and visual arts, this
collection attempts to reestablish and redefine a canonical concept with the intention to revitalize an
otherwise taken-for-granted image and role.
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: William Wordsworth Robert Woof, 2003-09-02
The Critical Heritage series collects together a large body of criticism on major figures in literature.
Each volume presents the contemporary responses to a particular writer, enabling the student to
follow the formation of critical attitudes to the writer's work and its place within a literary tradition.
The carefully selected sources range from landmark essays in the history of criticism to fragments of
contemporary opinion and little published documentary material, such as letters and diaries.
Significant pieces of criticism from later periods are also included in order to demonstrate
fluctuations in reputation following the writer's death. This new volume in the series includes
criticism on the work of William Wordsworth during the period 1793-1820. Extremely wide-ranging
in its coverage, over 250 diary extracts, letters, reviews, comments, and opinions by and about
Wordsworth are gathered together here for the first time. An invaluable addition to any literary
library.
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: Wordsworth's Poetry of Repetition Sarah
Houghton-Walker, 2023 This book explores those moments of repetition, placing them in the early
nineteenth century context from which they emerged, and teasing out through extended close
attention to the poetry itself the complexities of repetition and recapitulation.
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: William Wordsworth Arthur Beatty, 1927
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: The Idea of Infancy in Nineteenth-Century
British Poetry D.B. Ruderman, 2016-04-28 This book radically refigures the conceptual and formal
significance of childhood in nineteenth-century English poetry. By theorizing infancy as a poetics as
well as a space of continual beginning, Ruderman shows how it allowed poets access to inchoate,
uncanny, and mutable forms of subjectivity and art. While recent historicist studies have
documented the freshness of experience childhood confers on 19th-century poetry and culture, this
book draws on new formalist and psychoanalytic perspectives to rethink familiar concepts such as
immortality, the sublime, and the death drive as well as forms and genres such as the pastoral, the
ode, and the ballad. Ruderman establishes that infancy emerges as a unique structure of feeling
simultaneously with new theories of lyric poetry at the end of the eighteenth century. He then
explores the intertwining of poetic experimentation and infancy in Wordsworth, Anna Barbauld,
Blake, Coleridge, Erasmus Darwin, Sara Coleridge, Shelley, Matthew Arnold, Tennyson, and Augusta
Webster. Each chapter addresses and analyzes a specific moment in a writers’ work, moments of
tenderness or mourning, birth or death, physical or mental illness, when infancy is analogized,
eulogized, or theorized. Moving between canonical and archival materials, and combining textual
and inter-textual reading, metrical and prosodic analysis, and post-Freudian psychoanalytic theory,
the book shows how poetic engagements with infancy anticipate psychoanalytic and
phenomenological (i.e. modern) ways of being in the world. Ultimately, Ruderman suggests that it is
not so much that we return to infancy as that infancy returns (obsessively, compulsively) in us. This
book shows how by tracking changing attitudes towards the idea of infancy, one might also map the
emotional, political, and aesthetic terrain of nineteenth-century culture. It will be of interest to
scholars in the areas of British romanticism and Victorianism, as well as 19th-century American



literature and culture, histories of childhood, and representations of the child from art historical,
cultural studies, and literary perspectives. D. B. Ruderman’s The Idea of Infancy in
Nineteenth-Century British Poetry: Romanticism, Subjectivity, Form is an interesting contribution to
this field, and it manages to bring a new perspective to our understanding of Romantic-era and
Victorian representations of infancy and childhood. ...a supremely exciting book that will be a key
work for generations of readers of nineteenth-century poetry. Isobel Armstrong, Birkbeck, University
of London Victorian Studies (59.4)
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: Romanticism, Maternity, and the Body Politic Julie
Kipp, 2003-08-14 In Romanticism, Maternity, and the Body Politic, Julie Kipp examines Romantic
writers' treatments of motherhood and maternal bodies in the context of the legal, medical,
educational and socioeconomic debates about motherhood so popular during the period. She argues
that these discussions turned the physical processes associated with mothering into matters of
national importance. The privately shared space signified by the womb or the maternal breast were
made public by the widespread interest in the workings of the maternal body. These private spaces
evidenced for writers of the period the radical exposure of mother and child to one another - for
good or ill. Kipp's primary concern is to underline the ways that writers used representations of
mother-child bonds as ways of naturalizing, endorsing and critiquing Enlightenment constructions of
interpersonal and intercultural relations. This fascinating literary and cultural study will appeal to
all scholars of Romanticism.
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: William Wordsworth: His Doctrine and Art in
Their Historical Relations Arthur Beatty, 1962
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: The Theocritean Element in the Works of William
Wordsworth Leslie Nathan Broughton, 1920
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: Wordsworth and the Worth of Words Hugh
Sykes-Davies, 1986 In this book Hugh Sykes Davies addresses Wordworth's major poetry from the
perspectives of language, Freud, Coleridge and the Romantic Imagination. A remarkable
combination of analytic and empathic intelligence, this book should earn a place among the few
essential studies of the poet.
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: English Romantic Poetry Albert S. Gerard,
2023-11-15 English Romantic Poetry: Ethos, Structure, and Symbol in Coleridge, Wordsworth,
Shelley, and Keats delves into the profound complexities and intellectual struggles of four seminal
English Romantic poets. The book emphasizes the importance of reading their poetry in context,
recognizing that great poetry transcends abstract statements and embodies deeper truths about
nature, knowledge, and art. The author argues that understanding these poets requires more than
just analyzing their works for abstract generalizations; rather, it calls for a close dissection of the
poetry itself, which reflects the poets' desire to express a unified intuition of the world. By focusing
on structure, symbol, and the interplay of elements in their poems, the study examines how the
organization of a poem reveals the poet's worldview at the time of writing. The analysis is organized
into two main groups of poems: poems of perplexity and poems of reconciliation. The first group
includes works that reflect the poets' existential struggles and disillusionment, as they grapple with
the tension between youthful idealism and harsh reality. These poems—written in the early years of
the poets' lives—embody a sense of personal and philosophical turmoil. In contrast, the second
group comprises poems of reconciliation, which reflect how these poets eventually synthesized their
inner conflicts into a positive and reconciled vision. The book aims to show how, despite their
apparent rebellion against classical traditions, these poets contribute to a broader Western
philosophical tradition, seeking clarity, acceptance, and creative resolution. Through this deep and
thoughtful analysis, the book offers new insights into the essence of Romantic poetry and its
enduring relevance. This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates
University of California Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them
voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality,
peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was



originally published in 1968.
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: Romanticism, Medicine and the Natural
Supernatural Gavin Budge, 2012-10-17 This fascinating interdisciplinary study examines the
relationship between literary interest in visionary kinds of experience and medical ideas about
hallucination and the nerves in the first half of the nineteenth century, focusing on canonical
Romantic authors, the work of women writers influenced by Romanticism, and visual culture.
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: Critical Essays on William Wordsworth
George H. Gilpin, 1990 This first collection of criticism on the British poet to appear in 18 years
includes several critical essays on each of his major works - Lyrical Ballads (1798), Ode: Intimations
of Immortality (1807) and The Prelude (1850) - as well as essays on his life and writing in general.
Contributors include established scholars M.H. Abrams and Carl Woodring and newer scholars
Susan Wolfson and Richard Matiak. Among the highlights is an new essay by Alan Grob responding
to recent controversy over whether Wordsworth's ideology was radical or reactionary.
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: William Wordsworth's Disfiguring Sublime
and Poetry of Living Memory Julie Lynnette Smith-Hubbard, 2002
  the thorn by william wordsworth analysis: Coleridge and the Philosophy of Poetic Form
Ewan James Jones, 2014-07-31 Ewan James Jones argues that Coleridge engaged most significantly
with philosophy not through systematic argument, but in verse. Jones carries this argument through
a series of sustained close readings, both of canonical texts such as Christabel and The Rime of the
Ancient Mariner, and also of less familiar verse, such as Limbo. Such work shows that the essential
elements of poetic expression - a poem's metre, rhythm, rhyme and other such formal features -
enabled Coleridge to think in an original and distinctive manner, which his systematic philosophy
impeded. Attentiveness to such formal features, which has for some time been overlooked in
Coleridge scholarship, permits a rethinking of the relationship between eighteenth-century verse
and philosophy more broadly, as it engages with issues including affect, materiality and self-identity.
Coleridge's poetic thinking, Jones argues, both consolidates and radicalises the current literary
critical rediscovery of form.
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