
the civil war diary

The Civil War Diary: A Window into History’s Most Tumultuous Time

the civil war diary serves as one of the most intimate and revealing sources historians and enthusiasts turn
to when exploring the American Civil War. These personal accounts, often penned by soldiers, nurses, and
civilians alike, offer a vivid glimpse into the daily struggles, emotions, and realities faced during one of the
most defining conflicts in United States history. Unlike official records or broad historical narratives, a civil
war diary captures raw, firsthand experiences that bring the era to life in a way textbooks simply cannot.

Understanding the Importance of Civil War Diaries

Civil war diaries hold tremendous value beyond their surface as personal journals. They document the
everyday lives of individuals who lived through the war, detailing everything from battlefield encounters
to the emotional toll of separation from loved ones. These diaries enrich our understanding by providing
context and nuance to military strategies, political developments, and social changes of the time.

Why Diaries Matter More Than Official Reports

Official military reports and government documents tend to focus on statistics, troop movements, and
outcomes. While these are critical for understanding the broader scope of the war, they often miss the
human element. Civil war diaries fill this gap by:

Revealing soldiers’ thoughts, fears, and hopes

Describing the conditions of camps and hospitals

Sharing interactions between soldiers and civilians

Documenting cultural and social dynamics in wartime communities

This personal perspective helps historians paint a more complete and empathetic picture of the Civil War
era.



Common Themes Found in Civil War Diaries

Reading through various civil war diaries, several recurring themes emerge that highlight the shared
experiences of those who lived through the conflict.

Life in the Trenches and Camps

Many diaries describe the harsh realities of camp life — cramped tents, inadequate food supplies, exposure
to the elements, and the ever-present threat of disease. Soldiers often wrote about their daily routines, the
boredom between battles, and the camaraderie that helped them endure hardships.

Battlefield Experiences and Combat

Some of the most gripping entries depict the chaos and terror of battle. Writers often recorded firsthand
accounts of fighting, injuries, and witnessing the loss of comrades. These vivid descriptions provide
invaluable insight into the physical and psychological challenges faced by soldiers.

Homesickness and Personal Reflections

The emotional toll of the war is a prominent theme. Many diarists expressed longing for home, anxiety
about the future, and reflections on the purpose and morality of the conflict. These entries humanize
historical figures, reminding readers that behind every soldier was a person grappling with profound
uncertainty.

Famous Civil War Diaries and Their Authors

Certain diaries stand out for their historical significance and literary quality. Exploring these well-known
accounts can deepen one’s appreciation of the genre.

Mary Chesnut’s Diary

Mary Chesnut, a Southern woman and wife of a Confederate officer, kept a detailed diary documenting the
social and political upheaval in the South. Her writing offers a rare civilian perspective on the war’s impact
on Southern society, making her diary a cornerstone for scholars studying the Confederate states.



Samuel Pepys of the Civil War: The Soldier’s Diary

Though not as widely known by name, many soldiers’ diaries provide invaluable snapshots of battles and
camp life. For example, the diary of Private Elisha Hunt Rhodes from the 2nd Rhode Island Regiment is
often cited for its detailed and candid descriptions, making it a key resource in Civil War studies.

Clara Barton’s Journal

Known as the “Angel of the Battlefield,” Clara Barton’s diaries and letters reveal the crucial role of women
in the war, especially in nursing and humanitarian aid. Her accounts highlight the challenges faced by
medical personnel and the evolving role of women during this transformative period.

How to Access and Interpret Civil War Diaries Today

For history buffs and researchers, accessing these diaries has become easier thanks to digitization and
archival efforts. However, understanding the context and unique language of the time is essential for
proper interpretation.

Where to Find Civil War Diaries

Many libraries, museums, and historical societies have preserved collections of civil war diaries, some of
which are available online. Notable resources include:

The Library of Congress Civil War Collections

The National Archives

University special collections such as those at Harvard and the University of North Carolina

Dedicated Civil War digital archives and websites

Tips for Reading and Analyzing Diaries



To get the most out of a civil war diary, consider the following:

Understand the author’s background: Knowing whether the writer was a soldier, nurse, or civilian1.
helps frame their perspective.

Consider the date and location: Entries written during major battles or in specific regions may reflect2.
unique experiences.

Look for recurring themes: Tracking emotions, events, and descriptions over time reveals patterns3.
and changes.

Cross-reference with other sources: Comparing diary entries with official records and letters4.
strengthens historical accuracy.

The Lasting Legacy of the Civil War Diary

The enduring appeal of the civil war diary lies in its ability to connect modern readers with the past on a
deeply personal level. These documents preserve voices that might otherwise have been lost, offering
perspectives on courage, hardship, and resilience. Whether you’re a student, historian, or simply curious
about history, diving into these firsthand accounts provides a profound understanding of the Civil War
beyond battles and dates.

Exploring the civil war diary invites us to remember that history is not just about events but about people
— their stories, struggles, and humanity. Through these pages, the distant echoes of a divided nation come
alive, reminding us of the complexities and costs of war, as well as the enduring hope for reconciliation and
peace.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Civil War diary?
A Civil War diary is a personal journal kept by individuals during the American Civil War, documenting
their daily experiences, thoughts, and observations.

Why are Civil War diaries important to historians?
Civil War diaries provide firsthand accounts and personal perspectives that offer valuable insights into the



social, cultural, and military aspects of the war.

Who were some notable authors of Civil War diaries?
Notable authors include Mary Chesnut, a Southern woman whose diary offers a detailed view of
Confederate society, and soldier diaries like those of Pvt. Sam Watkins.

Where can I find Civil War diaries for research?
Civil War diaries can be found in archives, libraries, and online collections such as the Library of Congress,
university special collections, and dedicated Civil War history websites.

How do Civil War diaries differ from official military reports?
Diaries provide personal, emotional, and day-to-day details, while official military reports are formal,
objective accounts focused on strategy and outcomes.

What common themes are found in Civil War diaries?
Common themes include hardship, camaraderie, battle descriptions, political opinions, and reflections on the
impact of war on society and individuals.

Can Civil War diaries be used as primary sources in academic research?
Yes, Civil War diaries are considered primary sources and are frequently used by researchers to gain
authentic insights into the period.

Are there any digital projects dedicated to Civil War diaries?
Yes, several digital archives and projects, such as the Civil War Diaries Collection at the University of
North Carolina, digitize and make these diaries accessible online.

How did soldiers and civilians typically maintain their Civil War diaries?
Many used small notebooks or bound journals, writing regularly when possible, often recording daily
events, weather, morale, and personal reflections.

What challenges do historians face when interpreting Civil War diaries?
Historians must consider biases, incomplete entries, the writer’s perspective, and the potential for
exaggeration or censorship when analyzing these personal documents.



Additional Resources
The Civil War Diary: An Analytical Review of Historical Narratives and Their Impact

the civil war diary represents a compelling window into one of the most transformative periods in
American history. These personal chronicles, penned by soldiers, civilians, and leaders, offer unparalleled
insights into the lived experiences of the Civil War era. Beyond mere historical records, civil war diaries
have become invaluable tools for historians, educators, and enthusiasts seeking to understand the
complexities and human dimensions of the conflict.

These firsthand accounts provide a nuanced perspective that traditional historical texts often lack, revealing
the emotional, psychological, and social dynamics of the time. As primary sources, civil war diaries
contribute significantly to the historiography of the Civil War, allowing for a more comprehensive
understanding of both the battlefield and home front.

The Significance of Civil War Diaries in Historical Research

Civil war diaries serve as critical primary documents that help historians reconstruct events with intimate
detail. Unlike official military reports or governmental records, diaries capture spontaneous thoughts, daily
routines, and personal reflections. This immediacy offers a unique authenticity, often revealing
contradictions or sentiments absent in formal sources.

The diversity of diary authors—from Union and Confederate soldiers to nurses, abolitionists, and
civilians—provides multiple viewpoints. These perspectives broaden the historical narrative beyond
strategic battles and political decisions to include the socio-cultural fabric of 19th-century America.

Authenticity and Reliability

While diaries are invaluable, their subjective nature requires careful scrutiny. Historians must assess
potential biases, exaggerations, or omissions inherent in personal writings. For example, a soldier’s account
may emphasize bravery or downplay fear to maintain morale, while a civilian might present a localized
viewpoint limited by their experiences.

Cross-referencing diary entries with other historical data is essential for verifying accuracy. Nevertheless,
the emotional honesty found in many civil war diaries often outweighs minor factual inconsistencies,
making them rich sources for understanding the human condition during wartime.



Popular Examples of Civil War Diaries

Several well-known civil war diaries have shaped public and academic perceptions of the era:

Mary Chesnut’s Diary: A Southern woman’s detailed account of plantation life, military campaigns,
and social upheaval.

Sullivan Ballou’s Letters and Diary: Correspondence and reflections from a Union officer highlighting
personal sacrifice and patriotism.

Sam Watkins’ Memoirs: A Confederate soldier’s vivid descriptions of battles and camp life.

These diaries have been extensively analyzed, adapted into literature and film, and serve as foundational
texts in Civil War studies.

Features and Themes Explored in Civil War Diaries

The civil war diary genre encompasses a wide range of themes, reflecting the multifaceted nature of the
conflict. Key themes include:

Battlefield Experience and Military Life

Many diaries provide detailed accounts of military engagements, strategies, and soldier camaraderie.
Descriptions often include:

Harsh living conditions and scarcity of supplies.

The psychological toll of combat, fear, and loss.

Interactions between officers and enlisted men.

These elements help historians grasp the day-to-day realities soldiers faced beyond official battle outcomes.



Social and Political Commentary

Some diarists commented on the broader political climate, including slavery, emancipation, and national
identity. Such entries reveal how ordinary individuals perceived and reacted to monumental shifts, such as
the Emancipation Proclamation or the election of Abraham Lincoln.

Medical and Health Conditions

Civil war diaries often contain descriptions of medical practices, injuries, and diseases affecting soldiers and
civilians alike. These narratives provide valuable data on 19th-century medical knowledge and battlefield
healthcare challenges.

Comparative Analysis: Civil War Diaries vs. Other Historical
Sources

When juxtaposed with official military records, newspapers, and post-war memoirs, civil war diaries stand
out for their immediacy and personal voice. However, each source type offers distinct advantages:

Official Records: Provide structured data on troop movements, casualties, and decisions but lack
emotional depth.

Newspapers: Capture public sentiment and propaganda but may reflect bias or censorship.

Memoirs: Offer retrospective insights but can be influenced by memory distortion or agenda.

Diaries: Deliver real-time, personal reflections that humanize historical events.

Integrating these sources allows for a more comprehensive reconstruction of the Civil War.

The Role of Technology in Preserving Civil War Diaries

Advancements in digital archiving and optical character recognition (OCR) technology have revolutionized
access to civil war diaries. Numerous historical societies and libraries have digitized collections, enabling
global researchers and enthusiasts to explore these documents online.



This digital preservation enhances discoverability through keyword searches and metadata tagging, making
it easier to analyze themes, cross-reference events, and conduct quantitative studies on language patterns or
sentiment analysis. Such technological integration supports ongoing scholarship and public engagement.

Challenges and Limitations in Using Civil War Diaries

Despite their value, civil war diaries present certain challenges:

Incomplete Records: Many diaries are fragmentary or have been lost over time, leading to gaps in
documentation.

Literacy and Access: Not all participants could write or had the means to keep diaries, resulting in
underrepresentation of certain groups such as African Americans or lower-ranked soldiers.

Subjectivity: Diaries reflect personal perspectives that may not represent broader realities.

Researchers must navigate these limitations carefully to avoid overgeneralization.

Ethical Considerations in Publishing Diaries

Publishing personal diaries raises questions about privacy, consent, and representation. Many diaries were
never intended for public readership, and sensitive content may affect descendants or communities. Editors
and historians must balance transparency with respect for individual legacies.

The Enduring Legacy of the Civil War Diary

The continued interest in the civil war diary underscores its importance as more than a historical
artifact—it is a cultural touchstone that connects contemporary audiences to the past. Educational programs
frequently incorporate diary excerpts to humanize history lessons, fostering empathy and critical thinking.

Moreover, the narratives within these diaries have inspired literature, theater, and film, contributing to
the collective memory of the Civil War. They remind us that history is not solely shaped by leaders and
battles but also by the ordinary individuals who lived through extraordinary times.

As scholarship evolves, civil war diaries remain a vital resource, offering fresh insights and perspectives



that challenge and enrich our understanding of America's defining conflict.

The Civil War Diary

  the civil war diary: Sarah Morgan Sarah Morgan Dawson, 1992-10 Not quite twenty-years old,
Sarah Morgan began her diary in January 1862, nine months after the start of the Civil War. She
writes of her many brothers, the turmoil of the devasted South and events of the war. For the first
time, the entire diary has been published unabridged.
  the civil war diary: Personal Recollections and Civil War Diary, 1864 Lemuel Abijah
Abbott, 2019-09-25 Reproduction of the original: Personal Recollections and Civil War Diary, 1864
by Lemuel Abijah Abbott
  the civil war diary: Inside Lincoln's White House Michael Burlingame, John R. Turner
Ettlinger, 1999-02-01 On 18 April 1861, assistant presidential secretary John Hay recorded in his
diary the report of several women that some young Virginian long haired swaggering chivalrous of
course. . . and half a dozen others including a daredevil guerrilla from Richmond named Ficklin
would do a thing within forty eight hours that would ring through the world. The women feared that
the Virginian planned either to assassinate or to capture the president. Calling this a harrowing
communication, Hay continued his entry: They went away and I went to the bedside of the Chief
couché. I told him the yarn; he quietly grinned. This is but one of the dramatic entries in Hay’s Civil
War diary, presented here in a definitive edition by Michael Burlingame and John R. Turner
Ettlinger. Justly deemed the most intimate record we will ever have of Abraham Lincoln in the White
House, the Hay diary is, according to Burlingame and Ettlinger, one of the richest deposits of
high-grade ore for the smelters of Lincoln biographers and Civil War historians. While the Cabinet
diaries of Salmon P. Chase, Edward Bates, and Gideon Welles also shed much light on Lincoln’s
presidency, as does the diary of Senator Orville Hickman Browning, none of these diaries has the
literary flair of Hay’s, which is, as Lincoln’s friend Horace White noted, as breezy and sparkling as
champagne. An aspiring poet, Hay recorded events in a scintillating style that the lawyer-politician
diarists conspicuously lacked. Burlingame and Ettlinger’s edition of the diary is the first to publish
the complete text of all of Hay’s entries from 1861 through 1864. In 1939 Tyler Dennett published
Lincoln and the Civil War in the Diaries and Letters of John Hay, which, as Civil War historian Allan
Nevins observed, was rather casually edited. This new edition is essential in part because Dennett
omitted approximately 10 percent of Hay’s 1861–64 entries. Not only did the Dennett edition omit
important parts of the diaries, it also introduced some glaring errors. More than three decades ago,
John R. Turner Ettlinger, then in charge of Special Collections at the Brown University Library,
made a careful and literal transcript of the text of the diary, which involved deciphering Hay’s
difficult and occasionally obscure writing. In particular, passages were restored that had been
canceled, sometimes heavily, by the first editors for reasons of confidentiality and propriety.
Ettlinger’s text forms the basis for the present edition, which also incorporates, with many additions
and much updating by Burlingame, a body of notes providing a critical apparatus to the diary,
identifying historical events and persons.
  the civil war diary: A Civil War Diary Henry S. Lee, 1997-01-01
  the civil war diary: The Civil War Diary of Rev. James Sheeran, C.Ss.R. James B. Sheeran,
2016-12-28 Here is the Civil War diary of Redemptorist priest Rev. James Sheeran, C. Ss. R., who
was chaplain to the 14th Louisiana Regiment of the Confederacy. Irish-born Sheeran was one of only
two Catholic chaplains commissioned for the Confederacy who kept a journal. From August 1, 1862
through April 24, 1865, the journal tells of all the major events of his life in abundant detail: on the
battle field, in the hospitals, and among Catholics and Protestants whom he encountered in local
towns, on the trains, and in the course of his ministrations. His ideological sympathies clearly rest

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-154/the-civil-war-diary.pdf


with the Confederacy. The tone is forthright, even haughty, but captures in sure and steady fashion,
both the personality of the man and the events to which he was a witness, especially the major
battles. The journal is arguably the most unique narrative of the war written by a chaplain of any
denomination and certainly is the most extensive.
  the civil war diary: Unholy Rebellion: The Civil War Diary of Charles Adam Wetherbee D.
W. Carter, 2017-01-06 I left three years ago to do my part in putting down this unholy rebellion. By
1861, Charles Adam Wetherbee had officially traded his comfortable life as a college student for one
that included drafty Sibley tents, long marches in weather and wilderness of all kinds, and
bloodshed. A Union infantryman with the Thirty-Fourth Illinois Volunteer Regiment, he survived the
battles of Shiloh, Stones River, Liberty Gap, Atlanta, and others. One hundred years later, long after
Wetherbee had died, a tattered and faded diary was found at a home in Lawrence, Kansas. The
homeowner opened its pages and was astonished to discover that Wetherbee had penned every
detail of his daily life during the Civil War. Wetherbee's diary presents a realistic view of what a
soldier's life entailed, as the reader is thrust into the firsthand drama of the Civil War as it was
endured by enlisted participants. Get a true sense of what the Civil War was like from someone who
was there to witness an Unholy Rebellion.
  the civil war diary: The Lost Civil War Diary of John Rigdon King Donald B. Jenkins,
2018-10-21 On a crisp fall day in October of 1862, a precocious seventeen-year-old boy went into a
bookshop in his hometown of Hagerstown, Maryland, and purchased a composition book. Into his
new diary, John R. King would steadfastly record what he did, saw and heard daily, as the Civil War
raged around him. During May of 1862, after learning the photography trade, John took portraits of
Union soldiers stationed in the Shenandoah Valley. Then, on May 23, 1862, when he heard the
sounds of battle, he attempted to flee on a wagon. He was soon captured by Stonewall Jackson's
troops. His treasured diary was taken. Force marched to a Confederate prison, John vowed revenge.
Two weeks after escaping from captivity, John joined the Union Army. He fought with fury, courage
and valor, was wounded three times and became a war hero. Later, John was not only appointed by
two presidents to prestigious positions in the Pension Bureau, but he also became leader of the
Grand Army of the Republic. After being lost for 150 years, his diary was recently discovered and is
now being published.
  the civil war diary: From the Pen of a She-rebel Emilie Riley McKinley, 2001 An eyewitness
account to a turning point in the Civil War, From the Pen of a She-Rebel chronicles not only a
community's near destruction but also its endurance in the face of war.--BOOK JACKET.
  the civil war diary: The Civil War Diary, 1862-1865, of Charles H. Lynch 18th Conn. Vol's
Charles H. Lynch, 1915 The Civil War Diary, 1862-1865, of Charles H. Lynch 18th Conn. Vol's.
  the civil war diary: The Civil War Diary Of A Union Soldier J. Willoughby, 2018-11-24 Two
months after the attack at Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861, 18-year-old George W. Gardner enlisted in
the 35th Regiment New York State Volunteers. A few months after that, his father, Ebenezer,
enlisted in the same regiment. What they did not know was what awaited them: a Union Army of the
Potomac struggling to defend its capitol, suffering defeat and losses at the hands of a well-trained
rebel Confederate Army. Year 1862 would find the father and son and their comrades on their heels,
and in retreat most of the time. It would take them to some of the Civil War's most storied and
bloodiest battles; Antietam, Bull Run, Fredericksburg, South Mountain - and valiantly protecting
Washington's own doorstep. Corporal Gardner's efficient, curt style of writing, documenting his
duties during those battles, is enhanced by added historical information in the footnotes. Relevant
Civil War photos from the Library of Congress, George Gardner's personal post-war documents and
photos, and photographs of excavated relics from the areas mentioned in the diary, give this book a
complete life story feel.
  the civil war diary: The Civil War Diary of Josiah Gorgas Josiah Gorgas, 2011-10-01
  the civil war diary: The Civil War Diary of Capt. J. J. Womack J. Womack, 2013-11 The Civil
War Diary of Capt. J. J. Womack
  the civil war diary: The Civil War Diary of a Common Soldier Terrence J. Winschel, 2001-05-01



William Wiley was typical of most soldiers who served in the armies of the North and South during
the Civil War. A poorly educated farmer from Peoria, he enlisted in the summer of 1862 in the 77th
Illinois Infantry, a unit that participated in most of the major campaigns waged in Mississippi,
Louisiana, Texas, and Alabama. Recognizing that the great conflict would be a defining experience in
his life, Wiley attempted to maintain a diary during his years of service. Frequent illnesses kept him
from the ranks for extended periods of time, and he filled the many gaps in his diary after the war.
When viewed as a postwar memoir rather than a period diary, Wiley's narrative assumes great
importance as it weaves a fascinating account of the army life of Billy Yank. Rather than focus on the
noble and heroic aspects of war, Wiley reveals how basic the lives of most soldiers actually were. He
describes at length his experiences with sickness, both on land and at sea, and the monotony of daily
military life. He seldom mentions army leaders, evidence of how little private soldiers knew of them
or the larger drama in which they played a part. Instead, he writes fondly of his small circle of
regimental friends, fills his pages with refreshing anecdotes, records troop movements, details
contact with civilians, and describes the appearance of the countryside through which he passed. In
the epilogue, Terrence J. Winschel recounts Wiley's complex and often frustrating struggle to obtain
his military pension after the war. Wiley was an ingenious misspeller, and his words are transcribed
just as he wrote them more than 130 years ago. Through his simple language, we come to know and
care for this common man who made a common soldier. His story transcends the barriers of time
and distance, and places the reader in the midst of men who experienced both the horror and the
tedium of war. Winschel's rich annotation fleshes out Wiley's narrative and provides an enlightening
historical perspective. Scholars and buffs alike, especially those fascinated by operations in the
lower Mississippi Valley and along the Gulf Coast, will relish Wiley's honest portrait of the ordinary
serviceman's Civil War.
  the civil war diary: The Civil War Diary of Cyrus F. Boyd, Fifteenth Iowa Infantry, 1861-1863
Mildred Throne, 2015-12-15 A native of Warren County, Iowa, Cyrus F. Boyd served a year and a
half as an orderly sergeant with the Fifteenth Iowa Infantry before becoming first lieutenant in
Company B of the Thirty-fourth Iowa Infantry. Before his promotion, he was an intermediary
between privates and company officers, a position that offered him unique opportunities to observe
the attitudes and activities of both the unit leaders and their men. In this diary, the outspoken Boyd
frankly expresses his opinions of his comrades and his commanders, candidly depicts camp life, and
intricately details the gory events on the battlefield. Although not always pleasant reading, Boyd's
journal is a vibrant, honest chronicle of one man's experiences in the bloody conflict. There is much
to learn from and enjoy about this short but rich account. Boyd fully revealed the sordid reality and
the tender moments of his army service. -- Earl J. Hess, from his Introduction
  the civil war diary: The Civil War Diary Frank Everson Vandiver, 1947
  the civil war diary: Another Year Finds Me in Texas Vicki Adams Tongate, 2016-02-23 In one of
the few women’s diaries from Civil War–era Texas, a Northerner trapped in the Confederacy at the
outbreak of war recounts her experience. Lucy Pier Stevens, a twenty-one-year-old woman from
Ohio, came to visit her aunt’s family near Bellville, Texas, on Christmas Day, 1859. Little did she
know how drastically her life would change on April 4, 1861, when the outbreak of the Civil War
made returning home impossible. Stranded in enemy territory for the duration of the war, how
would she reconcile her Northern upbringing with the Southern sentiments surrounding her? Lucy
Stevens’s diary offers a unique perspective on daily life at the fringes of America’s bloodiest conflict.
An educated and keen observer, Stevens took note of everything—the weather, illnesses, food
shortages, parties, church attendance, chores, schools, childbirth, death, the family’s slaves, and
political and military news. As Stevens confided her private thoughts to her journal, she revealed
how her love for her Texas family and the Confederate soldiers she came to know blurred her
loyalties. Showing how the ties of heritage, kinship, friendship, and community transcended the
sharpest division in US history, this rare diary and Vicki Adams Tongate’s insightful historical
commentary on it provide a trove of information on women’s history, Texas history, and Civil War
history.



  the civil war diary: A Light in the Storm Karen Hesse, 1999 In 1860 and 1861, while working in
her father's lighthouse on an island off the coast of Delaware, fifteen-year-old Amelia records in her
diary how the Civil War is beginning to devastate her divided state.
  the civil war diary: All for the Union Elisha Hunt Rhodes, 1992-07-28 All for the Union is the
eloquent and moving diary of Elisha Hunt Rhodes, featured throughout Ken Burns' PBS documentary
The Civil War. Rhodes enlisted into the Union Army as a private in 1861 and left it four years later as
a twenty-three-year-old colonel after fighting hard and honorably in battles from Bull Run to
Appomattox. Anyone who heard these diaries excerpted in The Civil War will recognize his accounts
of those campaigns, which remain outstanding for their clarity and detail. Most of all, Rhodes's
words reveal the motivation of a common Yankee foot soldier, an otherwise ordinary young man who
endured the rigors of combat and exhausting marches, short rations, fear, and homesickness for a
salary of $13 a month and the satisfaction of giving all for the union.
  the civil war diary: A Very Violent Rebel Ellen Renshaw House, 1996 House, only nineteen in
1863, documents the Union occupation of Knoxville and her eventual deportation for suspected
spying.
  the civil war diary: As the Mockingbird Sang Robert Caldwell Dunlap, Suzanne Staker Lehr,
2005 As the Mockingbird Sang is the diary of nineteen-year-old Robert Caldwell Dunlap, who left his
plow, saddled his horse, and rode off at sundown on June 10, 1861, to find General Sterling price's
army. During the next three years, Caldwell logged his personal experiences in the Missouri State
Guard and then as a private in the Confederate States Army. Caldwell's entries describe Missouri's
first major Battle of Wilson's Creek; the Battle of Lexington and its unique hemp bale charge; the
Battle of Pea Ridge; his travels south and east across a land foreign, but connected to him politically,
where he witnessed some of the South's fiercest fighting. In June 1864, Caldwell became separated
from his personal diary, and it would be 27 years before it was returned to him. Author and
researcher Suzanne Staker Lehr brings together the diary with an overview of border state
Missouri's history leading up to the war, the saga of the diary while out of Caldwell's hands, the
summary of his wounding during the Atlanta Campaign, and her historical annotations for As the
Mockingbird Sang.
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