political philosophy of thomas hobbes

**The Political Philosophy of Thomas Hobbes: Understanding the Foundations of
Modern Social Contract Theory**

political philosophy of thomas hobbes stands as a cornerstone in the
development of modern political thought. His ideas, formulated during a time
of immense social upheaval and civil war in 17th century England, continue to
influence contemporary debates about authority, governance, and human nature.
Hobbes’ exploration of why societies form governments and the nature of
political obligation offers profound insights into the mechanisms that
sustain order and prevent chaos.

The Historical Context Behind Hobbes’ Political
Philosophy

To truly grasp the political philosophy of Thomas Hobbes, it helps to
understand the turbulent times in which he lived. The English Civil War
(1642-1651) deeply influenced Hobbes’ thinking, as society was torn apart by
conflict, uncertainty, and violence. Witnessing this chaos firsthand, Hobbes
sought to develop a political theory that would justify strong centralized
authority as a means to avoid the anarchy he observed.

His most famous work, *Leviathan* (1651), was written against this backdrop.
Hobbes argued that without a powerful sovereign, life would be "solitary,
poor, nasty, brutish, and short." This grim view of human nature underpins
his entire political philosophy, emphasizing the necessity of an absolute
authority to maintain peace and security.

Core Concepts in the Political Philosophy of Thomas
Hobbes

#### The State of Nature and Human Nature

At the heart of Hobbes’ thought is his conception of the state of nature — a
hypothetical condition before the establishment of society and government.
According to Hobbes, in this natural state, humans are driven primarily by
self-interest and the desire for self-preservation.

Hobbes famously described life in the state of nature as a constant state of
war "of every man against every man." In such a scenario, there are no laws,
no justice, and no security. People live in fear of violent death, and
cooperation becomes nearly impossible. This bleak view contrasts with more
optimistic perspectives offered by other philosophers like John Locke, who
believed in natural rights and reason guiding human behavior.

#### The Social Contract: Creating Order from Chaos

One of the most influential aspects of Hobbes’ political philosophy is his
theory of the social contract. Hobbes argued that in order to escape the
violent chaos of the state of nature, individuals collectively agree to
surrender some of their freedoms to a sovereign authority. This sovereign, or
"Leviathan," wields absolute power to enforce laws and ensure peace.



Unlike later contract theorists who advocated for limited government, Hobbes
believed that the sovereign’s power must be nearly unlimited. Any weakening
of this authority risks a return to the state of nature. Thus, for Hobbes,
political obligation is unconditional: once people consent to the social
contract, they must obey the sovereign regardless of its actions.

The Leviathan: Symbol of Ultimate Sovereign Power

The image of the Leviathan, a gigantic sea monster, symbolizes the all-
encompassing power of the sovereign in Hobbes’ wvision. This metaphor captures
the idea that the state must be powerful and unified to prevent civil
disorder. The sovereign’s authority extends over all aspects of life — from
legislation and justice to defense and even religion.

Hobbes’ Leviathan is not Jjust a ruler but the embodiment of collective will
and order. The monarch or governing body becomes the single source of law and
protection, ensuring that individuals do not fall back into destructive
competition.

Hobbes’' Views on Authority and Absolutism

Thomas Hobbes is often associated with political absolutism because of his
insistence on undivided sovereign power. His political philosophy justifies
the concentration of authority in a single ruler or assembly to prevent
anarchy.

However, Hobbes was not necessarily advocating for tyranny for its own sake.

Rather, he saw absolutism as a practical necessity given human nature and the
dangers of factionalism. The trade-off, in his view, was freedom in exchange

for security and peace.

Hobbes’ Influence on Modern Political Thought

The political philosophy of Thomas Hobbes laid the groundwork for later
developments in political theory and practice. His social contract theory
influenced Enlightenment thinkers and the framers of modern democratic
constitutions, even as they rejected his endorsement of absolute monarchy.

#### Key Contributions to Political Philosophy

- **Foundation of Social Contract Theory:** Hobbes’ idea that political
authority arises from consent remains a central theme in political
philosophy.

— **Realism about Human Nature:** His candid assessment of human motivations
as self-interested and competitive shaped realist traditions in politics.

— **Justification for Sovereignty:** Hobbes provided a compelling argument
for why a strong state is essential to prevent chaos.

— **Separation of Church and State:** Although Hobbes favored a sovereign
controlling religious practices, his work contributed to debates on the role
of religion in politics.



Criticisms and Debates Surrounding Hobbes’ Political
Philosophy

While Hobbes’ political philosophy is highly influential, it has also faced
significant criticism over the centuries.

— **Pessimistic View of Human Nature:** Critics argue that Hobbes’ portrayal
is overly cynical and neglects human capacity for cooperation and altruism.
- **Absolute Authority Concerns:** Many find his justification of near-
absolute sovereignty dangerous, potentially enabling tyranny and oppression.
— **Lack of Rights Protections:** Unlike later theorists like Locke, Hobbes
does not emphasize individual rights once the social contract is formed.

- **Limited Role for Dissent:** Hobbes’ theory allows little room for
resistance against unjust rulers, which has raised ethical and political
concerns.

Despite these critiques, Hobbes’ work continues to be a vital reference point
in discussions about the balance between authority and liberty.

Practical Lessons From Hobbes’ Political Philosophy
Today

In today’s complex political landscape, revisiting the political philosophy
of Thomas Hobbes offers several valuable insights:

— **The Importance of Strong Institutions:** Hobbes reminds us that without
effective institutions to enforce laws and resolve disputes, societies risk
instability.

- **Balancing Freedom and Security:** His theory challenges us to think
carefully about how much freedom can be sacrificed for the sake of order.

— **Understanding Political Power:** Recognizing the origins and nature of
political authority can help citizens engage more thoughtfully in governance.
- **The Role of Fear in Politics:** Hobbes highlights how fear of disorder
often motivates political compliance and government formation.

Exploring Hobbes Beyond Leviathan

While *Leviathan* is his most famous work, Hobbes’ political philosophy also
appears in his other writings, such as *De Cive* and *Behemoth*. These texts
further elaborate his ideas on sovereignty, law, and society, enriching our
understanding of his theoretical framework.

Moreover, contemporary scholars continue to debate and reinterpret Hobbes’
ideas, applying them to issues ranging from international relations to social
justice.

The political philosophy of Thomas Hobbes remains a profound exploration of
the human condition and the structures necessary to govern it. His vision of
a social contract based on the surrender of individual liberty to a powerful
sovereign challenges us to think critically about the foundations of
political order and the costs of peace. Whether one agrees with his



conclusions or not, Hobbes’ work is an indispensable part of the conversation
on how societies organize themselves to avoid chaos and conflict.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Thomas Hobbes and why is he significant in
political philosophy?

Thomas Hobbes was a l7th-century English philosopher best known for his work
on political philosophy. He is significant for his social contract theory and

his views on the necessity of a strong central authority to avoid chaos and
maintain order in society.

What is the central idea of Hobbes' social contract
theory?

Hobbes' social contract theory posits that individuals consent, either
explicitly or implicitly, to surrender some of their freedoms and submit to
the authority of a sovereign in exchange for security and order, thereby
escaping the anarchic 'state of nature.'’

How does Hobbes describe the 'state of nature' in his
political philosophy?

Hobbes describes the 'state of nature' as a hypothetical condition where
there is no government or authority, characterized by a 'war of all against

all,' where life is 'solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short' due to
constant fear and violence.

What type of government does Hobbes advocate for, and
why?
Hobbes advocates for an absolute monarchy or a strong, centralized authority

because he believes only such a power can impose order and prevent the chaos
and violence inherent in the state of nature.

How does Hobbes' view of human nature influence his
political philosophy?

Hobbes views humans as naturally self-interested and driven by desires and

fears, especially the fear of death. This pessimistic view of human nature

leads him to argue that a powerful sovereign is necessary to keep people in
check and maintain peace.

What role does the concept of sovereignty play in
Hobbes' political philosophy?

Sovereignty, in Hobbes' philosophy, is the ultimate authority that holds
absolute power to enforce laws and ensure social order. The sovereign's power
is indivisible and cannot be challenged by the subjects once established
through the social contract.



How does Hobbes justify the absolute authority of the
sovereign?

Hobbes justifies absolute authority by arguing that any division of power
leads to conflict and instability. To prevent a return to the state of
nature, the sovereign must have unquestioned power to enforce peace and
security.

What criticisms have been made regarding Hobbes'
political philosophy?

Critics argue that Hobbes' advocacy for absolute authority can justify
authoritarianism and overlook the importance of individual rights and
freedoms. Others critique his bleak view of human nature as overly
pessimistic and simplistic.

How has Hobbes' political philosophy influenced
modern political thought?

Hobbes' ideas laid the groundwork for modern social contract theory and
discussions on the legitimacy of government authority. His emphasis on
security and order continues to influence debates on governance, sovereignty,
and the balance between authority and liberty.

Additional Resources

Political Philosophy of Thomas Hobbes: An Analytical Review

political philosophy of thomas hobbes represents a foundational cornerstone
in the study of modern political thought. As one of the earliest and most
influential social contract theorists, Hobbes shaped the discourse
surrounding sovereignty, human nature, and the legitimacy of political
authority during a period of intense social upheaval in 17th-century England.
His work, most notably encapsulated in *Leviathan* (1651), offers a profound
exploration of the relationship between individuals and the state,
illuminating the necessity of a strong, centralized power to avoid chaos and
conflict.

This article delves into the political philosophy of Thomas Hobbes,
investigating his core ideas, theoretical framework, and enduring impact on
political theory. By examining his views on human nature, the state of
nature, social contracts, and sovereignty, we gain insight into why Hobbes
remains a pivotal figure in understanding the evolution of political
authority and governance.

Understanding Hobbes’s View on Human Nature

At the heart of the political philosophy of Thomas Hobbes lies a mechanistic
and somewhat pessimistic view of human nature. Hobbes famously posited that
humans are driven primarily by self-interest, fear, and the desire for power.
In his depiction, individuals are naturally equal in their physical and
mental capacities, which paradoxically breeds competition and distrust among
them.



Hobbes’s portrayal of human nature is essential for understanding his
justification for political authority. He argued that in the absence of a
governing body, humans would exist in a perpetual state of “war of all
against all,” where life would be “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and
short.” This bleak characterization of pre-political existence, known as the
state of nature, sets the stage for his advocacy of an absolute sovereign.

The State of Nature: Chaos and Conflict

The state of nature is a theoretical construct used by Hobbes to describe
life before the establishment of civil society. In this condition, there are
no laws or authority figures to regulate behavior, leading to insecurity and
violence. Hobbes’s state of nature is not a romanticized period of freedom
but a dangerous environment where survival is uncertain.

This concept is critical in the political philosophy of Thomas Hobbes because
it highlights the necessity of political order. Unlike John Locke, who viewed
the state of nature more optimistically, Hobbes saw it as a realm devoid of
justice or rights, where individuals have no assurance of safety. The fear of
violent death compels people to seek peace through the establishment of a
social contract.

The Social Contract and the Creation of
Sovereignty

Central to Hobbes’s political philosophy is the idea of the social contract—a
mutual agreement among individuals to relingquish certain freedoms in exchange
for security and order. Hobbes theorized that to escape the state of nature,
people collectively consent to appoint a sovereign authority endowed with
absolute power to enforce laws and ensure peace.

This social contract is not an agreement between the ruler and the ruled but
among the people themselves, who authorize the sovereign to act on their
behalf. The sovereign’s primary role is to maintain order and prevent the
chaos that arises from competing individual interests.

Absolute Sovereignty: The Leviathan

Hobbes'’s concept of the Leviathan symbolizes the all-powerful sovereign
created through the social contract. The Leviathan wields unguestionable
authority to legislate, adjudicate, and enforce laws, ensuring societal
stability. For Hobbes, the legitimacy of this absolute power is paramount;
without it, society risks relapse into anarchy.

Significantly, Hobbes rejected the idea that subjects have the right to rebel
against the sovereign, even if the ruler is tyrannical. The
alternative—returning to the anarchic state of nature—is deemed far worse.
This unwavering support for strong centralized authority has sparked much
debate, especially regarding the balance between security and individual
liberty.



Implications and Critiques of Hobbes’s
Political Philosophy

The political philosophy of Thomas Hobbes has been both lauded for its
rigorous realism and criticized for its authoritarian implications. His
emphasis on order and security over liberty challenges modern democratic
ideals, making his theories subject to ongoing scrutiny.

e Pros: Hobbes’s framework provides a clear rationale for the necessity of
government and the rule of law, emphasizing stability as the foundation
of civil society.

e Cons: The absolute sovereignty he advocates can Jjustify oppressive
regimes, suppress dissent, and undermine individual rights.

Hobbes’s ideas also paved the way for later political philosophers like John
Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, who modified the social contract theory to
incorporate rights and democratic principles. Nonetheless, Hobbes'’s
uncompromising stance on sovereignty continues to influence contemporary
discussions on the role of government, especially in times of crisis.

Comparative Perspectives: Hobbes vs. Locke

A useful lens to understand Hobbes’s political philosophy is by comparing it
to that of John Locke, another prominent social contract theorist. Whereas
Hobbes viewed the state of nature as a warlike and dangerous condition
necessitating absolute control, Locke perceived it as a state of natural
freedom and equality, governed by natural law.

Locke’s social contract limits governmental power and protects individual
rights such as life, liberty, and property. This contrast highlights Hobbes’s
more authoritarian approach versus Locke’s liberalism. The political
philosophy of Thomas Hobbes leans heavily towards prioritizing security and
order, while Locke emphasizes rights and consent as a basis for government
legitimacy.

Legacy and Modern Relevance

Despite originating in the 17th century, the political philosophy of Thomas
Hobbes remains profoundly relevant in contemporary political discourse. His
analysis of human behavior and the necessity of strong governance continues
to resonate, especially in contexts involving social unrest, state collapse,
or debates about emergency powers.

Modern political theorists and policymakers often revisit Hobbesian ideas
when grappling with questions of state sovereignty, law enforcement, and the
balance between freedom and security. His work serves as a cautionary tale
about the potential consequences of weak governance and the complexities
inherent in maintaining social order.



In sum, the political philosophy of Thomas Hobbes offers a rigorous, if
sometimes stark, blueprint for understanding the origins and necessity of
political authority. Through his wvivid portrayal of the state of nature and
his compelling argument for absolute sovereignty, Hobbes laid the groundwork
for the modern state and continues to provoke critical examination of power,
rights, and societal stability.

Political Philosophy Of Thomas Hobbes

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: Leviathan Thomas Hobbes, 1996 Leviathan is an
argument for obedience to authority grounded in an analysis of human nature and arguably the
greatest piece of political philosophy written in the English language.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: Leviathan (1651). by Thomas Hobbes, 2016-12-17
Leviathan or The Matter, Forme and Power of a Common Wealth Ecclesiasticall and Civil-commonly
referred to as Leviathan-is a book written by Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) and published in 1651
(revised Latin edition 1668). Its name derives from the biblical Leviathan. The work concerns the
structure of society and legitimate government, and is regarded as one of the earliest and most
influential examples of social contract theory.[5] Leviathan ranks as a classic western work on
statecraft comparable to Machiavelli's The Prince. Written during the English Civil War (1642-1651),
Leviathan argues for a social contract and rule by an absolute sovereign. Hobbes wrote that civil war
and the brute situation of a state of nature (the war of all against all) could only be avoided by
strong, undivided government. Thomas Hobbes (5 April 1588 - 4 December 1679), in some older
texts Thomas Hobbes of Malmesbury, was an English philosopher, best known today for his work on
political philosophy. His 1651 book Leviathan established social contract theory, the foundation of
most later Western political philosophy. Though on rational grounds a champion of absolutism for
the sovereign, Hobbes also developed some of the fundamentals of European liberal thought: the
right of the individual; the natural equality of all men; the artificial character of the political order
(which led to the later distinction between civil society and the state); the view that all legitimate
political power must be representative and based on the consent of the people; and a liberal
interpretation of law which leaves people free to do whatever the law does not explicitly forbid. He
was one of the founders of modern political philosophy and political science.His understanding of
humans as being matter and motion, obeying the same physical laws as other matter and motion,
remains influential; and his account of human nature as self-interested cooperation, and of political
communities as being based upon a social contract remains one of the major topics of political
philosophy. In addition to political philosophy, Hobbes also contributed to a diverse array of other
fields, including history, geometry, the physics of gases, theology, ethics, and general philosophy.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: Leviathan Thomas Hobbes, 2023-12-23 In his seminal
work *Leviathan*, Thomas Hobbes presents a compelling examination of human nature and the
necessity of social contract theory in establishing a governing authority. Written during the
turbulence of the English Civil War, Hobbes employs a precise and systematic style, intricately
weaving together philosophy, political theory, and moral reasoning. The book starkly contrasts the
state of nature—characterized by chaos and a 'war of all against all'—with the order and security
provided by a powerful sovereign, which Hobbes famously likens to a 'Leviathan,' a metaphor for
absolute authority that holds society together in a fragile peace. Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) stands
as a prominent figure in political philosophy, with *Leviathan* reflecting his belief in the necessity of
a strong centralized power. His experiences during the civil strife of his time, coupled with his
education and interactions in the court of Charles I, deeply influenced his thoughts on human
behavior and governance. Hobbes' pessimistic view of humanity as naturally self-interested and
conflict-prone propels his argument for absolute sovereignty, setting the groundwork for modern
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political theory. *Leviathan* remains an essential read for anyone interested in the roots of political
thought and the dynamics of human society. It challenges readers to ponder the balance between
freedom and security, making it not only relevant in the context of its time but also a critical text for
understanding contemporary political discourse. Hobbes' incisive insights invite thoughtful
reflection, ensuring its standing as a cornerstone of philosophical inquiry.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: The Political Works of Thomas Hobbes (4 Books
in One Edition) Thomas Hobbes, 2017-12-06 The political Works, written by Thomas Hobbes,
described his views on how humans could thrive in harmony while avoiding the perils and fear of
societal conflict. His experience during a time of upheaval in England influenced his thoughts, which
he captured in The Elements of Law , De Cive (On the Citizen), Behemoth, or The Long Parliament
and his most famous work, Leviathan. Leviathan, published in 1651, concerns the structure of
society and legitimate government, and is regarded as one of the earliest and most influential
examples of social contract theory. Written during the English Civil War (1642-1651), Leviathan
argues for a social contract and rule by an absolute sovereign. Hobbes wrote that civil war and
situations identified with a state of nature and the famous motto Bellum omnium contra omnes (the
war of all against all) could only be averted by strong central government. De Cive (‘On the citizen')
was Hobbes's first published book of political philosophy. Thomas Hobbes was an English
philosopher who is considered one of the founders of modern political philosophy.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: Leviathan Thomas Hobbes, 2021-02-09 Written by
one of the founders of modern political philosophy, Thomas Hobbes, during the English civil war,
Leviathan is an influential work of nonfiction. Regarded as one of the earliest examples of the social
contract theory, Leviathan has both historical and philosophical importance. Social contract theory
prioritizes the state over the individual, claiming that individuals have consented to the surrender of
some of their freedoms by participating in society. These surrendered freedoms help ensure that the
government can be run easily. In exchange for their sacrifice, the individual is protected and given a
place in a steady social order. Articulating this theory, Hobbes argues for a strong, undivided
government ruled by an absolute sovereign. To support his argument, Hobbes includes topics of
religion, human nature and taxation. Separated into four sections, Hobbes claims his theory to be
the resolution of the civil war that raged on as he wrote, creating chaos and taking causalities. The
first section, Of Man discusses the role human nature and instinct plays in the formation of
government. The second section, Of Commonwealth explains the definition, implications, types, and
rules of succession in a commonwealth government. Of a Christian Commonwealth imagines the
religion’s role government and societal moral standards. Finally, Hobbes closes his argument with
Of the Kingdom of Darkness. Through the use of philosophical theory and historical study, Thomas
Hobbes attempts to convince citizens to consider the cost and reward of being governed. Without an
understanding of the sociopolitical theories that keep government bodies in power, subjects can
easily become complicit or allow society to slip into anarchy. Created during a brutal civil war,
Hobbes hoped to educate and persuade his peers. Though Leviathan was a work of controversy in its
time, Hobbes’ theories and prose has survived centuries, shaping the ideas of modern philosophy.
This edition of Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes is now presented with a stunning new cover design and
is printed in an easy-to-read font. With these accommodations, Leviathan is accessible and
applicable to contemporary readers.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: The Elements of Law, Natural and Politic Thomas
Hobbes, 2022-05-29 In The Elements of Law, Natural and Politic, Thomas Hobbes explores the
foundation of political philosophy through a meticulous examination of human nature, morality, and
the structure of society. Written in a clear yet intricate style, this treatise unpacks the social
contract theory, laying the groundwork for modern political thought. Hobbes employs a rationalist
approach, interweaving his insights into natural law with an analysis of governance, ultimately
arguing for the necessity of a powerful sovereign to maintain order and prevent conflict among
self-interested individuals. This work is situated within the broader context of 17th-century
Enlightenment thinking, reflecting the tumultuous political landscape of his time, particularly the




English Civil War. Thomas Hobbes, an influential philosopher, was deeply affected by the chaos of
his era, which instilled in him a profound distrust of human nature and a recognition of the inherent
violence in humanity's quest for survival. His early experiences, particularly witnessing the
breakdown of social order, galvanized his thoughts on the need for strong political authority. As a
student of Aristotle's works, Hobbes melded classical philosophy with emerging Enlightenment
ideals, which undoubtedly informed his vision in The Elements of Law. This seminal work is a
must-read for scholars of political theory and philosophy. Hobbes's incisive insights into the human
condition and the nature of power provide a thought-provoking framework for understanding
contemporary political discourse. Readers will find themselves challenged to reflect on the balance
between individual liberty and social stability, making this book a timeless addition to any
intellectual library.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: The Political Philosophy of Hobbes Leo Strauss, 1963
In this classic analysis, Leo Strauss pinpoints what is original and innovative in the political
philosophy of Thomas Hobbes. He argues that Hobbes's ideas arose not from tradition or science but
from his own deep knowledge and experience of human nature. Tracing the development of
Hobbes's moral doctrine from his early writings to his major work The Leviathan, Strauss explains
contradictions in the body of Hobbes's work and discovers startling connections between Hobbes
and the thought of Plato, Thucydides, Aristotle, Descartes, Spinoza, and Hegel.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: Three Discourses Thomas Hobbes, 1995 For the first
time in three centuries, this book brings back into print three discourses now confirmed to have
been written by the young Thomas Hobbes. Their contents may well lead to a resolution of the
long-standing controversy surrounding Hobbes's early influences and the subsequent development
of his thought. The volume begins with the recent history of the discourses, first published as part of
the anonymous seventeenth-century work, Horae Subsecivae. Drawing upon both internal evidence
and external confirmation afforded by new statistical wordprinting techniques, the editors present a
compelling case for Hobbes's authorship. Saxonhouse and Reynolds present the complete texts of
the discourse with full annotations and modernized spellings. These are followed by a lengthy essay
analyzing the pieces' significance for Hobbes's intellectual development and modern political
thought more generally. The discourses provide the strongest evidence to date for the profound
influences of Bacon and Machiavelli on the young Hobbes, and they add a new dimension to the
much-debated impact of the scientific method on his thought. The book also contains both
introductory and in-depth explanations of statistical wordprinting.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: The Elements of Law, Natural and Politic Thomas
Hobbes, 1994 Thomas Hobbes' timeless account of the human condition, first developed in The
Elements of Law (1640), which comprises Human Nature and De Corpore Politico, is a direct
product of the intellectual and political strife of the seventeenth century. His analysis of the war
between the individual and the group lays out the essential strands of his moral and political
philosophy later made famous in Leviathan. This first ever complete paperback edition of Human
Nature and De Corpore Politico is also supplemented by chapters from Hobbes' later work De
Corpore and The Three Lives, never before published together in English.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: The Elements of Law, Natural and Politic Thomas
Hobbes, 2017-09-18 Thomas Hobbes was the first great philosopher to write in English. His account
of the human condition, first developed in The Elements of Law (1640), which comprises Human
Nature and De Corpore Politico, is a direct product of the intellectural and political strife of the
seventeenth century. Itis also a remarkably penetrating look at human nature, and a permanently
relevant analysis of the fears of self-seeking that result in the war of "each against every man'. In
The Elements of Law Hobbes memorably sets out both the main lines of his general philosophy, later
augmented in De Corpore (1655), and the moral and political philosophy later made famous in
Leviathan (1651). Copies of Human Nature and De Corpore Politico, until 1889 printed as separate
works, are rare antiques or scarcely less rare scholarly texts; this is the first complete popular
edition.



political philosophy of thomas hobbes: Interpreting Hobbes's Political Philosophy S. A.
Lloyd, 2019-02-07 Details the current state of scholarly debate on crucial elements of Hobbesian
political philosophy and presents innovative and original arguments.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: Thomas Hobbes and the Natural Law Tradition
Norberto Bobbio, 1993-03-15 Pre-eminent among European political philosophers, Norberto Bobbio
has throughout his career turned to the political theory of Thomas Hobbes. Gathered here for the
first time are the most important of his essays which together provide both a valuable introduction
to Hobbes's thought and a fresh understanding of Hobbes's place in the theory of modern politics.
Tracing Hobbes's work through De Cive and Leviathan, Bobbio identifies the philosopher's relation
to the tradition of natural law. That Hobbes must now be understood in both this tradition as well as
in the seemingly contradictory positivist tradition becomes clear for the first time in Bobbio's
account. Bobbio also demonstrates that Hobbes cannot be easily labelled liberal or totalitarian; in
Bobbio's provocative analysis of Hobbes's justification of the state, Hobbes emerges as a true
conservative. Though his primary concern is to reconstruct the inner logic of Hobbes's thought,
Bobbio is also attentive to the philosopher's biography and weaves into his analysis details of
Hobbes's life and world—his exile in France, his relation with the Mersenne circle, his disputes with
Anglican bishops, and accusations of heresy leveled against him. The result is a revealing,
thoroughly new portrait of the first theorist of the modern state.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: Leviathan Thomas Hobbes, 2016-10-01

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: On the Citizen (de Cive) Thomas Hobbes,
2015-12-16 Thomas Hobbes (5 April 1588 - 4 December 1679), was an English philosopher, best
known today for his work on political philosophy. Although Hobbes was a strong believer in the right
of sovereigns to rule absolutely, Hobbes developed the political philosophy that laid the foundation
for theories like social contract theory that have formed the backbone of Western democracy.
Hobbes also wrote about history, mathematics, physics, ethics and philosophy, writing at length
about human nature and the strength of self-interest, often referred to as materialism. Among
Hobbes' work, his most famous and important is Leviathan, titled after the Biblical character.
Hobbes' Leviathan expounds at length upon the structure of society and legitimate government,
becoming one of the most influential political philosophies in the West's history. Leviathan weds
social contract theory to an absolute sovereign, calling upon legitimate government to protect the
natural rights of its people. Written during the English Civil War, Hobbes argues a strong
centralized government is necessary to avoid war and upheaval.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: Hobbes: On the Citizen Thomas Hobbes, 1998-08-20
De Cive (On the Citizen) is the first full exposition of the political thought of Thomas Hobbes, the
greatest English political philosopher of all time. Professors Tuck and Silverthorne have undertaken
the first complete translation since 1651, a rendition long thought (in error) to be at least sanctioned
by Hobbes himself. On the Citizen is written in a clear, straightforward, expository style, offering
students a more digestible account of Hobbes' political thought than even Leviathan itself. This new
translation is itself a very significant scholarly event.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: Hobbes: On the Citizen Thomas Hobbes,
1998-08-20 New translation of the first major work of the greatest English political philosopher.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: Hobbes D D Raphael, D. D. Raphael, 2013-05-13
Hobbes' writing surprises, shocks, amuses and, above all stimulates criticism both of himself and of
our conventional wisdom. This book, which is both expository and critical, concentrates on Hobbes' s
ethical and political theory, but also considers the effect of these on his metaphysics. Updated, with
a new preface and critical bibliography, this book will be particularly useful as an introduction for
undergraduates.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: Thomas Hobbes and Political Theory Mary G. Dietz,
1990-01-30 This volume explores, from a variety of perspectives, the political theory of the man who
is arguably the greatest English political thinker. It is the first substantial collection of new, critical
essays on Thomas Hobbes by leading scholars in over a decade. Hobbes’s writings stirred debate in




his own lifetime, for two centuries thereafter, and continue to do so in ours. They emerged in a
period of intense political turmoil—a time of civil war and regicide, of puritanical rule and royal
restoration. “They were motivated,” Dietz argues, “by concrete political problems and a practical
concern, namely, to secure political order, absolute sovereignty, and civil peace.” The contributors
emphasize and answer a series of expressly political questions that, to date, have not been fully
addressed in the Hobbes literature. They contend that Hobbes’s writings are not mere static
artifacts of a particular historical milieu, but rather rich sources of a variety of interpretations and
criticisms that spur discussion and debate in their turn.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: Leviathan, Parts I and II Thomas Hobbes, 1958
Leviathan is both a magnificent literary achievement and the greatest work of political philosophy in
the English language. Permanently challenging, it has found new applications and new refutations in
every generation. This new edition reproduces the first printed text, retaining the
originalpunctuation but modernizing the spelling. It offers exceptionally thorough and useful
annotation, an introduction that guides the reader through the complexities of Hobbes's arguments,
and a substantial index.

political philosophy of thomas hobbes: The Politics of Motion Thomas A. Spragens ]Jr.,
2021-10-21 Two principal issues interact and overlap in this penetrating analysis: the relationship
between Hobbes' natural philosophy and his civil philosophy, and the relationship between Hobbes'
thought and the Aristotelian world view that constituted the philosophical orthodoxy he rejected. On
the first point Thomas A. Spragens Jr. argues that Hobbes' political ideas were in fact significantly
influenced by his cosmological perceptions, although they were not, and could not have been,
completely derived from that source. On the second, the author demonstrates that Hobbes
undertook a highly systematic transformation of Aristotelian cosmology: he borrowed the form of the
Aristotelian cosmology, but radically refashioned its substance to accommodate the discoveries of
contemporaries such as Galileo.
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