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Jennifer Egan Visit From The Goon Squad: Exploring the Layers of a Modern
Classic

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad often sparks intriguing conversations
among literary enthusiasts and casual readers alike. This Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel, published in 2010, has captivated audiences with its
innovative narrative structure and richly drawn characters. Egan’s work is
not just a story but a mosaic of interconnected lives, offering a profound
exploration of time, memory, and the impact of technology on human
relationships. If you’re curious about what makes Jennifer Egan’s *A Visit
from the Goon Squad* such a significant piece in contemporary literature,
this article will take you through its key elements, themes, and the reasons
behind its lasting appeal.

Understanding Jennifer Egan’s Visit From The
Goon Squad

At its core, *A Visit from the Goon Squad* is a novel about the passage of
time and how it shapes the lives of a group of characters connected through
the music industry. The "goon squad" itself is a metaphor for time, portrayed
as an unstoppable force that alters everything it touches. Egan’s approach to
storytelling is unconventional, weaving together twelve chapters that
function like standalone stories but are intricately linked by characters and
themes.

The Structure: A Patchwork Narrative

One of the most talked-about aspects of Jennifer Egan’s *Visit From The Goon
Squad* is its unique structure. Instead of a traditional linear plot, the
novel hops across different perspectives, time periods, and even formats. For
example, one chapter is written entirely as a PowerPoint presentation,
breaking the norms of novel writing and reflecting the fragmented, digital
age we live in.

This non-linear storytelling invites readers to piece together the narrative,
much like assembling a puzzle. It’s a refreshing challenge that deepens
engagement and reflects the complexity of modern life—where stories don’t
unfold neatly but are experienced in bits and pieces.



Key Characters and Their Journeys

The novel revolves around Bennie Salazar, a music producer, and his
assistant, Sasha. Through their lives and the people around them, Egan
explores themes of ambition, aging, addiction, and redemption. Each
character’s story provides a snapshot of a particular moment in time,
revealing how their past decisions ripple into their futures.

What makes these characters resonate is their authenticity. They are flawed,
relatable, and evolving, which allows readers to connect with their struggles
and triumphs on a personal level.

Thematic Depth in Jennifer Egan’s Visit From
The Goon Squad

Beyond its inventive form, *Visit From The Goon Squad* dives deep into themes
that are universally relevant—identity, memory, and the relentless march of
time.

Time as an Unseen Character

Time isn’t just a backdrop in the novel; it’s almost a character in itself.
The “goon squad” symbolizes time’s inevitable, sometimes cruel, influence.
Characters confront their younger selves, regrets, and lost opportunities,
underscoring how time shapes human experience in profound ways.

Jennifer Egan’s exploration of time invites readers to reflect on their own
lives and the ways in which moments, both big and small, accumulate to define
who we are.

Technology and Its Impact

Set against the backdrop of the music industry’s transformation, the novel
subtly addresses how technology affects relationships and creativity. From
the rise of digital music to the changing nature of communication, *Visit
From The Goon Squad* captures the tension between human connection and
technological disruption.

This theme is especially relevant today, as we navigate an era dominated by
digital interactions and social media, making Egan’s insights remarkably
prescient.



Why Jennifer Egan’s Visit From The Goon Squad
Still Matters

More than a decade after its release, *A Visit from the Goon Squad* remains a
touchstone for readers and writers interested in innovative narrative
techniques and deep thematic exploration.

Influence on Contemporary Literature

Egan’s novel has inspired a wave of experimental storytelling, encouraging
authors to break free from traditional formats. Its success demonstrated that
readers are open to narratives that challenge conventions, blending genres
and styles in fresh ways.

Relevance to Modern Readers

The characters’ struggles with identity, aging, and technology feel timeless
yet acutely modern. Whether you’'re a fan of literary fiction or simply
curious about how novels can reflect the complexities of our digital age,
*Visit From The Goon Squad* offers valuable perspectives.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating the Novel

Approaching Jennifer Egan’s *Visit From The Goon Squad* can be a unique
experience, especially if you’re used to more straightforward storytelling.

Take Your Time: The novel’s structure encourages a slow, thoughtful
reading to catch the nuances in each chapter.

* Note the Connections: Pay attention to recurring characters and themes
that tie the stories together.

e Embrace the Format: Don’t shy away from unconventional chapters, like
the PowerPoint slide segment—they add depth and texture to the
narrative.

e Reflect on Themes: Consider how time, technology, and memory play roles
not just in the story but in your own life.

By engaging with the text actively, you’ll uncover layers of meaning that
make the reading experience deeply rewarding.



Jennifer Egan’s *Visit From The Goon Squad* is more than a novel; it’s a
literary journey through the complexities of contemporary existence. Its
innovative narrative style, compelling characters, and profound themes ensure
it continues to resonate with readers seeking stories that challenge and
inspire. Whether you’re revisiting the book or discovering it for the first
time, Egan’s work offers a rich tapestry of insights into the human condition
and the unstoppable force that is time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Visit from the Goon Squad' by Jennifer
Egan about?

'A Visit from the Goon Squad' is a novel by Jennifer Egan that explores the
interconnected lives of a group of characters over several decades, focusing
on themes of time, music, and the impact of technology on relationships.

Why did Jennifer Egan win the Pulitzer Prize for 'A
Visit from the Goon Squad'?

Jennifer Egan won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2011 for 'A Visit from
the Goon Squad' due to its innovative narrative structure, compelling
storytelling, and exploration of contemporary themes such as time and
identity.

How is the structure of 'A Visit from the Goon
Squad' unique?

The novel is structured as a series of linked stories that jump across
different time periods and perspectives, including an experimental chapter
presented as a PowerPoint presentation, which showcases Egan's innovative
approach to storytelling.

Who are the main characters in 'A Visit from the
Goon Squad'?

The main characters include Bennie Salazar, a music producer, and his
assistant Sasha, along with other interconnected individuals whose lives and
stories unfold throughout the novel.

What themes does Jennifer Egan explore in 'A Visit
from the Goon Squad'?

The novel explores themes such as the passage of time, the effects of aging,
the music industry's evolution, personal reinvention, and the impact of



technology on human connections.

How has 'A Visit from the Goon Squad' influenced
contemporary literature?

'"A Visit from the Goon Squad' is praised for its experimental narrative
techniques and has inspired contemporary writers to explore non-linear
storytelling and multimedia formats in fiction.

Is 'A Visit from the Goon Squad' suitable for
adaptation into film or television?

While its episodic and non-linear structure presents challenges for direct
adaptation, the novel's rich characters and themes have attracted interest
for potential film or TV adaptations that could creatively capture its
essence.

Additional Resources

Jennifer Egan’s *A Visit from the Goon Squad*: A Multifaceted Exploration of
Time and Identity

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad stands as a seminal work in
contemporary American literature, blending innovative narrative techniques
with incisive explorations of time, memory, and human connection. Since its
publication in 2010, Jennifer Egan’s *A Visit from the Goon Squad* has
captivated readers and critics alike, earning the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction
in 2011 and cementing her reputation as a groundbreaking storyteller. This
article delves into the novel'’s narrative complexity, thematic depth, and
cultural significance, offering a comprehensive and analytical perspective on
Egan’'s acclaimed work.

The Narrative Architecture of *A Visit from the
Goon Squad*

At its core, *A Visit from the Goon Squad* defies conventional storytelling
structures. Jennifer Egan eschews linear chronology in favor of a mosaic-like
arrangement of interconnected short stories and vignettes, each focusing on
different characters whose lives intertwine across decades. The titular “goon
squad” metaphorically represents time as an inexorable force, one that both
shapes and erodes the identities and aspirations of the characters. This
fragmentation challenges readers to piece together timelines and
relationships, reflecting the fractured nature of memory and experience.

Egan’s narrative choices extend beyond structure into form. Notably, the



chapter “Great Rock and Roll Pauses” is presented as a PowerPoint
presentation, a bold stylistic experiment that leverages multimedia elements
to convey emotional resonance and thematic nuance. This inventive approach
underscores Jennifer Egan’s willingness to push literary boundaries and
engage with contemporary modes of communication, thus enriching the reading
experience and highlighting the novel’s modernity.

Characterization and Thematic Exploration

Central to *A Visit from the Goon Squad* is its exploration of identity and
transformation. The novel’s ensemble cast includes Bennie Salazar, a music
producer grappling with aging and obsolescence; Sasha, a young woman
navigating personal and professional uncertainty; and a host of secondary
characters whose narratives intersect in unexpected ways. Through these
diverse perspectives, Egan examines themes of reinvention, the passage of
time, and the elusive nature of happiness and success.

Time operates both as a thematic anchor and a narrative device. The novel
spans several decades, shifting between the 1970s and the early 21st century,
revealing the ripple effects of choices made and opportunities missed.
Jennifer Egan deftly illustrates how past experiences haunt the present,
creating a haunting meditation on nostalgia and regret. The interplay of
memory and reality blurs boundaries, inviting readers to question the
reliability of personal narratives.

Jennifer Egan’s Stylistic Innovations and
Literary Impact

Beyond its thematic richness, *A Visit from the Goon Squad* is distinguished
by its stylistic innovations. Jennifer Egan’s prose varies from lyrical and
poetic to colloquial and stark, adapting to the voice of each character while
maintaining an overarching coherence. This adaptability enhances the novel’s
realism and emotional depth, allowing readers intimate access to the
characters’ inner worlds.

The novel’'s experimental structure has influenced a generation of writers and
sparked discussions about the evolution of the novel in the digital age.
Egan’'s integration of multimedia elements and fragmented storytelling
anticipates contemporary trends toward non-linear narratives and cross-
platform storytelling. Her work exemplifies how traditional literary forms
can coexist and evolve alongside technological advancements, making *A Visit
from the Goon Squad* a touchstone for discussions on postmodern literature.



Comparative Context within Contemporary Literature

When situated alongside other contemporary novels that explore time and
identity—such as David Mitchell’s *Cloud Atlas* or Zadie Smith’s *White
Teeth*~Jennifer Egan’s *A Visit from the Goon Squad* stands out for its
particular focus on the music industry and its cultural milieu. While
Mitchell employs a more overtly speculative framework and Smith foregrounds
multiculturalism and family dynamics, Egan’s narrative probes the
intersection of personal ambition and cultural change through a lens that is
both intimate and expansive.

Moreover, Egan’s narrative approach contrasts with more traditional
character-driven novels by embracing a mosaic structure that demands active
engagement from readers. This complexity can be both a strength and a
challenge; although some readers may find the shifting perspectives and
temporal jumps disorienting, others appreciate the novel’s invitation to
piece together a larger, multifaceted story.

Critical Reception and Cultural Significance

Upon its release, *A Visit from the Goon Squad* received widespread critical
acclaim, praised for its originality, emotional depth, and sharp social
commentary. Critics lauded Jennifer Egan’s ability to capture the zeitgeist
of late 20th- and early 21st-century America, particularly through her
nuanced portrayal of the music industry’s evolution and its impact on
personal identities. The novel’s Pulitzer Prize win further solidified its
place in the canon of essential contemporary works.

The cultural resonance of Jennifer Egan’s *A Visit from the Goon Squad*
extends beyond literary circles. Its themes of technological change, aging,
and the search for meaning have struck chords in broader discussions about
modern life. The novel’s influence is evident in academic studies, book club
conversations, and adaptations in other media. Its exploration of how
individuals navigate shifting social and technological landscapes remains
relevant in a rapidly changing world.

Pros and Cons of the Novel’s Structure and Style

e Pros: The fragmented narrative allows for a multifaceted exploration of
characters and themes, creating a rich tapestry of interconnected
stories. The innovative use of form, including the PowerPoint chapter,
enhances the novel’'s modernity and emotional impact.

e Cons: The non-linear structure and frequent shifts in perspective may
challenge readers seeking a straightforward narrative. Some may find the



experimental elements distracting or difficult to interpret on a first
reading.

Despite these challenges, Jennifer Egan’s *A Visit from the Goon Squad*
rewards careful and attentive reading, offering new insights with each
revisit.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

More than a decade after its publication, *A Visit from the Goon Squad*
continues to be a subject of study and admiration. Jennifer Egan’s work
presciently addresses themes that have only grown more pertinent in the
digital age: fragmentation of identity, the relentless march of time, and the
complexity of human connection in an increasingly mediated world. Its
innovative narrative techniques have inspired writers to experiment with form
and content, contributing to ongoing conversations about the future of the
novel.

In academic settings, *A Visit from the Goon Squad* is frequently included in
curricula exploring postmodern literature, narrative theory, and contemporary
American fiction. Its blend of accessibility and complexity makes it suitable
for diverse audiences, from casual readers to literary scholars.

Jennifer Egan’s *A Visit from the Goon Squad* is more than just a novel; it
is a literary exploration of the human condition that resonates with the
uncertainties and hopes of our time. As readers navigate its intricate
structure and compelling characters, they are invited to reflect on their own
experiences with time, memory, and identity-making it a profoundly personal
as well as universal work.

Jennifer Egan Visit From The Goon Squad

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: A Visit from the Goon Squad Jennifer Egan,
2011-03-22 NATIONAL BESTSELLER « NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE WINNER ¢ With music
pulsing on every page, this startling, exhilarating novel of self-destruction and redemption “features
characters about whom you come to care deeply as you watch them doing things they shouldn't,
acting gloriously, infuriatingly human” (The Chicago Tribune). One of the New York Times’s 100
Best Books of the 21st Century * One of The Atlantic’s Great American Novels of the Past 100 Years
Bennie is an aging former punk rocker and record executive. Sasha is the passionate, troubled young
woman he employs. Here Jennifer Egan brilliantly reveals their pasts, along with the inner lives of a
host of other characters whose paths intersect with theirs. “Pitch perfect.... Darkly, rippingly
funny.... Egan possesses a satirist’s eye and a romance novelist’s heart.” —The New York Times
Book Review

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: A Visit from the Goon Squad by Jennifer Egan


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-154/jennifer-egan-visit-from-the-goon-squad.pdf

(Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2019-05-20

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: A Visit from the Goon Squad by Jennifer Egan
Samarra Hyde, 2011

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: A Visit from the Goon Squad Reread Ivan
Kreilkamp, 2021-02-02 Jennifer Egan described her Pulitzer Prize-winning novel A Visit from the
Goon Squad as a combination of Proust and The Sopranos. In rereading the book, Ivan Kreilkamp
takes Egan up on her comparison, showing how it blends a concern with the status of the novel in
the twenty-first century with an elegiac meditation on how we experience the passage of time.
Kreilkamp, a former music critic, examines how Egan’s characters turn to rock and especially punk
in search of community and meaning. He considers what the novel’s portrayal of music says about
the role of art in contemporary culture as digitization makes older technologies obsolete. Combining
personal and critical reflection, he reveals how A Visit from the Goon Squad articulates and
responds to the sense of loss many feel as cherished physical objects are replaced with immaterial
data. For Kreilkamp, Egan’s novel compellingly combines the psychological realism of the
nineteenth-century novel with more recent and transient forms such as the celebrity magazine
profile or a PowerPoint presentation to provide a self-reflective diagnosis of the decay and
endurance of literature. Arranged like Egan’s novel into A and B sides, this book highlights not only
how A Visit from the Goon Squad speaks to our mass-media and digital present but also its
page-turning pleasure.

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: Study Guide: a Visit from the Goon Squad by
[ennifer Egan (SuperSummary) SuperSummary, 2019-02-23 SuperSummary, a modern alternative to
SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study guides for challenging works of literature. This
41-page guide for A Visit From The Goon Squad by Jennifer Egan includes detailed chapter
summaries and analysis covering 13 chapters, as well as several more in-depth sections of
expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes commentary on major characters, 25
important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Time and Meaning.

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: The Keep Jennifer Egan, 2007-07-10 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER e Part horror tale, part mystery, part romance ... utterly fantastic.”—O, The Oprah
Magazine * The bestselling, award-winning author of A Visit from the Goon Squad brilliantly
conjures a world from which escape is impossible and where the keep—the tower, the last stand—is
both everything worth protecting and the very thing that must be surrendered in order to survive.
Two cousins, irreversibly damaged by a childhood prank, reunite twenty years later to renovate a
medieval castle in Eastern Europe. In an environment of extreme paranoia, cut off from the outside
world, the men reenact the signal event of their youth, with even more catastrophic results. And as
the full horror of their predicament unfolds, a prisoner, in jail for an unnamed crime, recounts an
unforgettable story that seamlessly brings the crimes of the past and present into piercing relation.

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: A Visit from the Goon Squad , 2010

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: Look at Me Jennifer Egan, 2009-12-23 NATIONAL
BOOK AWARD FINALIST ¢ In this ambitiously multilayered novel from the bestselling,
award-winning author of A Visit from the Goon Squad, a fashion model named Charlotte Swenson
emerges from a car accident in her Illinois hometown with her face so badly shattered that it takes
eighty titanium screws to reassemble it. She returns to New York still beautiful but oddly
unrecognizable, a virtual stranger in the world she once effortlessly occupied. With the surreal
authority of a David Lynch, Jennifer Egan threads Charlotte’s narrative with those of other casualties
of our infatuation with the image. There’s a deceptively plain teenaged girl embarking on a
dangerous secret life, an alcoholic private eye, and an enigmatic stranger who changes names and
accents as he prepares an apocalyptic blow against American society. As these narratives inexorably
converge, Look at Me becomes a coolly mesmerizing intellectual thriller of identity and imposture.

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: The Digital Banal Zara Dinnen, 2018-01-02
Contemporary culture is haunted by its media. Yet in their ubiquity, digital media have become
increasingly banal, making it harder for us to register their novelty or the scope of the social



changes they have wrought. What do we learn about our media environment when we look closely at
the ways novelists and filmmakers narrate and depict banal use of everyday technologies? How do
we encounter our own media use in scenes of waiting for e-mail, watching eBay bids, programming
as work, and worrying about numbers of social media likes, friends, and followers? Zara Dinnen
analyzes a range of prominent contemporary novels, films, and artworks to contend that we live in
the condition of the “digital banal,” not noticing the affective and political novelty of our relationship
to digital media. Authors like Jennifer Egan, Dave Eggers, Sheila Heti, Jonathan Lethem, Gary
Shteyngart, Colson Whitehead, Mark Amerika, Ellen Ullman, and Danica Novgorodoff and films such
as The Social Network and Catfish critique and reveal the ways in which digital labor isolates the
individual; how the work of programming has become an operation of power; and the continuation of
the “Californian ideology,” which has folded the radical into the rote and the imaginary into the
mundane. The works of these writers and artists, Dinnen argues, also offer ways of resisting the
more troubling aspects of the effects of new technologies, as well as timely methods for seeing the
digital banal as a politics of suppression. Bridging the gap between literary studies and media
studies, The Digital Banal recovers the shrouded disturbances that can help us recognize and
antagonize our media environment.

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: The Candy House Jennifer Egan, 2023-03-07 The
Candy House opens with the staggeringly brilliant Bix Bouton, whose company, Mandala, is so
successful that he is one of those tech demi-gods with whom we're all on a first name basis. Bix is
40, with four kids, restless, desperate for a new idea, when he stumbles into a conversation group,
mostly Columbia professors, one of whom is experimenting with downloading or externalizing
memory. It's 2010. Within a decade, Bix's new technology, Own Your Unconscious-that allows you
access to every memory you've ever had, and to share every memory in exchange for access to the
memories of others-has seduced multitudes. But not everyone. In spellbinding interlocking
narratives, Egan spins out the consequences of Own Your Unconscious through the lives of multiple
characters whose paths intersect over several decades. Intellectually dazzling, The Candy House is
also extraordinarily moving, a testament to the tenacity and transcendence of human longing for real
connection, love, family, privacy and redemption. In the world of Egan's spectacular imagination,
there are counters who track and exploit desires and there are eluders, those who understand the
price of taking a bite of the Candy House. Egan introduces these characters in an astonishing array
of narrative styles-from omniscient to first person plural to a duet of voices, an epistolary chapter
and a chapter of tweets. If Goon Squad was organized like a concept album, The Candy House
incorporates Electronic Dance Music's more disjunctive approach. The parts are titled: Build, Break,
Drop. With an emphasis on gaming, portals, and alternate worlds, its structure also suggests the
experience of moving among dimensions in a role-playing game. The Candy House is a bold, brilliant
imagining of a world that is moments away. Egan takes to stunning new heights her deeply intuitive
forays into the darker aspects of our technology-driven, image-saturated culture (Vogue). The Candy
House delivers an absolutely extraordinary combination of fierce, exhilarating intelligence and
heart--

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys
American literature from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of
American works and authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful
and engaging material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of
American literary history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary
American Literature in Context profiles authors and their works and provides overviews of literary
movements and genres through which readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political
contexts that have shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are
emblematic of the diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary movements represented,
such as the Beats, but this work also highlights the emergence and development of modern Native



American literature, African American literature, and other representative groups that showcase the
diversity of American letters. A rich selection of primary documents and background material
provides indispensable information for student research.

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: The Tribe of Pyn David Cowart, 2015-12-02 A study
of generational inheritance, engagement, and cross-fertilization in the landscape of literary
postmodernism

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: Understanding Jennifer Egan Alexander Moran,
2021-09-03 Understanding Jennifer Egan is the first book-length study of the novelist, short-story
writer, and journalist best known for the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, A Visit from the Goon Squad.
Alexander Moran examines each of Egan's varied published works, analyzes how her journalism
informs her fiction, excavates her literary and intellectual influences, and considers her place in
contemporary fiction. Moran argues that because Egan's fiction is not easily categorized many of her
novels have been underappreciated. He proposes a framework for understanding her writing
centered on what it means to have, and to write, an authentic experience. In Emerald City, Egan
explores the authenticity of touristic experience; in The Invisible Circus, her focus shifts to the
authenticity of historical memory; in Look at Me, The Keep, and A Visit from the Goon Squad, she
explores the effects of digital technology on how we understand authentic experience. In the
concluding chapter, Moran discusses Egan's 2017 novel Manhattan Beach as a text that explores the
authenticity of history and genre while resonating with the instability of the present.

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: Jennifer Egan Sampler Jennifer Egan, 2012-01-01
A VISIT FROM THE GOON SQUAD A brilliantly entertaining novel about memory, time, art and how
humans connect at every level. LOOK AT ME The stunningly well praised second novel raises
tantalizing questions about identity and reality in contemporary Western culture. EMERALD CITY
Eleven masterful stories, seamless evocations of self-discovery. THE INVISIBLE CIRCUS This
spellbinding novel introduces Egan's remarkable ability to tie suspense with deeply insightful
characters and the nuances of emotion.

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: The Cambridge Companion to the American
Short Story Michael J. Collins, Gavin Jones, 2023-05-25 This Companion offers students and
scholars a comprehensive introduction to the development and the diversity of the American short
story as a literary form from its origins in the eighteenth century to the present day. Rather than
define what the short story is as a genre, or defend its importance in comparison with the novel, this
Companion seeks to understand what the short story does - how it moves through national space,
how it is always related to other genres and media, and how its inherent mobility responds to the
literary marketplace and resonates with key critical themes in contemporary literary studies. The
chapters offer authoritative introductions and reinterpretations of a literary form that has
re-emerged as a major force in the twenty-first-century public sphere dominated by the Internet.

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: Literature in the Digital Age Adam Hammond,
2016-03-09 This book guides readers through the most salient theoretical and creative possibilities
opened up by the shift to digital literary forms.

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: Transcending Postmodernism Raoul Eshelman,
2024-12-02 Transcending Postmodernism: Performatism 2.0 is an ambitious attempt to expand and
deepen the theory of performatism. Its main thesis is that, beginning in the mid-1990s, the strategies
and norms of postmodernism have been displaced by ones that force readers or viewers to
experience effects of aesthetically mediated transcendence. These effects include specific temporal
strategies (“chunking”), stylizing separated subjectivity (the genius and the fool being its two main
poles) and orienting ethics toward actions taken by centered agents bearing a sacral charge. The
book provides a critical overview of other theories of post-postmodernism, and suggests that among
five text-oriented theories there is basic agreement on its techniques and strategies.

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: Moments of Capital Eli Jelly-Schapiro, 2023-03-21
Undertaken at the interface of critical theory and world literature, Moments of Capital sets out to
grasp the unity and heterogeneity of global capital in the postcolonial present. Eli Jelly-Schapiro




argues that global capital is composed of three synchronous moments: primitive accumulation,
expanded reproduction, and the synthetic dispossession facilitated by financialization and
privatization. These moments correspond to distinct economic and political forms, and distinct
strands of theory and fiction. Moments of Capital integrates various intellectual traditions—from
multiple trajectories of Marxist thought, to Weberian inquiries into the spirit of capitalism, to
anticolonial accounts of racial depredation—to reveal the concurrent interrelation of the three
moments of capital. The book's literary readings, meanwhile, make vivid the uneven texture and
experience of capitalist modernity at large. Analyzing formally and thematically diverse
novels—works by Fiston Mwanza Mujila, Marlon James, Jennifer Egan, Eugene Lim, Rafael Chirbes,
Neel Mukherjee, Rachel Kushner, and others—]Jelly-Schapiro evinces the different patterns of feeling
and consciousness that register, and hypothesize a way beyond, the contradictions of capital. This
book develops a new conceptual key for the mapping of contemporary theory, world literature, and
global capital itself.

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: The Reading Group Insider The eBook Insider,
2011-10-04 The Reading Group Insider is a valuable resource for everything you need to know about
reading groups. If you are looking for ideas to enhance your current group's experiences, interested
in joining a reading group, or starting one of your own, the suggestions within The Reading Group
Insider will get you started on the right path. This is the place to find excerpts to browse for help
with choosing good discussion titles; Q&As with the authors of some tried and true reading group
picks; recipes to complement what you're reading; tips on how to start or join a reading group of
your own; travel and field trip ideas to spice up your meetings; and much more. Suggested
discussion questions are provided for different genres and types of books, including book-to-film
adaptations and memoirs. Over 50 suggestions of reading group titles from both favorite and
emerging authors are presented within as well, all with extra content or reading group guides
included so that the resources you need are right at your fingertips. Once you've consulted The
Reading Group Insider, you'll be eager to start reading, meeting and discussing! (A Publication of
The eBook Insider Series)

jennifer egan visit from the goon squad: Novel Ideas Paul Williams, 2019-12-24 This
concise yet comprehensive study explores innovative practice in the novel and, from the perspective
of creative writing, the astonishing resilience of the novel form. It offers a practical guide to the
many possibilities available to the writer of the novel, with each chapter offering exercises to
encourage innovation and to expand the creative writer's narrative skills. Beginning with early
iterations of the novel in the 17th century, this book follows the evocation of innovation in the novel
through Realism, Modernism, Postmodernism and into today's dizzying array of digital and
interactive possibilities. While guiding the reader through the possibilities available (in both genre
and literary fiction), this book encourages both aspiring and established writers to produce novels
with imagination, playfulness and gravitas. Dynamic and interactive, this text is distinctive in
offering a grounding in the literary history of the novel, while also equipping readers to write in the
form themselves. It is an essential resource for any student of creative writing, or anyone with an
interest in writing their own novel.
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