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James Weldon Johnson and the Enduring Power of "Lift Every Voice and Sing"

james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing is more than just a phrase—it
represents a historic anthem that has echoed through generations, inspiring
hope, resilience, and unity. Often referred to as the Black national anthem,
"Lift Every Voice and Sing" holds a special place in American history and
culture. Written by James Weldon Johnson with music composed by his brother,
J. Rosamond Johnson, this song encapsulates the struggles and triumphs of
African Americans and continues to resonate deeply today.

The Origins of "Lift Every Voice and Sing"

To truly appreciate the significance of "Lift Every Voice and Sing," it’s
important to understand the context in which James Weldon Johnson penned the
lyrics. Written in 1900, the song was first performed by a choir of 500
schoolchildren in Jacksonville, Florida, as part of a celebration for Abraham
Lincoln’s birthday. Johnson, an accomplished poet, lawyer, and civil rights
activist, crafted the words to capture the hopes and hardships of the Black
community following the Reconstruction era.

James Weldon Johnson: A Multifaceted Legacy

Beyond his role as a lyricist, James Weldon Johnson was a prominent figure in
the Harlem Renaissance and a leading voice in the NAACP. His work spanned
literature, music, diplomacy, and civil rights advocacy. The creation of
"Lift Every Voice and Sing" was a reflection of his commitment to uplifting
African American culture and pushing for social justice.

The Lyrics and Their Deep Symbolism

Every line of "Lift Every Voice and Sing" is imbued with powerful imagery and
emotional weight. The song opens with a call to raise voices in unison,
symbolizing collective strength and the pursuit of freedom. It acknowledges
the painful past of slavery and oppression but balances this with a hopeful
outlook toward a future of equality and justice.

Analyzing Key Themes

- **Hope and Perseverance:** The lyrics emphasize endurance through
adversity, reminding listeners that despite hardships, progress is possible.
- **Faith and Spirituality:** References to divine guidance and prayer
highlight the role of faith in sustaining the community.
- **Unity and Empowerment:** The song encourages solidarity and a shared
commitment to freedom and dignity.



Understanding these themes helps explain why "Lift Every Voice and Sing"
transcends being just a song—it is a narrative of resilience and a blueprint
for empowerment.

The Cultural Impact and Legacy of "Lift Every
Voice and Sing"

Since its debut, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" has become a staple in African
American culture and beyond. It has been performed at important events,
including civil rights rallies, school programs, and national celebrations.
The song's ability to move and unite people makes it an enduring anthem of
hope.

Recognition and Controversy

Over the decades, there have been discussions about the song’s place in
American society. Some have advocated for it to be recognized as the official
Black national anthem, while others emphasize its role in the broader
American narrative. Despite differing opinions, its significance remains
uncontested in many communities.

Modern Adaptations and Performances

Artists from various genres have covered "Lift Every Voice and Sing,"
bringing fresh interpretations while retaining its core message. From gospel
choirs to contemporary musicians, the song continues to inspire new
audiences, illustrating its timeless relevance.

Why "Lift Every Voice and Sing" Matters Today

In contemporary society, where conversations about race, equality, and
justice are more prominent than ever, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" offers both
historical perspective and emotional grounding. It serves as a reminder of
the sacrifices made by previous generations and the ongoing journey toward
equity.

Incorporating the Anthem in Education and Community

Many schools and organizations include the song in their curricula and
programs to teach young people about African American history and cultural
heritage. This practice not only preserves the legacy of James Weldon Johnson
but also fosters a deeper understanding of social justice.

Using the Anthem as a Tool for Healing and Unity



The song’s uplifting message has been used in moments of national mourning
and protest alike, providing comfort and a sense of solidarity. In times of
division, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" acts as a unifying force that
encourages reflection and collective action.

Tips for Engaging with "Lift Every Voice and
Sing"

If you’re looking to explore or introduce this powerful anthem to others,
consider these approaches:

Learn the History: Understanding the background of James Weldon Johnson
and the era in which the song was written enriches the listening
experience.

Listen to Various Versions: Explore different musical arrangements—from
traditional choir performances to modern renditions—to appreciate its
versatility.

Discuss Its Meaning: Facilitate conversations about the song’s themes
and relevance in today’s social climate with friends, family, or
classrooms.

Attend Live Performances: Experiencing the anthem in a community setting
can deepen emotional connection and foster unity.

Create Artistic Interpretations: Encourage creative projects like
poetry, art, or music inspired by the anthem to personalize its message.

Engaging with "Lift Every Voice and Sing" actively helps keep its spirit
alive and meaningful across generations.

The Enduring Voice of James Weldon Johnson

The legacy of James Weldon Johnson and his work on "Lift Every Voice and
Sing" remains a beacon of hope and resilience. The anthem’s continued
relevance speaks to its profound ability to capture the complex emotions tied
to the African American experience and the universal human aspiration for
freedom.

Whether sung in a church, at a civil rights march, or in classrooms across
the country, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" continues to inspire courage and
unity. Its message invites everyone to raise their voices in solidarity,
ensuring that the song—and the spirit it embodies—will endure for generations
to come.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who wrote the poem 'Lift Every Voice and Sing'?

James Weldon Johnson wrote the poem 'Lift Every Voice and Sing' in 1900.

What is the significance of 'Lift Every Voice and
Sing' in African American history?

'Lift Every Voice and Sing' is often referred to as the Black National Anthem
and symbolizes the struggle, resilience, and hope of African Americans
throughout history.

When was 'Lift Every Voice and Sing' first performed
publicly?

The song was first performed publicly in 1900 by a group of 500
schoolchildren in Jacksonville, Florida, to celebrate Abraham Lincoln's
birthday.

What inspired James Weldon Johnson to write 'Lift
Every Voice and Sing'?

Johnson was inspired to write the poem to express hope and faith amidst the
struggles faced by African Americans during the post-Reconstruction era.

How did 'Lift Every Voice and Sing' become known as
the Black National Anthem?

Over time, the song became an anthem for African American communities due to
its powerful message of perseverance and liberation, gaining widespread
recognition during the Civil Rights Movement.

What themes are prominent in 'Lift Every Voice and
Sing'?

The song highlights themes of freedom, perseverance, faith, hope, and the
ongoing fight for equality.

Who composed the music for 'Lift Every Voice and
Sing'?

J. Rosamond Johnson, James Weldon Johnson's brother, composed the music for
the poem.

How is 'Lift Every Voice and Sing' used in modern
times?

It is performed at various cultural, political, and social events, especially
those related to African American heritage and civil rights.

What impact did James Weldon Johnson's work have



beyond 'Lift Every Voice and Sing'?

James Weldon Johnson was a prominent civil rights activist, writer, and
leader in the NAACP, contributing significantly to African American
literature and advocacy.

Additional Resources
James Weldon Johnson and the Enduring Legacy of "Lift Every Voice and Sing"

james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing represents more than just a
song; it embodies a powerful anthem deeply rooted in African American history
and culture. Often referred to as the "Black National Anthem," this hymn has
transcended its original context to become a symbol of resilience, hope, and
unity. The song's creation and its ongoing impact reflect the genius of James
Weldon Johnson, a prominent figure in the Harlem Renaissance and a dedicated
civil rights activist.

The Historical Context of "Lift Every Voice and
Sing"

Written in 1900, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" emerged during a turbulent era
in American history. James Weldon Johnson penned the lyrics as a poem, which
was later set to music by his brother, J. Rosamond Johnson. Originally
intended as a tribute to Abraham Lincoln, the song quickly evolved into an
anthem for African Americans facing systemic racism, segregation, and
disenfranchisement.

The early 20th century presented immense challenges for Black Americans, with
Jim Crow laws institutionalizing racial discrimination. In this environment,
Johnson’s work stood out as a beacon of empowerment. "Lift Every Voice and
Sing" was first performed by a choir of 500 schoolchildren in Jacksonville,
Florida, marking the beginning of its journey as a unifying song.

James Weldon Johnson: A Multifaceted Legacy

Understanding the significance of "Lift Every Voice and Sing" requires an
appreciation of its author’s broader contributions. James Weldon Johnson was
not only a gifted lyricist but also a lawyer, diplomat, educator, and
prominent leader in the NAACP. His literary and activist pursuits were
intertwined, reflecting a commitment to advancing civil rights and African
American cultural expression.

Johnson's ability to articulate the struggles and aspirations of Black
Americans through poetry and music contributed to the Harlem Renaissance’s
flourishing. His writings often explored themes of identity, justice, and
heritage, which resonate deeply in "Lift Every Voice and Sing."



Analyzing the Lyrics and Musical Composition

At its core, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" combines poetic lyricism with a
solemn and uplifting melody. The lyrics traverse a narrative arc that
acknowledges past suffering while embracing hope for a brighter future.
Johnson’s words emphasize faith, perseverance, and collective strength, which
have allowed the song to maintain relevance across generations.

Key Themes in the Lyrics

The song’s verses speak directly to the African American experience:

Endurance: The lyrics recall the trials faced by ancestors, underscoring
a legacy of survival.

Faith: Religious imagery and references to divine guidance highlight
spiritual resilience.

Hope and Progress: The final stanzas look toward freedom and equality,
reflecting ongoing aspirations.

Musically, the composition is both solemn and stirring. The melody supports
congregational singing, which has helped establish the song as a communal
experience in churches, schools, and public events.

The Cultural Impact and Continued Relevance

Over the past century, "Lift Every Voice and Sing" has become a cultural
touchstone within the United States. It is often performed during Black
History Month, Juneteenth celebrations, and civil rights commemorations. Its
designation as the "Black National Anthem" highlights its role in fostering a
shared identity and collective memory.

Comparisons with Other National Anthems

Unlike the United States’ official anthem, "The Star-Spangled Banner," which
focuses on patriotism and military history, "Lift Every Voice and Sing"
offers a narrative centered on liberation and social justice. This difference
has sparked discussions about representation and inclusivity in American
national symbols.

The song’s adaptability has also contributed to its enduring status. Artists
across genres—from gospel to jazz to contemporary R&B—have recorded versions,
each bringing new emotional textures that resonate with diverse audiences.



Pros and Cons of Its Symbolism

While widely celebrated, the song’s symbolism is not without debate:

Pros: It provides a unifying anthem for African Americans, honors
historical struggles, and inspires activism.

Cons: Some critics argue that its designation as a separate anthem could
reinforce societal divisions rather than promote integration.

Nevertheless, the majority view regards "Lift Every Voice and Sing" as an
essential element of the American cultural mosaic.

Educational and Social Significance

In educational settings, the song serves as a teaching tool to explore
African American history and literature. Its inclusion in school curricula
encourages students to engage with topics such as racial injustice,
resilience, and the power of artistic expression.

Moreover, the song’s performance in public spaces contributes to ongoing
dialogues about race relations and social equity. It provides a historical
lens through which contemporary issues can be examined, making it relevant in
discussions about civil rights movements, both past and present.

Integration into Modern Activism

Recent years have seen "Lift Every Voice and Sing" gain renewed prominence
amid social justice protests and movements advocating for racial equality.
Its verses are often chanted or performed during rallies, symbolizing
solidarity and the enduring fight against oppression.

Social media platforms have also played a role in amplifying the song’s
message, with viral performances and reinterpretations reaching global
audiences. This digital resurgence highlights the song’s capacity to adapt
and inspire in a rapidly changing world.

The continued resonance of James Weldon Johnson’s words underscores the
enduring power of art to shape cultural consciousness and mobilize
communities toward justice. "Lift Every Voice and Sing" remains a testament
to the struggles endured and the victories achieved, echoing through
generations as a call to uplift, remember, and persevere.

James Weldon Johnson Lift Every Voice And Sing

  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing James Weldon
Johnson, 2019-01-08 A moving history of the African-American struggle for equality, Lift Ev'ry Voice

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-154/james-weldon-johnson-lift-every-voice-and-sing.pdf


and Sing was written for schoolchildren to sing at an Abraham Lincoln birthday celebration in 1900
and was named the official African-American anthem in 1949. With linocuts of renowned Harlem
Renaissance artist Elizabeth Catlett, this text and art pairing captures the achievements, spirit, joy,
and struggle of the African-American experience. This reissue will feature new backmatter
contextualizing the history of the song as well as the significance of Ms. Catlett as an artist.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing James Weldon
Johnson, Elizabeth Catlett, 1994-01-01 An illustrated version of the song that has come to be
considered the African American national anthem.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon
Johnson: Context and Poem Lori Brown, James Weldon Johnson, 2021 Designed to be used before or
after watching Poetry in Action: The Recital, this guide offers a print version of the poem and
contextual information about James Weldon Johnson's 'Lift Every Voice and Sing'.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: James Weldon Johnson Pat McKissack,
Fredrick McKissack, 1990 Recounts the life of the author and civil rights leader who blazed a trail
for racial equality and human rights through his songs, poems, speeches, and other writings.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing James Weldon
Johnson, 2000 This uplifting tribute to one of the most beloved spirituals of all time celebrates the
100th anniversary of the spiritual's creation. This book includes vintage and modern photographs
depicting the African American legacy of strength and triumph. Sheet music in the back of the book
adds to the richness of the collection. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing Julian Bond, Dr.
Sondra Kathryn Wilson, 2001-02-01 A group of young men in Jacksonville, Florida, arranged to
celebrate Lincoln's birthday in 1900. My brother, J. Rosamond Johnson, and I decided to write a song
to be sung at the exercise. I wrote the words and he wrote the music. Our New York publisher,
Edward B. Marks, made mimeographed copies for us and the song was taught to and sung by a
chorus of five hundred colored school children. Shortly afterwards my brother and I moved from
Jacksonville to New York, and the song passed out of our minds. But the school children of
Jacksonville kept singing it, they went off to other schools and sang it, they became teachers and
taught it to other children. Within twenty years it was being sung over the South and in some other
parts of the country. Today, the song, popularly known as the Negro National Hymn, is quite
generally used. The lines of this song repay me in elation, almost of exquisite anguish, whenever I
hear them sung by Negro children. —James Weldon Johnson, 1935 Pasted into Bibles, schoolbooks,
and hearts, Lift Every Voice and Sing, written by J. Rosamond Johnson and James Weldon Johnson in
1900, has become one of the most beloved songs in the African American community—taught for
years in schools, churches, and civic organizations. Adopted by the NAACP as its official song in the
1920s and sung throughout the civil rights movement, it is still heard today at gatherings across
America. James Weldon Johnson's lyrics pay homage to a history of struggle but never waver from a
sense of optimism for the future—facing the rising sun of our new day begun, let us march on till
victory is won. Its message of hope and strength has made Lift Every Voice and Sing a source of
inspiration for generations. In celebration of the song's centennial, Julian Bond and Sondra Kathryn
Wilson have collected one hundred essays by artists, educators, politicians, and activists reflecting
on their personal experiences with the song. Also featuring photos from historical archives, Lift
Every Voice and Sing is a moving illustration of the African American experience in the past century.
With contributors including John Hope Franklin, Jesse Jackson, Maya Angelou, Norman Lear, Maxine
Waters, and Percy Sutton, this volume is a personal tribute to the enduring power of an anthem. Lift
Every Voice and Sing has touched the hearts of many who have heard it because its true aim, as
Harry Belafonte explains, isn't just to show life as it is but to show life as it should be.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon
Johnson: Fact Sheet Lori Brown, 2021 Providing essential information for the analysis and
exploration of James Weldon Johnson's 'Lift Every Voice and Sing', this factsheet covers themes,
devices, structure and voice.



  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing James Weldon
Johnson, 2000-02-01 This selection of more than forty poems from a leading figure of the Harlem
Renaissance includes both uncompromising indictments of racial injustice and celebrations of the
triumphs of African-Americans. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by
award-winning translators.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing James Weldon
Johnson, 1995-01 An illustrated version of the song that has come to be considered the African
American national anthem.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice and Sing Ann Morris,
1999 Profiles of 100 prominent African Americans of St. Louis reveal challenges faced by Blacks
throughout the 20th century. Men and women from fields including medicine, education, music,
journalism, and business relate their experiences of racism, obstacles they overcame in their
professions, and lessons that life has taught them. An introduction paints a picture of 100 years of
the city's history. The book includes portraits of each person profiled by Wiley Price, a prizewinning
photojournalist for the St. Louis American. Wesley and Morris are affiliated with the Western
Historical Manuscript Collection at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. Annotation copyrighted by
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Lift Every Voice Burton William Peretti,
Jacqueline M Moore, Nina Mjagkij, 2009 Looks at the history of African American music from its
roots in Africa and slavery to the present day and examines its place within African American
communities and the nation as a whole.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Lift Ev'ry Voice And Sing James Weldon
Johnson, 2002-01-01 Written by civil rights leader and poet James Weldon Johnson in 1899, Lift Ev'ry
Voice and Sing is sung in schools and churches throughout America. The popular, timeless song is
recognized as a testimonial to the struggle and achievements of African-American people--past,
present, and future. Full-color illustrations.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Sing a Song Kelly Starling Lyons,
2022-09-06 This stirring book celebrates the history of the song Lift Every Voice and Sing—aka the
Black National Anthem—and how it inspired five generations of a family. Now in paperback. Sing a
song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us. Sing a song full of the hope that the present
has brought us. In Jacksonville, Florida, two brothers, one of them the principal of a segregated,
all-black school, wrote the song Lift Every Voice and Sing so his students could sing it for a tribute
to Abraham Lincoln's birthday in 1900. From that moment on, the song has provided inspiration and
solace for generations of Black families. Mothers and fathers passed it on to their children who sang
it to their children and grandchildren. Known as the Black National Anthem, it has been sung during
major moments of the Civil Rights Movement and at family gatherings and college graduations.
Inspired by this song's enduring significance, Kelly Starling Lyons and Keith Mallett tell a story
about the generations of families who gained hope and strength from the song's inspiring words. —A
CCBC Choice —A Notable Social Studies Trade Book for Young People —An ALSC Notable
Children's Book
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Personal Response: Lift Every Voice and
Sing by James Weldon Johnson Wendy R. Coleman, Deanna Rodger, 2021 Providing essential
information for the analysis and exploration of 'Lift Every Voice and Sing' by James Weldon Johnson,
this collection of personal responses showcases different interpretations of the poem.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: New Perspectives on James Weldon
Johnson's "The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man" Noelle Morrissette, 2017-07-15 James Weldon
Johnson (1871–1938) exemplified the ideal of the American public intellectual as a writer, educator,



songwriter, diplomat, key figure of the Harlem Renaissance, and first African American executive of
the NAACP. Originally published anonymously in 1912, Johnson’s novel The Autobiography of an
Ex-Colored Man is considered one of the foundational works of twentieth-century African American
literature, and its themes and forms have been taken up by other writers, from Ralph Ellison to Teju
Cole. Johnson’s novel provocatively engages with political and cultural strains still prevalent in
American discourse today, and it remains in print over a century after its initial publication. New
Perspectives contains fresh essays that analyze the book’s reverberations, the contexts within which
it was created and received, the aesthetic and intellectual developments of its author, and its
continuing influence on American literature and global culture. Contributors: Bruce Barnhart, Lori
Brooks, Ben Glaser, Jeff Karem, Daphne Lamothe, Noelle Morrissette, Michael Nowlin, Lawrence J.
Oliver, Diana Paulin, Amritjit Singh, Robert B. Stepto
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: The Trauma of Sexual and Domestic
Violence Sharon Ellis Davis, 2022-07-26 Recovering from the trauma of sexual and domestic
violence is a process that can lead you to find your own strength. Shaped by a faith identity
incongruent with her reality as a survivor of sexual and physical abuse, Ellis Davis became
intimately familiar with domestic violence and the church’s reluctance to intervene. Then, using
marriages as a touchstone for self-discovery only led her into increasingly violent relationships. Even
while navigating the process to wholeness as a woman police officer, Ellis Davis was not assured an
expedient process through the courts nor protection from male police officers. Determined to define
her worth for herself, Ellis Davis shares with liberating vulnerability decades of blessings and
betrayals as she self-actualized from being a victim of domestic violence and sexual traumas to
becoming victoriously accomplished and deeply content. This book provides hope for survivors,
pastoral wisdom for seminarians, cultural sensitivity for service providers, and is useful as a guide
for faith-based study groups.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: The Lever of Riches Joel Mokyr, 1992-04-09
In a world of supercomputers, genetic engineering, and fiber optics, technological creativity is ever
more the key to economic success. But why are some nations more creative than others, and why do
some highly innovative societies--such as ancient China, or Britain in the industrial revolution--pass
into stagnation? Beginning with a fascinating, concise history of technological progress, Mokyr sets
the background for his analysis by tracing the major inventions and innovations that have
transformed society since ancient Greece and Rome. What emerges from this survey is often
surprising: the classical world, for instance, was largely barren of new technology, the relatively
backward society of medieval Europe bristled with inventions, and the period between the
Reformation and the Industrial Revolution was one of slow and unspectacular progress in
technology, despite the tumultuous developments associated with the Voyages of Discovery and the
Scientific Revolution. What were the causes of technological creativity? Mokyr distinguishes
between the relationship of inventors and their physical environment--which determined their
willingness to challenge nature--and the social environment, which determined the openness to new
ideas. He discusses a long list of such factors, showing how they interact to help or hinder a nation's
creativity, and then illustrates them by a number of detailed comparative studies, examining the
differences between Europe and China, between classical antiquity and medieval Europe, and
between Britain and the rest of Europe during the industrial revolution. He examines such aspects
as the role of the state (the Chinese gave up a millennium-wide lead in shipping to the Europeans,
for example, when an Emperor banned large ocean-going vessels), the impact of science, as well as
religion, politics, and even nutrition. He questions the importance of such commonly-cited factors as
the spill-over benefits of war, the abundance of natural resources, life expectancy, and labor costs.
Today, an ever greater number of industrial economies are competing in the global market, locked in
a struggle that revolves around technological ingenuity. The Lever of Riches, with its keen analysis
derived from a sweeping survey of creativity throughout history, offers telling insights into the
question of how Western economies can maintain, and developing nations can unlock, their creative
potential.



  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: May We Forever Stand Imani Perry,
2018-02-02 The twin acts of singing and fighting for freedom have been inseparable in African
American history. May We Forever Stand tells an essential part of that story. With lyrics penned by
James Weldon Johnson and music composed by his brother Rosamond, “Lift Every Voice and Sing”
was embraced almost immediately as an anthem that captured the story and the aspirations of black
Americans. Since the song’s creation, it has been adopted by the NAACP and performed by countless
artists in times of both crisis and celebration, cementing its place in African American life up
through the present day. In this rich, poignant, and readable work, Imani Perry tells the story of the
Black National Anthem as it traveled from South to North, from civil rights to black power, and from
countless family reunions to Carnegie Hall and the Oval Office. Drawing on a wide array of sources,
Perry uses “Lift Every Voice and Sing” as a window on the powerful ways African Americans have
used music and culture to organize, mourn, challenge, and celebrate for more than a century.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Congo Love Song Ira Dworkin, 2017-04-27
In his 1903 hit “Congo Love Song,” James Weldon Johnson recounts a sweet if seemingly generic
romance between two young Africans. While the song’s title may appear consistent with that
narrative, it also invokes the site of King Leopold II of Belgium’s brutal colonial regime at a time
when African Americans were playing a central role in a growing Congo reform movement. In an era
when popular vaudeville music frequently trafficked in racist language and imagery, “Congo Love
Song” emerges as one example of the many ways that African American activists, intellectuals, and
artists called attention to colonialism in Africa. In this book, Ira Dworkin examines black Americans’
long cultural and political engagement with the Congo and its people. Through studies of George
Washington Williams, Booker T. Washington, Pauline Hopkins, Langston Hughes, Malcolm X, and
other figures, he brings to light a long-standing relationship that challenges familiar presumptions
about African American commitments to Africa. Dworkin offers compelling new ways to understand
how African American involvement in the Congo has helped shape anticolonialism, black aesthetics,
and modern black nationalism.
  james weldon johnson lift every voice and sing: Sacral Grooves, Limbo Gateways Keith
Cartwright, 2013 “We're seeing people that we didn't know exist,” the director of FEMA
acknowledged in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. Sacral Grooves, Limbo Gateways offers a corrective
to some of America's institutionalized invisibilities by delving into the submerged networks of ritual
performance, writing, intercultural history, and migration that have linked the coastal U.S. South
with the Caribbean and the wider Atlantic world. This interdisciplinary study slips beneath the bar of
rigid national and literary periods, embarking upon deeper—more rhythmic and
embodied—signatures of time. It swings low through ecologies and symbolic orders of creolized
space. And it reappraises pluralistic modes of knowledge, kinship, and authority that have sustained
vital forms of agency (such as jazz) amid abysses of racialized trauma. Drawing from Haitian Vodou
and New Orleanian Voudou and from Cuban and South Floridian Santería, as well as from
Afro-Baptist (Caribbean, Geechee, and Bahamian) models of encounters with otherness, this book
reemplaces deep-southern texts within the counterclockwise ring-stepping of a long Afro-Atlantic
modernity. Turning to an orphan girl's West African initiation tale to follow a remarkably traveled
body of feminine rites and writing (in works by Paule Marshall, Zora Neale Hurston, Lydia Cabrera,
William Faulkner, James Weldon Johnson, and LeAnne Howe, among others), Cartwright argues that
only in holistic form, emergent from gulfs of cross-cultural witness, can literary and humanistic
authority find legitimacy. Without such grounding, he contends, our educational institutions blind
and even poison students, bringing them to “swallow lye,” like the grandson of Phoenix Jackson in
Eudora Welty's “A Worn Path.” Here, literary study may open pathways to alternative
medicines—fetched by tenacious avatars like Phoenix (or an orphan Kumba or a shell-shaking
Turtle)—to remedy the lies our partial histories have made us swallow.
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