flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter

Flopsy Mopsy Cottontail and Peter: Exploring the Beloved Characters of Beatrix Potter

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter are names that instantly evoke images of charming little
rabbits hopping through the English countryside. These endearing characters hail from the timeless
tales penned by Beatrix Potter, whose stories have delighted children and adults alike for over a
century. Through her whimsical narratives and exquisite illustrations, Potter brought to life a world
where animals exhibit human traits, emotions, and adventures, making Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and
Peter some of the most memorable figures in children’s literature.

In this article, we’ll dive into the origins of these beloved rabbits, explore their unique personalities,
and uncover why their stories continue to resonate today. Whether you're a longtime fan or a
newcomer curious about the magic of Beatrix Potter’s creations, read on to discover the charm
behind Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter.

The Origins of Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter

Beatrix Potter first introduced Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter in her 1902 classic, *The Tale of
Peter Rabbit*. These siblings live with their mother in a cozy burrow, and their escapades often
revolve around the dangers and delights of the garden owned by Mr. McGregor. Potter’s inspiration
for these characters came from her own pet rabbits, and her keen observation of nature helped her
infuse them with lifelike details.

From Real Rabbits to Literary Stars

Potter was an avid naturalist, and her illustrations reflect her deep appreciation for flora and fauna.
The rabbits’ personalities were shaped by her observations of animal behavior, as well as the
Victorian era’s fondness for anthropomorphized storytelling. Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cottontail are
characterized as obedient and gentle, while Peter is the mischievous, adventurous one—traits that
create a dynamic and relatable sibling group.

Character Profiles: Understanding Flopsy, Mopsy,
Cottontail, and Peter

Each rabbit brings something unique to the stories, making readers connect with their individual
traits.

Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cottontail: The Well-Behaved Siblings

Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cottontail are often grouped together because of their similar personalities and



behavior. They're portrayed as sweet, cautious, and well-mannered, often following their mother’s
advice without question. Their love for gathering blackberries and making rabbit pies illustrates their
wholesome, domestic nature. In some tales, they are shown as slightly naive but kind-hearted,
reinforcing the theme of innocence in the natural world.

Peter Rabbit: The Adventurous Rebel

Peter stands out as the protagonist of the stories, known for his curiosity and rebellious spirit. His
daring escapades in Mr. McGregor’s garden, despite warnings, highlight the tension between youthful
exuberance and caution. Peter’s escapades teach valuable lessons about consequences,
responsibility, and bravery, making him a relatable figure for children learning to navigate
boundaries.

The Enduring Appeal of Flopsy Mopsy Cottontail and
Peter in Children’s Literature

It’s not just nostalgia that keeps these characters alive in the hearts of readers; their stories are
timeless because they blend education with entertainment seamlessly.

Lessons Embedded in the Tales

Beatrix Potter’s rabbit stories subtly convey important messages about safety, obedience, and the
natural order. For example, Peter’'s misadventure warns children about the risks of disobedience,
while the gentler siblings demonstrate the rewards of listening to parents. These lessons are wrapped
in engaging narratives that avoid being preachy, ensuring that children absorb the morals naturally.

Artistry and Storytelling Craft

Potter’s watercolor illustrations are as much a part of the stories’ magic as the text. Her detailed
depictions of the English countryside, the rabbits’ fur, and garden vegetables draw readers into a
vivid world. This marriage of art and story set a high standard for children’s books and continues to
inspire illustrators and authors.

How Flopsy Mopsy Cottontail and Peter Influence
Modern Media and Culture

The impact of these characters extends far beyond the pages of Potter’s original books.



Adaptations and Merchandise

Numerous adaptations, from animated films to stage plays, have brought Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail,
and Peter to new audiences. Their images adorn a wide range of merchandise, including toys,
clothing, and home décor, making them a staple in children’s culture worldwide. The characters’
wholesome image appeals to parents and educators who value classic storytelling.

Inspiration for Contemporary Storytelling

Modern authors and illustrators often cite Beatrix Potter’s rabbit tales as an influence, particularly in
creating animal characters with depth and personality. The balance of whimsy and realism in these
stories serves as a model for engaging children while nurturing their imagination and ethical
understanding.

Tips for Introducing Flopsy Mopsy Cottontail and Peter
to a New Generation

Sharing these classic tales with children today requires a thoughtful approach to maintain their
relevance and appeal.

Read Aloud with Expression: Bringing the characters to life through voice modulation and
enthusiasm helps engage young listeners.

Explore Nature Together: Use the stories as a springboard for outdoor activities like visiting
a garden or observing rabbits in the wild.

Create Art Inspired by the Tales: Encourage children to draw or paint scenes from the
books, fostering creativity and connection.

Discuss the Themes: Talk about the lessons of safety, family, and adventure to deepen
understanding.

These strategies help integrate the classic charm of Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter into
contemporary childhood experiences.

Beatrix Potter’s creations continue to captivate and educate, with Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter
standing as enduring symbols of innocence, curiosity, and the beauty of nature. Their stories invite us
all to pause, imagine, and cherish the simple joys found in the world around us.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who are Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter in Beatrix
Potter's stories?

Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter are the four bunny siblings featured in Beatrix Potter's beloved
children's book 'The Tale of Peter Rabbit.' They are known for their distinct personalities and
adventures in Mr. McGregor's garden.

What is the main storyline involving Peter Rabbit and his
siblings Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cottontail?

The main storyline follows Peter Rabbit as he disobeys his mother's warning and ventures into Mr.
McGregor's garden to eat vegetables, while his siblings Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cottontail behave more
cautiously. Peter faces various dangers but eventually escapes back home.

How do Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cottontail differ from Peter Rabbit
in the story?

Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cottontail are depicted as well-behaved and obedient rabbits who stay out of
trouble, unlike their brother Peter Rabbit, who is mischievous and adventurous, often leading to
trouble in Mr. McGregor's garden.

What lessons can children learn from the characters Flopsy,
Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter?

Children can learn about the importance of listening to parental guidance, the consequences of
disobedience, and the value of caution and responsibility through the adventures and behavior of
Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter Rabbit.

Are Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter Rabbit featured in
other books besides ‘The Tale of Peter Rabbit'?

Yes, these characters appear in several of Beatrix Potter's books, including 'The Tale of the Flopsy
Bunnies,' which focuses on the adventures of Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cottontail as adults, and their own
family.

Additional Resources

Flopsy Mopsy Cottontail and Peter: An Analytical Review of Beatrix Potter’s Beloved Characters

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter are names that evoke nostalgia and charm, representing some
of the most enduring characters from Beatrix Potter’s cherished children’s tales. These
anthropomorphic rabbits have transcended generations, becoming iconic figures in children’s
literature and popular culture. This article delves into the origins, characteristics, and cultural impact



of Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter Rabbit, providing a comprehensive analysis that highlights why
they continue to captivate audiences worldwide.

The Origins and Literary Context of Flopsy Mopsy
Cottontail and Peter

Beatrix Potter introduced the world to Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter in her 1902 publication,
*The Tale of Peter Rabbit*. The story was originally written as a letter to a sick child and later
transformed into a full-fledged picture book that combined charming prose with Potter’s detailed
watercolors. The four rabbits are siblings, each with distinct personalities that reflect different facets
of childhood behavior and temperament.

Peter Rabbit, the most famous of the group, is portrayed as adventurous and mischievous, often
getting into trouble due to his curiosity and disregard for rules. His sisters—Flopsy, Mopsy, and
Cottontail—are generally more obedient and cautious, embodying the archetype of well-behaved
children. This contrast not only provides narrative tension but also delivers moral lessons subtly
woven into the storyline.

Character Profiles and Their Symbolism

Understanding the individual traits of Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter enriches the appreciation of
their roles within the stories:

e Peter Rabbit: The protagonist, known for his rebellious spirit and daring escapades, especially
his notorious venture into Mr. McGregor’s garden.

* Flopsy: Traditionally the eldest sister, she exemplifies obedience and gentleness, often seen as
the voice of responsibility among the siblings.

e Mopsy: Similar in disposition to Flopsy, Mopsy is sweet-natured and cautious, reinforcing the
theme of prudent behavior.

e Cottontail: The youngest sister, known for her innocence and charm, often depicted as playful
yet mindful of danger.

The sibling dynamic mirrors real-life childhood experiences, where varying personalities coexist within
the same family unit. This realistic portrayal contributes to the relatability and timeless appeal of the
characters.

The Cultural Impact and Evolution of Flopsy Mopsy



Cottontail and Peter

Since their inception, these characters have become a staple in children’s literature, influencing
numerous adaptations and merchandise over more than a century. The appeal of Flopsy, Mopsy,
Cottontail, and Peter extends beyond the pages of Potter’'s books, permeating various media forms
including animation, theater, and even fashion.

Adaptations and Media Presence

The tale of Peter Rabbit has been adapted into multiple animated series, feature films, and stage
productions. These adaptations often expand on the original characterizations of Flopsy, Mopsy, and
Cottontail, giving them more pronounced roles and backstories. For example, recent film versions
elevate the sisters’ personalities, presenting them as more adventurous and proactive compared to
their original portrayals.

This evolution reflects broader societal changes in how female characters are depicted, moving away
from passive roles toward more empowered and independent figures. Consequently, Flopsy, Mopsy,
and Cottontail have grown from mere foils to Peter’s antics into fully realized characters with their
own narrative arcs.

Merchandising and Brand Longevity

The commercial success of Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter is evidenced by an extensive range of
merchandise, including plush toys, clothing, stationery, and home décor. Their images are
synonymous with innocence and pastoral charm, making them popular choices for baby products and
children’s gifts.

The brand’s longevity can also be attributed to strategic marketing that balances nostalgia with
contemporary appeal. For instance, collaborations with modern designers have introduced the
characters to new consumer demographics, ensuring their relevance in today’s competitive market.

Analyzing Themes and Educational Value

Beyond entertainment, the stories of Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter carry educational
significance. They introduce young readers to fundamental concepts such as obedience,
consequences, and empathy through engaging storytelling.

Moral Lessons Embedded in the Tales

Peter Rabbit's misadventures serve as cautionary tales about the risks of disobedience and the
importance of listening to parental guidance. Conversely, the behavior of Flopsy, Mopsy, and
Cottontail reinforces positive traits like caution and attentiveness, subtly endorsing socially



acceptable conduct.

This juxtaposition offers children a nuanced understanding of right and wrong without overt
didacticism, making the lessons accessible and memorable.

Promoting Environmental Awareness

The natural settings of Potter’s stories, particularly the idyllic gardens and woodland environments,
foster an early appreciation for nature. The detailed illustrations of flora and fauna contribute to
children’s environmental awareness, encouraging curiosity about the natural world.

In recent years, educators and parents have utilized these stories as tools to discuss ecological topics,

such as wildlife habitats and conservation, demonstrating the timeless relevance of Flopsy, Mopsy,
Cottontail, and Peter in contemporary learning contexts.

Comparative Analysis: Flopsy Mopsy Cottontail and
Peter vs. Other Children’s Literature Characters

When compared to other iconic characters in children’s literature, such as Winnie the Pooh or the
characters from *Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland*, Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter distinguish
themselves through their grounded, pastoral realism and moral clarity.

While characters like Pooh often engage in whimsical, nonsensical adventures, Peter and his siblings
inhabit a world that closely mirrors real childhood experiences, albeit anthropomorphized. This
approach lends their stories a sense of immediacy and relevance that resonates with both children
and adults.

Furthermore, the gender roles embodied by Flopsy, Mopsy, and Cottontail, though reflective of early

20th-century norms, have been progressively reinterpreted in modern adaptations to align with
contemporary values, something less prevalent in many other classic children’s books.

Pros and Cons of Potter’s Characterization Approach

¢ Pros:
o Characters are relatable and diverse in temperament.
o Stories balance entertainment with moral education.

o Rich naturalistic detail fosters environmental appreciation.



e Cons:
o Original gender roles may feel outdated to modern audiences.

o The simplicity of the narrative may lack complexity for older readers.

These strengths and limitations highlight the need for contextual understanding when engaging with
Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter in today’s cultural landscape.

The Enduring Legacy of Flopsy Mopsy Cottontail and
Peter

Over a century since their creation, Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter remain iconic figures whose
stories continue to enchant new generations. Their influence permeates literature, education, and
popular culture, underscoring the timeless nature of Beatrix Potter’s vision.

The characters’ adaptability to changing societal norms and media formats ensures their ongoing
relevance. Whether through traditional storybooks, animated adaptations, or educational programs,
these four rabbits symbolize a unique intersection of innocence, adventure, and moral reflection that
few children’s characters achieve.

In examining Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter, it becomes clear that their appeal lies not only in

their charm but also in their capacity to evolve while retaining the core values that have made them
beloved for generations.

Flopsy Mopsy Cottontail And Peter

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: Once Upon a Time There Were Four Little Rabbits
and Their Names Were Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter David Weekley, 2018-12-03 Once
upon a time there were four little Rabbits and their names were Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter
This is a full-color, remastered version of Beatrix Potter's drawing of Peter and his family on the
front cover. A picture of Peter running into Mr. McGregor's watering can in the garden. The interior
pages feature the watermark of Peter bumping up against Mr. McGregor's watering can at the
bottom of each page. * 5 x 8 small size * Gray Lined Pages * Full Color Glossy Cover * Great Gift *
Made in USA *

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: The Table of Peter Rabbit ,

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: THE TALE OF PETER RABBIT NARAYAN CHANGDER,
2023-11-07 If you need a free PDF practice set of this book for your studies, feel free to reach out to
me at cbsenet4u@gmail.com, and I'll send you a copy! THE TALE OF PETER RABBIT MCQ
(MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS
AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS
TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE
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COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE
SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT,
IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE TALE
OF PETER RABBIT MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR THE TALE OF PETER RABBIT KNOWLEDGE AND
EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE
ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY
FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: Surprised by C.S. Lewis, George MacDonald & Dante
Kathryn Ann Lindskoog, 2001 Here are dozens of surprising aspects of the life and writings of C. S.
Lewis, George MacDonald, and Dante. (George MacDonald loved the writings of Dante, and C. S.
Lewis loved the writings of both Dante and MacDonald.) Contents range from the quick, surprising
fun of Who Is This Man? to the practical, down-to-earth instruction of C. S. Lewis's Free Advice to
Hopeful Writers and the adventurous scholarship of Spring in Purgatory and Mining Dante.

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: The Tale of Peter Rabbit Beatrix Potter, 1928 Peter
disobeys his mother by going into Mr. McGregor's garden and almost gets caught.

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: Toddler Tuffables: The Classic Tale of Peter Rabbit Beatrix
Potter, 2021-01-12 Come along on an adventurous journey with the world's most beloved bunny,
Peter Rabbit, in The Classic Tale of Peter Rabbit. This Toddler Tuffables tear-free paperback edition
features illustrations by award winning artist, Charles Santore. Valuable lessons can be learned from
the mischievous and disobedient Peter Rabbit as he ignores his mother’s warning about Mr.
McGregor and his vegetable garden. As Peter gets into trouble, he’ll have to ask for help to find a
way home. These timeless children’s classics provide kids with tales about values, morals, and
virtue. This Toddler Tuffables edition features: A beautifully designed baby-proof paperback Printed
with FDA-approved ink on tear-free paper Abridged story for early readers Small size for little
handslllustrations by renowned, New York Times #1 Bestselling artist Charles Santore The Classic
Tale of Peter Rabbit: Makes a great gift for baby showers, spring holidays such as Easter, or
birthdays Is perfect for family reading, or preschool lessons A wonderful classic to add to family
collections The critically-acclaimed illustrator, Charles Santore, has been celebrated with
recognitions such as the prestigious Hamilton King Award, the Society of Illustrators Award of
Excellence, and the Original Art 2000 Gold Medal from the Society of Illustrators. He is best known
for his luminous interpretations of classic children’s stories, including The Night Before Christmas,
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, Aesop's Fables, The Little Mermaid, Snow White, The Velveteen
Rabbit, The Wizard of Oz, and more!

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: The Highlands and Islands of Scotland Alistair Moffat,
2024-06-06 Alistair Moffat tells the extraordinary story of the Highlands in the most detailed book
ever written about this remarkable part of Scotland. This is the story of the Highlands and Islands of
Scotland as it has never been told before. From the formation of the landscape millions of years ago
to the twenty-first century, it brings to life the events and the people who have shaped Highland
history, from saints, sinners and outlaws to monarchs, clan chiefs and warriors. Highly readable and
informative, it mines a wide range of sources including medieval manuscripts and sagas, poetry and
popular culture. Picts, Romans, Irish missionaries, Vikings, Jacobites and the flood of emigrants who
left to forge new lives abroad are just some of the important players in the drama. As he paints the
bigger picture, Alistair Moffat also introduces many key aspects of Highland culture and explores
the experience of ordinary Highlanders and Islanders over thousands of years.

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: The Tale Of Peter Rabbit Beatrix Potter, 2021-01-08 List
of works by Ataulfo Alves: p. 265-271.

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: The Classic Tale of Peter Rabbit Beatrix Potter,
2023-02-28 Come along on an adventurous journey with the world's most beloved bunny, Peter
Rabbit, in The Classic Tale of Peter Rabbit and Other Cherished Stories. This beautiful Collectible
Leather edition features illustrations by award winning artist, Charles Santore. Valuable lessons can



be learned from the mischievous and disobedient Peter Rabbit as he ignores his mother’s warning
about Mr. McGregor and his vegetable garden. As Peter gets into trouble, he’ll have to ask for help
to find a way home. Explore the other characters in Beatrix Potter’s enchanted world with several
other stories about Peter’s animal friends. These timeless children’s classics provide kids with tales
about values, morals, and virtue. This Collectible Leather edition features: A beautifully designed
leather hardcover with gold foiling A large four-page foldout opens to 46 inches and brings this story
to life for little ones Other classic tales by Beatrix Potter included are: The Tale of Mr. Jeremy
Fisher, The Tale of Benjamin Bunny, The Tale of Two Bad Mice, and The Tale of The Flopsy Bunnies
[lustrations by renowned, New York Times #1 Bestselling artist Charles Santore The Classic Tale of
Peter Rabbit and Other Cherished Stories: Makes a great gift for baby showers, spring holidays such
as Easter, or birthdays Is perfect for family and bedtime reading, or preschool lessons A wonderful
classic to add to family collections as a keepsake The critically-acclaimed illustrator, Charles
Santore, has been celebrated with recognitions such as the prestigious Hamilton King Award, the
Society of Illustrators Award of Excellence, and the Original Art 2000 Gold Medal from the Society
of Illustrators. He is best known for his luminous interpretations of classic children’s stories,
including The Night Before Christmas, Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, Aesop's Fables, The Little
Mermaid, Snow White, The Velveteen Rabbit, The Wizard of Oz, and more!

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: The Classic Tale of Peter Rabbit Heirloom Edition Beatrix
Potter, 2023-02-28 Come on a springtime adventure with Beatrix Potter's beloved bunny, Peter
Rabbit, and his fellow animal friends.

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: The Classroom Teacher Milo Burdette Hillegas, Thomas
Henry Briggs, 1927

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: The Complete Writer: Level 1 Workbook for Writing
with Ease Susan Wise Bauer, Peter Buffington, 2008-08-12 A workbook to accompany the acclaimed
series on teaching writing, from the author of The Well-Trained Mind. In Writing with Ease, Susan
Wise Bauer lays out an alternative plan for teaching writing, one that combines the best elements of
old-fashioned writing instruction with innovative new educational methods. The Complete Writer
workbooks (each sold separately) complement this plan with lessons, student worksheets, and
teacher instructions for every day of writing instruction. Each covers one year of study. Used along
with Writing with Ease, The Complete Writer, Level One (first in a four-volume set) complete the
elementary-grade writing curriculum.

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: Complete Writer Writing with Ease Level 1 Workbook
Susan Wise Bauer, Peter Buffington, 2008-08-12 A workbook to accompany the acclaimed series on
teaching writing, from the author of The Well-Trained Mind. In Writing with Ease, Susan Wise Bauer
lays out an alternative plan for teaching writing, one that combines the best elements of
old-fashioned writing instruction with innovative new educational methods. The Complete Writer
workbooks (each sold separately) complement this plan with lessons, student worksheets, and
teacher instructions for every day of writing instruction. Each covers one year of study. Used along
with Writing with Ease, The Complete Writer, Level One (first in a four-volume set) complete the
elementary-grade writing curriculum.

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: Fairy Tales and After Roger Sale, 1978 Explores the
enduring fascination of the best-known children's books in English.

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: A Collection of Beatrix Potter Stories Beatrix Potter,

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: Impressions 2 , 2 /e Bhattacharya,

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: The Junior Classics: Animal and nature stories
William Patten, 1918

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: Collection of Beatrix Potter Stories Eas Beatrix Potter,
2006-10 This is Beatrix Potter true English Classic for children! All of the stories have a subtle
educative moral. Disobedient children are punished in some books but this does not mean they are
dark stories. Infact her stories are so light the children can not get oppressed. All the characters are
full of life, love and portray great imaginative fun.




flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: Beatrix Potter's Peter Rabbit Margaret Mackey, 2002
Thirteen essays explore the timeless appeal of Peter's antics, and the impact of this extraordinary
book on children worldwide. Contributors, each a respected scholar in the field of children's
literature, examine details of Potter's life, her history as an artist, her accomplishments as a
naturalist, and the contextual factors affecting her writing and illustrations. Others investigate the
timelessness of this story, exploring its psychological and sociological truths and comparing Peter
Rabbit to present day literature.

flopsy mopsy cottontail and peter: The Gordon Readers Emma K. Gordon, Marietta
Stockard, 1918
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