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**Understanding the Facts About Reconstruction After the Civil War**

Facts about reconstruction after the civil war reveal a complex and transformative period in American
history. Following the devastating conflict that tore the nation apart from 1861 to 1865, the United States
faced the daunting task of rebuilding not just its infrastructure, but also its social, political, and economic
fabric. Reconstruction was a time of great hope, intense struggle, and profound change, shaping the future
of the country in ways that still resonate today. Let’s explore the key facts, challenges, and outcomes of this
critical era.

The Historical Context of Reconstruction

After the Civil War ended in 1865, the United States entered a phase known as Reconstruction, which
lasted roughly from 1865 to 1877. This period was marked by efforts to reintegrate the Southern states that
had seceded, rebuild the war-torn South, and address the status of the newly freed African American
population.

The South was devastated economically and physically. Cities, farms, and infrastructure lay in ruins, and
millions of formerly enslaved people were suddenly free but faced immense hardships. The federal
government had to navigate how to restore order, rebuild the economy, and redefine civil rights in a
nation still deeply divided.

Key Facts About Reconstruction Policies and Amendments

One of the most significant aspects of Reconstruction was the series of constitutional amendments and laws
that aimed to reshape American society.

The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments

- **The 13th Amendment (1865)** abolished slavery throughout the United States, officially ending the
institution that had been central to the conflict.
- **The 14th Amendment (1868)** granted citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the U.S.,
including formerly enslaved people, and guaranteed equal protection under the law.
- **The 15th Amendment (1870)** prohibited denying the right to vote based on race, color, or previous
condition of servitude.



These amendments were groundbreaking in their attempt to extend civil rights and political participation
to African Americans, although their enforcement would be uneven and met with resistance.

Reconstruction Acts and Military Districts

Congress passed several Reconstruction Acts that divided the South into military districts governed by
Union generals. This military oversight aimed to enforce new laws and protect the rights of freedmen as
Southern states re-entered the Union.

These acts required Southern states to draft new constitutions guaranteeing black male suffrage, and they
also mandated ratification of the 14th Amendment before states could be readmitted. This approach
highlighted the federal government’s role in reshaping Southern governments and society.

Social and Economic Challenges During Reconstruction

While legal and political changes were significant, the social and economic realities of Reconstruction were
incredibly complicated.

The Freedmen’s Struggle for Equality

Freed African Americans faced enormous obstacles in their quest for independence and equality. Many
sought to reunite with family members and establish communities, churches, and schools. The creation of
the Freedmen’s Bureau in 1865 was a crucial effort to provide assistance, including education, healthcare,
and employment support.

Despite these efforts, many freedmen encountered violent opposition from groups such as the Ku Klux
Klan, which sought to restore white supremacy through intimidation and terror. The promise of equality
was undermined by widespread racism and discriminatory laws.

Economic Rebuilding and Sharecropping

The Southern economy, once heavily reliant on slave labor, had to transition to a new system. Many
freedpeople and poor whites became sharecroppers, working land owned by others in exchange for a
portion of the crops. While this system allowed some autonomy, it often trapped workers in cycles of debt
and poverty, limiting economic progress.



Additionally, the South’s infrastructure—railroads, plantations, and cities—had to be rebuilt from the ground
up. This reconstruction was slow and uneven, with many areas lagging behind in recovery.

Political Turmoil and Resistance

Reconstruction was also a battlefield for political power, with fierce debates about how to rebuild the nation
and who should govern.

Radical Republicans vs. Presidential Reconstruction

President Abraham Lincoln initially favored a lenient approach to Reconstruction, aiming to reunify the
country quickly. After his assassination, President Andrew Johnson continued a relatively mild policy
toward the South, which angered many in Congress.

Radical Republicans in Congress pushed for harsher measures to transform Southern society and protect the
rights of freedmen. This conflict led to Johnson’s impeachment in 1868, though he was acquitted by a
narrow margin.

The End of Reconstruction and the Rise of Jim Crow

By 1877, Reconstruction came to an end as federal troops withdrew from the South as part of the
Compromise of 1877. This marked the return of white Democratic control in the Southern states and the
beginning of the Jim Crow era—a time of legalized racial segregation and disenfranchisement lasting
nearly a century.

The promise of Reconstruction—to create a more equitable and unified nation—was largely unfulfilled, but
the legal groundwork laid during this period would become the foundation for future civil rights
movements.

Long-Term Impacts of Reconstruction

Although Reconstruction ended with many setbacks, its legacy is complex and enduring.



Legal and Constitutional Foundations

The Reconstruction Amendments remain some of the most important in the U.S. Constitution, providing
the legal basis for civil rights and equality. They set a precedent for federal intervention in states’ affairs to
protect individual rights, a principle that would be critical during the 20th-century civil rights movement.

Social Transformation and African American Communities

Reconstruction saw the first significant political participation by African Americans, including election to
local, state, and even national offices. Though this progress was rolled back, it demonstrated the possibilities
of a more inclusive democracy.

Economic Shifts and Regional Development

While the South struggled economically, the end of slavery forced a gradual shift toward a more
diversified economy. Over time, industrialization and modernization began to take hold, although economic
disparities persisted.

Understanding the facts about Reconstruction after the Civil War helps us appreciate the immense
challenges of healing a fractured nation. It was a time of vision and violence, progress and prejudice, laying
the foundation for ongoing struggles over race, rights, and identity in America.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main goal of Reconstruction after the Civil War?
The main goal of Reconstruction was to rebuild the Southern states, integrate formerly enslaved people
into society as free citizens, and restore the Union.

When did the Reconstruction era take place?
Reconstruction lasted from 1865 to 1877, immediately following the end of the Civil War.

What were the Reconstruction Amendments and why are they
important?
The Reconstruction Amendments are the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution,



abolishing slavery, granting citizenship and equal protection, and protecting voting rights regardless of
race, respectively.

How did Reconstruction impact the political landscape of the South?
Reconstruction brought significant political changes, including the establishment of new state governments,
African American participation in politics, and the temporary dominance of the Republican Party in the
South.

What challenges did formerly enslaved people face during
Reconstruction?
Formerly enslaved people faced challenges such as Black Codes, racial violence, economic hardship, and
efforts to restrict their civil rights despite legal protections.

What was the role of the Freedmen's Bureau during Reconstruction?
The Freedmen's Bureau was established to assist formerly enslaved people by providing food, education,
legal help, and support in securing labor contracts.

Why did Reconstruction end in 1877?
Reconstruction ended with the Compromise of 1877, which resolved the disputed 1876 presidential
election and resulted in the withdrawal of federal troops from the South, effectively ending federal
enforcement of Reconstruction policies.

What long-term effects did Reconstruction have on American society?
Reconstruction laid the foundation for civil rights advancements, altered Southern society and politics, and
highlighted ongoing struggles with racial equality that continued well into the 20th century.

Additional Resources
**Unveiling the Complexities: Facts About Reconstruction After the Civil War**

Facts about reconstruction after the civil war reveal a multifaceted and contentious period in American
history, marked by political upheaval, social transformation, and economic realignment. Spanning roughly
from 1865 to 1877, this era sought to address the aftermath of the Civil War, particularly the reintegration
of the Southern states into the Union and the status of newly freed African Americans. Understanding
Reconstruction requires a nuanced examination of its policies, successes, failures, and enduring legacy, all of
which continue to shape contemporary discussions about race, governance, and civil rights in the United
States.



The Political Landscape of Reconstruction

The political framework of Reconstruction was defined by competing visions between President Abraham
Lincoln’s moderate approach, his successor Andrew Johnson’s leniency toward the South, and the Radical
Republicans’ insistence on stringent reforms. Lincoln’s plan, known as the Ten Percent Plan, proposed that
a Southern state could be reintegrated once 10% of its voters pledged loyalty to the Union and accepted
emancipation. However, after Lincoln’s assassination in 1865, Andrew Johnson’s presidency saw a more
conciliatory approach, which alienated Radical Republicans who sought to enforce civil rights and
restructure Southern society more radically.

Congressional Reconstruction, initiated in 1867, marked a turning point with the passage of the
Reconstruction Acts. These laws divided the South into military districts, required states to draft new
constitutions guaranteeing black male suffrage, and mandated ratification of the 14th Amendment. This
period underscored a significant shift toward federal intervention in state affairs, highlighting the tension
between states’ rights and federal authority—a theme central to Reconstruction’s political dynamics.

The Role of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments

The constitutional amendments enacted during Reconstruction represent some of the era’s most
consequential legal transformations:

13th Amendment (1865): Abolished slavery throughout the United States, legally ending the
institution that had been central to the conflict.

14th Amendment (1868): Granted citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the U.S., including
former slaves, and promised equal protection under the law.

15th Amendment (1870): Prohibited denial of the right to vote based on race, color, or previous
condition of servitude, aiming to enfranchise African American men.

While these amendments were groundbreaking, their enforcement was inconsistent, and many Southern
states employed tactics such as literacy tests and poll taxes to circumvent voting rights protections for
African Americans.

Social and Economic Dimensions of Reconstruction



Reconstruction was not only a political endeavor but also a profound social and economic experiment. The
transition from a slave-based economy to one incorporating free labor generated significant challenges. The
South’s infrastructure was devastated, and its agricultural economy—largely dependent on cotton—needed
restructuring.

The Freedmen’s Bureau and African American Progress

One of the most notable institutions of Reconstruction was the Freedmen’s Bureau, established in 1865 to
assist formerly enslaved individuals in their transition to freedom. The bureau provided food, housing,
education, and legal assistance. It also helped negotiate labor contracts and sought to redistribute land,
though the latter effort was largely unsuccessful.

Education was a particularly significant achievement during this period. African American literacy rates
rose markedly as schools and colleges were founded, often with Northern missionary support. These
educational advancements laid the groundwork for future civil rights activism.

Economic Realities and Sharecropping

Despite initial hopes for widespread land redistribution, most freedpeople entered into sharecropping
agreements with former landowners. This system, while offering a degree of autonomy, often resulted in
cycles of debt and poverty reminiscent of the antebellum era’s economic inequalities. Sharecropping
became a defining feature of Southern agriculture for decades, perpetuating socio-economic stratification
even as the legal framework of slavery was dismantled.

Resistance and the Decline of Reconstruction

The period of Reconstruction faced fierce opposition from many white Southerners who sought to restore
pre-war social hierarchies. White supremacist groups, most notably the Ku Klux Klan, emerged to
intimidate African Americans and Republican sympathizers through violence and terror. This resistance
severely undermined Reconstruction efforts, contributing to a rollback of many of its gains by the late
1870s.

Compromise of 1877 and the End of Reconstruction

The contested presidential election of 1876 between Rutherford B. Hayes and Samuel J. Tilden culminated
in the Compromise of 1877. To resolve the electoral dispute, Republicans agreed to withdraw federal troops



from the South, effectively ending Reconstruction. This withdrawal led to the rapid disenfranchisement
and segregation of African Americans under “Jim Crow” laws, marking a profound regression in civil
rights.

Legacy and Historical Interpretations

Reconstruction remains one of the most analyzed and debated periods in U.S. history. Early 20th-century
interpretations, influenced by the Dunning School, portrayed Reconstruction as a failed imposition of
Northern radicalism and corruption. However, modern scholarship has increasingly recognized its
ambitious attempts to redefine American democracy and its partial successes in establishing civil rights
frameworks.

The era’s complexities demonstrate both the potential and limitations of transformative social policy in the
face of entrenched societal resistance. Facts about reconstruction after the civil war highlight the enduring
struggle to reconcile ideals of equality and justice with political realities—a struggle that continues to
resonate in contemporary discourse on race relations and federal governance.

By examining Reconstruction’s political reforms, social initiatives, economic challenges, and ultimate
decline, one gains a comprehensive understanding of how this pivotal period shaped the United States’
trajectory, offering lessons on the possibilities and pitfalls of national reconciliation and civil rights
advancements.

Facts About Reconstruction After The Civil War

  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: Facts of Reconstruction John Roy Lynch, 1914
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: Public Debate in the Civil War Era David
Zarefsky, 2023-08-01 Public debate and discussion was overshadowed by the slavery controversy
during the period of the U.S. Civil War. Slavery was attacked, defended, amplified, and mitigated.
This happened in the halls of Congress, the courts, the political debate, the public platform, and the
lecture hall. This volume examines the issues, speakers, and venues for this controversy between
1850 and 1877. It combines exploration of the broad contours of controversy with careful analysis of
specific speakers and texts.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: The Harvard Guide to African-American
History Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, 2001 This massive guide, sponsored by the W.E.B. Du Bois
Institute for Afro-American Research at Harvard University and compiled by renowned experts,
offers a compendium of information and interpretation on over 500 years of black experience in
America.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: The Facts of Reconstruction John R. Lynch,
2015-01-19 The author of this work has endeavored to present facts as they were and are, rather
than as he would like to have them, and to set them down without the slightest regard to their effect
upon the public mind, except so far as that mind may be influenced by the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth. In his efforts along these lines he has endeavored to give expression to his

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-154/facts-about-reconstruction-after-the-civil-war.pdf


ideas, opinions and convictions in language that is moderate and devoid of bitterness, and entirely
free from race prejudice, sectional animosity, or partisan bias.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: New Perspectives on Race and Slavery in
America Robert H. Abzug, Stephen E. Maizlish, 2014-07-15 For more than three decades race
relations have been at the forefront of historical research in America. These new essays on race and
slavery—some by highly regarded, award-winning veterans in the field and others by talented
newcomers—point in fresh directions. They address specific areas of contention even as together
they survey important questions across four centuries of social, cultural, and political history.
Looking at the institution itself, Robert McColley reconsiders the origins of black slavery in America,
while William W. Freehling presents a striking interpretation of the Denmark Vesey slave conspiracy
of 1822. In the political arena, William E. Gienapp and Stephen E. Maizlish assess the power of race
and slave issues in, respectively, the Republican and Democratic parties of the 1850s. For the Civil
War and Reconstruction eras, Reid Mitchell profiles the consciousness of the average Confederate
soldier, while Leon F. Litwack explores the tasks facing freed slaves. Arthur Zilversmit switches the
perspective to Washington with a reevaluation of Grant's commitments to the freedmen. Essays on
the twentieth century focus on the South. James Oakes traces the rising fortunes of the supposedly
vanquished planter class as it entered this century. Moving to more recent times, John G. Sproat
looks at the role of South Carolina's white moderates during the struggle over segregation in the
late 1950s and early 1960s and their failure at Orangeburg in 1968. Finally, Joel Williamson assesses
what the loss of slavery has meant to southern culture in the 120 years since the end of the Civil
War. A wide-ranging yet cohesive exploration, New Perspectives on Race and Slavery in America
takes on added significance as a volume that honors Kenneth M. Stampp, the mentor of all the
authors and long considered one of the great modern pioneers in the history of slavery and the Civil
War.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: Aspects of American History Simon
Henderson, 2009-01-26 Aspects of American History examines major themes, personalities and
issues across American history, using topic focused essays. Each chapter focuses on key events and
time periods within a broad framework looking at liberty and equality, the role of government and
national identity. The volume engages with its central themes through a broad ranging examination
of aspects of the American past, including discussions of political history, foreign policy, presidential
leadership and the construction of national memory. In each essay, Simon Henderson: introduces
fresh angles to traditional topics consolidates recent research in themed essays analyzes views of
different historians offers an interpretive rather than narrative approach gives concise treatment to
complex issues. Including an introduction which places key themes in context, this book enables
readers to make comparisons and trace major thematic developments across American history.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: Civil War Facts Michael Davis, AI, 2025-02-20
Civil War Facts provides a comprehensive look into how civil wars drastically reshape nations,
impacting their political, social, and cultural foundations. By examining major battles, influential
leaders, and the far-reaching consequences of these conflicts, the book dissects the underlying
causes, strategic decisions, and lasting impacts that echo through generations. It offers a
comparative analysis across different eras and locations, highlighting the diverse factors that ignite
and sustain internal conflicts, and emphasizes their role as catalysts for profound societal change.
This book reveals intriguing facts, such as how civil wars often lead to significant political
restructuring and social upheaval and how they force societies to confront deep-seated issues. It also
explores the long-term economic effects, providing a framework for understanding how these wars
have shaped the modern world. Beginning with a conceptual framework, the book progresses
chronologically through notable civil wars, like the English Civil War and the American Civil War,
each analyzed for key players, military strategies, and sociopolitical context. What sets Civil War
Facts apart is its fact-based approach, avoiding sensationalism in favor of a balanced and
meticulously researched analysis. By drawing upon primary source documents, military records, and
scholarly analyses, the book provides a nuanced exploration of historical memory, national identity,



and conflict resolution. This makes it particularly valuable for students, history enthusiasts, and
policymakers seeking a deeper understanding of these transformative events.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: Commission on Negro History and
Culture United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Labor and Public Welfare. Special
Subcommittee on Arts and Humanities, 1968 Considers S. 2979, and similar H.R. 12962, to establish
the Commission on Negro History and Culture.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in
American History Lawrence J. Friedman, Mark D. McGarvie, 2003 This book presents professional
historians addressing the dominant issues and theories offered to explain the history of American
philanthropy and its role in American society. The essays develop and enlighten the major themes
proposed by the books' editors, oftentimes taking issue with each other in the process. The
overarching premise is that philanthropic activity in America has its roots in the desires of
individuals to impose their visions of societal ideals or conceptions of truth upon their society. To do
so, they have organized in groups, frequently defining themselves and their group's role in society in
the process.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: Commission on Negro History and Culture
United States. Congress. Senate. Labor and Public Welfare, 1968
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: The Routledge Handbook of American
Military and Diplomatic History Christos G. Frentzos, Antonio S. Thompson, 2014-09-15 The
Routledge Handbook of American Military and Diplomatic History provides a comprehensive
analysis of the major events, conflicts, and personalities that have defined and shaped the military
history of the United States. This volume, The Colonial Period to 1877, illuminates the early period
of American history, from the colonial warfare of the 17th century through the tribulations of
Reconstruction. The chronologically organized sections each begin with an introductory chapter that
provides a concise narrative of the period and highlights the scholarly debates and interpretive
schools of thought in the historiography, followed by topical chapters on issues in the period. Topics
covered include colonial encounters and warfare, the French and Indian War, the American
Revolution, diplomacy in the early American republic, the War of 1812, westward expansion and
conquest, the Mexican-American War, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. With authoritative and
vividly written chapters by both leading scholars and new talent, this state-of-the-field handbook will
be a go-to reference for every American history scholar's bookshelf.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: Harper's Pictorial History of the Civil War
Alfred Hudson Guernsey, Henry Mills Alden, 1862
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: Andrew Johnson Glenna R. Schroeder-Lein,
Richard Zuczek, 2001-06-22 This A–Z encyclopedia provides carefully selected entries covering the
people, events, and concepts relevant to Andrew Johnson's life. Andrew Johnson was—and is—an
American paradox. He never attended school, yet fought for public education. He was a Southern
slaveholder who opposed secession and enforced emancipation. Born into poverty, he became the
17th president of the United States—and the first U.S. president to be impeached. This new volume
thoroughly examines the troubled career of our most unpopular president—not to resuscitate his
reputation, but because his personal contradictions reflected those of his country: a democratic
nation conceived in liberty, yet existing half slave and half free; an economy of yeoman farmers and
independent artisans being swept into industrialization and a market system; a country fond of
tradition, but caught up in social, economic, and political revolution.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: W. E. B. Du Bois, 1919-1963 David Levering
Lewis, 2001-09 Lewis charts the second half of Du Bois's career, from the end of World War I on.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: The Recovered Life of Isaac Anderson
Alicia K. Jackson, 2021-11-15 Owned by his father, Isaac Harold Anderson (1835–1906) was born a
slave but went on to become a wealthy businessman, grocer, politician, publisher, and religious
leader in the African American community in the state of Georgia. Elected to the state senate,
Anderson replaced his white father there, and later shepherded his people as a founding member



and leader of the Colored Methodist Episcopal church. He helped support the establishment of Lane
College in Jackson, Tennessee, where he subsequently served as vice president. Anderson was
instrumental in helping freed people leave Georgia for the security of progressive safe havens with
significantly large Black communities in northern Mississippi and Arkansas. Eventually under threat
to his life, Anderson made his own exodus to Arkansas, and then later still, to Holly Springs,
Mississippi, where a vibrant Black community thrived. Much of Anderson’s unique story has been
lost to history—until now. In The Recovered Life of Isaac Anderson, author Alicia K. Jackson presents
a biography of Anderson and in it a microhistory of Black religious life and politics after
emancipation. A work of recovery, the volume captures the life of a shepherd to his journeying
people, and of a college pioneer, a CME minister, a politician, and a former slave. Gathering
together threads from salvaged details of his life, Jackson sheds light on the varied perspectives and
strategies adopted by Black leaders dealing with a society that was antithetical to them and to their
success.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: Interpretations of American History, 6th Ed,
Vol. Gerald N. Grob, George Athan Billias, 2010-06-15 This collection of essays on American history
reflects recent scholarship. Contributors new to this edition include Gary Nash, Arthur Schlesinger,
Richard P. McCormick, Gerda Lerner, Ellen C. DuBois, Vicki L. Ruiz, Nathan I. Huggins, John Lewis
Gaddis, Paul Kennedy and Kevin P. Philips. Edited by Gerald N. Grob and George Athan Billias.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: Race, Religion, and Late Democracy John L.
Jackson, Jr., David K. Kim, 2011-09-15 Introduction : Democracy's anxious returns / David Kyuman
Kim and John L. Jackson, Jr. - Look, baby, we got Jesus on our flag : robust democracy and religious
debate from the era of slavery to the age of Obama / Edward J. Blum -- Forerunner : the campaigns
and career of Edward Brooke / Jason Sokol -- Iran's French Revolution : religion, philosophy, and
crowds / Roxanne Varzi - Democracy's new song : Black reconstruction in America, 1860-1880 and
the melodramatic imagination / Marina Bilbija - Habits of the heart : youth religious participation as
progress, peril, or change? / Monica R. Miller and Ezekiel J. Dixon-Roman - Populism and late
liberalism : a special affinity? / Jean Comaroff -- Chadors, feminists, terror : the racial politics of U.S.
media representations of the 1979 Iranian women's movement / Sylvia Chan-Malik -- The end of
neoliberalism : what is left of the left / John Comaroff - Religion as race, recognition as democracy :
Lemba Black Jews in South Africa / Noah Tamarkin - The race toward caraqueño citizenship :
negotiating race, class, and participatory democracy / Giles Harrison-Conwill - The racialization of
Islam in American law / Neil Gotanda
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: Writing North Carolina History Jeffrey J.
Crow, Larry E. Tise, 2017-10-10 Writing North Carolina History is the first book to assess fully the
historical literature of North Carolina. It combines the talents and insights of eight noted scholars of
state and southern history: William S. Powell, Alan D. Watson, Robert M. Calhoon, Harry L. Watson,
Sarah M. Lemmon, and H. G. Jones. Their essays are arranged in chronological order from the
founding of the first English colony in North America in 1585 to the present. Traditionally North
Carolina has not received the same scholarly attention as Virginia and South Carolina, despite the
excellent resources available on Tar Heel history. This study, derived from a symposium sponsored
by the North Carolina Division of Archives and History in 1977, asks questions and describes
methodologies needed to redress past neglect. Besides providing a comprehensive evaluation of
what has been written about North Carolina, the essayists offer perspectives on how historians have
interpreted the state's history and what directions future historians need to take. Particularly
important, the book provides a bibliography and suggests opportunities for future historical
investigation by discussing topics, themes, and source materials that remain untapped or underused.
North Carolina's unique and colorful culture, folklore, geography, politics, and growth demand new
and creative historical analysis. Collectively the authors and editors of Writing North Carolina
History offer a welcome, necessary guide to the study of Tar Heel history. Originally published in
1979. A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital
technology to make available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of



print. These editions are published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable
paperback formats, bringing readers both historical and cultural value.
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: Teaching What Really Happened James W.
Loewen, 2018 James Loewen has revised Teaching What Really Happened, the bestselling, go-to
resource for social studies and history teachers wishing to break away from standard textbook
retellings of the past. In addition to updating the scholarship and anecdotes throughout, the second
edition features a timely new chapter entitled “Truth” that addresses how traditional and social
media can distort current events and the historical record. Helping students understand what really
happened in the past will empower them to use history as a tool to argue for better policies in the
present. Our society needs engaged citizens now more than ever, and this book offers teachers
concrete ideas for getting students excited about history while also teaching them to read critically.
It will specifically help teachers and students tackle important content areas, including
Eurocentrism, the American Indian experience, and slavery. “Should be in the hands of every history
teacher in the country.” —Howard Zinn “This book should be required reading for every history
teacher in the land.” —Sam Wineburg, Stanford University “In the sequel to his bestseller, Lies My
Teacher Told Me, James Loewen has crafted a critique of how history is being taught in public
education that should be in the hands of every practicing and pre-service social studies teacher in
the United States.” —The History Teacher (from the first edition) “Loewen challenges us to critically
reflect on the essence of what social studies and history education is and what social studies and
history educators do. Doing so can only improve the experiences our students have.” —The Social
Studies (from the first edition)
  facts about reconstruction after the civil war: The Leading Facts of American History David
Henry Montgomery, 1910
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