democratic republic of congo language

Democratic Republic of Congo Language: A Rich Tapestry of Communication

democratic republic of congo language is a fascinating subject that reflects
the country's immense cultural diversity and history. Nestled in Central
Africa, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is home to over 200 ethnic
groups, each contributing to the linguistic mosaic that characterizes this
vast nation. Understanding the languages spoken across the DRC not only opens
a window into its culture but also offers insights into its social and
political dynamics.

The Linguistic Landscape of the Democratic
Republic of Congo

The Democratic Republic of Congo is one of the most linguistically diverse
countries in Africa. With more than 200 languages spoken, it stands as a
testament to the complexity and richness of African linguistic heritage.
These languages belong predominantly to the Bantu family, but there are also
languages from other groups such as Sudanic and Ubangian families.

The official language of the DRC is French, a result of its colonial history
under Belgian rule. French serves as the language of government, education,
and formal communication across the country. It acts as a unifying tool in a
nation where ethnic and linguistic differences are pronounced.

Major National Languages

Aside from French, the government officially recognizes four national
languages, which are widely used in daily life and regional communication:

e Lingala: Predominantly spoken in the capital Kinshasa and the
northwestern parts of the country, Lingala originated as a trade
language along the Congo River and has grown into a major lingua franca.

e Swahili: Spoken mainly in the eastern and southeastern regions, Swahili
is part of the larger East African linguistic sphere and plays a crucial
role in cross-border communication with neighboring countries.

e Kikongo: Common in the west and southwest, Kikongo is one of the Bantu
languages with several dialects, reflecting the diversity within the
Kongo ethnic groups.

e Tshiluba: Used primarily in the Kasai provinces, Tshiluba connects
various ethnic communities in central DRC.

FEach of these national languages carries its own cultural significance and is
used in various social contexts, from marketplaces to local media.



French: The Lingua Franca of Administration and
Education

French’s role in the Democratic Republic of Congo language scene is pivotal.
Introduced during Belgium’s colonial administration, it became entrenched as
the official language after independence in 1960. Today, French functions as
the language of instruction in schools, government documentation, legal
matters, and national media.

Its widespread use among educated Congolese allows people from different
ethnic backgrounds to communicate effectively. However, the proficiency in
French varies significantly between urban and rural areas, often reflecting
educational disparities.

French and Identity in the DRC

While French unifies the country at an institutional level, it is sometimes
perceived as a language of elitism or colonial legacy. Many Congolese people
maintain strong ties to their mother tongues and regional languages, which
preserve local identities and traditions. The interplay between French and
indigenous languages creates a dynamic bilingual or multilingual environment
that shapes everyday communication.

Indigenous Languages: The Heartbeat of
Congolese Culture

The indigenous languages of the DRC are not just means of communication but
also vessels of cultural expression, oral traditions, and community identity.
The four national languages—Lingala, Swahili, Kikongo, and Tshiluba—serve as
primary tongues in vast regions, with countless other local languages
enriching the linguistic fabric.

Lingala: More Than Just a Language

Lingala’s rise as a popular language is closely tied to its use in music and
media. It is the language of Congolese rumba and soukous, genres that have
gained international acclaim. Lingala’s rhythmic sounds and widespread
adoption in urban centers make it a vibrant symbol of Congolese modernity and
youth culture.

Swahili’s Role in Regional Integration

Swahili's presence in eastern DRC links the country to the broader East
African Community, where it serves as an important lingua franca. Its use
facilitates trade, diplomacy, and cultural exchange with neighbors like
Tanzania, Uganda, and Kenya. For many Congolese in the east, Swahili is part
of their daily lives, used in markets, schools, and local media.



Preserving Minority Languages

While the four national languages dominate, the DRC is home to hundreds of
smaller language communities. These languages face challenges such as
diminishing numbers of speakers and limited representation in formal
education or media. Efforts by local organizations and linguists aim to
document and revitalize these languages, recognizing their importance for
cultural heritage and identity.

Language and Education in the Democratic
Republic of Congo

Language plays a crucial role in education across the DRC. The official
policy mandates French as the primary language of instruction from secondary
school onward. However, in early childhood education and primary school,
local languages often serve as the medium of instruction.

Research shows that learning in one's mother tongue during early education
improves comprehension and academic success. Consequently, some educational
programs promote bilingual education, combining local languages with French
to ease the transition and enhance learning outcomes.

Challenges in Language Education

Despite the benefits of mother tongue instruction, implementing such policies
across the DRC faces obstacles. The vast number of languages and dialects
complicates curriculum development and teacher training. Additionally,
resource limitations mean that textbooks and educational materials in local
languages are scarce.

Furthermore, the dominance of French in higher education and official domains
sometimes discourages the use of indigenous languages, causing a tension
between linguistic heritage and practical considerations for social mobility.

Language, Politics, and Social Cohesion

In a country as diverse as the Democratic Republic of Congo, language often
intersects with politics and social identity. Language choice can signify
ethnic affiliation, regional loyalty, or political stance. For example, the
use of certain languages in government or media can influence perceptions of
inclusion or marginalization.

The government’s recognition of four national languages alongside French aims
to promote unity while respecting diversity. However, language remains an
essential factor in political discourse and community relations, shaping the
ways people connect or distance themselves from others.



Language as a Tool for Peacebuilding

Given the DRC’s history of conflict and ethnic tensions, language can also be
a means of fostering dialogue and reconciliation. Promoting multilingual
communication and encouraging respect for all linguistic groups helps build
bridges between communities. Media outlets broadcasting in various national
languages contribute to spreading messages of peace and cultural
understanding.

Learning the Languages of the Democratic
Republic of Congo

For language enthusiasts or travelers interested in the Democratic Republic
of Congo, diving into its languages offers an enriching experience. French is
the easiest entry point for most learners, given its global presence and
structured learning resources.

For those eager to explore indigenous languages, starting with Lingala or
Swahili can be rewarding. These languages have ample resources such as music,
radio broadcasts, and language courses available online. Learning them not
only facilitates communication but also opens doors to understanding
Congolese culture more deeply.

Tips for Language Learners

e Immerse Yourself: Engage with Congolese music, films, and radio programs
to get a natural feel for the language’s rhythm and vocabulary.

e Use Language Apps and Online Resources: Platforms offering Swahili or
Lingala lessons can provide structured guidance for beginners.

e Practice with Native Speakers: Conversations with Congolese speakers,
whether in person or online, help improve fluency and cultural nuances.

e Respect Cultural Context: Understanding the cultural background behind
language use enhances communication and shows respect to native
speakers.

Exploring the Democratic Republic of Congo language landscape reveals much
about the country’s identity, history, and social fabric. Whether through the
official French language, the vibrant national languages, or the myriad
indigenous tongues, language remains a living and evolving part of Congolese
life.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the official language of the Democratic
Republic of Congo?

The official language of the Democratic Republic of Congo is French.

How many national languages are recognized in the
Democratic Republic of Congo?

The Democratic Republic of Congo recognizes four national languages: Lingala,
Kiswahili, Kikongo, and Tshiluba.

Which language is most widely spoken as a lingua
franca in the Democratic Republic of Congo?

Lingala is the most widely spoken lingua franca in the Democratic Republic of
Congo, especially in the capital Kinshasa and the northwestern regions.

Is Swahili (Kiswahili) commonly spoken in the
Democratic Republic of Congo?

Yes, Kiswahili is commonly spoken in the eastern regions of the Democratic
Republic of Congo and serves as one of its national languages.

What role does French play in the Democratic Republic
of Congo?

French is used as the official language for government, education, media, and
formal communication in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Are indigenous languages widely spoken in the
Democratic Republic of Congo?

Yes, many indigenous languages are spoken across the country, with Kikongo
and Tshiluba being prominent among the national languages.

How does language diversity affect communication in
the Democratic Republic of Congo?

The linguistic diversity requires multilingualism for effective
communication, with French often serving as a unifying official language
alongside regional national languages.

Is English widely spoken in the Democratic Republic
of Congo?

English is not widely spoken in the Democratic Republic of Congo; it is not
an official or national language.

What language is commonly used in education in the



Democratic Republic of Congo?

French is primarily used as the language of instruction in schools across the
Democratic Republic of Congo.

Additional Resources

Democratic Republic of Congo Language: A Complex Linguistic Landscape

democratic republic of congo language presents a fascinating case study in
linguistic diversity and colonial legacy. As one of Africa’s largest
countries by area and population, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
hosts a rich tapestry of languages that reflect its complex history, ethnic
plurality, and socio-political dynamics. Understanding the linguistic
environment of the DRC is crucial for grasping the nuances of communication,
identity, and governance in this central African nation.

Overview of Languages in the Democratic
Republic of Congo

The Democratic Republic of Congo is home to over 200 languages, belonging
predominantly to the Niger-Congo language family. This vast number of
indigenous languages underscores the country’s ethnic diversity and
contributes to the complexity of its linguistic profile. Among these, four
languages have been designated as national or official languages, shaping
public discourse, education, and administration.

Official and National Languages

The official language of the DRC is French. Introduced during the Belgian
colonial period, French continues to function as the language of government,
education, judiciary, and international relations. The choice of French as
the official language allows for a unifying medium across the country’s many
ethnic groups, serving administrative and diplomatic needs.

In addition to French, four national languages have been recognized:

e Lingala: Predominantly spoken in the capital Kinshasa and along the
Congo River basin, Lingala is widely used in trade, military, and
popular culture, including music and radio broadcasts.

e Swahili (Kiswahili): The most widely spoken language in eastern DRC,
Swahili also serves as a lingua franca in several East African
countries. Its use facilitates regional integration and cross-border
communication.

e Kikongo: Commonly spoken in the western regions near the Angolan border,
Kikongo holds cultural significance among the Bakongo people.

e Tshiluba: Predominant in the Kasai region, Tshiluba is important for
local administration and cultural identity in central Congo.



These national languages are used in various social, cultural, and informal
settings, complementing French’s role in formal domains.

Historical Influences on Language Development

The linguistic landscape of the DRC cannot be fully understood without
considering its colonial and pre-colonial history. Before European
colonization, the region was inhabited by various ethnic groups, each with
its own language or dialect. The arrival of Belgian colonial rule in the late
19th century imposed French as the language of governance and education,
significantly impacting indigenous languages.

Colonial Legacy and Language Policy

Belgium’s colonial administration emphasized French in official matters,
creating an elite Francophone class while marginalizing native tongues. This
policy contributed to the dominance of French in urban centers and formal
institutions. However, the Belgian authorities also permitted the use of some
national languages in missionary schools and local communication, which
helped preserve their use in daily life.

Following independence in 1960, language policy sought to balance the use of
French with indigenous languages. The official recognition of the four
national languages was part of efforts to promote cultural identity and
facilitate communication among diverse ethnic groups.

Language Usage in Society

The interplay between French and the national languages influences education,
media, business, and social interaction throughout the DRC.

Education and Literacy

French remains the primary medium of instruction in schools, from primary to
tertiary levels. This has significant implications for literacy rates and
educational attainment, as proficiency in French often correlates with access
to quality education and upward socio-economic mobility. However, the
reliance on French can pose challenges for students whose mother tongue is
one of the national or local languages, potentially hindering comprehension
and learning outcomes.

Efforts to incorporate national languages into early education exist but face
logistical and resource constraints. Bilingual education models have been
proposed to improve literacy and preserve linguistic heritage, but
implementation varies widely across regions.



Media and Communication

Media in the DRC reflects its multilingual reality. French dominates print
media, official broadcasts, and internet content, especially in urban areas.
Meanwhile, radio remains a vital communication channel in rural regions,
often broadcasting in Lingala, Swahili, Kikongo, and Tshiluba. This
linguistic diversity in media helps bridge information gaps and supports
cultural expression.

Business and Gowvernance

In government administration and formal business sectors, French is the
lingua franca. It facilitates interaction between diverse ethnic groups and
with international partners. However, in local markets and informal
economies, national languages prevail, reflecting their role in everyday
transactions and social networks.

Challenges and Opportunities in Language Policy

The linguistic diversity of the DRC presents both opportunities and
challenges for national cohesion, education, and development.

Challenges

e Language Barrier in Education: The dominance of French may alienate non-
Francophone children, contributing to lower literacy and school
completion rates in some regions.

e Preservation of Indigenous Languages: Many local languages face the risk
of decline as urbanization and globalization favor French and major
national languages.

e Administrative Complexity: Managing communication across multiple
languages complicates governance and public service delivery.

Opportunities

e Promoting Multilingualism: Encouraging bilingual education and media can
enhance learning and cultural preservation.

e Regional Integration: The widespread use of Swahili aligns the DRC with
East African economic and political blocs, facilitating trade and
diplomacy.

e Cultural Identity: National languages reinforce ethnic identities and
social cohesion within communities.



Comparative Linguistic Context in Africa

The linguistic situation in the Democratic Republic of Congo is reflective of
broader African trends where colonial languages coexist with diverse
indigenous tongues. Countries like Cameroon and Kenya similarly balance the
use of European languages with local lingua francas.

Unlike some African nations that have adopted English as the official
language, the DRC’s choice of French situates it firmly within the
Francophone world. This influences international relations, aid, and
educational frameworks. Moreover, the prominence of Swahili links the DRC to
the East African Community, highlighting the strategic importance of language
in regional geopolitics.

Impact on Global Communication

French’s status as an official language connects the DRC to the global
Francophone community, facilitating diplomatic and economic exchanges.
Simultaneously, the national languages ensure that local voices and cultures
continue to thrive despite external influences.

The coexistence of these languages in the DRC illustrates the dynamic nature
of language as both a tool of power and a vessel of identity.

The Democratic Republic of Congo’s language landscape remains a testament to
its rich cultural heritage and complex history. The interplay between French
and indigenous languages continues to shape social realities, presenting
unique challenges and opportunities as the nation navigates its future.

Democratic Republic Of Congo Language

democratic republic of congo language: Democratic Republic of the Congo Joseph R.
Oppong, Tania Woodruff, 2007 Introduces the readers to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, a
country valiantly struggling to recover from historical abuse and ongoing war, a geographic paradise
in the midst of political turmoil kept alive by the presence of the United Nations and 17,000
peacekeeping troops.

democratic republic of congo language: Manual of Romance Languages in Africa Ursula
Reutner, 2023-12-18 With more than two thousand languages spread over its territory,
multilingualism is a common reality in Africa. The main official languages of most African countries
are Indo-European, in many instances Romance. As they were primarily brought to Africa in the era
of colonization, the areas discussed in this volume are thirty-five states that were once ruled by
Belgium, France, Italy, Portugal, or Spain, and the African regions still belonging to three of them.
Twenty-six states are presented in relation to French, four to Italian, six to Portuguese, and two to
Spanish. They are considered in separate chapters according to their sociolinguistic situation,
linguistic history, external language policy, linguistic characteristics, and internal language policy.
The result is a comprehensive overview of the Romance languages in modern-day Africa. It follows a
coherent structure, offers linguistic and sociolinguistic information, and illustrates language contact


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-154/democratic-republic-of-congo-language.pdf

situations, power relations, as well as the cross-fertilization and mutual enrichment emerging from
the interplay of languages and cultures in Africa.

democratic republic of congo language: International Encyclopedia of Linguistics
William J. Frawley, 2003-05-01 The International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, 2nd Edition
encompasses the full range of the contemporary field of linguistics, including historical,
comparative, formal, mathematical, functional, and philosophical linguistics with special attention
given to interrelations within branches of linguistics and to relations of linguistics with other
disciplines. Areas of intersection with the social and behavioral sciences--ethnolinguistics,
sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, and behavioral linguistics--receive major coverage, along with
interdisciplinary work in language and literature, mathematical linguistics, computational
linguistics, and applied linguistics. Longer entries in the International Encyclopedia of Linguistics,
ranging up to four thousand words, survey the major fields of study--for example, anthropological
linguistics, history of linguistics, semantics, and phonetics. Shorter entries treat specific topics
within these fields, such as code switching, sound symbolism, and syntactic features. Other short
entries define and discuss technical terms used within the various subfields or provide sketches of
the careers of important scholars in the history of linguistics, such as Leonard Bloomfield, Roman
Jakobson, and Edward Sapir. A major portion of the work is its extensive coverage of languages and
language families. From those as familiar as English, Japanese, and the Romance languages to
Hittite, Yoruba, and Nahuatl, all corners of the world receive treatment. Languages that are the
subject of independent entries are analyzed in terms of their phonology, grammatical features,
syntax, and writing systems. Lists attached to each article on a language group or family enumerate
all languages, extinct or still spoken, within that group and provide detailed information on the
number of known speakers, geographical range, and degree of intelligibility with other languages in
the group. In this way, virtually every known language receives coverage. For ease of reference and
to aid research, the articles are alphabetically arranged, each signed by the contributor, supported
by up-to-date bibliographies, line drawings, maps, tables, and diagrams, and readily accessible via a
system of cross-references and a detailed index and synoptic outline. Authoritative, comprehensive,
and innovative, the 2nd edition of the International Encyclopedia of Linguistics will be an
indispensable addition to personal, public, academic, and research libraries and will introduce a new
generation of readers to the complexities and concerns of this field of study.

democratic republic of congo language: Democratic Republic of Congo in Pictures
Francesca Davis DiPiazza, 2007-12-15 Presents a photographic introduction to the land, history,
government, economy, people, and culture of the African nation of Democratic Republic of Congo.

democratic republic of congo language: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress, Library of Congress. Subject Cataloging Division, Library of Congress. Office for Subject
Cataloging Policy, 2013

democratic republic of congo language: Democratic Republic of the Congo Sean Rorison,
2025-04-18 New from Bradt, Democratic Republic of the Congo is the only dedicated, up-to-date,
English-language guidebook to this thrilling African destination. Almost twice the size of the
European Union, the continent’s second-largest country offers plenty for adventurous travellers to
explore. The mighty River Congo rises in the south before winding along the Equator for nearly
5,000 km to reach the Atlantic Ocean. On either side, twenty different ecosystems give rise to a
multitude of landscapes, from tropical rainforests (which serve as the world’s second-largest carbon
sink) to volcanic mountains, and great lakes to savanna plateaus. DRC’s National Parks and nature
reserves cover around 12% of the country and are well worth the effort to get to, as they host some
of the world’s most exciting wildlife-watching opportunities - the main reason why many people visit
DRC. As well as harbouring more bird species than other African countries, nowhere else in the
world provides the chance to see the giraffe-like okapi (a bizarre giraffe-like creature) and bonobo
(formerly known as pygmy chimpanzee). Moreover, sites for both mountain and eastern lowland
gorillas lie firmly on the tourist trail at the world-famous locations of Virunga and Kahuzi-Biega
national parks. Even if wildlife does not float your boat, there is much to savour. The capital,



Kinshasa, is one of Africa’s great cities. This is the home of musique congolaise, enjoyed all over
Africa and beyond - and of the sapeurs (DRC’s renowned snappy dressers). Historic Kisangani is the
furthest navigable point on the River Congo; Katherine Hepburn and Humphrey Bogart stayed here
when filming The African Queen. The city of Lubumbashi offers wide boulevards and art-deco
buildings, plus good hotels and restaurants in which to relax. Once rested, if the area is at peace,
why not hike to the summit of Nyiragongo volcano and spend the night beside the world’s largest
lava lake? With its wide-ranging coverage offering advice on everything from tour operators to
accommodation, and security to visiting national parks, Bradt’s Democratic Republic of the Congo is
your essential travel companion.

democratic republic of congo language: An Outline of Customs Policy of the Democratic
Republic of Congo Jean-Paul Esamba Bokel'lpoka, 2019-05-21 An Outline of Customs Policy of the
Democratic Republic of Congo presents in the easiest way what is meant by customs policy in
general, its basics namely: objects, elements, sources, instruments, functions (...), regional and
international frameworks. The author stresses on the customs policy progress from 2003 to 2010,
which is a decisive period in the DRC customs management, through the implementation of 2003
customs reform and modernization programme.

democratic republic of congo language: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress. Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2009

democratic republic of congo language: Peoples of Africa , 2001 A reference guide to the
peoples of Africa, including both indigenous and immigrant groups, featuring individual entries on
each of sixty African nations, with discussion of religion, housing, clothing, language, health and
education, food, family and social life, arts, and music.

democratic republic of congo language: Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics
2005-11-24 The first edition of ELL (1993, Ron Asher, Editor) was hailed as the field's standard
reference work for a generation. Now the all-new second edition matches ELL's comprehensiveness
and high quality, expanded for a new generation, while being the first encyclopedia to really exploit
the multimedia potential of linguistics. * The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and
international reference source in its field * An entirely new work, with new editors, new authors,
new topics and newly commissioned articles with a handful of classic articles * The first
Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics through the online edition *
Ground-breaking and International in scope and approach * Alphabetically arranged with extensive
cross-referencing * Available in print and online, priced separately. The online version will include
updates as subjects develop ELL2 includes: * ¢. 7,500,000 words * c. 11,000 pages * c. 3,000 articles
*¢. 1,500 figures: 130 halftones and 150 colour * Supplementary audio, video and text files online *
c. 3,500 glossary definitions * c. 39,000 references * Extensive list of commonly used abbreviations *
List of languages of the world (including information on no. of speakers, language family, etc.) *
Approximately 700 biographical entries (now includes contemporary linguists) * 200 language maps
in print and online Also available online via ScienceDirect - featuring extensive browsing, searching,
and internal cross-referencing between articles in the work, plus dynamic linking to journal articles
and abstract databases, making navigation flexible and easy. For more information, pricing options
and availability visit www.info.sciencedirect.com. The first Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia
potential of linguistics Ground-breaking in scope - wider than any predecessor An invaluable
resource for researchers, academics, students and professionals in the fields of: linguistics,
anthropology, education, psychology, language acquisition, language pathology, cognitive science,
sociology, the law, the media, medicine & computer science. The most authoritative, up-to-date,
comprehensive, and international reference source in its field

democratic republic of congo language: Approaches to Language and Culture Svenja Volkel,
Nico Nassenstein, 2022-08-22 This book provides an overview of approaches to language and
culture, and it outlines the broad interdisciplinary field of anthropological linguistics and linguistic
anthropology. It identifies current and future directions of research, including language
socialization, language reclamation, speech styles and genres, language ideology, verbal taboo,



social indexicality, emotion, time, and many more. Furthermore, it offers areal perspectives on the
study of language in cultural contexts (namely Africa, the Americas, Australia and Oceania, Mainland
Southeast Asia, and Europe), and it lays the foundation for future developments within the field. In
this way, the book bridges the disciplines of cultural anthropology and linguistics and paves the way
for the new book series Anthropological Linguistics.

democratic republic of congo language: Nature and Culture in the Democratic Republic
of Congo , 2004

democratic republic of congo language: Understanding the Multifaceted Management
Problems of Refugee Resettlement in the United States of America Prof. Justin B.
Mudekereza, 2018-02-15 Understanding the Multifaced Management Problems of Refugee
Resettlement in the United States of America By: Prof. Justin B. Mudekereza Centering on a social
justice theme, this book explains the realities of the life that refugees live upon their resettlement in
the United States. There are many problems in the sector of refugee resettlement in the country.
Readers of this book should hope to understand the multifaceted management problems of
resettlement in the United States. This is the only social war that the United States is unlikely to
win.

democratic republic of congo language: Urban Contact Dialects and Language Change Paul
Kerswill, Heike Wiese, 2022-03-30 This volume provides a systematic comparative treatment of
urban contact dialects in the Global North and South, examining the emergence and development of
these dialects in major cities in sub-Saharan Africa and North-Western Europe. The book’s focus on
contemporary urban settings sheds light on the new language practices and mixed ways of speaking
resulting from large-scale migration and the intense contact that occurs between new and existing
languages and dialects in these contexts. In comparing these new patterns of language variation and
change between cities in both Africa and Europe, the volume affords us a unique opportunity to
examine commonalities in linguistic phenomena as well as sociolinguistic differences in societally
multilingual settings and settings dominated by a strong monolingual habitus. These comparisons
are reinforced by a consistent chapter structure, with each chapter presenting the linguistic and
social context of the region, information on available data (including corpora), sociolinguistic and
structural findings, a discussion of the status of the urban contact dialect, and its stability over time.
The discussion in the book is further enriched by short commentaries from researchers contributing
different theoretical and geographical perspectives. Taken as a whole, the book offers new insights
into migration-based linguistic diversity and patterns of language variation and change, making this
ideal reading for students and scholars in general linguistics and language structure,
sociolinguistics, creole studies, diachronic linguistics, language acquisition, anthropological
linguistics, language education and discourse analysis.

democratic republic of congo language: Africa Toyin Falola, Daniel Jean-Jacques,
2015-12-14 These volumes offer a one-stop resource for researching the lives, customs, and cultures
of Africa's nations and peoples. Unparalleled in its coverage of contemporary customs in all of
Africa, this multivolume set is perfect for both high school and public library shelves. The
three-volume encyclopedia will provide readers with an overview of contemporary customs and life
in North Africa and sub-Saharan Africa through discussions of key concepts and topics that touch
everyday life among the nations' peoples. While this encyclopedia places emphasis on the customs
and cultural practices of each state, history, politics, and economics are also addressed. Because
entries average 14,000 to 15,000 words each, contributors are able to expound more extensively on
each country than in similar encyclopedic works with shorter entries. As a result, readers will gain a
more complete understanding of what life is like in Africa's 54 nations and territories, and will be
better able to draw cross-cultural comparisons based on their reading.

democratic republic of congo language: The Palgrave Handbook of African Social Ethics
Nimi Wariboko, Toyin Falola, 2020-03-30 This Handbook provides a robust collection of vibrant
discourses on African social ethics and ethical practices. It focuses on how the ethical thoughts of
Africans are forged within the context of everyday life, and how in turn ethical and philosophical




thoughts inform day-to-day living. The essays frame ethics as a historical phenomenon best
examined as a historical movement, the dynamic ethos of a people, rather than as a theoretical
construct. It thereby offers a bold, incisive, and fresh interpretation of Africa’s ethical life and
thought.

democratic republic of congo language: Africa Beyond the Post-Colonial Alfred B.
Zack-Williams, 2017-07-05 Drawing together contributions from academics based in Africa and its
diaspora, this work is unique in considering the situation and status of Africans globally. It explores
a broad range of contemporary issues - from development and culture to linguistics - within the
socio-political framework of Africa in the 21st century.

democratic republic of congo language: Language and National Identity in Africa
Andrew Simpson, 2008-02-07 This book focuses on language, culture, and identity in nineteen
countries in Africa. Leading specialists, mainly from Africa, describe national linguistic and political
histories, assess the status of majority and minority languages, and consider the role of language in
ethnic conflict.

democratic republic of congo language: Handbook of Language Policy and Education in
Countries of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) , 2022-07-25 This volume
focuses on the different challenges of language policy in the Southern African Development
Community (SADC). Each of the seventeen chapters follows the same structure, ensuring readability
and accessibility, and describes the unique aspects of each country. The work as a whole reveals the
complex and reciprocal relations between multiple indigenous African languages, Creole languages
and former colonial languages and it constitutes an opportunity to notice recurring patterns as well
as distinctive characteristics. Therefore, everyone involved in language policy, education, economics
and development, geography, development or area studies and African studies will benefit from such
a holistic and innovative overview.

democratic republic of congo language: Globalization and Language Vitality Cécile B.
Vigouroux, Salikoko S. Mufwene, 2008-11-05 This book discusses the effects of globalization on
languages in Africa. In contrast to previous studies, the contributors examine whether or not
globalization is affecting African languages in the same ways and at the same rate in different
countries, and how local experiences of language change vary from place to place. Rather than
seeing English as the 'killer language' par excellence, the contributors probe ways in which
languages are being used side by side to complement each other in some contexts while competing
against European colonial languages in others. The result is a diverse canvas of language vitality in
the African context, including matters of endangerment and loss, through the lense of globalization
in its various interpretations. This book is a must read for students and researchers interested in
language change and death and in the fate of European languages in the rest of the world.

Related to democratic republic of congo language

Democratic Party (United States) - Wikipedia For the 1792-1824 party, see Democratic-
Republican Party. The Democratic Party is a political party in the United States. Sitting on the
center to center-left of the political spectrum, it is the

We are the Democratic Party - Democrats Democrats are fighting for a better, fairer, and
brighter future for every American: rolling up our sleeves, empowering grassroots voters, and
organizing everywhere to build a better America

DEMOCRATIC Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster His attitude was simply the flower of
his general good-nature, and a part of his instinctive and genuinely democratic assumption of every
one's right to lead an easy life

Democratic Party | History, Definition, & Beliefs | Britannica 3 days ago The Democratic
Party is the oldest political party in the United States and among the oldest political parties in the
world. It traces its roots to 1792, when followers of Thomas

DEMOCRATIC | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary A person or a group that is
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