
cons of spartan society
Cons of Spartan Society: Unveiling the Challenges Behind the Warrior Culture

Cons of Spartan society often get overshadowed by the admiration for its military
prowess and disciplined lifestyle. While the Spartans are renowned for their formidable
warriors and their austere way of life, delving deeper reveals a complex society riddled
with significant drawbacks. Understanding these cons sheds light on the sacrifices, social
inequalities, and cultural limitations that shaped Sparta, providing a more nuanced view
beyond the glorified image of Spartan strength.

The Rigidity of Spartan Social Structure

At the heart of Spartan society was a rigid social hierarchy, which, while effective in
maintaining control and military efficiency, imposed severe limitations on personal
freedom and social mobility.

Strict Class Divisions

The Spartan population was divided primarily into three classes: the Spartiates (full
citizens and warriors), the Perioeci (free but non-citizen inhabitants), and the Helots
(state-owned serfs). This segregation created a deeply unequal society. The Helots, who
were the backbone of Spartan agricultural labor, lived under harsh conditions and were
subject to systemic oppression and brutality. Their status as essentially enslaved people
not only stifled any hope for upward mobility but also bred constant fear and tension
within Spartan society.

Lack of Individual Freedom

Spartan citizens, especially the Spartiates, were expected to conform entirely to the
state's demands. From a young age, boys were taken from their families to enter the
agoge—a rigorous military training program—where individuality was suppressed in favor
of obedience and collective identity. This strict control extended throughout their lives,
leaving little room for personal pursuits or expressions of creativity. The cons of Spartan
society in this regard highlight a culture where personal aspirations were secondary to the
needs of the state.

Gender Inequality and Roles

While Spartan women enjoyed more freedoms compared to other Greek city-states, the
cons of Spartan society still included significant gender-based limitations and



expectations.

Women’s Role in a Militarized Society

Spartan women were primarily valued for their role in producing and raising strong
warriors. They were expected to maintain physical fitness and manage households while
their husbands were often away at war. Although they had more rights to own property
and engage in some economic activities, their existence was largely defined by the state's
militaristic priorities. This utilitarian view reduced women to instruments of state policy
rather than fully autonomous individuals.

Emotional and Social Constraints

The militaristic focus of Spartan society also meant that emotional expression and family
bonds were often secondary to duty. For women, this could translate into a life of
loneliness and isolation, especially during prolonged military campaigns. The emphasis on
producing warriors came at the expense of nurturing personal relationships, highlighting a
significant social con in Spartan life.

Economic Limitations and Dependency

The Spartan economy was uniquely structured to support its military system, but this had
several downsides that hampered economic growth and innovation.

Reliance on Helot Labor

One of the most glaring cons of Spartan society was its dependence on the Helot
population for agricultural labor. This reliance created a fragile economic foundation
because it was built on exploitation and constant fear of rebellion. The Helots’ oppression
was brutal and unsustainable, leading to periodic violent uprisings that threatened
Spartan stability.

Resistance to Trade and Commerce

Sparta discouraged trade, wealth accumulation, and luxury, viewing them as distractions
from military discipline. This aversion to economic diversification resulted in stagnation.
Unlike other Greek city-states like Athens, Sparta did not foster a vibrant marketplace or
encourage artistic and intellectual pursuits linked to economic prosperity. The Spartan
economy, therefore, remained narrow and vulnerable, unable to adapt easily to changing
circumstances.



The Psychological and Emotional Costs

Beyond the tangible social and economic drawbacks, the cons of Spartan society also
extended into the psychological well-being of its citizens.

Harsh Upbringing and Mental Strain

The agoge training system, while effective in producing skilled warriors, was notorious for
its harshness. Young boys endured extreme physical hardships, deprivation, and constant
competition, often at the expense of their mental health. This brutal upbringing fostered
resilience but also a culture of fear and repression. Emotional vulnerabilities were
considered weaknesses, leading to a society where open expression of feelings was
discouraged.

Pressure to Conform and Fear of Failure

In a society where honor and reputation were paramount, failure on the battlefield or in
training could result in severe social consequences, including loss of citizenship rights.
This immense pressure to conform to Spartan ideals created a culture of anxiety and
relentless self-discipline, limiting personal growth beyond the militaristic framework.

Cultural and Intellectual Stagnation

While Sparta excelled militarily, its focus on warfare came at the expense of cultural and
intellectual development.

Suppression of Arts and Philosophy

Unlike Athens, which flourished as a center of philosophy, drama, and the arts, Spartan
society discouraged pursuits that did not directly contribute to military efficiency. Artistic
expression, philosophical inquiry, and intellectual debate were often viewed with suspicion
or as distractions. This cultural repression limited innovation and the broader
development of Spartan society.

Limited Educational Opportunities

Education in Sparta was almost exclusively geared toward preparing warriors. This
narrow curriculum neglected other areas of knowledge and personal development. The
cons of Spartan society here can be seen in the lack of diverse talents and ideas, which
could have enriched the community in peacetime.



Impact on Spartan Legacy and Modern
Perceptions

The cons of Spartan society also affect how we view Sparta today, complicating the
simplistic admiration of its military culture.

Myth Versus Reality

Modern portrayals often romanticize Spartan discipline and valor, glossing over the social
injustices and hardships endured by many within the system. Recognizing the cons of
Spartan society helps us appreciate the full picture—the sacrifices, inequalities, and rigid
control that underpinned their achievements.

Lessons from Spartan Society

Understanding these drawbacks offers valuable insights into the dangers of extreme
militarization and social rigidity. It invites reflection on the balance between collective
goals and individual rights, reminding us that a society’s strength is not solely measured
by its military might but also by its social justice and cultural richness.

Exploring the cons of Spartan society reveals a civilization that, despite its legendary
status, faced profound internal challenges. These challenges shaped not only the lives of
its people but also the course of history, making Sparta a fascinating study of the costs
behind a warrior culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the social drawbacks of Spartan society?
Spartan society was highly militarized and rigid, which limited personal freedoms and
discouraged artistic and intellectual pursuits, leading to a lack of cultural development.

How did the Spartan education system negatively
impact individuals?
The agoge, Spartan education system, was harsh and focused almost exclusively on
military training, often neglecting emotional development and leading to a lack of
individuality and personal freedom.

What were the consequences of the Spartan emphasis



on military life for its economy?
Sparta's focus on military prowess meant that economic innovation and trade were
neglected, relying heavily on the labor of the helots, which created an unstable and
inequitable economic structure.

How did Spartan society treat the helot population and
what were the ethical issues?
Helots were essentially enslaved people forced to work the land for Spartans, subjected to
harsh treatment and oppression, raising serious ethical concerns about human rights
abuses.

In what ways did Spartan gender roles limit women’s
opportunities?
Although Spartan women had more freedoms compared to other Greek city-states, they
were still primarily valued for their role in producing strong warriors and had limited
political rights and societal roles.

What impact did Spartan isolationism have on its long-
term sustainability?
Spartan isolationism and resistance to change led to a decline in influence and
adaptability, making it difficult for Sparta to respond effectively to external threats and
internal challenges over time.

Additional Resources
Cons of Spartan Society: An In-Depth Examination of Its Societal Drawbacks

Cons of spartan society have been a subject of critical analysis among historians,
sociologists, and scholars for centuries. While the Spartan civilization is often lauded for
its military discipline, rigorous training, and social cohesion, the underlying societal
structure presents significant challenges and negative aspects that impacted both
individuals and the broader community. This article delves into the multifaceted
drawbacks of Spartan society, exploring the consequences of its unique social, political,
and cultural framework.

Understanding Spartan Society: A Brief Context

Before dissecting the cons of Spartan society, it is essential to outline its defining
characteristics. Sparta, an ancient Greek city-state, was renowned for its militaristic
lifestyle and rigid social hierarchy. The society prioritized the collective over the
individual, with the primary goal of producing elite warriors to defend and expand Spartan



influence. From a young age, male citizens underwent the agoge—a state-sponsored
education and training program designed to instill discipline, endurance, and combat
skills. Women, though relatively more empowered compared to other Greek city-states,
were also subject to strict social expectations.

This focus on military prowess and social conformity shaped every aspect of Spartan life
but came with substantial costs that merit closer examination.

Social Rigidity and Lack of Individual Freedom

One of the most glaring cons of Spartan society was its extreme social rigidity. Spartan
citizens were divided into distinct classes, including Spartiates (full citizens), Perioikoi
(free but non-citizen inhabitants), and Helots (state-owned serfs). This rigid caste system
severely limited social mobility and personal freedoms.

Suppression of Individuality

Spartans were expected to conform to strict behavioral standards, suppressing personal
ambition and expression in favor of collective goals. The agoge system, while effective in
creating disciplined soldiers, eradicated individuality by imposing uniformity from
childhood. Personal desires, intellectual pursuits, and creative expressions were often
subordinated to military needs, stifling cultural and artistic development.

Limited Political Participation

Though Spartan men enjoyed certain political rights, participation was confined to a small
elite. The dual kingship and the Gerousia (council of elders) concentrated power among a
select few, limiting broader democratic engagement. The exclusion of large population
segments, including women, helots, and perioikoi, from political processes further
entrenched inequality.

Harsh Treatment of the Helot Population

A critical and often criticized aspect of Spartan society was its reliance on the Helot class.
Helots were essentially enslaved people, primarily of Messenian origin, who worked the
land to sustain the Spartan economy. Their treatment reveals profound ethical and
humanitarian issues within the system.

Institutionalized Oppression

Helots were subjected to brutal oppression, including annual declarations of war by the



Spartan state that legally permitted their killing without repercussion. This practice,
known as the Krypteia, was intended to terrorize and control the Helot population,
preventing uprisings. The constant threat of violence and dehumanization made life for
helots precarious and oppressive.

Economic Dependency and Social Instability

Spartan economic reliance on helot labor created a paradoxical vulnerability. While helots
enabled Spartans to focus on military training, the fear of helot revolts necessitated a
militarized internal security apparatus. This perpetual tension between the ruling
Spartiate class and the subjugated helots contributed to social instability and diverted
resources from other potential societal advancements.

Gender Roles and Their Consequences

Though Spartan women enjoyed comparatively more rights than their counterparts in
other Greek city-states, the cons of Spartan society’s gender dynamics are also
noteworthy.

Rigid Expectations and Militarization of Women

Spartan women were tasked with the responsibility of producing strong warriors and
managing households in men’s absence. Physical fitness was emphasized, and women
were encouraged to be robust, yet their roles remained primarily supportive and
instrumental to Spartan militarism. This militarization of gender roles limited women’s
personal autonomy and reinforced a utilitarian view of female identity.

Exclusion from Political Power

Despite their relative freedoms, Spartan women were excluded from formal political
participation. Their influence was primarily indirect and hinged on their roles as mothers
and wives of soldiers. This exclusion reinforced a patriarchal structure that denied women
full citizenship rights.

The Militaristic Focus and Its Societal Costs

The Spartan obsession with military excellence, while producing formidable warriors,
carried significant drawbacks that impacted societal growth and innovation.



Neglect of Arts and Intellectual Pursuits

Unlike other Greek city-states such as Athens, Sparta’s cultural landscape was largely
barren. The prioritization of martial values left little room for philosophy, arts, literature,
or scientific inquiry. This narrow focus limited intellectual advancement and cultural
contributions, thus reducing Sparta’s influence outside the military realm.

Economic Underdevelopment

Because the Spartan economy depended heavily on agriculture managed by helots and
lacked significant trade or industry, economic diversification was minimal. This
underdevelopment made Sparta vulnerable to economic stagnation and limited its capacity
to adapt to changing geopolitical realities.

Mental and Physical Strain on Citizens

The cons of Spartan society also extend to the well-being of its own citizens, particularly
the Spartiates.

Psychological Pressure

From an early age, Spartan boys were subjected to intense training regimes and social
conditioning designed to suppress fear and foster obedience. This constant psychological
pressure to conform and excel in combat created a culture where failure or weakness was
unacceptable, often leading to harsh consequences.

Health and Mortality

The demanding lifestyle, while promoting physical fitness, also exposed Spartans to
significant risks. The agoge involved rigorous physical challenges, punishments, and
sometimes neglect of injuries or illness for the sake of discipline. Such practices could
shorten lifespans and reduce overall quality of life.

Conclusion: A Society of Strength with Structural
Weaknesses

The cons of Spartan society underscore a civilization that, while remarkable for its military
discipline and social cohesion, was burdened by systemic inequalities, repression, and a
narrow worldview. Its rigid social hierarchy, oppressive treatment of helots, constrained



gender roles, and limited cultural development reveal a society that sacrificed individual
freedoms and broader humanistic values for the sake of martial dominance. These
drawbacks offer valuable lessons in the complexities of balancing societal order with
personal liberty, economic development, and cultural richness. Understanding these cons
provides a more holistic view of Sparta beyond its celebrated military legacy.

Cons Of Spartan Society

  cons of spartan society: Spartan Society Thomas J. Figueira, 2004-12-31 This is the fifth
volume from the International Sparta Seminar, in the series founded by Anton Powell and Stephen
Hodkinson. Thomas J. Figueira is here the editor of sixteen papers; fifteen are new, the other is
newly translated from the French. Among the authors are most of the world's leading authorities on
the history of Sparta. There are particular concentrations of papers on Spartan women; the economy
of Sparta; helots and Messenians; Xenophon and Sparta; and the modern reception of Sparta.
  cons of spartan society: The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society Dennis Carl
Rasmussen, 2010-11 Adam Smith is popularly regarded as the ideological forefather of laissez-faire
capitalism, while Rousseau is seen as the passionate advocate of the life of virtue in small,
harmonious communities and as a sharp critic of the ills of commercial society. But, in fact, Smith
had many of the same worries about commercial society that Rousseau did and was strongly
influenced by his critique. In this first book-length comparative study of these leading
eighteenth-century thinkers, Dennis Rasmussen highlights Smith&’s sympathy with Rousseau&’s
concerns and analyzes in depth the ways in which Smith crafted his arguments to defend
commercial society against these charges. These arguments, Rasmussen emphasizes, were
pragmatic in nature, not ideological: it was Smith&’s view that, all things considered, commercial
society offered more benefits than the alternatives. Just because of this pragmatic orientation,
Smith&’s approach can be useful to us in assessing the pros and cons of commercial society today
and thus contributes to a debate that is too much dominated by both dogmatic critics and doctrinaire
champions of our modern commercial society.
  cons of spartan society: The Shadow of Sparta Stephen Hodkinson, Anton Powell,
2002-09-11 In the past twenty years the study of Sparta has come of age. Images prevalent earlier in
the 20th century, of Spartans as hearty good fellows or scarlet-cloaked automata, have been
superseded by more complex scholarly reactions. As interest has grown in the self-images projected
by this most secretive of Greek cities, increasing attention has focused on how individual Greek
writers from other states reacted to information, or disinformation about Sparta. The studies in this
volume provide new insights into the traditional historians' question, What actually happened at
Sparta?. But the implications of the work go far beyond Laconia. They concern preoccupations of
some of the most studied of Greek writers, and help towards an understanding of how Athenians
defined the achievment, or the failure, of their own city.
  cons of spartan society: Spartan Education Sabine Lorca, AI, 2025-03-29 Spartan Education
explores the agoge, Sparta's rigorous educational system that shaped its warriors and citizens.
Beyond military training, the agoge instilled values like civic duty and self-sacrifice, crucial for
maintaining social stability in a society constantly threatened by Helot uprisings. The book reveals
how this system prioritized the state's needs above individual desires, challenging the common
perception of Sparta as simply a war-focused society. The book investigates the agoge's curriculum,
role in shaping Spartan identity, and impact on military dominance. Did you know that the agoge
involved communal living and moral instruction, not just physical conditioning? Or that unwavering
loyalty to the state was a core value instilled via social engineering? These aspects contributed to
Sparta's unique social structure. The approach of the book is to examine historical sources and
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archaeological evidence. Divided into three parts, the book first introduces Sparta's historical
context before dissecting the agoge's curriculum, detailing the stages of training from childhood to
adulthood. Finally, it analyzes the agoge's long-term impact on Spartan society. This comprehensive
overview is valuable for students of ancient and military history, educators, and anyone interested in
social institutions.
  cons of spartan society: Sparta in Modern Thought Stephen Hodkinson, Ian Macgregor
Morris, 2012-12-31 Images of ancient Sparta have had a major impact on Western thought. From the
Renaissance to the French Revolution she was invoked by radical thinkers as a model for the
creation of a republican political and social order. Since the 19th century she has typically been
viewed as the opposite of advanced liberal and industrial democracies: a forerunner of 20th-century
totalitarian and militaristic regimes such as the Third Reich and the Soviet Union. Yet positive
images of Sparta remain embedded in contemporary popular media and culture. This is the first
book in over 40 years to examine this important subject. Eleven ancient historians and experts in the
history of ideas discuss Sparta's changing role in Western thought from medieval Europe to the 21st
century, with a special focus on Enlightenment France, Nazi Germany and the USA. Images of
ancient Sparta have had a major impact on Western thought. From the Renaissance to the French
Revolution she was invoked by radical thinkers as a model for the creation of a republican political
and social order. Since the 19th century she has typically been viewed as the opposite of advanced
liberal and industrial democracies: a forerunner of 20th-century totalitarian and militaristic regimes
such as the Third Reich and the Soviet Union. Yet positive images of Sparta remain embedded in
contemporary popular media and culture. This is the first book in over 40 years to examine this
important subject. Eleven ancient historians and experts in the history of ideas discuss Sparta's
changing role in Western thought from medieval Europe to the 21st century, with a special focus on
Enlightenment France, Nazi Germany and the USA.
  cons of spartan society: A Companion to Sparta Anton Powell, 2017-10-18 A Companion to
Sparta umfasst zwei Bände und präsentiert erstmals umfassend Essays unterschiedlichster Autoren
über sämtliche Aspekte der Geschichte und Gesellschaft Spartas, von den Anfängen in den Dunklen
Jahrhunderten Griechenlands bis zum Römischen Kaiserreich. - Bietet eine klare und umfassende
Einführung in sämtliche Aspekte von Sparta als eine Gemeinschaft, die von Städten aus dieser Zeit
als eine der einflussreichsten Mächte im klassischen Griechenland angesehen wurde. - Präsentiert
ausführlich die Geschichte und Kultur Spartas in Beiträgen internationaler Autoren, darunter
nahezu alle Experten und Wissenschaftler des Fachgebiets. - Enthält über ein Dutzend Abbildungen
zur Kunst Spartas, die die Entwicklung des alltäglichen Lebens in Sparta zeigen. - Beleuchtet die
heutige Kontroverse über Veränderungen in der Gesellschaft Spartas, von der archaischen bis zur
klassischen Periode, aus einem neuen Blickwinkel.
  cons of spartan society: Property and Wealth in Classical Sparta Stephen Hodkinson,
2009-12-31 The standard image of Sparta is of an egalitarian, military society which disdained
material possessions. Yet property and wealth played a critical role in her history. Classical Sparta's
success rested upon a compromise between rich and poor citizens. Economic differences were
masked by a uniform lifestyle and a communal sharing of resources. Over time, however, increasing
inequalities led to a plutocratic society and to the decline of Spartan power. Using an innovative
combination of historical, archaeological and sociological methods, Stephen Hodkinson challenges
traditional views of Sparta's isolation from general Greek culture. This volume is the first major
monograph-length discussion of a subject on which the author is recognised as the leading
international authority.
  cons of spartan society: Leonidas of Sparta Helena P. Schrader, 2011 Sparta at the start of the
fifth century BC is in crisis. The Argives are attacking Sparta's vulnerable island of Kythera, but King
Cleomenes is more interested in meddling in Athenian affairs. His co-monarch, King Demaratus,
opposes Cleomenes' ambitions, and soon the kings are at each other's throats. Exploiting this
internal conflict, Corinth launches a challenge to Spartan control of the Peloponnesian League, while
across the Aegean Sea, the Greek cities of Ionia are in rebellion against Persia -- and pleading for



Spartan aid. King Cleomenes' youngest half-brother Leonidas has only just attained citizenship. He
has no reason to expect that this revolt will shape his destiny. At twenty-one, Leonidas is just an
ordinary ranker in the Spartan army, less interested in high politics than putting his private life in
order. He needs to find reliable tenants to restore his ruined estate, and, most important, to find the
right woman to be his bride. Meanwhile, his niece Gorgo is growing up. Not particularly pretty, she
is, nevertheless, precocious and courageous -- qualities that get her into trouble more than once.
This is the story of both Leonidas and Gorgo in the years before Leonidas becomes king of Sparta
and before the first Persian invasion of Greece sets Leonidas on the road to Thermopylae. This is the
second book in a trilogy of biographical novels about Leonidas and Gorgo. The first book, A Boy of
the Agoge, described Leonidas's childhood in Sparta's infamous public school. This second book
focuses on his years as an ordinary citizen, and the third will describe his reign and death.
  cons of spartan society: Problems of Historical Psychology Zevedei Barbu, 2019-11-28
Originally published in 1960, this study was rooted in the conviction that a close cooperation
between the disciplines of psychology and history opened new and fruitful perspectives for the
understanding of both fields. The title is an investigation of the connection between history and
psychology, discussing how a society shapes and conditions the minds of those born into it. The
author takes a close look at Greek society at the time of Pericles, and English society of the
Elizabethan era. Though presented in the idiom of psychology, the problems with which this book is
concerned, should appeal to historian and psychologist alike.
  cons of spartan society: Sparta: Rise Of The Warrior City-State A.J.Kingston, 2023 Are you
fascinated by the legends of ancient Greece and the incredible warriors who once roamed the land?
If so, then Sparta: Rise Of The Warrior City-State is the perfect book bundle for you! This 4-in-1
collection is a comprehensive exploration of the legendary city-state of Sparta, which rose to
prominence as one of the most powerful military forces in the ancient world. With books dedicated
to the city-state's warriors, queens, armies, and society, this bundle is the ultimate resource for
anyone looking to learn more about the fascinating history of Sparta. Book 1, Sparta: The Warrior
City-State, takes readers on a journey through the unique culture of the Spartans, exploring their
brutal training methods and legendary victories on the battlefield. Learn about the tactics, weapons,
and fighting techniques that made the Spartans some of the most feared warriors in history. In Book
2, Spartan Women: Mothers, Warriors, And Queens, readers will discover the powerful and
influential women who helped shape Spartan society. From the queens who held sway over Spartan
politics to the fierce warriors who fought alongside their male counterparts, Spartan women played
a vital role in the city-state's success. Book 3, The Spartan Army: Elite Warriors Of The Ancient
World, provides an in-depth look at the military might of Sparta. Discover the tactics and strategies
that made the Spartan army a force to be reckoned with, and learn about the battles and campaigns
that helped establish the city-state as a dominant force in the ancient world. Finally, in Book 4,
Spartan Society: Power, Politics, And Identity, readers will explore the political and social structures
that made Spartan society so unique. From the powerful Gerousia council to the dual kingship
system, Spartan society was a complex web of power and influence that helped shape the course of
history. Whether you're a history buff, a lover of ancient cultures, or simply interested in the stories
that make history great, Sparta: Rise Of The Warrior City-State is the ultimate book bundle for
anyone looking to learn more about the incredible world of ancient Greece. Don't miss out on this
chance to explore the fascinating world of Sparta and its legendary warriors!
  cons of spartan society: Sparta Stephen Hodkinson, Anton Powell, 2002-12-31 The study of the
Spartans is now pursued more widely and intensively than ever. Indeed, no longer is Sparta the
'second city' of ancient Greece. This volume, the fourth in the established series on which Powell and
Hodkinson have collaborated, breaks fresh ground, not least in the range of its contributors. The
authors of the fourteen new papers represent nine different countries and demonstrate many of the
fertile modern approaches to the history, the archaeology - and the still-influential image - of the city
on the Eurotas.
  cons of spartan society: Spartan Social Model James Carter, AI, 2025-05-05 Spartan Social



Model examines the unique social structure of ancient Sparta, revealing how militarization,
communal living, and rigid hierarchies fostered social cohesion and military dominance. The book
argues that Sparta's social model, though seemingly restrictive, was a functional adaptation to
constant threats like Helot uprisings. Interestingly, the rigorous training program known as the
agoge shaped Spartan boys into formidable warriors, while communal mess halls (syssitia)
reinforced social bonds and suppressed individual wealth. The book methodically progresses, first
establishing Sparta's historical context before diving into the key themes of militarization, communal
living, and hierarchy. Drawing upon historical records like the Great Rhetra and archaeological
findings, it connects Sparta's social model to broader concepts in political science and sociology.
This approach offers a fresh perspective by considering the interconnectedness of Sparta's social,
economic, and political institutions, challenging traditional views and providing a nuanced
understanding of this influential ancient society.
  cons of spartan society: Standing Among the Spartans Philip John Victor Davies, 2025-02-20
Conformity, uniformity, institutionality, exceptionality � each of these terms encapsulates an aspect
of the common perception of Sparta, both among scholars and in the popular imagination. This
volume seeks to interrogate how rightly we may apply these terms to the Spartan citizen community
in the classical period (approximately 500-350 BC) and reveals a much greater level of
differentiation within this social group than is often assumed. Drawing upon recent scholarship on
Sparta, theoretical and methodological discussions from within the wider fields of classical studies
and ancient history, and approaches to status and institutions developed in the social sciences,
Philip John Victor Davies examines the diverse factors which influenced the standing of individuals
within the Spartiate community and assesses how great a role institutions played in determining a
Spartiate's standing and to what extent Sparta was, as ancient accounts would suggest, significantly
more institutionalized than other Greek societies. Placing Sparta in the context of the renewed
interest in institutions and their social significance represented across multiple disciplines by the
'New Institutionalist turn', he presents a more dynamic understanding of the internal life of the
Spartiate community, with a nuanced appreciation of the dimensions and limits of Sparta's
exceptionality.
  cons of spartan society: Power Ambition Glory Steve Forbes, John Prevas, 2010-06-01 Based
on an extraordinary collaboration between Steve Forbes, chairman, CEO, and editor in chief of
Forbes Media, and classics professor John Prevas, Power Ambition Glory provides intriguing
comparisons between six great leaders of the ancient world and contemporary business leaders. •
Great leaders not only have vision but know how to build structures to effect it. Cyrus the Great did
so in creating an empire based on tolerance and inclusion, an approach highly unusual for his or any
age. Jack Welch and John Chambers built their business empires using a similar approach, and like
Cyrus, they remain the exceptions rather than the rule. • Great leaders know how to build consensus
and motivate by doing what is right rather than what is in their self-interest. Xenophon put personal
gain aside to lead his fellow Greeks out of a perilous situation in Persia–something very similar to
what Lou Gerstner and Anne Mulcahy did in rescuing IBM and Xerox. • Character matters in
leadership. Alexander the Great had exceptional leadership skills that enabled him to conquer the
eastern half of the ancient world, but he was ultimately destroyed by his inability to manage his
phenomenal success. The corporate world is full of similar examples, such as the now incarcerated
Dennis Kozlowski, who, flush with success at the head of his empire, was driven down the highway
of self-destruction by an out-of-control ego. • A great leader is one who challenges the conventional
wisdom of the day and is able to think out of the box to pull off amazing feats. Hannibal did
something no one in the ancient world thought possible; he crossed the Alps in winter to challenge
Rome for control of the ancient world. That same innovative way of thinking enabled Serge Brin and
Larry Page of Google to challenge and best two formidable competitors, Microsoft and Yahoo! • A
leader must have ambition to succeed, and Julius Caesar had plenty of it. He set Rome on the path to
empire, but his success made him believe he was a living god and blinded him to the dangers that
eventually did him in. The parallels with corporate leaders and Wall Street master-of-the-universe



types are numerous, but none more salient than Hank Greenberg, who built the AIG insurance
empire only to be struck down at the height of his success by the corporate daggers of his directors.
• And finally, leadership is about keeping a sane and modest perspective in the face of success and
remaining focused on the fundamentals–the nuts and bolts of making an organization work day in
and day out. Augustus saved Rome from dissolution after the assassination of Julius Caesar and
ruled it for more than forty years, bringing the empire to the height of its power. What made him
successful were personal humility, attention to the mundane details of building and maintaining an
infrastructure, and the understanding of limits. Augustus set Rome on a course of prosperity and
stability that lasted for centuries, just as Alfred Sloan, using many of the same approaches, built GM
into the leviathan that until recently dominated the automotive business.
  cons of spartan society: Sparta and War Stephen Hodkinson, Anton Powell, 2006-12-31 Ten
new essays from a distinguished international cast treat Sparta's most famous area of activity. The
results are challenging. Among the contributors, Thomas Figueira explores the paradox that Sparta's
cavalry was an undistinguished institution. Jean Ducat conducts the most thorough study to date of
Sparta's official cowards, the 'tremblers'. Anton Powell asks why Sparta chose not to destroy Athens
after the Peloponnesian War. And Stephen Hodkinson argues that the image of Spartan society as
militaristic may after all be a?mirage. This is the sixth volume from the International Sparta
Seminar, founded by Powell and Hodkinson in 1988. The series has established itself as the main
forum for the study of Spartan history.
  cons of spartan society: Societies and Military Power Stephen Peter Rosen, 2019-05-15 A work
with broad implications for theories of comparative strategic behavior and civil-military relations,
Societies and Military Power uses the long history of the armies of India as a basis for analyzing
whether the character of a given society affects the amount of military power that can be generated
by the armies that emerge from that society. By examining the changing relationship between ruling
elites in the Indian subcontinent and their armed forces, the book shows that divisions within society
are mirrored within the military, even within the contemporary professional military. Stephen Peter
Rosen explores the proposition that cultural explanations don't sufficiently account for changes in
military power, whereas social structure does. He suggests also that the dynamics of civil-military
relations in a non-Western setting are not explicable without social-structural insight. He concludes
that the comparative study of strategic behavior and military organization has lacked a sound
foundation, which the social-structural explanation offered in this book begins to provide.
  cons of spartan society: A Companion to School Classics James Gow, 1888
  cons of spartan society: Plutarch on Sparta Plutarch, 1988 Two more of Plutarch's lives,
covering the careers of the Spartan kings, Agis and Cleomenes.
  cons of spartan society: The Spartan and Theban Supremacies Charles Sankey, 1894
  cons of spartan society: The Hero Cults of Sparta Nicolette A. Pavlides, 2023-09-07 This
book examines the hero-cults of Sparta on the basis of the archaeological and literary sources.
Nicolette Pavlides explores the local idiosyncrasies of a pan-Hellenic phenomenon, which itself can
help us understand the place and function of heroes in Greek religion. Although it has long been
noted that hero-cult was especially popular in Sparta, there is little known about the cults, both in
terms of material evidence and the historical context for their popularity. The evidence from the cult
of Helen and Menelaos at the Menelaion, the worship of Agamemnon and Alexandra/Kassandra, the
Dioskouroi, and others who remain anonymous to us, is viewed as a local phenomenon reflective of
the developing communal and social consciousness of the polis. What is more, through an analysis of
the typology of cults, it is concluded that in Sparta, the boundaries of the divine/heroic/mortal were
fluid, which allowed a great variation in the expression of cults. The votive patterns, topography, and
architectural evidence permit an analysis of the kinds of offerings to hero-cults and an evaluation of
the architecture that housed such cults. Due to the material and spatial distribution of the votive
deposits, it is argued that Sparta had a large number of hero shrines scattered throughout the polis,
which attests to an enthusiastic and long-lasting local votive practice at a popular level.
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