church of the latter day dude

Church of the Latter Day Dude: A Lighthearted Spiritual Path

church of the latter day dude is a unique and playful spiritual movement that has gained attention
for its unconventional approach to faith and community. Unlike traditional religious organizations,
this church embraces a laid-back, easygoing philosophy inspired by the iconic character "The Dude"
from the cult classic film *The Big Lebowski*. Rooted in humor, tolerance, and a relaxed worldview,
the Church of the Latter Day Dude offers an alternative way to explore spirituality without the
rigidity often associated with organized religion.

Understanding the Church of the Latter Day Dude

The Origins and Philosophy Behind the Church

The Church of the Latter Day Dude originated in the mid-1990s as a tongue-in-cheek response to
mainstream religious institutions. Drawing inspiration from Jeff Bridges's portrayal of Jeffrey "The
Dude" Lebowski, the church embodies the character’s carefree attitude and his famous motto: "The
Dude abides." This phrase symbolizes resilience, acceptance, and going with the flow in the face of
life's challenges.

At its core, the church promotes values such as tolerance, kindness, and simplicity. It encourages
followers to embrace a chilled-out lifestyle, emphasizing peace of mind over dogma. The spiritual
path here isn’t about strict rituals or complex theology but rather about finding harmony in everyday
life and cultivating a gentle, non-judgmental outlook.

The Role of Humor and Pop Culture

One of the most distinctive aspects of the Church of the Latter Day Dude is its playful use of humor
and pop culture references. The church doesn’t take itself too seriously, and this lightheartedness is
part of its charm. By adopting the persona of The Dude, members celebrate a figure who is both
relatable and emblematic of a relaxed approach to life.

This blend of spirituality and pop culture helps make the church accessible to a broader audience,
especially those who might feel disenfranchised by traditional religious settings. It creates a
welcoming environment where people can explore existential questions without pressure or

judgment.

Core Beliefs and Practices

What Does Following the Dude Mean?

Though the Church of the Latter Day Dude lacks formal doctrine, several key beliefs and practices



define its community:

e Abiding: The concept of "abiding" is central, encouraging adherents to maintain calmness and
persistence despite adversity.

¢ Non-conformity: Followers value individuality and resist societal pressures to conform to
rigid norms.

e Peace and Compassion: Emphasis on kindness and understanding towards others, fostering
a supportive and inclusive community.

e Simplicity: Living simply and appreciating life's small pleasures is encouraged, reflecting The
Dude’s minimalist lifestyle.

Rituals and Gatherings

Unlike traditional churches, the Church of the Latter Day Dude doesn't have formal ceremonies or
sacraments. Instead, gatherings might include casual meet-ups such as bowling nights, movie
screenings of *The Big Lebowski*, or community discussions about philosophy and life’s quirks.
These events foster camaraderie and allow members to share experiences in a relaxed setting.

The use of iconic imagery—like bathrobes, White Russians (The Dude’s favorite drink), and quirky
catchphrases—adds a sense of identity and fun without imposing strict behavioral expectations.

Community and Cultural Impact

Building a Brotherhood of the Dude

The Church of the Latter Day Dude has grown organically into a community that transcends
geographic boundaries. Through online forums, social media groups, and real-world gatherings,
adherents connect to share their approach to life inspired by The Dude’s spirit.

This community serves as a support network for those seeking alternative spiritual paths that reject
judgment and embrace acceptance. Members often describe their involvement as more about
lifestyle and mindset than religious obligation.

Influence on Modern Spirituality

In an era where many are searching for personalized and meaningful spiritual experiences, the
Church of the Latter Day Dude stands out as an example of how humor and pop culture can play a
role in spiritual identity. It challenges the notion that spirituality must be solemn or inaccessible,
offering a refreshing, relatable option.



Moreover, the church’s emphasis on tolerance and peace resonates with broader cultural
movements that prioritize mental health and well-being. Its message encourages people to slow
down, appreciate the moment, and treat others with kindness—principles that align well with
contemporary mindfulness practices.

Tips for Embracing the Dude Lifestyle

Incorporating the Spirit of the Church into Daily Life

You don’t have to officially join the Church of the Latter Day Dude to benefit from its outlook. Here
are some practical ways to incorporate the Dude’s philosophy into your everyday routine:

1. Practice Patience: When faced with stress or conflict, try to "abide" like The Dude—stay calm
and don't let frustration take over.

2. Celebrate Simplicity: Find joy in simple pleasures, whether it’s savoring a favorite drink,
spending time outdoors, or enjoying good company.

3. Be Kind and Non-Judgmental: Embrace an open-minded attitude toward others, accepting
differences without criticism.

4. Use Humor to Cope: Don’t be afraid to laugh at life’s absurdities; humor can be a powerful
tool for resilience.

5. Create Community: Connect with like-minded people who appreciate a laid-back approach to
spirituality and life.

Exploring Further: Resources and References

Where to Learn More About the Church of the Latter
Day Dude

For those intrigued by this unconventional spiritual path, several resources can deepen your
understanding:

e The Big Lebowski Film: Watching the movie is essential to grasping the cultural and
philosophical foundations of the church.

¢ Online Communities: Forums and social media groups dedicated to the Church of the Latter
Day Dude offer space for discussion and connection.

¢ Books and Articles: Various essays and writings explore the intersection of pop culture and



spirituality, highlighting the church’s unique position.

e Local Meetups: Some cities host informal gatherings or events inspired by The Dude’s ethos,
perfect for newcomers to experience the spirit firsthand.

By exploring these avenues, individuals can find a path that suits their personality and spiritual
needs while embracing a philosophy that champions peace, humor, and acceptance.

The Church of the Latter Day Dude invites us all to take life a little less seriously, to abide in the
moment, and to foster a spirit of goodwill. In a world often marked by chaos and complexity, this
playful yet profound approach to spirituality offers a welcome respite and a reminder that
sometimes, the best way forward is simply to relax and go with the flow.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Church of the Latter-Day Dude?

The Church of the Latter-Day Dude is a parody religion inspired by the character Jeffrey "The Dude'
Lebowski from the film The Big Lebowski. It humorously promotes a laid-back lifestyle and the
philosophy of 'taking it easy."'

When was the Church of the Latter-Day Dude founded?

The Church of the Latter-Day Dude was founded in the 1990s, gaining popularity among fans of The
Big Lebowski who embraced its relaxed and humorous approach to spirituality.

What are the main beliefs of the Church of the Latter-Day
Dude?

The main beliefs center around principles such as 'Dudeism,' which encourages followers to live in
harmony, avoid stress, and embrace a chill, easy-going attitude inspired by The Dude's character.

Is the Church of the Latter-Day Dude recognized as an official
religion?

While the Church of the Latter-Day Dude has a devoted following and some organizational structure,
it is generally considered a parody or satirical religion rather than an officially recognized religious
institution.

How does the Church of the Latter-Day Dude celebrate or
practice its beliefs?

Followers often gather for casual meetings called 'Dudeist gatherings,' engage in meditation or
relaxation practices, and celebrate themes from The Big Lebowski, emphasizing humor, peace, and
simplicity.



Can anyone join the Church of the Latter-Day Dude?

Yes, the Church of the Latter-Day Dude is open to anyone interested in its philosophy of relaxation
and nonconformity. It welcomes people who appreciate its humorous take on spirituality and want to
embrace a more laid-back lifestyle.

Additional Resources

Church of the Latter Day Dude: An Unconventional Spiritual Movement Explored

church of the latter day dude stands as one of the more intriguing and unconventional spiritual
movements to have emerged in recent decades. Often described as a playful yet earnest parody of
traditional religious institutions, this church combines elements of counterculture, humor, and laid-
back philosophy. Rooted in the ethos of "The Dude," the iconic character from the cult classic film
*The Big Lebowski*, the Church of the Latter Day Dude has attracted a unique following that values
simplicity, relaxation, and a non-dogmatic approach to spirituality.

This article delves into the origins, beliefs, cultural significance, and community aspects of the
Church of the Latter Day Dude, providing an analytical perspective on how it fits within the broader
landscape of modern religious and spiritual movements.

Origins and Historical Context

The Church of the Latter Day Dude was founded in the early 2000s, inspired directly by the laid-back
lifestyle and philosophical outlook of Jeffrey "The Dude" Lebowski, portrayed by Jeff Bridges in the
1998 film *The Big Lebowski*. The movie, directed by the Coen Brothers, quickly attained cult status
for its quirky characters, memorable dialogues, and its idiosyncratic take on life’s absurdities.

Unlike traditional religions with ancient roots, the Church of the Latter Day Dude emerged as a
cultural phenomenon. Its founders embraced the film’s central character as a symbol of peace,
tolerance, and anti-materialism. The church’s unofficial motto, “Take it easy,” encapsulates its core
philosophy, encouraging followers to approach life with calmness and acceptance.

A Parody or a Legitimate Faith?

One of the most fascinating aspects of the Church of the Latter Day Dude is its ambiguous status
between parody and genuine spiritual movement. While its humorous origins and tongue-in-cheek
rituals might lead some to dismiss it as a novelty or satire, many adherents report finding real solace
and community through its teachings.

The church’s structure mimics conventional religious frameworks in a loose, informal manner. It
includes mock scriptures, such as "The Book of the Dude," and holds gatherings or “conclaves”
where members discuss themes related to peace, kindness, and relaxation. The blending of humor
with sincere values has made it a compelling study in how modern spirituality can evolve.



Core Beliefs and Philosophical Tenets

At the heart of the Church of the Latter Day Dude lies a philosophy that champions simplicity, non-
conformity, and mindfulness. Unlike dogmatic religions, it avoids rigid doctrines or hierarchical
authority. Instead, it promotes a set of guiding principles that resonate with those disenchanted by
traditional religious or societal expectations.

Key Principles of the Church of the Latter Day Dude

e Take It Easy: The central tenet invites followers to adopt a relaxed, stress-free attitude
toward life's challenges.

e Tolerance and Acceptance: Emphasizing inclusivity, the church embraces diversity without
judgment.

e Anti-Materialism: Followers are encouraged to value experiences and relationships over
possessions.

e Humor as a Spiritual Tool: The church uses wit and satire to engage members and critique
societal norms.

¢ Community and Fellowship: Building connections based on shared values rather than strict
dogma is key.

This set of beliefs aligns the church closely with modern spiritual movements that prioritize personal
well-being and social harmony over ritualistic observance.

Rituals and Practices

Although largely informal, the Church of the Latter Day Dude incorporates several rituals that blend
humor with symbolic meaning:

- *Dudeism Ordinations:** The church offers online ordinations, allowing individuals to become
"Dudeist priests," who can conduct ceremonies like weddings or funerals, often infused with the laid-
back spirit of the Dude.

- *Gatherings and Dudeism Day:** Annual events and casual meetups focus on meditation,
discussion, and community bonding.

- **Use of Iconography:** Symbols such as the bowling ball and the White Russian cocktail are
commonly referenced, nodding to the film’s iconic imagery.

These practices underscore the church’s aim to foster a relaxed but meaningful community
experience.



Comparative Analysis: Church of the Latter Day Dude
and Other New Religious Movements

The Church of the Latter Day Dude shares certain traits with other contemporary spiritual groups,
particularly those categorized under the umbrella of “new religious movements” (NRMs). Like many
NRMs, it arose in a postmodern cultural context characterized by skepticism toward institutional
religion and a search for individualized spirituality.

Similarities with Other Movements

- **Personalized Belief Systems:** Much like Unitarian Universalism or Neo-Pagan paths, Dudeism
encourages followers to interpret teachings flexibly.

- *Community Orientation:** Despite its irreverent tone, it provides a social network for those who
might feel alienated by mainstream religion.

- **Rejection of Dogma:** The church’s resistance to strict rules parallels many NRMs that
emphasize freedom of thought.

Distinctive Features

- *Pop Culture Foundation:** Few spiritual movements base their identity on a fictional character
from a cult movie, making the Church of the Latter Day Dude uniquely intertwined with popular
media.

- **Humor and Satire:** While many NRMs can take themselves seriously, Dudeism embraces humor
as a core component.

- ¥*Accessibility:** The ability to become ordained online at minimal cost democratizes religious
participation in an unprecedented way.

Community Impact and Cultural Significance

Though small in size, the Church of the Latter Day Dude has had a noticeable cultural footprint. It
resonates particularly with younger generations and those disillusioned by traditional religious
institutions.

Social and Psychological Benefits

For many adherents, Dudeism offers stress relief and a supportive community. The emphasis on
“taking it easy” aligns with contemporary wellness trends focusing on mindfulness and mental
health.



Criticism and Controversy

Critics argue that the church’s parody roots undermine its legitimacy as a spiritual path. Some
religious scholars question whether Dudeism can provide the depth and guidance found in more
established faiths. However, proponents counter that the movement’s flexibility and humor are
precisely what make it relevant in today’s pluralistic society.

SEO Considerations and Digital Presence

The Church of the Latter Day Dude maintains a strong online presence through official websites,
social media, and forums. This digital footprint is crucial for reaching a dispersed and global
audience. Keywords such as “Dudeism,” “The Big Lebowski religion,” “online ordination,” and
“modern spiritual movements” frequently appear in discussions about the church, enhancing its
visibility.

Moreover, search trends indicate growing interest in alternative religions and spirituality,
positioning the Church of the Latter Day Dude well within niche markets. Its humorous yet
meaningful content lends itself to viral sharing, further boosting organic search traffic.

Pros and Cons of the Church’s Online Strategy

e Pros: Broad accessibility, engagement with younger demographics, and cost-effective
outreach.

¢ Cons: Potential for misunderstanding or trivialization, and limited reach beyond internet-savvy
audiences.

In an era where digital presence can define a movement’s growth, the church’s embrace of
technology serves as a case study in modern religious innovation.

The Church of the Latter Day Dude exemplifies how spirituality continues to evolve by blending
cultural elements, humor, and community. Its distinctive approach challenges traditional notions of
religion while offering a comforting, inclusive space for those seeking an alternative path. Whether
viewed as a parody or a legitimate faith, it undeniably contributes to the rich tapestry of
contemporary spiritual life.
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church of the latter day dude: The Abide Guide Oliver Benjamin, Dwayne Eutsey, 2022-11-15
A Simon & Schuster eBook. Simon & Schuster has a great book for every reader.


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-154/church-of-the-latter-day-dude.pdf

church of the latter day dude: The Tao of the Dude Oliver Benjamin, 2016-04-15

church of the latter day dude: I'm a Lebowski, You're a Lebowski Ben Peskoe, Bill Green,
Will Russell, Scott Shuffitt, 2018-02-06 On the twentieth anniversary of the Coen brothers' cult
classic film, the ultimate fan's guide to The Big Lebowski, with a foreword by the Dude himself, Jeff
Bridges, and a new afterword by writer and film critic Daphne Merkin. When it was first released in
1998, The Big Lebowski flopped at the box office. Twenty years later, the movie has developed a
massive, passionate, and cross-generational cult following of Lebowski fans (a.k.a. Achievers), who
yearly coalesce around Lebowski Fest, the film-screening/party where bowling pins tumble,
costumes abound, and White Russians are the official drink of choice--kind of a 'Star Trek'
convention, but without all the geeks(Associated Press). Written by the Founding Dudes of Lebowski
Fest--and with a foreword by El Duderino himself, Jeff Bridges--this new edition of I'm a Lebowski,
You're a Lebowski also features contemporary reflections on the movie by acclaimed writer and
former New Yorker film critic Daphne Merkin. This is the fan book to tie every Achiever's room
together, a treasure trove of trivia and commentary, illustrations, photos, interviews with every
major cast member (plus the real-life inspirations for the Coen-created characters), highlights from
the Fest, a handy Achiever translation guide, and tips on how to Dude-ify your life. I'm a Lebowski,
You're a Lebowski is a raucous and hilarious celebration of the greatest film ever made
(condolences, Citizen Kane) and of the glorious revelry that continues in its two-decade wake.

church of the latter day dude: The Dude Abides Cathleen Falsani, 2009-09-22 Fans of the
eccentric and edgy films of the Coen brothers know there's more going on in their films than meets
the eye. Award-winning author and columnist Cathleen Falsani is the perfect guide for Coen fans,
inviting them to take a deeper look at the popular films, from their debut Blood Simple to the recent
Burn After Reading and all the strange and wonderful films in between. Falsani looks at the deeper
meanings that can be mined from each quirky and enduring Coen film, including such cult favorites
as Fargo, O Brother, Where Art Thou?, and No Country for Old Men. With a journalist's keen
analysis, she unpacks the theological, mythological, ethical, and philosophical content. Readers will
discover that the critically acclaimed Coen brothers speak to eternal questions with darkly
intelligent humor. Coen fans, churched and unchurched of all faiths or none, will find in this book a
spirited, thoughtful conversation with a good friend (who happens to be a film buff). Readers will
appreciate this examination of the intersection of popular culture and spirituality.

church of the latter day dude: The Coen Brothers Ian Nathan, 2017-11-02 Through in-depth
and informative text written by film journalist lan Nathan, The Coen Brothers Archive re-examines
the brothers' most famous work. Featured are looks into Raising Arizona, Fargo, The Big Lebowski,
O Brother, Where Art Thou?, No Country for Old Men and True Grit. Plus, some of their cult films,
like The Evil Dead, Paris je t'aime, and A Serious Man. Packed with stunning images from the Kobal
archives, this book will also highlight their surprising involvement in recent films like Bridge of
Spies and Unbroken, as well as looking at those who they frequently collaborate with.

church of the latter day dude: Priceless Weddings for Under $5,000 (Revised Edition)
Kathleen Kennedy, 2015-12-15 Become your own budget wedding planner with this classic
book—fully revised and expanded to include advice on personalizing your event and using online
planning tools Designing a wedding that is priceless and perfect for you has never been easier. No
matter how many guests you hope to invite or what kind of setting you choose, you don’t have to
take on big debts to achieve your big day. For more than a decade, Priceless Weddings for Under
$5,000 has helped couples craft unique and meaningful celebrations while saving money on every
aspect—even the high-ticket items. Completely revised, updated, and expanded with more than 25%
new material, this edition reveals the secrets and resources for planning a wedding like a pro. You’ll
learn how to make every detail and every dollar count with: - All-new chapters on envisioning your
ideal event as well as using online resources and apps to find the most creative options and the best
deals - A questionnaire to help you decide—as a couple—on your top priorities for the day -
Strategies for making—and keeping to—a budget - Dozens of unexpected ideas for booking a
low-cost venue - Tactics for negotiating with caterers, florists, musicians, and photographers -



Advice on which elements you can DIY to save thousands (without risking your sanity) - Menu plans,
recipes, and many other low-cost alternatives for the food and drinks - Tips for finding stylish attire
at a fraction of the cost - Real-life couples’ wedding stories, including complete budget breakdowns
Priceless Weddings for Under $5,000 proves you can create a celebration that everyone remembers
forever, and still end up with plenty of money for the happy future.

church of the latter day dude: The Big Lebowski ].M. Tyree, Ben Walters, 2020-05-14 Ethan
and Joel Coen's The Big Lebowski was released in 1998 to general bafflement. A decade on, it had
become a cult classic and remains so over 20 years later, inspiring a thriving circuit of 'Lebowski
Fests' during which costumed devotees gather at bowling alleys and guzzle White Russians. Beyond
its superabundance of deliciously quotable lines, how has the movie inspired such remarkable
affection? And why does its critical stock continue to rise? The film's unlikely anchor is Jeff Bridges'
career-best performance as Jeffrey Lebowski, a fully-baked 1960s radical turned Venice Beach
drop-out known to his friends as 'the Dude'. Mistaken for an identically-named grandee whose young
trophy wife is in trouble, the Dude finds himself embroiled in an impossibly convoluted kidnap plot
involving pornographers, nihilists and threats to his 'johnson'. Worst of all, it conflicts with his
bowling commitments. In part an irreverent pastiche of Raymond Chandler's The Big Sleep (as
filmed by Howard Hawks), The Big Lebowski is also a jukebox of film history, littered with playful
references to everything from Hitchcock and Altman to Busby Berkeley. This riot of addled
quotations reflects the film's Los Angeles setting, a discombobulated world inhabited by flakes,
phonies and poseurs with put-on identities. Like many Coen films, the movie plays havoc with the
conventions of the crime genre and the absurdities of classical American 'heroism'. But it's also that
rare thing: a comedy that gets richer, funnier and more affecting with each viewing. Beneath its
breakneck pacing and foul-mouthed ribaldry, the Dude's story offers disarmingly humane lessons in
the value of simple things: friendship, laughter and bowling. In their foreword to this new edition,
the authors reflect on Lebowski's cult status and its contemporary resonances as a film about gentle
non-conformity and friendship in an increasingly polarized world. The new edition also includes an
interview with the Coens, revealing the origins of the name 'Jeffrey Lebowski'.

church of the latter day dude: The Dao of Translation Douglas Robinson, 2015-06-12 The Dao
of Translation sets up an East-West dialogue on the nature of language and translation, and
specifically on the unknown forces that shape the act of translation. To that end it mobilizes two
radically different readings of the Daodejing (formerly romanized as the Tao Te Ching): the
traditional mystical reading according to which the Dao is a mysterious force that cannot be known,
and a more recent reading put forward by Sinologists Roger T. Ames and David L. Hall, to the effect
that the Dao is simply the way things happen. Key to Ames and Hall’s reading is that what makes the
Dao seem both powerful and mysterious is that it channels habit into action—or what the author
calls social ecologies, or icoses. The author puts Daoism (and ancient Confucianism) into dialogue
with nineteenth-century Western theorists of the sign, Charles Sanders Peirce and Ferdinand de
Saussure (and their followers), in order to develop an icotic understanding of the tensions between
habit and surprise in the activity of translating. The Dao of Translation will interest linguists and
translation scholars. This book will also engage researchers of ancient Chinese philosophy and
provide Western scholars with a thought-provoking cross-examination of Eastern and Western
perspectives.

church of the latter day dude: Organized Secularism in the United States Ryan T.
Cragun, Christel Manning, Lori L. Fazzino, 2017-11-07 There has been a dramatic increase in the
percentage of the US population that is not religious. However, there is, to date, very little research
on the social movement that is organizing to serve the needs of and advocate for the nonreligious in
the US. This is a book about the rise and structure of organized secularism in the United States. By
organized secularism we mean the efforts of nonreligious individuals to build institutions, networks,
and ultimately a movement that serves their interests in a predominantly religious society.
Researchers from various fields address questions such as: What secularist organizations exist? Who
are the members of these organizations? What kinds of organizations do they create? What functions



do these organizations provide for their members? How do the secularist organizations of today
compare to those of the past? And what is their likely impact on the future of secularism? For
anyone trying to understand the rise of the nonreligious in the US, this book will provide valuable
insights into organized efforts to normalize their worldview and advocate for their equal treatment
in society.

church of the latter day dude: 129 Xe Relaxation and Rabi Oscillations Mark E. Limes,
2015-03-13 This thesis describes longitudinal nuclear relaxation measurements of solid 129Xe near
77 K with previously unattainable reproducibility, and demonstrates differences in relaxation,
dependent upon the way in which the solid is condensed. These results are directly applicable to the
generation and storage of large quantities of hyperpolarized 129Xe for various applications, such as
lung magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). The thesis features a sophisticated theoretical approach to
these data sets, including modifications to a well-established Raman-phonon scattering theory that
may explain the larger scatter in and discrepancies with previous work.

church of the latter day dude: Emotions, Everyday Life and Sociology Michael Hviid
Jacobsen, 2018-07-11 This volume explores the emotions that are intricately woven into the texture
of everyday life and experience. A contribution to the literature on the sociology of emotions, it
focuses on the role of emotions as being integral to daily life, broadening our understanding by
examining both ‘core’ emotions and those that are often overlooked or omitted from more
conventional studies. Bringing together theoretical and empirical studies from scholars across a
range of subjects, including sociology, psychology, cultural studies, history, politics and cognitive
science, this international collection centres on the ‘everyday-ness’ of emotional experience.

church of the latter day dude: Visioning New and Minority Religions Eugene Gallagher,
2016-11-25 Rather than being ephemeral fads, new religious movements (NRMs) have always been
and will always be with us. So will their study. Offering an assessment of the state-of-the-field of the
study of NRMs, Visioning New and Minority Religions begins by considering the analytical tools for
the study of new or minority religions, drawing on the perspectives of diverse academic disciplines.
The second part focuses on individual groups in a variety of geographical settings. Chapters in this
section review the histories of particular groups in order to extrapolate future developments. They
cover new religions that have persisted well past the first generation, such as the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Christian Scientists, and groups with comparatively shorter
histories, such as various forms of contemporary Paganism, Soka Gakkai, and the Diamond Way
Buddhist group. This volume will be of interest to scholars from across religious studies and
sociology, as well as members of new and minority religious groups and those in cult watching
groups.

church of the latter day dude: Politics, Taxes, and the Pulpit Nina J. Crimm, Laurence H.
Winer, 2011 In Politics, Taxes, and the Pulpit, Nina J. Crimm and Laurence H. Winer examine the
provocative mix of religion, politics, and taxes involved in the controversy over houses of worship
engaging in electoral political speech. The authors analyze the dilemmas associated with federal tax
subsidies benefiting nonprofit houses of worship conditioned on their refraining from political
campaign speech. The Supreme Court's recent Citizens United decision invalidating federal
campaign finance restrictions on corporations' political campaign speech makes the remaining,
analogous restrictive tax laws constraining many nonprofit entities all the more singular and
problematic, particularly for houses of worship. Crimm and Winer explore the multifaceted
constitutional tensions arising from this legal structure and implicating all fundamental values
embodied in the First Amendment: free speech and free press, the free exercise of religion, and the
avoidance of government establishment of religion. They also examine the history and economics of
taxation of houses of worship. The authors conclude that there exists no means of fully resolving the
irreconcilable clashes in a constitutionally permissible and politically and socially palatable manner.
Nonetheless, Crimm and Winer offer several feasible legislative proposals for reforming tax
provisions that likely will generate considerable debate. If Congress adopts the proposed reforms,
however, the revised system should substantially ameliorate the disquieting constitutional tensions



induced by the current tax laws and curb the growing emotionally charged atmosphere about the
role of religion in the public sphere.

church of the latter day dude: Divided We Fall MarieAlena Castle, 2018-04-17 A lifelong
political activist gives an insiders view of how the political system works so opponents of President
Donald Trump can use their knowledge to end the culture war and set a progressive agenda in
Divided We Fall. In the book an updated edition of Culture Wars: The Threat to Your Family and
Your Freedom Marie Alena Castle openly challenges the harm done in the name of religion, which
she says is at the heart of our culture war. The book examines how religious extremists elected
Trump and takes them to task for not caring who gets hurt as long as their religious ideology or
social fantasy that pushes some primal button in their psyche is validated. Unlike other books critical
of the role religion plays in politics, this one reveals how to counter the danger based on the authors
long history of political activism. She has a been-there, done-that perspective and knows what works
and what doesnt. Whether youre a believer, atheist, or fall somewhere else on the spiritual
spectrum, youll want to learn how religion is changing the political landscape. This is an engaging,
compelling and important book. The public is so unaware how fragile our constitutional rights are.
The book reminds me of our military men and women who return to the states as amputees and then
speak strongly against intolerance because they understand thats what the fight was all about.
Andrew Dawkins, Minneapolis MN. Attorney, former Minnesota state legislator. The authors grasp
of theology and understanding of its irrelevance to how we live are impressive. This is rare in books
about religion, making this a valuable contribution to discussions of the role of religion in public life.
Kirk Buchanan, Yucca Valley CA. Former Roman Catholic priest. We have to stop Marie from
writing!! Panic attack by Roll over and play dead advocate, reacting to authors fearless opposition to
religious-right assaults on our liberties.

church of the latter day dude: Drawing on Tradition Jolyon Baraka Thomas, 2012-10-31
Manga and anime (illustrated serial novels and animated films) are highly influential Japanese
entertainment media that boast tremendous domestic consumption as well as worldwide distribution
and an international audience. Drawing on Tradition examines religious aspects of the culture of
manga and anime production and consumption through a methodological synthesis of narrative and
visual analysis, history, and ethnography. Rather than merely describing the incidence of religions
such as Buddhism or Shinto in these media, Jolyon Baraka Thomas shows that authors and
audiences create and re-create “religious frames of mind” through their imaginative and ritualized
interactions with illustrated worlds. Manga and anime therefore not only contribute to familiarity
with traditional religious doctrines and imagery, but also allow authors, directors, and audiences to
modify and elaborate upon such traditional tropes, sometimes creating hitherto unforeseen religious
ideas and practices. The book takes play seriously by highlighting these recursive relationships
between recreation and religion, emphasizing throughout the double sense of play as entertainment
and play as adulteration (i.e., the whimsical or parodic representation of religious figures, doctrines,
and imagery). Building on recent developments in academic studies of manga and anime—as well as
on recent advances in the study of religion as related to art and film—Thomas demonstrates that the
specific aesthetic qualities and industrial dispositions of manga and anime invite practices of
rendition and reception that can and do influence the ways that religious institutions and lay authors
have attempted to captivate new audiences. Drawing on Tradition will appeal to both the dilettante
and the specialist: Fans and self-professed otaku will find an engaging academic perspective on
often overlooked facets of the media and culture of manga and anime, while scholars and students of
religion will discover a fresh approach to the complicated relationships between religion and visual
media, religion and quotidian practice, and the putative differences between “traditional” and “new”
religions.

church of the latter day dude: Radiant Black #12 Kyle Higgins, Meghan Camarena,
2022-02-09 Camera on. Mic check. Put the stream live. Hide the alien artifact that gives you
superpowers. Wipe away the tears. And three, two, one... Series writer KYLE HIGGINS is joined by
Twitch superstar MEGHAN “STRAWBURRY17” CAMARENA and iconic artist GONI MONTES for a




standalone story that reveals the secret origins of Radiant Pink!

church of the latter day dude: The Dude De Ching Oliver Benjamin, 2016-10-26 NOTE: This
is a new annotated version of the Dudeist classic, containing 81 essays explaining each verse. The
Dude De Ching is an interpretation of the Tao Te Ching for followers of Dudeism. This is a brand
new version, completely re-written, with a new translation of the Tao Te Ching, and new
illustrations. This funny and inspiring book of spiritual lessons will help you take it easy and abide in
the face of any gutterballs that are thrown your way. Each verse is followed by the original verse
from the Tao Te Ching to help show the similarity between Dudeism and Taoism. Dudeism is an
authentic religion with nearly 400,000 ordained Dudeist Priests. It is inspired mainly by Taoism and
the Coen Brothers' 1998 film The Big Lebowski. Please visit Dudeism at dudeism.com to find out
more.

church of the latter day dude: The Coen Brothers Dan Jolin, 2024-10-10 Gangster movie,
Western, film noir, rom com, screwball, musical, even the Biblical epic... There are few genres left
untouched and untwisted by sibling visionaries Joel and Ethan Coen. Since 1984's Blood Simple, the
inscrutable brothers have effortlessly forged their own cinematic path, avoiding prevailing trends
while crafting bold, stylish and witty movies that feel fresh and distinctive despite being deeply
rooted in their creators' filmic passion and knowledge. This is a definitive guide to that path,
bringing the reader through Joel and Ethan's 20 features (not counting the mezzanine) and exploring
the themes, the tropes, the gags, the familiar faces - while also taking in all the Coen curios that
litter this quirkily winding byway. From Texas to Minnesota, from Homer to Shakespeare, from
Bluegrass to Busby Berkeley, from wrestling to bowling, from lost hats to severed toes, this book
covers everything that one might reasonably consider (to use a word that would likely make Joel and
Ethan wince) 'Coenesque'... And then some.

church of the latter day dude: Trauma and the 12 Steps, Revised and Expanded Jamie
Marich, 2020-07-07 An inclusive, research-based guide to working the 12 steps: a trauma-informed
approach for clinicians, sponsors, and those in recovery. Step 1: You admit that you're powerless
over your addiction. Now what? 12-step programs like Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) and Narcotics
Anonymous (NA) have helped countless people on the path to recovery. But many still feel that
12-step programs aren't for them: that the spiritual emphasis is too narrow, the modality too
old-school, the setting too triggering, or the space too exclusive. Some struggle with an addict label
that can eclipse the histories, traumas, and experiences that feed into addiction, or dismisses the
effects of adverse experiences like trauma in the first place. Advances in addiction medicine, trauma,
neuropsychiatry, social theory, and overall strides in inclusivity need to be integrated into
modern-day 12-step programs to reflect the latest research and what it means to live with an
addiction today. Dr. Jamie Marich, an addiction and trauma clinician in recovery herself, builds
necessary bridges between the 12-step's core foundations and up-to-date developments in
trauma-informed care. Foregrounding the intersections of addiction, trauma, identity, and systems
of oppression, Marich's approach treats the whole person--not just the addiction--to foster healing,
transformation, and growth. Written for clinicians, therapists, sponsors, and those in recovery,
Marich provides an extensive toolkit of trauma-informed skills that: Explains how trauma impacts
addiction, recovery, and relapse Celebrates communities who may feel excluded from the program,
like atheists, agnostics, and LGBTQ+ folks Welcomes outside help from the fields of trauma,
dissociation, mindfulness, and addiction research Explains the differences between being
trauma-informed and trauma-sensitive; and Discusses spiritual abuse as a legitimate form of trauma
that can profoundly impede spirituality-based approaches to healing.

church of the latter day dude: The Divine Daughter Andrew Gilchrist, 2019-03-27 Ever feel
swept up in a sea of novelty? When did the new become more important than the true? Andrew
Gilchrist found a remedy to today's nausea of novelty in the most familiar elements of narrative and
music. He has composed a new arrangement from the ideas of Marshall McLuhan, Northrop Frye,
Bernard Lonergan, and Jordan Peterson, weaving together a promising relationship between what
we believe and how we live. This book starts a conversation at the crossroads of art, literature,




religion, and psychology. And it begins with the oldest of stories. A boy fell in love with a girl and
sung her a song. Each chapter in this book charts a series of helpful symbols and sounds, drawing
attention to the melodies, rhythms and tempos that make up our most common experiences. The
scientific revolution gave birth to a new understanding of the relationship between observer and
observed, lover and beloved. That birth has changed the song. However, we have not welcomed this
new daughter into the family with a proper name or fully recognized her part in our spiritual
development. With her wisdom, we too might find hope and delight in the back and forth journey
between tradition and innovation. Could her compelling voice and playful character help us prepare
for the greatest roles of our lives?
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