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What Is Oral Language Development? Understanding the Foundation of
Communication

what is oral language development is a fundamental question that opens the
door to understanding how humans acquire the ability to communicate
effectively through spoken words. It's the process by which individuals,
especially children, learn to use sounds, words, phrases, and sentences to
express their thoughts, needs, and emotions. Oral language development is not
just about speaking; it encompasses listening, understanding, and eventually
engaging in meaningful conversations. This intricate journey shapes how we
interact with the world and is crucial for success in both academic and
social settings.

The Importance of Oral Language Development

Oral language is the cornerstone of communication. Without it, connecting
with others, sharing ideas, and learning become incredibly challenging. It
serves as the foundation upon which reading and writing skills are built. For
children, developing oral language skills early on paves the way for literacy
and cognitive growth.

Beyond academics, oral language development influences social interaction.
Children who can articulate their feelings and understand others are better
equipped to form friendships, resolve conflicts, and navigate complex social
situations. This skill is critical throughout life, influencing career
success, relationships, and personal confidence.

How Oral Language Development Impacts Learning

Language is a tool for thinking. When children develop strong oral language
skills, they enhance their ability to process information, ask questions, and
solve problems. These abilities directly impact their academic performance
across subjects such as math, science, and literature.

Moreover, educators rely on oral language as a means to assess comprehension
and critical thinking. Students who can express their understanding verbally
often find it easier to grasp new concepts and engage actively in classroom
discussions.

Stages of Oral Language Development



Understanding what is oral language development also means recognizing how it
unfolds over time. Typically, this development occurs in stages that reflect
a child’s growing mastery of communication.

Pre-linguistic Stage (Birth to 12 Months)

Even before babies say their first words, they are actively developing oral
language skills. During this stage, infants experiment with sounds through
cooing, babbling, and crying. These vocalizations are their initial attempts
at communication and lay the groundwork for later speech.

Babies also begin to develop listening skills, learning to recognize their
caregivers’ voices and the rhythm of language. Responsive interactions, like
talking back to a baby or imitating their sounds, encourage further
development.

Single Words and Early Vocabulary (12 to 18 Months)

Around their first birthday, children typically start to say simple words
such as “mama” or “ball.” This stage marks the beginning of vocabulary
growth. Children learn that words represent objects, people, and actions.

Parents and caregivers play a key role here by naming everyday items and
encouraging children to repeat words. Reading aloud and engaging in
conversation, even with toddlers, significantly boosts vocabulary
acquisition.

Two-Word Combinations and Simple Sentences (18 to 24
Months)

As toddlers approach two years old, they begin combining words into short
phrases like “want juice” or “go park.” This reflects their growing
understanding of how words can be linked to convey meaning.

During this phase, children also start grasping basic grammar and sentence
structure, although their speech may still be simplified. Encouraging them to
express themselves and patiently listening reinforces their efforts.

Complex Sentences and Storytelling (2 to 5 Years)

Preschool years are a period of rapid oral language development. Children
begin to form complete sentences, ask questions, and tell simple stories.
Their vocabulary expands dramatically, and they start to understand more



abstract concepts.

At this stage, children also develop pragmatic language skills — the social
rules of communication, such as taking turns speaking and recognizing the
listener’s perspective. These skills are essential for effective conversation
and social interaction.

Factors Influencing Oral Language Development

Several variables can affect how oral language skills develop in individuals.
Recognizing these factors helps parents, educators, and speech therapists
support children effectively.

Environment and Exposure

A rich language environment filled with conversation, storytelling, and
reading provides children with ample opportunities to hear and practice
language. Children exposed to multiple languages may take longer to show
fluency in each, but they often develop impressive bilingual or multilingual
skills over time.

Parental and Caregiver Interaction

The quality and quantity of interactions with parents or caregivers
profoundly impact language development. Responsive communication, where
adults listen and respond to a child’s attempts to speak, encourages
progress.

Biological and Cognitive Factors

Every child’s brain develops uniquely, influencing how quickly or easily they
acquire language. Hearing impairments, speech disorders, or developmental
delays can affect oral language growth, necessitating professional evaluation
and intervention.

Socioeconomic Influences

Research shows that children from lower socioeconomic backgrounds may have
less access to language-rich environments, which can influence vocabulary
size and language complexity. Programs that promote early literacy and
parental involvement can help bridge this gap.



Supporting Oral Language Development at Home
and School

Whether you are a parent, teacher, or caregiver, fostering oral language
skills is a rewarding endeavor. Here are some practical strategies that can
encourage development naturally and effectively.

Engage in Frequent Conversations

Talking with children throughout the day about what they see, feel, and think
helps build vocabulary and comprehension. Ask open-ended questions to
stimulate thinking and expression.

Read Aloud Regularly

Books introduce new words and ideas and expose children to different sentence
structures. Discuss the stories and pictures to deepen understanding and
encourage verbal responses.

Play Interactive Games

Games like “I Spy,” storytelling, or role-playing promote language use in fun
and meaningful contexts. These activities also improve listening and turn-
taking skills.

Model Correct Language Use

Children learn a great deal by imitating adults. Use clear, grammatically
correct sentences during interactions, but avoid overwhelming them with
overly complex language.

Provide Positive Feedback

Celebrate efforts to communicate, even if pronunciation or grammar isn’t
perfect. Encouragement motivates children to keep practicing and
experimenting with language.



Oral Language Development Beyond Childhood

While most research focuses on early childhood, oral language skills continue
to evolve throughout life. Adolescents refine their vocabulary and
conversational skills, adapting to more sophisticated social and academic
demands.

Even adults benefit from consciously developing oral language, especially in
professional settings. Public speaking, negotiation, and interpersonal
communication all rely on strong oral language capabilities.

Understanding what is oral language development highlights its lifelong
significance. It shapes how we connect with others, express ourselves, and
navigate the world around us.

By appreciating the stages, influences, and strategies that impact oral
language growth, we can better support learners of all ages in becoming
confident and effective communicators.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is oral language development?

Oral language development refers to the process by which children learn to
understand and use spoken language, including vocabulary, grammar, and
communication skills.

Why is oral language development important for
children?

Oral language development is crucial because it forms the foundation for
reading, writing, and effective communication, influencing academic success
and social interactions.

At what age does oral language development typically
begin?

Oral language development begins in infancy, as babies start to babble and
recognize sounds, and it continues rapidly through early childhood.

How can parents support oral language development at
home?

Parents can support oral language development by talking regularly with their
children, reading aloud, asking open-ended questions, and encouraging
storytelling and conversation.



What are common milestones in oral language
development?

Common milestones include babbling by 4-6 months, saying first words around
12 months, combining words into simple sentences by 18-24 months, and
expanding vocabulary and grammar throughout early childhood.

How does oral language development impact literacy
skills?

Strong oral language skills help children understand phonics, vocabulary, and
sentence structure, which are essential for learning to read and write
effectively.

Additional Resources

Oral Language Development: Understanding Its Role and Impact

what is oral language development is a fundamental question in the fields of
linguistics, education, and child psychology. At its core, oral language
development refers to the process by which individuals acquire the ability to
understand, produce, and use spoken language effectively. This developmental
journey begins in infancy and continues through early childhood, laying the
groundwork for communication skills essential to social interaction,
cognitive growth, and academic success.

Exploring oral language development requires a multifaceted perspective,
encompassing the neurological, environmental, and social factors that
influence how language skills emerge and evolve. In recent years, the
significance of oral language in shaping literacy, cognitive abilities, and
even emotional intelligence has gained increasing attention among researchers
and educators alike.

Understanding the Components of Oral Language
Development

Oral language development is not a singular skill but rather a complex
interplay of multiple language components. These include phonology (the sound
system), vocabulary acquisition, syntax (sentence structure), semantics
(meaning), and pragmatics (language use in social contexts). Each of these
aspects matures at different rates and is influenced by diverse stimuli.

Children typically begin by recognizing and producing sounds (phonemes),
progressing to form words and sentences. Vocabulary expands rapidly during
the toddler years, often referred to as the "vocabulary explosion," where
children may learn dozens of new words weekly. Syntax and grammar become more



sophisticated as children begin to construct complex sentences, while
pragmatics guide them in understanding how language varies according to
context, audience, and purpose.

The Stages of Oral Language Development

Oral language development follows a series of recognizable stages:

1. Pre-linguistic Stage: From birth to about 12 months, infants engage in
cooing, babbling, and gesturing, which are precursors to actual speech.

2. First Words: Around 12 months, children typically utter their first
meaningful words that correspond to objects, people, or actions.

3. Two-Word Stage: At approximately 18-24 months, toddlers begin combining
two words, indicating the onset of syntax.

4. Telegraphic Speech: Between ages 2 and 3, children produce short, simple
sentences that often omit non-essential words.

5. Later Multiword Stage: From age 3 onward, sentences become more complex,
incorporating various grammatical rules and vocabulary.

Each stage represents critical milestones that reflect growing cognitive and
communicative abilities.

Factors Influencing Oral Language Development

Oral language development is shaped by a constellation of factors, including
biological, environmental, and social influences. Understanding these
variables is essential for both researchers and practitioners aiming to
support language acquisition effectively.

Biological and Cognitive Foundations

Neurological maturation plays a pivotal role, with brain regions such as
Broca’s and Wernicke'’s areas facilitating speech production and
comprehension. Genetic predispositions may influence the ease or difficulty
with which a child acquires language, although no single “language gene” has
been identified. Additionally, cognitive abilities like memory, attention,
and processing speed underpin language learning.



Environmental Impact and Exposure

The quantity and quality of language exposure significantly affect oral
language development. Children immersed in rich linguistic
environments—characterized by frequent, varied, and meaningful
conversations—typically develop stronger language skills. Research highlights
the “30 million word gap,” a disparity in the number of words heard by
children from different socioeconomic backgrounds by age three, which
correlates with subsequent academic outcomes.

Social Interaction and Communication

Social engagement is indispensable. Language learning is inherently
interactive; children acquire language through responsive exchanges with
caregivers, peers, and educators. This dialogic process fosters not only
vocabulary and grammar but also pragmatic skills such as turn-taking, topic
maintenance, and understanding nonverbal cues.

Oral Language Development and Literacy
Connection

Oral language competence is widely recognized as a cornerstone of literacy
development. Proficient oral skills facilitate reading comprehension,
writing, and critical thinking. Children who struggle with oral language are
at increased risk for reading difficulties and academic delays.

For instance, phonological awareness—the ability to recognize and manipulate
sounds in spoken words—is a critical oral language skill linked to successful
decoding during reading acquisition. Similarly, vocabulary breadth and
syntactic understanding contribute to reading fluency and comprehension.

Educational interventions often emphasize oral language enrichment to bridge
gaps before formal literacy instruction begins. Early childhood programs
focusing on dialogic reading, narrative skills, and vocabulary extension have
demonstrated positive effects on later academic achievement.

Implications for Educators and Parents

Understanding what oral language development entails equips educators and
parents with strategies to support children’s communicative growth. Some
effective approaches include:

e Engaging in Frequent Conversations: Encouraging back-and-forth dialogue



even with infants promotes early language awareness.

e Reading Aloud: Shared book reading introduces new vocabulary and complex
sentence structures.

* Modeling Correct Language Use: Adults serve as linguistic role models by
using clear and grammatically correct speech.

e Providing Rich Language Environments: Exposure to diverse linguistic
contexts, such as storytelling and play, enhances expressive and
receptive skills.

Moreover, identifying delays or disorders in oral language development early
allows for timely intervention, which can mitigate negative impacts on
academic and social outcomes.

Challenges and Considerations in Oral Language
Development

Despite its importance, oral language development can be hindered by various
challenges. Speech and language disorders, hearing impairments, or
neurodevelopmental conditions such as autism spectrum disorder may disrupt
typical acquisition patterns.

In multilingual settings, the dynamics of oral language development become
more complex. Bilingual children may exhibit different developmental
trajectories, sometimes showing initial delays in each language but
ultimately achieving proficiency in both. Understanding these nuances is
critical to avoid misdiagnosis and to tailor educational support
appropriately.

Socioeconomic disparities continue to be a significant barrier. Limited
access to enriching language experiences exacerbates inequalities,
underscoring the need for policies and programs that foster language-rich
environments, especially in under-resourced communities.

Technological Influence on Oral Language Development

With the rise of digital media, the role of technology in oral language
development has become a subject of investigation. While interactive apps and
educational programs can support language learning, excessive passive screen
time is linked to reduced conversational opportunities and may negatively
affect language growth.

Balancing technology use with human interaction remains a key consideration



for parents and educators aiming to optimize oral language development
outcomes.

The exploration of what oral language development entails reveals its
intricate nature and profound implications. As research advances, deeper
insights continue to emerge on how best to nurture this essential human
capacity from infancy through early childhood and beyond.

What Is Oral Language Development

what is oral language development: Developing Vocabulary and Oral Language in Young
Children Rebecca D. Silverman, Anna M. Hartranft, 2014-11-18 This book presents the most
effective instructional strategies for promoting vocabulary growth in the early grades, when the
interdependence of word learning and oral language development is especially strong. The authors
guide teachers in choosing the best materials and in fostering home-school connections, and share
six key principles for building vocabulary. Included are guiding questions; text boxes connecting
vocabulary to the Common Core State Standards; examples from real teachers; reproducible
checklists, rubrics, and other tools; and an appendix of additional vocabulary resources. Purchasers
get access to a Web page where they can download and print the reproducible materials in a
convenient 8 1/2 x 11 size.

what is oral language development: The Study of EFL Learners’ Oral Language Development
Hanjing Yu, 2025-05-26 The book provides a systematic investigation of the dynamic trajectories in
the oral language development of English as a foreign language (EFL) learners, integrating both
inter-individual variation and intra-individual variability. It also identifies unobserved heterogeneity
in oral language production. Using longitudinal designs, comprehensive developmental data
collection, and innovative analytic techniques, the study reveals distinct developmental trajectories
in the oral language systems of EFL learners. It also examines the interactions among complexity,
accuracy, and fluency (CAF), exploring the potential of complex dynamic systems theory
(CDST)-inspired approaches to studying oral language development and their implications for
teaching oral language to Chinese learners. In addition, by employing the novel growth mixture
model (GMM) method, the study identifies salient developmental patterns of CAF within a larger
population, thereby contributing to the generalizability of findings from CDST-based language
development research. This book will be valuable to students, researchers, and educational
practitioners interested in oral language development and complex dynamic systems theory.

what is oral language development: Activities for Oral Language Development Jennifer
Overend Prior, 2005

what is oral language development: Oral Language Across the Curriculum David Corson,
1988 There is no longer any doubt about the place that oral language has in problem solving, in
developing literacy and the intellect, and in acquiring knowledge.

what is oral language development: Activities for Oral Language Development Jodene
Lynn Smith, 2005

what is oral language development: Handbook of Writing Research Charles A. MacArthur,
Steve Graham, Jill Fitzgerald, 2008-01-14 Presents a collection of essays discussing the theories and
models of writing research.

what is oral language development: Educating English Language Learners Fred Genesee,
2006-01-16 The book provides a review of scientific research on the learning outcomes of students
with limited or no proficiency in English in U.S. schools. Research on students in kindergarten to
grade 12 is reviewed. The primary chapters of the book focus on these students' acquisition of oral
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language skills in English, their development of literacy (reading & writing) skills in English,
instructional issues in teaching literacy, and achievement in academic domains (i.e., mathematics,
science, and reading). The reviews and analyses of the research are relatively technical with a focus
on research quality, design characteristics, and statistical analyses. The book provides a set of
summary tables that give details about each study, including full references, characteristics of the
students in the research, assessment tools and procedures, and results. A concluding chapter
summarizes the major issues discussed and makes recommendations about particular areas that
need further research.

what is oral language development: Writing Development in Children with Hearing Loss,
Dyslexia, or Oral Language Problems Barbara Arfe PhD, Julie Dockrell EdD, Virginia Berninger PhD,
2014-07-10 Writing is challenging for the majority of learners. For students with language problems,
difficulties with written expression are considered one of the most common learning challenges.
There is much to learn about the ways in which oral language skills impact on the acquisition of
written language in children. Writing Development in Children with Hearing Loss, Dyslexia, or Oral
Language Problems focuses on the nature of the writing problems experienced by children with oral
language problems. Three clinical groups are considered: children with hearing loss, oral language
difficulties, and dyslexia. Each contribution comes from an expert or team of experts in these three
areas and in the field of language and writing. The volume provides current understandings to help
guide and support practitioners and researchers alike. It provides timely information across
languages and countries, enhancing our understanding of the links between oral language and
written language across languages.

what is oral language development: Teaching Oral Language John Munro, 2011 Oral
language is widely recognised as an essential foundation for successful school learning. However,
until recently, the acquisition of oral language skills has been largely overshadowed by reading,
writing, spelling and numeracy, and has not been considered a key component of school curricula. In
Teaching Oral Language Dr John Munro redresses this imbalance through the delivery of his
step-by-step model, ICPALER. The Ideas-Conventions-Purposes-Ability to learn-Expression and
Reception framework describes the various aspects of oral language from a classroom perspective,
and demonstrates how teachers can best guide students to become effective communicators and
language users.

what is oral language development: Poverty Impacts on Literacy Education Tussey, Jill, Haas,
Leslie, 2021-09-24 Income disparity for students in both K-12 and higher education settings has
become increasingly apparent since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. In the wake of these
changes, impoverished students face a variety of challenges both internal and external. Educators
must deepen their awareness of the obstacles students face beyond the classroom to support
learning. Traditional literacy education must evolve to become culturally, linguistically, and socially
relevant to bridge the gap between poverty and academic literacy opportunities. Poverty Impacts on
Literacy Education develops a conceptual framework and pedagogical support for literacy education
practices related to students in poverty. The research provides protocols supporting student success
through explored connections between income disparity and literacy instruction. Covering topics
such as food insecurity, integrated instruction, and the poverty narrative, this is an essential
resource for administration in both K-12 and higher education settings, professors and teachers in
literacy, curriculum directors, researchers, instructional facilitators, pre-service teachers, school
counselors, teacher preparation programs, and students.

what is oral language development: Emergent Literacy and Language Development Paula M.
Rhyner, 2009-06-18 This concise, accessible book explores the connection between language
acquisition and emergent literacy skills, and how this sets the stage for later literacy development.
Chapters address formative early experiences such as speaking and listening, being read to, and
talking about print concepts and the alphabet. Written for early childhood professionals, reading
specialists, and speech-language pathologists, the book describes effective assessment and
instructional approaches for fostering language learning and emergent literacy in typically




developing children and those at risk for language delays. Vivid case examples illustrate specific
ways to collaborate with parents to give all children a strong foundation for school readiness and
success.

what is oral language development: Language Development and Learning to Read Diane
McGuinness, 2006-08-11 Research on reading has tried, and failed, to account for wide disparities in
reading skill even among children taught by the same method. Why do some children learn to read
easily and quickly while others, in the same classroom and taught by the same teacher, don't learn
to read at all? In Language Development and Learning to Read, Diane McGuinness examines
scientific research that might explain these disparities. She focuses on reading predictors, analyzing
the effect individual differences in specific perceptual, linguistic, and cognitive skills may have on a
child's ability to read. Because of the serious methodological problems she finds in the existing
research on reading, many of the studies McGuinness cites come from other fields—developmental
psychology, psycholinguistics, and the speech and hearing sciences—and provide a new perspective
on which language functions matter most for reading and academic success. McGuinness first
examines the phonological development theory—the theory that phonological awareness follows a
developmental path from words to syllables to phonemes—which has dominated reading research
for thirty years, and finds that research evidence from other disciplines does not support the theory.
McGuinness then looks at longitudinal studies on the development of general language function, and
finds a tantalizing connection between core language functions and reading success. Finally, she
analyzes mainstream reading research, which links reading ability to specific language skills, and
the often flawed methodology used in these studies. McGuinness's analysis shows the urgent need
for a shift in our thinking about how to achieve reading success.

what is oral language development: Language Development In Exceptional Circumstances
Dorothy Bishop, K. Mogford, 2013-04-15 Ever since attempts were made to describe and explain
normal language development, references to exceptional circumstances have been made. Variations
in the conditions under which language is acquired can be regarded as natural experiments, which
would not be feasible or ethical under normal circumstances. This can throw light on such questions
as: *What language input is necessary for the child to learn language? *What is the relationship
between cognition and language? *How independent are different components of language function?
*Are there critical periods for language development? *Can we specify necessary and sufficient
conditions for language impairment? This book covers a range of exceptional circumstances
including: extreme deprivation, twinship, visual and auditory impairments, autism and focal brain
damage? Written in a jargon-free style, and including a glossary of linguistic and medical
terminology, the book assumes little specialist knowledge. This text is suitable for both students and
practitioners in the fields of psycholinguistics, developmental and educational psychology, speech
pathology, paediatrics and special education.

what is oral language development: Teaching Beginning Readers Jerry L. Johns, Susan
Davis Lenski, Laurie Elish-Piper, 2002

what is oral language development: Teaching English Language Learners Shelley Hong
Xu, 2010-01-01 Grounded in research and practical expertise, this volume helps K?6 teachers
skillfully support all of their English language learners (ELLs)?from a single student to an entire
classroom. Ideas for teaching ELLs across different grade and proficiency levels include ways to link
instruction to students? lived experiences, use a variety of motivating print and electronic texts and
materials, engage families, and conduct effective assessments. Chapters are packed with tools and
activities for promoting ELLs? development in oral language, phonics, fluency, vocabulary,
comprehension, writing, and grammar. Handy reproducibles and ?Voice from the Classroom?
teacher vignettes enhance the utility of the book.

what is oral language development: Oral Language Development Nancee Marlene Simpson,
2006 The purpose of this study was to determine if specific oral language instruction could improve
oral language skills in students who demonstrate low oral language development, and as oral
language skills increase, woud this affect reading achievement.



what is oral language development: Integrated English Language Development: Supporting
English Learners Across the Curriculum Eugenia Mora-Flores, 2019-12-10 Innovative educators are

always looking for effective ways to meet the demands of teaching content standards while
supporting the linguistic needs of every student. This resource shows educators how to infuse
language learning into every subject area, including language arts, mathematics, science, and social
studies. This powerful resource presents research-based instructional strategies to immerse
students in content while promoting oral and written language development. Educators will be
inspired to take their teaching to higher levels by providing engaging and challenging learning
environments for English language learners.

what is oral language development: Research in Young Children's Literacy and
Language Development Olivia N. Saracho, 2019-12-13 The importance of the early years in young
children’s lives and the rigid inequality in literacy achievement are a stimulating backdrop to
current research in young children’s language and literacy development. This book reports new data
and empirical analyses that advance the theory of language and literacy, with researchers using
different methodologies in conducting their study, with both a sound empirical underpinning and a
captivating analytical rationalization of the results. The contributors to this volume used several
methodological methods (e.g. quantitative, qualitative) to describe the complete concept of the
study; the achievement of the study; and the study in an appropriate manner based on the study’s
methodology. The contributions to this volume cover a wide range of topics, including dual language
learners; Latino immigrant children; children who have hearing disabilities; parents’ and teachers’
beliefs about language development; early literacy skills of toddlers and preschool children;
interventions; multimodalities in early literacies; writing; and family literacy. The studies were
conducted in various early childhood settings such as child care, nursery school, Head Start,
kindergarten, and primary grades, and the subjects in the studies represent the pluralism of the
globe - a pluralism of language, backgrounds, ethnicity, abilities, and disabilities. This book was
originally published as a special issue of Early Child Development and Care.

what is oral language development: Oral L.anguage and Comprehension in Preschool Lesley
Mandel Morrow, Kathleen A. Roskos, Linda B. Gambrell, 2015-11-25 Before children are readers and
writers, they are speakers and listeners. This book provides creative, hands-on strategies for
developing preschoolers' speaking, listening, and oral comprehension skills, within a literacy-rich
classroom environment. Each chapter features helpful classroom vignettes; a section called
Preschool in Practice, with step-by-step lesson ideas; and Ideas for Discussion, Reflection, and
Action. The book addresses the needs of English language learners and describes ways to support
students' literacy development at home. The final chapter pulls it all together through a portrait of
an exemplary day of preschool teaching and learning. Reproducible forms and checklists can be
downloaded and printed in a convenient 8 1/2 x 11 size.

what is oral language development: Encyclopedia of Language Development Patricia J.
Brooks, Vera Kempe, 2014-03-28 The progression from newborn to sophisticated language user in
just a few short years is often described as wonderful and miraculous. What are the biological,
cognitive, and social underpinnings of this miracle? What major language development milestones
occur in infancy? What methodologies do researchers employ in studying this progression? Why do
some become adept at multiple languages while others face a lifelong struggle with just one? What
accounts for declines in language proficiency, and how might such declines be moderated? Despite
an abundance of textbooks, specialized monographs, and a couple of academic handbooks, there has
been no encyclopedic reference work in this area--until now. The Encyclopedia of Language
Development covers the breadth of theory and research on language development from birth
through adulthood, as well as their practical application. Features: This affordable A-to-Z reference
includes 200 articles that address such topic areas as theories and research tradition; biological
perspectives; cognitive perspectives; family, peer, and social influences; bilingualism; special
populations and disorders; and more. All articles (signed and authored by key figures in the field)
conclude with cross reference links and suggestions for further reading. Appendices include a



Resource Guide with annotated lists of classic books and articles, journals, associations, and web
sites; a Glossary of specialized terms; and a Chronology offering an overview and history of the field.
A thematic Reader’s Guide groups related articles by broad topic areas as one handy search feature
on the e-Reference platform, which includes a comprehensive index of search terms. Available in
both print and electronic formats, Encyclopedia of Language Development is a must-have reference
for researchers and is ideal for library reference or circulating collections.
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Resolution on oral health in 2021 and the Global

Oral health Oral health is a key indicator of overall health, well-being and quality of life. It
encompasses a range of diseases and conditions that include dental caries, Periodontal
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Bangkok Declaration - No Health Without Oral Health This Declaration advocates for
elevating oral diseases as a global public health priority. The Bangkok Declaration reiterates
Member States' commitment to the landmark 2021

Global strategy and action plan on oral health 2023-2030 This new document incorporates all
key policy documents that inform and define the renewed global oral health agenda towards 2030
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Oral health data portal This resolution on oral health requested WHO to translate the Global

Strategy on Oral Health A75/10 Add.1 into an action plan for public oral health by 2023, including a
framework for
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