the great american novel roth

The Enduring Legacy of the Great American Novel Roth

the great american novel roth is a phrase that resonates deeply within the landscape of
American literature. When one mentions Roth in this context, the mind often turns to
Philip Roth, a towering figure whose works have repeatedly been hailed as quintessential
contributions to the elusive concept of the Great American Novel. But what exactly makes
Roth’s novels stand out, and why is the idea of the “Great American Novel” so significant
in literary circles? Let’s delve into these questions and explore the rich tapestry of themes,
characters, and cultural reflections that define Roth’s enduring legacy.

Understanding the Great American Novel and Its
Significance

The phrase “Great American Novel” (GAN) is an ambitious label, often used to describe a
novel that captures the essence of American life and identity in a profound and
comprehensive way. It’s a lofty goal for any writer, as it implies a work that not only
reflects American society but also resonates across time, offering insights into the nation’s
complexities and contradictions.

Philip Roth’s name often comes up in discussions about the GAN because his novels
navigate the intricate intersections of personal identity, culture, politics, and history in
America. His storytelling is deeply rooted in the American experience, especially the
Jewish-American perspective, which adds layers of nuance to his portrayal of the broader
social landscape.

Philip Roth: A Voice Shaping American Literature

Philip Roth’s literary career spanned over five decades, during which he authored more
than 30 books. His works are known for their sharp wit, psychological depth, and
unflinching exploration of themes such as sexuality, mortality, Jewish identity, and
American society’s moral dilemmas.

Key Themes in Roth’s Novels

- **]dentity and Self-Examination**: Roth’s characters often grapple with questions of
selfhood, cultural belonging, and the tension between private desires and public
expectations.

- **The Jewish-American Experience**: Many of his novels explore the complexities of
Jewish life in America, from assimilation struggles to the preservation of cultural heritage.
- **Sexuality and Human Relationships**: Roth does not shy away from candid depictions



of sexuality, often using it as a lens to explore power dynamics, vulnerability, and
existential angst.

- **Political and Social Critique**: Roth’s narratives frequently critique American politics
and societal norms, offering a mirror to the nation’s evolving values and conflicts.

Notable Works That Embody the Great American Novel
Roth

While several of Roth’s novels could be considered contenders for the GAN, a few stand
out for their critical acclaim and cultural impact:

e American Pastoral (1997): This Pulitzer Prize-winning novel is often cited as one of
the definitive Great American Novels. It chronicles the life of Seymour “Swede”
Levov, a successful Jewish-American businessman whose idyllic life is shattered by
the political turmoil of the 1960s.

e Portnoy’s Complaint (1969): A groundbreaking work known for its candid and
humorous exploration of sexual identity and neurosis, it challenged social taboos and
brought Roth widespread attention.

e Goodbye, Columbus (1959): Roth’s debut novella and short story collection, which
introduced his sharp observations on class, assimilation, and Jewish-American
identity.

Why Philip Roth’s Work Continues to Define the
Great American Novel

Roth’s ability to fuse the intensely personal with broader societal issues is one reason his
novels are so compelling. He captures the contradictions inherent in the American Dream
and exposes the fissures beneath the surface of prosperity and freedom. His narratives are
never just about individuals; they are about a nation wrestling with its own identity.

The Role of Controversy and Provocation

Roth was no stranger to controversy. His frank treatment of sexuality and ethnicity
sparked debates and sometimes backlash, but this willingness to provoke thought and
discomfort is part of what makes his work vital. The Great American Novel Roth
represents is not sanitized or idealized; it is raw, complex, and often uncomfortable,
reflecting the true diversity of American life.



Influence on Contemporary Writers and Culture

Many contemporary American authors cite Roth as a major influence. His fearless
exploration of taboo subjects and his stylistic innovation have paved the way for new
generations of writers to tackle American identity with similar candor and depth.
Furthermore, adaptations of Roth’s novels into films and plays have helped cement his
stories in the cultural imagination, broadening their reach beyond literary circles.

Exploring the Challenges of Writing the Great
American Novel

The quest to write the Great American Novel is fraught with challenges. America is vast
and diverse, making it difficult for a single narrative to encapsulate its multifaceted
identity. Roth’s approach—focusing on specific communities while addressing universal
themes—offers valuable insights for aspiring writers.

« Embrace Specificity: Roth’s novels often zoom in on Jewish-American life, yet their
themes resonate broadly because they grapple with universal human experiences.

 Engage with Contemporary Issues: To capture the spirit of the times, Roth’s work
reflects the political and social upheavals of his era, from Vietnam War protests to
cultural shifts in sexuality.

e Balance Personal and Political: Roth masterfully intertwines the personal lives of
his characters with the larger American narrative, showing how individual stories are
shaped by historical forces.

Tips for Readers Diving into the Great American
Novel Roth

For those new to Philip Roth, his extensive bibliography can feel daunting. Here are some
tips to navigate his work and appreciate the depth of the Great American Novel Roth:

1. Start with Accessible Works: “Goodbye, Columbus” offers a shorter introduction
to Roth’s style and themes without overwhelming readers.

2. Consider Historical Context: Understanding the social and political background of
the 20th century enhances the reading experience, especially for novels like

“American Pastoral.”

3. Reflect on Recurring Motifs: Pay attention to how Roth revisits themes of identity,



alienation, and morality throughout his works.

4. Explore Critical Analyses: Reading essays and critiques can provide new
perspectives and deepen appreciation for Roth’s literary craft.

Philip Roth’s place in the pantheon of American literature is well-earned, and his novels
continue to challenge and inspire readers who seek a deeper understanding of the
American experience. The great American novel Roth crafted is not merely a story but a
mirror reflecting the nation’s complexities, contradictions, and enduring spirit. Whether
you’re a seasoned literary enthusiast or a curious newcomer, engaging with Roth’s work
offers a rich journey into the heart of American storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The Great American Novel' titled
'Roth'?

The author commonly associated with 'The Great American Novel' titled 'Roth' is Philip
Roth, a prominent American writer known for his exploration of American identity.

What is meant by 'The Great American Novel' in the
context of Roth's works?

'The Great American Novel' refers to a novel that captures the essence of American life
and culture. Philip Roth's works often grapple with themes like identity, politics, and
societal issues, positioning some of his novels as contenders for this title.

Which of Philip Roth's novels is often considered a
candidate for the Great American Novel?

Philip Roth's novel 'American Pastoral' is frequently cited as a strong candidate for the
Great American Novel due to its deep exploration of American identity and societal
tensions in the 20th century.

How did Philip Roth influence American literature with
his depiction of American life?

Philip Roth influenced American literature by candidly addressing complex themes such as
Jewish-American identity, sexuality, politics, and cultural conflicts, thereby providing
nuanced insights into American life and broadening the scope of contemporary fiction.

Are there any recent discussions or controversies about



Philip Roth's status as the author of the Great American
Novel?

While Philip Roth is widely respected, literary debates continue regarding who truly
authored the Great American Novel, with some critics arguing that multiple works and
authors contribute to this concept rather than a single definitive novel.

Additional Resources
The Great American Novel Roth: An In-Depth Exploration of Philip Roth’s Literary Legacy

the great american novel roth is a phrase that conjures intense debate among scholars,
critics, and avid readers alike. Philip Roth, one of the most influential American authors of
the 20th century, has often been associated with the quest to define or even write the
“Great American Novel.” His prolific body of work, spanning decades, reflects deep
explorations of identity, culture, and the American experience, making him a central
figure in discussions about what constitutes this elusive literary ideal.

Philip Roth and the Quest for the Great American
Novel

Philip Roth’s career is marked by a relentless probing of American life, particularly
focusing on issues of Jewish identity, masculinity, and the socio-political changes that
shaped the United States throughout the 20th century. His novels often blend
autobiographical elements with fictional narratives, creating a complex tapestry that
invites readers to confront uncomfortable truths.

The concept of the “Great American Novel” itself is notoriously difficult to pin down.
Traditionally, this term refers to a novel that captures the essence of American life,
society, and values in a manner that is both comprehensive and transformative. Roth’s
work, through its candid and often provocative style, embodies many of these qualities,
making him a frequent candidate for this literary distinction.

Key Novels That Define Roth’s Contribution

Several of Roth’s novels have been particularly influential in shaping his reputation as a
contender for the author of the great American novel. Among these, “American Pastoral”
(1997) stands out as a seminal work that won the Pulitzer Prize and received widespread
acclaim. The novel delves into the disintegration of the American Dream through the story
of Seymour “Swede” Levov, a successful Jewish-American businessman whose life
unravels due to the political turbulence of the 1960s.

Another notable work is “Portnoy’s Complaint” (1969), which broke new ground in its
candid exploration of sexuality and identity. This novel’s raw humor and introspective



narrative style challenged social taboos and expanded the boundaries of American
literature.

Thematic Depth and Cultural Resonance

What distinguishes Philip Roth’s novels in the pantheon of American literature is their
thematic complexity and cultural resonance. His works often address the tensions
between individual desires and societal expectations, particularly within the context of
Jewish-American life. This focus provides a nuanced perspective on the American
experience, highlighting the multifaceted nature of identity in a diverse society.

Roth’s exploration of masculinity is another defining feature. His characters frequently
grapple with existential anxieties, sexual frustrations, and the search for meaning in a
rapidly changing world. This preoccupation with the male psyche is evident in novels like
“The Ghost Writer” (1979) and “The Human Stain” (2000), where protagonists confront
personal and historical crises.

Stylistic Innovations and Narrative Techniques

Philip Roth’s narrative style is characterized by a blend of realism, satire, and metafiction.
He often employs first-person narration, allowing for an intimate portrayal of his
characters’ inner lives. His prose is notable for its sharp wit and linguistic precision, which
serve to underscore the ironic and often tragic dimensions of his stories.

Moreover, Roth’s use of alter egos, such as Nathan Zuckerman, creates a layered
narrative structure that blurs the lines between fiction and autobiography. This technique
not only enriches the storytelling but also invites readers to engage critically with the
nature of authorship and identity.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Philip Roth’s work has been both celebrated and contested within literary circles. Critics
praise his fearless engagement with difficult subjects and his contribution to expanding
the scope of American fiction. At the same time, some detractors argue that his focus on
male perspectives can be limiting or problematic.

Despite these debates, Roth’s influence on contemporary literature is undeniable. His
novels have inspired a generation of writers to tackle complex cultural and psychological
themes with honesty and stylistic daring.

¢ Acclaim: Multiple awards, including the National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize.

e Controversy: Criticized for portrayals of women and ethnic stereotypes.



e Influence: Paved the way for postmodern and confessional literature in America.

Comparisons with Other Great American Novelists

When considering the great American novel roth, it is instructive to compare Roth’s
oeuvre with those of other canonical authors such as F. Scott Fitzgerald, John Steinbeck,
and Toni Morrison. Each has captured aspects of American life in distinct ways: Fitzgerald
with the Jazz Age’s glamour and disillusionment, Steinbeck with the plight of the working
class, and Morrison with the African-American experience.

Roth’s contribution is unique in its intense focus on the psychological and cultural
intricacies of Jewish-American identity, while simultaneously interrogating broader themes
of national identity, politics, and morality. This specificity combined with universality is a
hallmark of what some critics argue qualifies his work for the “Great American Novel”
status.

The Great American Novel Roth: Enduring
Questions

The debate over whether any single work can embody the “Great American Novel”
continues, and Philip Roth’s legacy is central to this ongoing conversation. His novels
compel readers to consider how personal narratives intersect with historical moments,
and how identity shapes the American story.

As literary scholarship evolves, Roth’s works remain vital texts for understanding the
complexities of the American experience in the late 20th and early 21st centuries. His
fearless exploration of identity, culture, and morality ensures that discussions about the
great American novel roth will persist for years to come.

The Great American Novel Roth

the great american novel roth: The Great American Novel Philip Roth, 2022-09-21 From
the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of American Pastoral—a richly imagined novel featuring America’s
only homeless big-league baseball team in history delivers “shameless comic extravagance.... Roth
gleefully exploits our readiness to let baseball stand for America itself (The New York Times). Gil
Gamesh, the only pitcher who ever literally tried to kill the umpire. The ex-con first baseman, John
Baal, The Babe Ruth of the Big House, who never hit a home run sober. If you've never heard of
them—or of the homeless baseball team the Ruppert Mundys—it's because of the Communist plot,
and the capitalist scandal, that expunged the entire Patriot League from baseball memory. In this
ribald, wickedly satiric novel, Roth turns baseball's status as national pastime and myth into an
occasion for unfettered picaresque farce, replete with heroism and perfidy, ebullient wordplay and a
cast of characters that includes the House Un-American Activities Committee.


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-153/the-great-american-novel-roth.pdf

the great american novel roth: Philip Roth: Novels 1973-1977 (LOA #165) Philip Roth,
2006-10-19 In The Great American Novel (1973), Roth lifts the lid on the suppressed history of the
homeless Ruppert Mundys of baseball's despised and vanquished third major league, turning the
national pastime into unfettered picaresque farce. The cast of improbable characters includes: Gil
Gamesh, the pitcher who actually tried to kill the umpire; John Baal, the ex-con first baseman, The
Babe Ruth of the Big House, who never hit a home run sober; and the House Un-American Activities
Committee. My Life as a Man (1974) is the savage, sometimes lurid account of the all-out battle
waged between the young writer Peter Tarnopol and the wife who is his nemesis, his demon, and his
muse. This is the treacherous world of Strindberg nearly a century later: the story of a fierce marital
tragedy of obsession and blindness and desperate need. The volume closes with The Professor of
Desire (1977), which charts the second sexual metamorphosis of David Kepesh, protagonist of The
Breast. Roth follows Kepesh, an adventurous man of intelligence and feeling, into a vast wilderness
of erotic possibility.--BOOK JACKET.

the great american novel roth: The Dream of the Great American Novel Lawrence Buell,
2014-02-10 The idea of the great American novel continues to thrive almost as vigorously as in its
nineteenth-century heyday, defying 150 years of attempts to dismiss it as amateurish or obsolete. In
this landmark book, the first in many years to take in the whole sweep of national fiction, Lawrence
Buell reanimates this supposedly antiquated idea, demonstrating that its history is a key to the
dynamics of national literature and national identity itself. The dream of the G.A.N., as Henry James
nicknamed it, crystallized soon after the Civil War. In fresh, in-depth readings of selected contenders
from the 1850s onward in conversation with hundreds of other novels, Buell delineates four scripts
for G.A.N. candidates. One, illustrated by The Scarlet Letter, is the adaptation of the novel's
story-line by later writers, often in ways that are contrary to the original author's own design. Other
aspirants, including The Great Gatsby and Invisible Man, engage the American Dream of remarkable
transformation from humble origins. A third script, seen in Uncle Tom's Cabin and Beloved, is the
family saga that grapples with racial and other social divisions. Finally,mega-novels from Moby-Dick
to Gravity's Rainbow feature assemblages of characters who dramatize in microcosm the promise
and pitfalls of democracy. The canvas of the great American novel is in constant motion, reflecting
revolutions in fictional fashion, the changing face of authorship, and the inseparability of high
culture from popular. As Buell reveals, the elusive G.A.N. showcases the myth of the United States
as a nation perpetually under construction.

the great american novel roth: Roth's Wars James D. Bloom, 2022-07-12 Treating Philip
Roth as a war writer—as well as a sportswriter, crime reporter, political commentator, and Newark
chronicler—Roth’s Wars: A Career in Conflict offers a thoroughly researched account of the
novelist’s preoccupation with wars around the world and wars at home. This wide-ranging social and
cultural history of Roth’s career examines intersections between Roth’s preoccupations as a writer
and the work of contemporaries, such as J.D. Salinger, Joan Didion, George Plimpton, Hannah
Arendt, E.L. Doctorow, Flannery O’Connor, Michael Herr, and Don DelLillo. The legends and icons
who figure in this account of Roth’s career include Dwight Eisenhower, Meyer Lansky, Ernie Pyle,
Bob Dylan, Johnny Appleseed, Anne Frank, JFK, Mickey Mantle, the Marx Brothers, Thomas Paine,
Sandy Koufax, and Franz Kafka.

the great american novel roth: The Great American Short Story George Waas, 2012-10 Until
now, no author has dared to use the title The Great American Short Story to tell his/her story. This
work covers Hollywood fame and fortune. business success, love and lust, politics, intrigue,
retribution, vengeance, and just about every theme that a story can cover.

the great american novel roth: The Cambridge Companion to the Twentieth-Century
American Novel and Politics Bryan M. Santin, 2023-10-12 Surveying the relationship between
American politics and the twentieth-century novel, this volume analyzes how political movements,
ideas, and events shaped the American novel. It also shows how those political phenomena were
shaped in turn by long-form prose fiction. The book is made up of three major sections. The first
section considers philosophical ideologies and broad political movements that were both politically



and literarily significant in the twentieth-century United States, including progressive liberalism,
conservatism, socialism and communism, feminism, and Black liberation movements. The second
section analyzes the evolving political valences of key popular genres and literary forms in the
twentieth-century American novel, focusing on crime fiction, science fiction, postmodern metafiction
and immigrant fiction. The third section examines ten diverse politically-minded novels that serve as
exemplary case studies across the century. Combining detailed literary analysis with innovative
political theory, this Companion provides a groundbreaking study of the politics of twentieth-century
American fiction.

the great american novel roth: The Cambridge History of the American Novel Leonard
Cassuto, Clare Virginia Eby, Benjamin Reiss, 2011-03-24 This ambitious literary history traces the
American novel from its emergence in the late eighteenth century to its diverse incarnations in the
multi-ethnic, multi-media culture of the present day. In a set of original essays by renowned scholars
from all over the world, the volume extends important critical debates and frames new ones.
Offering new views of American classics, it also breaks new ground to show the role of popular
genres - such as science fiction and mystery novels - in the creation of the literary tradition. One of
the original features of this book is the dialogue between the essays, highlighting cross-currents
between authors and their works as well as across historical periods. While offering a narrative of
the development of the genre, the History reflects the multiple methodologies that have informed
readings of the American novel and will change the way scholars and readers think about American
literary history.

the great american novel roth: The Twentieth-Century American Fiction Handbook
Christopher MacGowan, 2011-02-21 THE TWENTIETH-CENTURY AMERICAN FICTION Accessibly
structured with entries on important historical contexts, central issues, key texts and the major
writers, this Handbook provides an engaging overview of twentieth-century American fiction.
Featured writers range from Henry James and Theodore Dreiser to contemporary figures such as
Joyce Carol Oates, Thomas Pynchon, and Sherman Alexie, and analyses of key works include The
Great Gatsby, Lolita, The Color Purple, and The Joy Luck Club, among others. Relevant contexts for
these works, such as the impact of Hollywood, the expatriate scene in the 1920s, and the political
unrest of the 1960s are also explored, and their importance discussed. This is a stimulating overview
of twentieth-century American fiction, offering invaluable guidance and essential information for
students and general readers.

the great american novel roth: The Great American Novel Philip Roth, 1973 Gil Gamesh,
the only pitcher who ever literally tried to kill the umpire. The ex-con first baseman, John Baal, The
Babe Ruth of the Big House, who never hit a home run sober. If you've never heard of them-or of the
Ruppert Mundys, the only homeless big-league ball team in American history-it's because of the
Communist plot, and the capitalist scandal, that expunged the entire Patriot League from baseball
memory. In this ribald, richly imagined, and wickedly satiric novel, Roth turns baseball's status as
national pastime and myth into an occasion for unfettered picaresque farce, replete with heroism
and perfidy, ebullient wordplay and a cast of characters that includes the House Un-American
Activities Committee.

the great american novel roth: A Journey Through American Literature Kevin J. Hayes,
2012-03-02 A spirited and lively introduction to American literature, this book acquaints readers
with the key authors, works, and events in the nation's rich and eclectic literary tradition.

the great american novel roth: Anti-Sport Sentiments in Literature John Bale, 2007-11-05
This book draws on literature, specifically on the writings of selected novelists and poets to widen an
existing anti-sport discourse to include hitherto excluded voices from the world of literature. The
book commences with a review of exiting pro- and anti-sport discourses and then proceeds to
examine, in turn, the written works of five eminent authors, excavating from their writings their
anti-sports rhetorics. These writers are Lewis Carroll (Charles Dodgson), Charles Hamilton Sorley,
Jerome K. Jerome, John Betjeman and Alan Sillitoe. In its conclusion, the book draws together the
broad themes discussed in the preceding chapters. Innovative in its approach to sport and literature



and remarkable for its not having been previously explored in any depth, this book will be of interest
to readers from both social sciences and humanities backgrounds.

the great american novel roth: Lectures on American literature Justin Quinn, 2011-10-01
The first edition of this book, published in 2002, aimed to complete the study material for our
students of American literature. The third edition strives to emphasize this aspect while expanding
and deepening the general overview as well as including other important movements and authors.
The exposition of the 20th century underwent major changes: the scholars added new texts while
supplementing the older ones to comply with the development of critical and academic approaches.
The book is written to the point and in comprehensible language, corresponding with the ambition to
present and explain the development of one of the most interesting world literatures to university
students.

the great american novel roth: The Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Century Fiction, 3
Volume Set Brian W. Shaffer, 2011-01-18 This Encyclopedia offers an indispensable reference
guide to twentieth-century fiction in the English-language. With nearly 500 contributors and over
one million words, it is the most comprehensive and authoritative reference guide to
twentieth-century fiction in the English language. Contains over 500 entries of 1000-3000 words
written in lucid, jargon-free prose, by an international cast of leading scholars Arranged in three
volumes covering British and Irish Fiction, American Fiction, and World Fiction, with each volume
edited by a leading scholar in the field Entries cover major writers (such as Saul Bellow, Raymond
Chandler, John Steinbeck, Virginia Woolf, A.S. Byatt, Samual Beckett, D.H. Lawrence, Zadie Smith,
Salman Rushdie, V.S. Naipaul, Nadine Gordimer, Alice Munro, Chinua Achebe, J.M. Coetzee, and
Nglgl Wa Thiong’o) and their key works Examines the genres and sub-genres of fiction in English
across the twentieth century (including crime fiction, Sci-Fi, chick lit, the noir novel, and the
avant-garde novel) as well as the major movements, debates, and rubrics within the field, such as
censorship, globalization, modernist fiction, fiction and the film industry, and the fiction of
migration, diaspora, and exile

the great american novel roth: Twentieth Century American Literature Warren French,
1980-11-01

the great american novel roth: American Literature in Transition, 1970-1980 Kirk Curnutt,
2018-03-22 American Literature in Transition, 1970-1980 examines the literary developments of the
twentieth-century's gaudiest decade. For a quarter century, filmmakers, musicians, and historians
have returned to the era to explore the legacy of Watergate, stagflation, and Saturday Night Fever,
uncovering the unique confluence of political and economic phenomena that make the period such a
baffling time. Literary historians have never shown much interest in the era, however - a remarkable
omission considering writers as diverse as Toni Morrison, Thomas Pynchon, Marilyn French,
Adrienne Rich, Gay Talese, Norman Mailer, Alice Walker, and Octavia E. Butler were active. Over
the course of twenty-one essays, contributors explore a range of controversial themes these writers
tackled, from 1960s' nostalgia to feminism and the redefinition of masculinity to sexual liberation
and rock 'n' roll. Other essays address New Journalism, the rise of blockbuster culture, memoir and
self-help, and crime fiction - all demonstrating that the Me Decade was nothing short of
mesmerizing.

the great american novel roth: A Man of Two Faces Viet Thanh Nguyen, 2023-10-03
LONGLISTED FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD The highly original, blistering, and
unconventional memoir by the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Sympathizer, which has now sold
over one million copies worldwide With insight, humor, formal invention, and lyricism, in A Man of
Two Faces Viet Thanh Nguyen rewinds the film of his own life. He expands the genre of personal
memoir by acknowledging larger stories of refugeehood, colonization, and ideas about Vietnam and
America, writing with his trademark sardonic wit and incisive analysis, as well as a deep emotional
openness about his life as a father and a son. At the age of four, Nguyen and his family are forced to
flee his hometown of Ban Mé Thudt and come to the USA as refugees. After being removed from his
brother and parents and homed with a family on his own, Nguyen is later allowed to resettle into his




own family in suburban San José. But there is violence hidden behind the sunny facade of what he
calls AMERICATM. One Christmas Eve, when Nguyen is nine, while watching cartoons at home, he
learns that his parents have been shot while working at their grocery store, the SaiGon Mdi, a place
where he sometimes helps price tins of fruit with a sticker gun. Years later, as a teenager, the
blood-stirring drama of the films of the Vietnam War such as Apocalypse Now throw Nguyen into an
existential crisis: how can he be both American and Vietnamese, both the killer and the person being
killed? When he learns about an adopted sister who has stayed back in Vietnam, and ultimately visits
her, he grows to understand just how much his parents have left behind. And as his parents age, he
worries increasingly about their comfort and care, and realizes that some of their older wounds are
reopening. Profound in its emotions and brilliant in its thinking about cultural power, A Man of Two
Faces explores the necessity of both forgetting and of memory, the promises America so readily
makes and breaks, and the exceptional life story of one of the most original and important writers
working today.

the great american novel roth: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in
Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys American literature
from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of American works and
authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful and engaging
material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of American literary
history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in
Context profiles authors and their works and provides overviews of literary movements and genres
through which readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political contexts that have
shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in Context
provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are emblematic of the
diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary movements represented, such as the Beats,
but this work also highlights the emergence and development of modern Native American literature,
African American literature, and other representative groups that showcase the diversity of
American letters. A rich selection of primary documents and background material provides
indispensable information for student research.

the great american novel roth: Extra Innings Richard F. Peterson, 2001 Extra Innings tackles
the question of how writing about baseball has shaped our understanding and misunderstanding of
the national pastime. In a series of astute reflections on baseball histories, biographies, personal
reminiscences, and fiction, Richard Peterson explores the shifting balance of romance and fact in
standard baseball histories, offers a lively discussion of baseball fiction, and assesses the realism of
postmodern baseball writing. He discusses the influence of Jackie Robinson on the serious baseball
novel and the reluctance of baseball fiction to treat race issues realistically. He also surveys baseball
fleeting appearances in the literary canon and suggests a top nine reading list for the baseball
aficionado. Slicing away the myths and distortions of baseball's bizarre history, Extra Innings.

the great american novel roth: The Cambridge History of Jewish American Literature
Hana Wirth-Nesher, 2015-12-09 This History offers an unparalleled examination of all aspects of
Jewish American literature. Jewish writing has played a central role in the formation of the national
literature of the United States, from the Hebraic sources of the Puritan imagination to narratives of
immigration and acculturation. This body of writing has also enriched global Jewish literature in its
engagement with Jewish history and Jewish multilingual culture. Written by a host of leading
scholars, The Cambridge History of Jewish American Literature offers an array of approaches that
contribute to current debates about ethnic writing, minority discourse, transnational literature,
gender studies, and multilingualism. This History takes a fresh look at celebrated authors,
introduces new voices, locates Jewish American literature on the map of American ethnicity as well
as the spaces of exile and diaspora, and stretches the boundaries of American literature beyond the
Americas and the West.

the great american novel roth: The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Literature Jay
Parini, 2004 The Encyclopedia of American Literature gathers together 350 essays from over 190




leading scholars on the whole of American literature, from European discovery to the present. At the
core of the Encyclopedia lie 250 essays on poets, playwrights, essayists, and novelists. Figures such
as Whitman, Melville, Faulkner, Frost, and Morrison are discussed in detail with each examined in
the context of his or her times, an assessment of the writer's current reputation, a bibliography of
major works, and a list of major critical and biographical works about the writer. Fifty entries on
major works such as Moby Dick, Song of Myself, Walden, The Great Gatsby, The Waste Land, Their
Eyes Were Watching God, Death of a Salesman, and Beloved place the work in its historical context
and offer a range of possibilities with regard to critical approach. The Encyclopedia also contains
essays on literary movements, periods, and themes, pulling together a broad range of information
and making connections between them. Each entry has its own primary and annotated secondary
bibliography, and a system of cross-references helps readers locate information with ease. The
Encyclopedia of American Literature is an outstanding reference source for students studying
authors, or particular pieces of literature; libraries looking for one comprehensive source; and
readers interested in American literature, its authors, and its connection with various areas of study.
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