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The Curse of the Pharaohs Elizabeth Peters: Unraveling History and Mystery

the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters is a fascinating intersection of historical intrigue and literary
fiction that has captivated readers and history enthusiasts alike. Elizabeth Peters, the pen name of Barbara
Mertz, was a celebrated Egyptologist and author who brilliantly wove her expert knowledge of ancient Egypt
into thrilling mystery novels. Among her most famous works is "The Curse of the Pharaohs," a novel that
explores the enigmatic legend surrounding the supposed curse linked to the tombs of ancient Egyptian rulers.
This article dives deep into how Elizabeth Peters interpreted this age-old myth, the historical context behind
the curse, and why her work remains significant both in literature and the study of Egyptology.

The Origins of the Curse of the Pharaohs

The legend of the curse of the pharaohs is one of the most enduring tales in Egyptian history. It suggests that
anyone who disturbs the tomb of an ancient Egyptian ruler will suffer bad luck, illness, or even death. This idea
gained widespread attention in the early 20th century, especially after the discovery of King Tutankhamun’s
tomb by Howard Carter in 1922.

Many people were fascinated by reports of mysterious deaths and misfortunes among those connected to the
tomb’s excavation, fueling speculation about a supernatural curse. Elizabeth Peters, with her extensive
background in Egyptology, approached this legend not just as a myth but as a cultural and historical
phenomenon ripe for exploration in fiction.

Historical Context Behind the Myth

Ancient Egyptian beliefs about the afterlife were complex and deeply spiritual. Pharaohs were considered divine
beings whose resting places were sacred. Tombs were carefully sealed and protected by spells and curses
intended to deter grave robbers. These curses were inscribed on walls, warning of severe consequences for
anyone who dared to violate the sanctity of the tomb.

However, many historians and archaeologists argue that the “curse” stories were often exaggerated or
fabricated by the media and treasure hunters to captivate the public’s imagination. Elizabeth Peters’ novels
offer a more nuanced view, blending fact with fiction to explore the human motivations behind such legends.

Elizabeth Peters and Her Unique Take on the Curse

Elizabeth Peters’ novel "The Curse of the Pharaohs" is part of her popular Amelia Peabody series, which
features a strong-willed Egyptologist protagonist who navigates archaeology, mystery, and adventure.
Peters’ work is notable for its meticulous research and authentic depiction of Egypt’s culture, history, and
archaeology.

Combining Egyptology with Mystery

What sets Elizabeth Peters apart is her ability to bring the ancient world to life while crafting compelling,
suspenseful stories. In "The Curse of the Pharaohs," she uses the curse as a backdrop for a thrilling narrative
filled with twists, deceit, and discovery. Her protagonist Amelia Peabody, along with her family, unravels
mysteries that intertwine the supernatural with the very real dangers of archaeological exploration.



Through her storytelling, Peters invites readers to question the idea of curses and to consider the human
dramas and historical contexts that often get overshadowed by sensationalism.

Character-Driven Exploration of Myth

Peters’ characters are well-rounded and relatable, which makes the ancient curse feel more immediate and
personal. Instead of portraying the curse as merely a spooky legend, she uses it to explore themes of greed,
revenge, and the clash between modern science and ancient beliefs.

Her intimate knowledge of Egyptian customs and burial practices shines through, enriching the narrative and
offering readers a window into the realities behind the myth. This approach helps demystify the curse and
encourages a deeper appreciation of Egypt’s cultural heritage.

Why the Curse of the Pharaohs Captivates Us

The enduring appeal of the curse lies in its blend of mystery, history, and the supernatural. It taps into
universal fears about death, the unknown, and the consequences of disturbing the past. Elizabeth Peters’ work
taps into these themes while grounding them in archaeological reality.

Linking Fact and Fiction

One reason the curse remains a popular subject in books, movies, and documentaries is its flexibility. It can be
interpreted as a literal supernatural force or as a metaphor for the dangers of greed and disrespect toward
ancient cultures. Elizabeth Peters’ novels strike a balance, respecting historical facts while allowing room for
imaginative storytelling.

Lessons for Modern Archaeology Enthusiasts

For those fascinated by Egyptology, the curse serves as both a cautionary tale and an invitation to explore
history responsibly. Peters’ portrayal encourages readers and budding archaeologists to approach ancient
sites with respect and care, understanding the cultural significance and ethical considerations involved.

Her detailed descriptions of excavation techniques, preservation challenges, and the excitement of discovery
provide valuable insights that go beyond mere entertainment.

Exploring Related Themes in Elizabeth Peters’ Work

While "The Curse of the Pharaohs" is a standout novel, Elizabeth Peters’ broader bibliography offers rich
explorations of ancient Egypt and archaeological mysteries. Her work often touches on:

The intersection of feminism and archaeology, as seen in her strong female protagonists.

The clash between colonial attitudes and indigenous cultures during early 20th-century excavations.

The blending of historical fact with myth to create immersive and educational storytelling.



These themes enhance the allure of the curse narrative by situating it within broader social and cultural
dynamics.

The Role of Female Protagonists in Egyptology Fiction

Amelia Peabody, Elizabeth Peters’ iconic heroine, challenges traditional gender roles in archaeology. Through
her, Peters not only tells a gripping story about the curse but also highlights women’s contributions to
Egyptology, a field historically dominated by men.

This perspective adds depth to the narrative, making it relevant to modern readers interested in gender studies
and the history of science.

Tips for Readers Interested in the Curse of the Pharaohs Elizabeth
Peters

If you’re intrigued by the curse and Elizabeth Peters’ treatment of it, here are some ways to deepen your
engagement:

Read the Amelia Peabody series: Start with "The Curse of the Pharaohs" and continue with other titles1.
to fully appreciate the character development and historical insights.

Explore non-fiction Egyptology books: Understanding the real history behind the myths can enhance your2.
appreciation of Peters’ fiction.

Watch documentaries and visit museums: Exhibits on ancient Egypt often include sections on tomb3.
discoveries and the legends surrounding them.

Join online forums or book clubs: Discussing the books with fellow fans can reveal new perspectives and4.
interpretations.

Engaging with both the fictional and factual aspects of the curse phenomenon will enrich your experience and
knowledge.

The tale of the curse of the pharaohs, as interpreted by Elizabeth Peters, is much more than a story about
supernatural retribution. It is a gateway into the mysteries of ancient Egypt, the complexities of archaeology,
and the enduring human fascination with the past. Whether you approach it as a thrilling mystery, a historical
puzzle, or a cultural exploration, Peters’ work offers a compelling journey through one of history’s most
enigmatic legends.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Curse of the Pharaohs' by Elizabeth Peters about?

'The Curse of the Pharaohs' is a historical mystery novel featuring the archaeologist Amelia Peabody. It
combines elements of adventure, romance, and suspense set against the backdrop of early 20th-century
Egyptology.



Is 'The Curse of the Pharaohs' part of a series by Elizabeth Peters?

Yes, it is part of the Amelia Peabody series, which follows the adventures of the Emerson family as they solve
mysteries in Egypt.

When was 'The Curse of the Pharaohs' first published?

'The Curse of the Pharaohs' was first published in 1981.

What themes are explored in 'The Curse of the Pharaohs' by Elizabeth
Peters?

The novel explores themes such as archaeology, ancient Egyptian curses, family dynamics, and the clash
between modern science and superstition.

How accurate is the historical and archaeological detail in 'The Curse of
the Pharaohs'?

Elizabeth Peters, herself an Egyptologist, incorporates accurate historical and archaeological details into
the novel, lending authenticity to the setting and events.

Has 'The Curse of the Pharaohs' received any notable recognition or
adaptations?

While there are no major film or TV adaptations, the book has been praised for its engaging storytelling and
has a dedicated fan base among mystery and historical fiction readers.

Additional Resources
The Curse of the Pharaohs Elizabeth Peters: A Scholarly Exploration of Mystery and Archaeology

the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters represents a distinctive intersection of archaeological intrigue and
literary craftsmanship. Elizabeth Peters, a renowned author and Egyptologist, has significantly contributed
to the popularization of ancient Egyptian mysteries through her works, particularly those that explore the
notion of the so-called “curse” associated with pharaonic tombs. This article provides an analytical review
of Peters’ approach to the subject, examining the historical context, literary elements, and cultural impact of
her treatment of the “curse of the pharaohs.”

The phenomenon often referred to as the “curse of the pharaohs” is a longstanding legend suggesting that those
who disturb the tombs of ancient Egyptian rulers suffer misfortune or death. Elizabeth Peters, whose real name
was Barbara Mertz, brought a sophisticated and nuanced perspective to this trope, skillfully blending her
extensive Egyptological knowledge with compelling narrative techniques. Her work invites readers and
researchers alike to reconsider the intersections between myth, history, and modern archaeology.

Elizabeth Peters and the Mythos of the Pharaoh’s Curse

Elizabeth Peters is widely respected for her ability to merge scholarly insight with accessible storytelling.
Unlike sensationalist accounts that emphasize supernatural elements, Peters’ treatment of the curse is
grounded in historical evidence and cultural understanding. Her narratives often emphasize the psychological
and societal factors that gave rise to the curse legend, rather than endorsing the idea of a literal
supernatural phenomenon.



In her novels, such as those featuring the fictional archaeologist Amelia Peabody, Peters explores how early
20th-century excavations—particularly those surrounding the tomb of Tutankhamun—captured the public
imagination. The sudden fame of Howard Carter’s discovery in 1922 and the subsequent deaths of certain
individuals involved in the excavation fueled widespread speculation about a curse. Peters contextualizes
these events within the broader field of Egyptology and addresses the role of media sensationalism in
perpetuating the myth.

The Historical Context of the Curse Legend

The “curse of the pharaohs” did not originate from ancient Egyptian texts or inscriptions but emerged largely
as a modern invention. Elizabeth Peters meticulously documents the absence of authentic ancient curses in many
tombs, noting that warnings were typically pragmatic—intended to deter grave robbers rather than invoke
supernatural retribution.

Peters’ research highlights the sociopolitical climate of early archaeological expeditions, where competition,
colonial attitudes, and the allure of exoticism shaped interpretations. The deaths of certain expedition
members, often attributed to the curse, can be explained by natural causes or coincidence rather than mystical
forces. Through this lens, Peters encourages a critical evaluation of how myths are constructed and
sustained.

Literary Techniques in “The Curse of the Pharaohs Elizabeth Peters” Works

Elizabeth Peters employs a variety of literary devices that enrich her exploration of the curse theme. Her use of
first-person narration allows readers to engage intimately with the protagonist’s investigations, blending
suspense with educational content. The interplay between fact and fiction in her narratives deepens the sense of
realism while maintaining entertainment value.

Moreover, Peters integrates detailed descriptions of archaeological procedures, ancient Egyptian culture, and
historical settings. This careful attention to detail distinguishes her work from more superficial or purely
sensational accounts. Readers are not only drawn into a mystery but also gain a deeper appreciation of
Egypt’s rich heritage.

Impact and Reception in Egyptology and Popular Culture

Elizabeth Peters’ contributions have resonated both within academic circles and among general audiences. Her
balanced approach to the curse narrative has helped demystify a subject often clouded by superstition and
misinformation. Egyptologists appreciate her commitment to accuracy and her efforts to promote critical
thinking about archaeological findings.

In popular culture, Peters’ novels have sparked renewed interest in ancient Egypt and the ethical dimensions of
archaeological exploration. By combining mystery with scholarly rigor, she has expanded the appeal of
Egyptology beyond traditional academic boundaries. This approach has also encouraged readers to question
the reliability of media portrayals of historical events.

Pros and Cons of Peters’ Approach to the Pharaohs’ Curse

Pros:

Provides a well-researched, factual basis that counters sensationalism.



Engages readers with a mix of mystery and educational content.

Bridges the gap between academic Egyptology and popular literature.

Encourages critical analysis of myth-making processes.

Cons:

Some readers seeking purely supernatural or thrilling narratives might find the rational
explanations less exciting.

The blending of fact and fiction could occasionally blur lines for audiences unfamiliar with
historical contexts.

Comparative Insights: Peters vs. Other Treatments of the Curse

When compared to other authors and media that sensationalize the “curse of the pharaohs,” Elizabeth Peters
stands out for her commitment to intellectual honesty. Where many accounts focus on horror and mystery,
emphasizing curses as real and active forces, Peters offers a grounded explanation that respects both the
archaeological record and cultural history.

Her contemporaries often exploit the curse motif to enhance dramatic effect, sometimes perpetuating myths that
overshadow genuine archaeological achievements. Peters’ work serves as a corrective, highlighting the
importance of separating fact from fiction in the study of ancient Egypt.

The Legacy of “The Curse of the Pharaohs Elizabeth Peters” in
Modern Archaeology

Elizabeth Peters’ treatment of the curse narrative has influenced how modern archaeologists and historians
communicate with the public. By carefully deconstructing myths and emphasizing evidence-based interpretations,
she has helped foster a more informed and respectful dialogue about ancient Egyptian heritage.

Her legacy also underscores the importance of storytelling in archaeology—how narratives can shape public
perception and impact the preservation of cultural sites. Peters’ ability to craft compelling stories without
compromising scholarly integrity serves as a model for future writers and researchers in the field.

The enduring fascination with the “curse of the pharaohs” continues to inspire curiosity and debate. Thanks to
Elizabeth Peters’ insightful contributions, this fascination is increasingly grounded in a balanced understanding
that honors both the mysteries of the past and the rigor of modern scholarship.

The Curse Of The Pharaohs Elizabeth Peters

  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: The Curse of the Pharaohs Elizabeth Peters,
2010-03-01 From a New York Times bestselling author, Egyptologist Amelia Peabody, now a wife
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and mother, returns to catch a murderer at an excavation of an ancient tomb. It's 1892, and Amelia
and her now-husband Radcliffe Emerson have settled down in Victorian England after their escapade
in Egypt. They're raising their young son Ramses and everything seems normal–until they are
approached by a damsel in distress. Lady Baskerville's husband, Sir Henry, has died after
uncovering what might be a royal tomb in Luxor. Despite rumors of a curse haunting all those
involved with the dig, Amelia and Radcliffe proceed to Egypt and realize that Sir Henry did not die a
natural death. Accidents continue to plague the dig, and talk of a pharaoh's curse runs rampant
among the group. Amelia begins to suspect that these accidents are caused by a sinister human–but
who?
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: The Curse of the Pharaoh , 2013
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: Curse of the Pharaohs Elizabeth Peters,
2012-03-01 Join our plucky Victorian Egyptologist , together with her devastatingly handsome and
brilliant husband Radcliffe, in another exciting escapade When Lady Baskerville's husband Sir Henry
dies after discovering what may have been an undisturbed royal tomb in Luxor, she appeals to
eminent archaeologist Radcliffe Emerson and his wife Amelia to take over the excavation. Amid
rumours of a curse haunting all those involved with the dig, the intrepid couple proceeds to Egypt,
where they begin to suspect that Sir Henry did not die a natural death, and they are confident that
the accidents that plague the dig are caused by a sinister human element, not a pharoah's curse
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: Az Murder Goes...Artful Barbara G Peters, Susan
Lea Malling, 2010-01-31 Raymond Chandler called it “The Simple Art of Murder, ” but It never has
been simple to write mysteries. This volume explores the crimes in novels that are rooted in the
worlds of art, architecture, and antiquities.
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: Tomb of the Golden Bird Elizabeth Peters,
2012-03-01 The chase is on - and Amelia Peabody and Co. are in the thick of it! 1922 - convinced that
the tomb of the little-known King Tutankhamon lies somewhere in the Valley of the Kings, Emerson
has tried to persuade his rivals Lord Carnavon and Howard Carter to hand over their digging rights
in the valley to him - but they resist. So back in Luxor an incident at the hotel the clan is staying in
turns their gifts for digging in another direction. Emerson and Ramses are lured into a trap by a
group of villains who demand answers to the mysterious question, 'Where is he?'. Their curiosity
piqued, the duo is determined to uncover who 'he' is and why 'he' should be so important.
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: The Snake the Crocodile and the Dog
Elizabeth Peters, 2012-05-31 In Amelia's seventh adventure, she and Emerson take passage on a
boat travelling up the Nile, enjoying a second honeymoon while they search for Nefertiti's tomb. On
the other hand, they might be heading towards murder. An exotic slave woman, a Siamese cat and a
den of conspirators unite to snatch away Amelia's happiness unless she reveals a certain secret...and
at the remote dig in Amarna what she uncovers is a shocking present-day peril: the loss of treasures
far more precious than any antiquity - her husband's love or both their lives!
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: Bloomsbury Good Reading Guide Nick
Rennison, 2009-09-27 Deciding what to read next when you've just finished an unputdownable novel
can be a daunting task. The Bloomsbury Good Reading Guide features hundreds of authors and
thousands of titles, with navigation features to lead you on a rich journey through some the best
literature to grace our shelves. This greatly expanded edition includes the latest contemporary
authors and landmark novels, an expanded non-fiction section, a timeline setting historical events
against literary milestones, prize-winner and book club lists. An accessible and easy-to-read guide
that no serious book lover should be without. The essential guide to the wild uncharted world of
contemporary and 20th century writing. Robert McCrum, The Observer
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: Guardian of the Horizon Elizabeth Peters,
2011-09-01 Banned from the Valley of the Kings, Amelia Peabody and her distinguished husband
have returned to England with their 19-year-old son Ramses and their foster daughter, Nefret.
Ramses is secretly in love with Nefret and plans to flee to Germany to avoid temptation. Then a
mysterious visitor changes the plan for the whole family. Set in the Sudan, this is another exciting



adventure which follows the Peabody family as they confront all the forces against them armed only
with a crumbling map and an important letter...
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: Crocodile on the Sandbank Elizabeth Peters,
2011-09-01 Amelia Peabody is Elizabeth Peters' most brilliant and best-loved creation, a thoroughly
Victorian feminist who takes the stuffy world of archaeology by storm with her shocking men's pants
and no-nonsense attitude! In this first adventure, our headstrong heroine decides to use her
substantial inheritance to see the world. On her travels, she rescues a gentlewoman in distress -
Evelyn Barton-Forbes - and the two become friends. The two companions continue to Egypt where
they face mysteries, mummies and the redoubtable Radcliffe Emerson, an outspoken archaeologist,
who doesn't need women to help him solve mysteries -- at least that's what he thinks!
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: Lion in the Valley Elizabeth Peters, 2011-09-01
The 1985-96 season promises to be an exceptional one for Egyptologist Amelia Peabody, her dashing
husband Emerson and their precocious eight-year-old son Rameses. The much-coveted burial
chamber in Dahshoor is theirs for the digging. Yet there is a great evil in the wind that caresses the
hot sands sweeping through the bustling streets and marketplaces of Cairo. An expedition cursed by
misfortune and the daring moonlit abduction of Rameses alerts Amelia to the presence of her
arch-enemy, the Master Criminal. And his is now a personal quest for the most valuable and elusive
prize of all: vengeance on the meddling lady archaeologist with the parasol who has sworn to deliver
him to justice...Amelia Peabody herself!
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: The Deeds of the Disturber Elizabeth Peters,
2017-10-31 An Egyptologist investigates a death at the British Museum in a “charming” Victorian
mystery by the New York Times–bestselling author of The Painted Queen (The Denver Post). Back in
London after an archaeological dig, adventurous sleuth Amelia Peabody—“rather like Indiana Jones,
Sherlock Holmes and Miss Marple all rolled into one”—discovers that a night watchman at the
museum has perished in the shadow of a mummy case (The Washington Post Book World). There are
murmurings about an ancient curse, but a skeptical Amelia is determined to find an all-too-human
killer. Soon, she’s balancing family demands, including the troubles of her precocious son, Ramses
(aka Walter), with not just one unsolved crime, but two . . . From a recipient of multiple honors
including the Mystery Writers of America’s Grand Master Award, this murder mystery set in
Victorian-era England is a witty, rollicking, and “deeply satisfying” romp (Entertainment Weekly) in
a “jewel of a series” (The New York Times Book Review).
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: Falcon at the Portals Elizabeth Peters,
2011-09-01 In this latest Amelia Peabody mystery there's more trouble in store for our intrepid
Egyptologist. This time it is of a distinctly personal nature. Her niece's new, Egyptian, husband
stands accused of forging priceless antiquities. Is he guilty, or merely the fall guy for some
unscrupulous villain? Meanwhile, matters are complicated by the arrival of Amelia's detestable
nephew who begins an ardently amorous pursuit of her son's wife, Nefret...
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: The Golden One Elizabeth Peters, 2011-09-01
At the start of this fourteenth adventure for Amelia, which continues the wartime theme begun in
Lord of the Silent, it is New Year's Eve, 1917. Risking winter storms and German torpedoes, the
Emersons are heading for Egypt once again: Amelia, Emerson, their son Ramses and his wife Nefret.
Emerson is counting on a long season of excavation without distractions but this proves to be a
forlorn hope. Yet again they unearth a dead body in a looted tomb - not a mummified one though,
this one is only too fresh, and it leads the clan on a search for the man who has threatened them
with death if they pursue the excavations. If that wasn't distraction enough, Nefret reveals a secret
she has kept hidden: there is reason to believe that Sethos, master criminal and spy may be helping
the enemy. It's up to the Emersons to find out, and either prove his innocence or prevent him from
betraying Britain's plans to take Jerusalem and win the war in the Middle East.
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: The Ape Who Guards the Balance Elizabeth
Peters, 2011-09-01 Prospects for the 1907 archaeological season in Egypt are looking somewhat dull
to Amelia. As a result of Emerson's less-than-diplomatic behaviour, they have been demoted to



examining only the most boring tombs in the Valley of the Kings - mere leftovers, really. And then, in
a seedy section of Cairo, the younger members of the Peabody Emerson clan purchase a
mintcondition papyrus of the famed Book of the Dead, the collection of magical spells and prayers
designed to ward off the perils of the underworld and lead the deceased into everlasting life. But for
as long as there have been graves, there have also been grave robbers - and so begins a new
adventure into antiquity. The season rapidly switches from dull to deadly as Amelia strives to
untangle a web woven of criminals and cults, stolen treasures and fallen women - all the while under
the unblinking eye of a ruthless, remorseless killer.
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: Great Women Mystery Writers Elizabeth A.
Blakesley, 2006-11-30 Mysteries are among the most popular books today, and women continue to
be among the most creative and widely read mystery writers. This book includes alphabetically
arranged entries on 90 women mystery writers. Many of the writers discussed were not even writing
when the first edition of this book was published in 1994, while others have written numerous works
since then. Writers were selected based on their status as award winners, their commercial success,
and their critical acclaim. Each entry provides biographical information, a discussion of major works
and themes, and primary and secondary bibliographies. The volume closes with appendices and a
selected, general bibliography. Public library patrons will value this guide to their favorite authors,
while students will turn to it when writing reports.
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: The Mammoth Book of Egyptian Whodunnits
Mike Ashley, 2014-02-13 Mystery and murder from the Sands of Time; This anthology covers two
periods in history - the time of 'Ancient Egypt' which stretches from the First Dynasty in 4000 BC to
the time of the Roman Empire, and the time of the Discoveries, which covers the Napoleonic and
Victorian periods of excavation. The anthology will be a collection of new stories and rare reprints,
including contributions from Lynda Robinson, featuring Lord Meren, Lauren Haney and a Lieutenant
Bak mystery, plus stories from Gillian Linscott, Kate Ellis, Marilyn Todd, Paul Doherty, Suzanne
Franke, Amy Myers, Michael Pearce, Elizabeth Peters and many more. So from the famed Cleopatra
to Howard Carter and the Curse of the Pharaohs, here are 25 stories to enthral and enchant
devotees of the genre.
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: Protect Your Digital Privacy! Glee Harrah Cady,
Pat McGregor, 2002 Discusses such electronic privacy concerns as what privacy is, how it relates to
individuals, laws and regulations, identity theft, monitoring devices, and how to protect Internet
transactions.
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: Red Land, Black Land Barbara Mertz,
2011-01-25 A fascinating, erudite, and witty glimpse of the human side of ancient Egypt—this
acclaimed classic work is now revised and updated for a new generation Displaying the unparalleled
descriptive power, unerring eye for fascinating detail, keen insight, and trenchant wit that have
made the novels she writes (as Elizabeth Peters and Barbara Michaels) perennial New York Times
bestsellers, internationally renowned Egyptologist Barbara Mertz brings a long-buried civilization to
vivid life. In Red Land, Black Land, she transports us back thousands of years and immerses us in
the sights, aromas, and sounds of day-to-day living in the legendary desert realm that was ancient
Egypt. Who were these people whose civilization has inspired myriad films, books, artwork, myths,
and dreams, and who built astonishing monuments that still stagger the imagination five thousand
years later? What did average Egyptians eat, drink, wear, gossip about, and aspire to? What were
their amusements, their beliefs, their attitudes concerning religion, childrearing, nudity, premarital
sex? Mertz ushers us into their homes, workplaces, temples, and palaces to give us an intimate view
of the everyday worlds of the royal and commoner alike. We observe priests and painters, scribes
and pyramid builders, slaves, housewives, and queens—and receive fascinating tips on how to
perform tasks essential to ancient Egyptian living, from mummification to making papyrus. An
eye-opening and endlessly entertaining companion volume to Temples, Tombs, and Hieroglyphs,
Mertz's extraordinary history of ancient Egypt, Red Land, Black Land offers readers a brilliant
display of rich description and fascinating edification. It brings us closer than ever before to the



people of a great lost culture that was so different from—yet so surprisingly similar to—our own.
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: Temples, Tombs, & Hieroglyphs Barbara
Mertz, 2009-03-17 World-renowned Egyptologist Barbara Mertz explores the reality behind the
bestselling fiction she writes (as Elizabeth Peters) and casts a dazzling light on a remarkable
civilization. Afascinating chronicle of an extraordinary people—from the first Stone Age settlements
through the reign of Cleopatra and the Roman invasions—Temples, Tombs, and Hieroglyphs brings
ancient Egypt to life as never before. Lavishly illustrated with pictures, maps, and photographs, it
offers tantalizing glimpses into Egyptian society; amazing stories of the pharaohs and the rise and
fall of great dynasties; a sampling of culture, religion, and folklore; stories of explorers, scientists,
and scoundrels who sought to unravel or exploit the ageless mysteries; and new insights into the
architectural wonders that were raised along the banks of the Nile.
  the curse of the pharaohs elizabeth peters: The Readers' Advisory Guide to Mystery John
Charles, Candace Clark, Joanne Hamilton-Selway, Joanna Morrison, 2012 Revision of: The mystery
readers' advisory: the librarian's clues to murder and mayhem / John Charles, Joanna Morrison,
[and] Candace Clark. -- Chicago: American Library Association, 2002.
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