
the bowery hotel history
The Rich Tapestry of The Bowery Hotel History

the bowery hotel history is a fascinating journey through the transformation
of one of New York City's most iconic neighborhoods. Nestled on the edge of
Manhattan’s Lower East Side, The Bowery Hotel has become synonymous with
timeless elegance, rich cultural heritage, and a unique blend of old-world
charm and modern sophistication. But to truly appreciate what the hotel
represents today, it’s essential to dive deep into its historical roots,
architectural significance, and the vibrant community that shapes its
identity.

The Origins of the Bowery Neighborhood

Before The Bowery Hotel rose to prominence, the Bowery itself was a street
teeming with life and history. The name “Bowery” derives from the Dutch word
“bouwerij,” meaning “farm,” referencing the area’s original use as farmland
during the early Dutch colonial period in the 17th century. Over time, the
Bowery evolved from agricultural land into a bustling thoroughfare, becoming
a vital artery for commerce and immigration.

A Melting Pot of Cultures

By the 19th century, the Bowery was a magnet for immigrants, artists,
writers, and working-class New Yorkers. It was home to tenement buildings,
theaters, and music halls, making it a diverse and lively neighborhood. This
cultural vibrancy laid the groundwork for the Bowery’s reputation as a
creative hub, a legacy that continues to influence The Bowery Hotel’s
ambiance and clientele.

The Architectural Significance of The Bowery
Hotel

The Bowery Hotel itself is a masterclass in merging historic charm with
modern luxury. Designed by renowned architect Eric Raffin, the hotel opened
its doors in 2007, carefully preserving the neighborhood’s gritty aesthetic
while offering upscale accommodations.



Design Inspired by History

The hotel’s façade, characterized by its dark brick exterior and large
windows, pays homage to the industrial buildings that once dominated the
Bowery landscape. Inside, the decor is a warm blend of vintage furnishings,
leather armchairs, and dimly lit spaces that evoke a sense of 1920s New York
glamour. The attention to detail in the hotel’s design reflects a deep
respect for the Bowery’s working-class roots and artistic heritage.

The Bowery Hotel’s Role in the Modern Era

Since its opening, The Bowery Hotel has become more than just a place to
stay; it’s a cultural landmark that embodies the spirit of downtown
Manhattan. Celebrities, artists, and travelers alike are drawn to its
intimate atmosphere and authentic connection to the neighborhood’s history.

A Hub for Creativity and Community

The hotel frequently hosts events that celebrate the arts, from film
screenings to live music performances, nurturing the creative energy that has
always been part of the Bowery’s DNA. Its restaurant and bar spaces are not
only popular with guests but also serve as social gathering spots for locals,
fostering a sense of community.

Exploring Nearby Attractions Rooted in Bowery’s
Past

When visiting The Bowery Hotel, guests have the advantage of immersing
themselves in a neighborhood rich with historical sites and cultural
experiences.

The New Museum: A contemporary art museum that highlights emerging
artists, continuing the Bowery’s tradition as an arts hub.

The Bowery Ballroom: A legendary music venue that has hosted numerous
iconic performances, echoing the street’s historic entertainment scene.

Tenement Museum: Offering a glimpse into the immigrant experience that
shaped the Bowery and its people.

Chinatown and Little Italy: Nearby neighborhoods that add to the
multicultural tapestry of the area.



Tips for Experiencing the Bowery Hotel Like a
Local

To truly soak up the essence of the Bowery and its hotel, consider these
insider tips:

Stroll the Bowery street: Take time to observe the street art, historic1.
buildings, and local shops that tell stories of the past and present.

Visit during cultural events: The hotel and neighborhood often host2.
festivals and art walks—perfect for engaging with the local scene.

Try the hotel’s restaurant: Featuring locally sourced ingredients and3.
dishes inspired by the neighborhood’s diverse heritage.

Explore on foot or by bike: The Bowery’s compact size makes it ideal for4.
exploring without the hassle of public transport.

The Bowery Hotel History as a Reflection of New
York City’s Evolution

What makes The Bowery Hotel particularly compelling is how it encapsulates
the broader story of New York City’s growth—from its colonial beginnings
through waves of immigration, industrialization, decline, and eventual
renaissance. The hotel’s commitment to preserving this narrative while
offering world-class hospitality creates an experience that resonates deeply
with visitors.

Through its architecture, cultural programming, and connection to the
neighborhood, The Bowery Hotel serves as a living museum of sorts—a place
where history is not only remembered but actively celebrated. Whether you’re
a history enthusiast, a lover of art and culture, or simply looking for an
authentic New York experience, understanding the bowery hotel history
enriches your stay and appreciation of this unique corner of the city.

In the end, The Bowery Hotel stands as a testament to the enduring spirit of
a neighborhood that has continually reinvented itself while honoring its
past—a perfect harmony of history, style, and community.



Frequently Asked Questions

When was The Bowery Hotel established?
The Bowery Hotel was established in 2007.

Who founded The Bowery Hotel?
The Bowery Hotel was founded by Eric Goode, a notable entrepreneur and
designer.

What is the historical significance of the location
of The Bowery Hotel?
The Bowery Hotel is located in the Bowery neighborhood of Manhattan, an area
historically known for its immigrant communities, punk rock scene, and as a
hub for artists and musicians.

How does The Bowery Hotel reflect the history of the
Bowery neighborhood?
The Bowery Hotel incorporates vintage decor and design elements that pay
homage to the neighborhood's gritty past and artistic heritage, blending old-
world charm with modern luxury.

Has The Bowery Hotel been featured in any historical
or cultural media?
Yes, The Bowery Hotel has appeared in various films, television shows, and
fashion shoots, highlighting its cultural relevance and stylish ambiance.

What architectural style is The Bowery Hotel known
for?
The Bowery Hotel showcases a classic New York aesthetic with influences of
early 20th-century industrial and residential design, featuring exposed
brick, dark wood, and vintage furnishings.

How has The Bowery Hotel contributed to the
revitalization of the Bowery area?
By attracting upscale visitors and fostering a vibrant social scene, The
Bowery Hotel has played a role in the neighborhood's gentrification and
economic revitalization while still honoring its historical roots.



Additional Resources
The Bowery Hotel History: A Journey Through Time and Elegance

the bowery hotel history traces the evolution of one of New York City’s most
iconic boutique hotels, nestled in the heart of Manhattan’s Bowery
neighborhood. Since its opening in 2007, the Bowery Hotel has become
synonymous with a unique blend of historic charm and modern luxury,
reflecting the neighborhood’s gritty past and its contemporary cultural
renaissance. Exploring the Bowery Hotel’s history reveals not only the story
of a building but also the transformation of an entire district, from a once-
neglected area to a vibrant hotspot for artists, creatives, and discerning
travelers.

The Origins of the Bowery Neighborhood

Before delving into the Bowery Hotel’s specific history, it is essential to
understand the context of the Bowery neighborhood itself. The Bowery is one
of Manhattan’s oldest streets, dating back to the 17th century. Originally,
it was a Native American trail that evolved into a prominent road connecting
the settlements of New Amsterdam to other parts of the island. Over
centuries, the Bowery became known for its working-class character, theaters,
flophouses, and a reputation for nightlife that swung between bohemian allure
and urban decay.

By the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Bowery was infamous for
poverty and transient populations, but it also housed a burgeoning immigrant
community and a lively arts scene. This duality set the stage for the Bowery
Hotel’s later emergence as a symbol of urban renewal, where history and
modernity coexist.

Establishment and Architectural Significance of
the Bowery Hotel

The Bowery Hotel opened its doors in 2007, developed by renowned hospitality
entrepreneur Eric Goode in partnership with hotelier Sean MacPherson. The
building itself is a relatively modern construction but was designed to echo
the feel of classic New York hotels from the early 20th century. The
architecture draws inspiration from the pre-war era, featuring dark wood
paneling, vintage-style lighting, and a cozy yet sophisticated ambiance that
appeals to guests seeking authenticity and comfort.

Positioned at 335 Bowery, the hotel occupies a site that once housed various
commercial establishments, reflecting the area’s shift from industrial and
low-income housing to upscale hospitality. The Bowery Hotel’s design
intentionally integrates elements reminiscent of the neighborhood’s past—a



nod to the Bowery’s gritty character—while offering contemporary amenities
such as high-speed internet, state-of-the-art fitness facilities, and
luxurious guest rooms.

Interiors and Aesthetic Appeal

The Bowery Hotel’s interiors are key to its allure. Unlike many modern hotels
that prioritize minimalism, the Bowery embraces a warm, vintage aesthetic.
The lobby’s leather sofas, Persian rugs, and exposed brick walls create an
inviting atmosphere. The rooms feature antique furnishings, plush bedding,
and large windows overlooking the Manhattan skyline or the East River,
blending historic charm with modern convenience.

This design choice aligns with the broader trend of boutique hotels
emphasizing personalized experiences and unique environments, setting the
Bowery Hotel apart from standardized chain hotels. The hotel’s commitment to
authenticity resonates with travelers interested in engaging with New York’s
cultural and historical layers.

The Bowery Hotel and the Neighborhood’s
Cultural Renaissance

The Bowery Hotel’s history is inseparable from the neighborhood’s
transformation during the early 21st century. Once a symbol of urban decline,
the Bowery experienced significant gentrification and cultural revival in the
2000s. Art galleries, trendy restaurants, and nightlife venues began to
flourish, attracting a hip, creative demographic.

The Bowery Hotel positioned itself at the center of this revival. Its
clientele often includes artists, musicians, actors, and writers, reflecting
the hotel’s role as a cultural hub. The hotel’s public spaces frequently host
events, film screenings, and private parties, further cementing its status as
a landmark for New York’s creative community.

Comparisons with Other Boutique Hotels in New York
City

When examining the Bowery Hotel’s place in New York’s hospitality landscape,
it is instructive to compare it with other notable boutique hotels such as
The Standard, The Greenwich Hotel, and The Ludlow Hotel. Unlike The Standard,
which emphasizes a sleek, modernist design and vibrant nightlife, the Bowery
Hotel leans towards classic elegance and understated luxury.

Similarly, The Greenwich Hotel, co-owned by Robert De Niro, shares a



dedication to artisanal craftsmanship and local artistry but is situated in
Tribeca, offering a different neighborhood vibe. The Ludlow Hotel, also
located on the Lower East Side, matches the Bowery Hotel’s eclectic style but
features a more youthful, edgy aesthetic.

These distinctions highlight the Bowery Hotel’s unique position as a bridge
between New York’s storied past and its contemporary cultural scene.

Features and Amenities Reflecting the Hotel’s
Heritage

The Bowery Hotel’s offerings underscore its dedication to guest experience
while honoring the hotel’s history and location. Notable features include:

Restaurant and Bar: The hotel’s restaurant serves classic American
cuisine with an emphasis on seasonal ingredients, housed in a space that
evokes old New York dining rooms. The bar is popular for its cocktails
crafted with nods to traditional recipes.

Event Spaces: The Bowery Hotel offers event venues that retain historic
charm, making it a favored location for weddings, film shoots, and
private functions.

Pet-Friendly Policies: Recognizing the modern traveler’s needs, the
hotel is pet-friendly, appealing to guests who want to travel with their
companions.

Concierge Services: The hotel provides personalized concierge services
informed by deep local knowledge, adding value through tailored
recommendations for exploring the Bowery and surrounding neighborhoods.

These features reinforce the hotel’s blend of historical reverence and modern
hospitality standards.

Challenges and Criticisms Over Time

While generally praised for its ambiance and service, the Bowery Hotel has
faced some criticisms, primarily related to its role in the area’s
gentrification. Longtime residents and critics argue that the hotel, along
with other upscale developments, has contributed to rising rents and the
displacement of lower-income communities.

Additionally, some travelers note that the hotel’s vintage style, while
charming, may feel less polished compared to ultra-modern luxury hotels. The



balance between authenticity and comfort remains a delicate issue in boutique
hotel design.

The Bowery Hotel’s Role in New York City’s
Hospitality Evolution

The Bowery Hotel history is emblematic of a broader trend in New York City’s
hospitality industry: the rise of boutique hotels that prioritize
individuality, local culture, and historic preservation over generic luxury.
By situating itself in a historically rich yet evolving neighborhood, the
Bowery Hotel has helped redefine how travelers experience Manhattan.

Its influence extends beyond accommodation, contributing to the Bowery’s
reputation as a destination for culture, creativity, and refined lifestyle.
For many visitors, staying at the Bowery Hotel is not just about the room but
about connecting to the layered narrative of New York City itself.

As neighborhoods continue to evolve and hospitality trends shift, the Bowery
Hotel remains a compelling case study in balancing history, design, and guest
experience within an urban context.
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bargain-hunting, world-renowned restaurants to neighborhood pizzerias, majestic cathedrals to
Times Square — New York has it all. Packed with info on must-see attractions like the Statue of
Liberty and the Empire State Building, plus the best shopping, dining, culture, and nightlife, this
guide will have you saying, I love New York! Open the book and find: Down-to-earth trip-planning
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budget Lots of detailed maps
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immigrants, from newly arrived Italians and Jews to today's Latino and Asian newcomers. This
history has become somewhat obscured, however, as the Lower East Side can appear more hip than
historic, with wealth and gentrification changing the character of the neighborhood. Chronicling
these developments, along with the hidden gems that still speak of a vibrant immigrant identity,
Joyce Mendelsohn provides a complete guide to the Lower East Side of then and now. After an
extensive history that stretches back to Manhattan's first settlers, Mendelsohn offers 5 self-guided
walking tours, including a new passage through the Bowery, that take the reader to more than 150
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sites and highlight the dynamics of a community of contrasts: aged tenements nestled among luxury
apartment towers abut historic churches and synagogues. With updated and revised maps, historical
data, and an entirely new community to explore, Mendelsohn writes a brand-new chapter in an old
New York story.
  the bowery hotel history: Historical Tours The New York Immigrant Experience Randi
Minetor, 2015-04-15 The book covers the various historical waves of immigration to New York City,
from early history to the present, and ties the history to various sites in the city, using the words of
those who experienced the events to give the reader a sense that they are living this history through
the walking tours. It's the only historical guidebook on the topic that gives the reader a sense of the
living history of generations of immigrants that came to live in or just passed through New York City.
  the bowery hotel history: The History and Stories of the Best Bars of New York ,
2006-03-01 This book was just announced as the WINNER of the USABookNews 2006 History:
Media/Entertainment category!Everything important that has ever happened in New York began or
ended in the City's best bars. From the deep mahogany of downtown to the polished brass of
uptown, THE HISTORY AND STORIES OF THE BEST BARS OF NEW YORK recounts the drama,
character and stories of the City's most important meeting places. Nearly fifty profiles containing
vignettes of famous lore and little-known history are accented by stunning duotone images sure to
intrigue both long-time New Yorkers and visitors to The City. THE HISTORY AND STORIES OF THE
BEST BARS OF NEW YORK is a unique and necessary work, long overdue.
  the bowery hotel history: History of and How to See New York and its Environs Robert
Macoy, 2024-03-08 Reprint of the original, first published in 1875.
  the bowery hotel history: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Music History Michael Miller,
2008-07-01 A beautifully composed journey through music history! Music history is a required
course for all music students. Unfortunately, the typical music history book is dry and academic,
focusing on rote memorization of important composers and works. This leads many to think that the
topic is boring, but bestselling author Michael Miller proves that isn’t so. This guide makes music
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Western “classical” music—also includes non-Western music and uniquely American forms such as
jazz • More than just names and dates—puts musical developments in context with key historical
events
  the bowery hotel history: History of Chicago: From the fire of 1871 until 1885 Alfred Theodore
Andreas, 1886
  the bowery hotel history: Danger! - A True History of a Great City's Wiles and Temptations
William F. Howe, Abraham H. Hummel, 2021-06-24 “Danger! - A True History of a Great City's Wiles
and Temptations” is an 1886 work by American lawyer William Frederick Howe. Howe worked for
the Howe and Hummel New York City law firm, which became widely celebrated during the second
half of nineteenth century for its cases related to world of crime and corruption. This volume goes
into detail describing some of the firm's more notable cases and paints a vivid picture of New York
City's criminal underbelly at the turn of the nineteenth century. Contents include: “Ancient and
Modern Prisons”, “Criminals and their Haunts”, “Street Arabs of Both Sexes”, “Store Girls”, “The
Pretty Waiter Girl”, “Shop-Lifters”, “Kleptomania”, “Panel Houses and Panel Thieves”, “A Theatrical
Romance”, “A Mariner's Wooing”, “The Baron and 'Baroness'”, “The Demi-Monde”, “Passion's Slaves
and Victims”, etc. Read & Co. History is proudly republishing this classic work now in a brand new
edition complete with the introductory chapter 'The Pleasant Fiction of the Presumption of
Innocence' by Arthur Train.
  the bowery hotel history: A history of the American worker Irving Bernstein, 1960
  the bowery hotel history: The History of the Loco-foco Fitzwilliam Byrdsall, 1842
  the bowery hotel history: History of the American Stage Thomas Allston Brown, 1870
  the bowery hotel history: History of and how to See New York and Its Environs ... Illustrated
Robert MACOY, 1876
  the bowery hotel history: Food Trails Lonely Planet, 2016-10-01 Lonely Planet: The world's



leading travel guide publisher For everyone who loves travel and trying the local delicacies, this
beautifully illustrated hardback is the must-have handbook to a year's worth of perfect weekends
around the world for food lovers. Featured trails include the an homage to Buenos Aires steak, cozy
wintertime French Canadian cuisine, Puglia's distinctive dishes, and Parisian patisserie. Each trail is
an itinerary, detailing when and where to indulge in the local specialties. There are 52 trails, each
with gorgeous photography, a bespoke map, expert writing and practical details of how to get there
and where to stay. This is the second in Lonely Planet's Perfect Weekends series, following the
critically acclaimed Wine Trails. The 52 itineraries cover the whole globe. In the Americas we try
seafood chowder in Maine; creole and cajun food in the Deep South; barbecue in Texas; and
Hawaii's island food among other taste sensations. In Europe we discover the mouthwatering
cuisines of Crete, Italy, Denmark, England, Spain, Germany, Iceland, Ireland and other countries.
Prepare for spice in Asia as we go to India, Vietnam and Malaysia for street food; Japan for sushi and
South Korea for barbecue. In Australia and New Zealand, experiences include the farm-to-table
scene in Tasmania, Melbourne's melting pot of cuisines and seafood in Auckland. Wherever you are
in the world, there will be trip Each itinerary features about a dozen stops, including food markets,
must-visit restaurants and shops or opportunities to meet food makers or providers. Each is
reviewed by Lonely Planet's authors who have visited the place. Practical details are provided so
readers can make bookings and tailor their own trips. A section at the end of each itinerary suggests
places to stay and lists events that take place during the year. Great photography adds visual appeal
to every itinerary, each of which has an illustrated map, showing the route hungry travellers should
take. For foodies looking for inspiration for their next weekend away, and ideas for new cuisines to
taste and share, Food Trails will be the source of many happy faces and full stomachs! About Lonely
Planet: Started in 1973, Lonely Planet has become the world's leading travel guide publisher with
guidebooks to every destination on the planet, gift and lifestyle books and stationery, as well as an
award-winning website, magazines, a suite of mobile and digital travel products, and a dedicated
traveller community. Lonely Planet's mission is to enable curious travellers to experience the world
and to truly get to the heart of the places they find themselves in. TripAdvisor Travelers' Choice
Awards 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 winner in Favorite Travel Guide category 'Lonely Planet guides
are, quite simply, like no other.' - New York Times 'Lonely Planet. It's on everyone's bookshelves; it's
in every traveller's hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's everywhere, and it's telling
entire generations of people how to travel the world.' - Fairfax Media (Australia) Important Notice:
The digital edition of this book may not contain all of the images found in the physical edition.
  the bowery hotel history: Leslie's History of the Greater New York Daniel Van Pelt, 1898
  the bowery hotel history: The Pageant of America, a Pictorial History of the United States ,
1929
  the bowery hotel history: Modern Music and Musicians: Encyclopedia: v. 1. A history of music;
special articles; great composers; v. 2. Religious music of the world; vocal music and musicians; the
opera; history and guide; v. 3. The theory of music; piano technique; special articles; modern
instruments; anecdotes of musicians; dictionary. (musical terms and biography) Louis Charles Elson,
1912
  the bowery hotel history: History of Paterson and Its Environs (the Silk City) William Nelson,
Charles Anthony Shriner, 1920
  the bowery hotel history: The Godfather David S. J. Hodgson, 2005-10 It's all about respect
with this game based on Mario Puzo's Godfather. This official game guide includes detailed maps,
tips for completing every objective and mini-mission, and a complete character customization
tutorial.
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both old and new, filled with trendy restaurants
Save the Bowery! — Bowery Alliance of Neighbors David Mulkins’ wonderful new book, The
Bowery, is filled with extremely rare images that, along with the informative text, illuminate the
history of this important thoroughfare
bowery - Wiktionary, the free dictionary   bowery (comparative bowerier or more bowery,
superlative boweriest or most bowery) Sheltered by trees; leafy; shady. quotations
Bowery - Wikipedia While the films themselves weren't always set in the Bowery neighborhood of
New York City, the name "Bowery Boys" was a nod to the characters' origins as Bowery B'hoys, a
type of street
44 Photos Of The Bowery, New York City's Most Infamous Slum   After reading about the
history of the Bowery, look through these 27 images from when punk ruled New York. Or, enjoy
these incredible images of New York City — before it
From Dutch Farms to Modern Marvel: The Bowery's The Bowery in New York City, initially a
17th-century Dutch settlement, holds a significant place in shaping the city’s cultural and
architectural heritage. Originally named “Bouwerij” (an old Dutch
BOWERY Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster The meaning of BOWERY is a colonial
Dutch plantation or farm. How to use bowery in a sentence
The Bowery: A comprehensive history of New York City’s   Today, most New Yorkers view the
Bowery as the site of constant construction, home to modern hotels, upscale stores, and $17 million
penthouse apartments. However, the
Bowery NYC History: Fun Facts and Insights Read on to learn about the storied past and
dynamic present of the Bowery, home to Ainslie Brooklyn’s vibrant Manhattan location. Here are a
few fun facts and insights that make up this
The Bowery: A Historic Street in Manhattan – New York City   The Bowery, one of Manhattan
‘s oldest streets, holds a significant place in the history and cultural evolution of New York City.
Stretching from Chatham Square in the south
10 Things To See And Do In The Bowery - Culture Trip   Today, the Bowery is as much a
reflection of the past as it is an exciting ode to the future. The block is a beautiful combination of
both old and new, filled with trendy restaurants
Save the Bowery! — Bowery Alliance of Neighbors David Mulkins’ wonderful new book, The
Bowery, is filled with extremely rare images that, along with the informative text, illuminate the
history of this important thoroughfare
bowery - Wiktionary, the free dictionary   bowery (comparative bowerier or more bowery,
superlative boweriest or most bowery) Sheltered by trees; leafy; shady. quotations

Related to the bowery hotel history
Jack and Sailor Brinkley-Cook host blow-out circus-themed Halloween bash at the Bowery
Hotel (Page Six11mon) Supermodel Christie Brinkley’s kids Jack and Sailor Brinkley-Cook, along
with pals, nightlife aficionados Greg Stamato and Isaiah Trusty, held a Halloween bash at
Jack and Sailor Brinkley-Cook host blow-out circus-themed Halloween bash at the Bowery
Hotel (Page Six11mon) Supermodel Christie Brinkley’s kids Jack and Sailor Brinkley-Cook, along
with pals, nightlife aficionados Greg Stamato and Isaiah Trusty, held a Halloween bash at
New York’s Latest Micro Hotel Brings Cozy Innovation To The Bowery (Yahoo5mon) In a city
where space is scarce and hotel prices continue to soar, a new hospitality concept has found its
home on New York’s oldest street. Now Now NoHo, a sleeper cabin hotel, opened its doors on
New York’s Latest Micro Hotel Brings Cozy Innovation To The Bowery (Yahoo5mon) In a city
where space is scarce and hotel prices continue to soar, a new hospitality concept has found its
home on New York’s oldest street. Now Now NoHo, a sleeper cabin hotel, opened its doors on
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