the batboy by mike lupica

The Batboy by Mike Lupica: A Deep Dive into the Beloved Sports Novel

the batboy by mike lupica is a standout novel that has captured the hearts of
young readers and sports enthusiasts alike. Known for his engaging
storytelling and relatable characters, Mike Lupica brings to life a tale that
combines the thrill of baseball with the challenges of growing up. This book
is more than just a sports story; it’s a journey through friendship,
perseverance, and the ups and downs of chasing your dreams.

Understanding the Essence of The Batboy by Mike
Lupica

At its core, the batboy by mike lupica is a coming-of-age story set against
the backdrop of America’s favorite pastime—baseball. The narrative centers on
a young boy who lands the coveted role of batboy for a professional baseball
team, thrusting him into a world he’'s always dreamed about but never fully
understood. Lupica’s writing brings authenticity to the sports scenes, making
readers feel the excitement of the game and the tension in the dugout.

The Plot and Its Appeal

The story follows the protagonist’s journey as he navigates the challenges of
being the team’s batboy. It’s not just about fetching bats and balls; it’s
about proving himself to teammates, coaches, and even his own family. The
batboy by mike lupica explores themes such as courage, loyalty, and the
importance of hard work. These universal themes resonate with readers,
especially middle-grade and young adult audiences who are figuring out their
own identities and aspirations.

Relatable Characters and Real-Life Lessons

One of the strengths of the batboy by mike lupica is its well-developed
characters. The main character is someone readers can root for—flawed,
ambitious, and full of heart. Through his eyes, readers experience the highs
of hitting a home run and the lows of dealing with disappointment. Supporting
characters, including teammates and family members, add depth to the story
and mirror real-life dynamics found in sports and personal relationships.



Mike Lupica’s Unique Approach to Sports Fiction

Mike Lupica is renowned for his ability to write sports fiction that appeals
to both avid sports fans and readers who might not be as familiar with
athletics. The batboy by mike lupica is a testament to his skill in blending
sports action with heartfelt storytelling. His background as a sports
columnist informs his vivid descriptions and authentic dialogue, making the
baseball scenes come alive.

Bringing Baseball to Life for Young Readers

Lupica’s writing style is accessible and engaging, making the complexities of
baseball understandable without dumbing down the sport. For kids who might be
new to baseball, the batboy by mike lupica serves as an inviting
introduction. The book explains key aspects of the game and the roles within
a team, like that of a batboy, which is often overlooked in other sports
novels.

Balancing Drama and Humor

A notable feature of the batboy by mike lupica is its perfect balance between
drama and humor. While the story tackles serious themes such as bullying,
self-doubt, and family struggles, Lupica infuses moments of lightheartedness
and wit. This balance keeps readers engaged and helps to portray a realistic
view of growing up, where challenges are met with resilience and sometimes a
good laugh.

Why The Batboy by Mike Lupica Resonates with
Readers

The appeal of the batboy by mike lupica extends beyond just the baseball
field. Readers find themselves drawn into the emotional journey and the
relatable struggles of the protagonist. The book’s success can be attributed
to several key factors that make it a beloved choice for schools, libraries,
and young sports fans.

Inspiring Themes That Transcend Sports

While baseball is the setting, the batboy by mike lupica touches on life
lessons that resonate universally. Themes like teamwork, integrity, and
overcoming obstacles are woven throughout the narrative. These messages



encourage readers to apply the book’s insights to their own lives, whether
they play sports or not.

Accessibility for Middle-Grade Readers

The writing is tailored for middle-grade readers, making it a perfect pick
for kids aged 8-12 who are transitioning to longer, more complex books. The
batboy by mike lupica uses clear language and a fast-paced plot to hold the
attention of young readers, while still providing enough depth to provoke
thought and discussion.

Encouraging a Love for Reading and Sports

Books like the batboy by mike lupica play a crucial role in fostering a love
for reading among children who might be more inclined toward sports than
literature. By combining these interests, Lupica helps bridge the gap and
shows that books can be just as exciting as a game on the field.

Tips for Parents and Educators Using The Batboy
by Mike Lupica

If you're a parent or teacher looking to introduce the batboy by mike lupica
to young readers, there are several ways to maximize its impact.

e Discussion Questions: After reading, ask kids about the challenges the
main character faces and how they relate to their own experiences.

e Connect to Real Baseball: Use the book as a springboard to talk about
baseball rules, positions, and teamwork, making the story more
interactive.

e Encourage Journaling: Have young readers write about a time they
overcame a challenge or felt part of a team, linking their experiences
to the batboy’s journey.

e Explore Themes: Discuss themes like perseverance and friendship to
deepen understanding and empathy.



Incorporating the Book into Classroom Activities

Teachers can integrate the batboy by mike lupica into lesson plans by pairing
it with writing prompts, group projects, or even organizing a baseball-themed
event. This approach makes learning immersive and fun, while also enhancing
literacy skills.

Where to Find The Batboy by Mike Lupica and
Related Resources

Thanks to its popularity, the batboy by mike lupica is widely available in
bookstores, libraries, and online retailers. Many editions come with
discussion guides and author interviews that provide additional insights into
the story and its creation.

For those interested in expanding their reading list, Mike Lupica has a range
of sports-themed books that share a similar tone and appeal. Exploring these
titles can keep young readers engaged and deepen their appreciation for
sports literature.

The batboy by mike lupica stands out as a compelling and heartwarming read
that captures the spirit of baseball and the journey of growing up. Its blend
of authentic sports action, relatable characters, and meaningful themes
ensures it remains a favorite for readers who love a good story both on and
off the field. Whether you’re a young baseball fan or simply looking for an
inspiring book, this novel offers a memorable experience that resonates long
after the last page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Batboy' by Mike
Lupica?

The main theme of 'The Batboy' is overcoming adversity and the importance of
perseverance, as the protagonist faces challenges related to his autism while
pursuing his dream of playing baseball.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Batboy' and what
makes him unique?

The protagonist is Pete Young, a boy with autism who becomes a batboy for a
major league baseball team. His unique perspective and determination make him
stand out.



How does Mike Lupica portray autism in 'The Batboy'?

Mike Lupica portrays autism with sensitivity and realism, showing Pete's
challenges and strengths, helping readers understand the condition through
Pete's experiences.

What role does baseball play in the story of 'The
Batboy'?

Baseball serves as both a backdrop and a catalyst for Pete's growth and
social connections, highlighting the sport's power to bring people together
and inspire.

Is 'The Batboy' by Mike Lupica suitable for middle-
grade readers?

Yes, 'The Batboy' is suitable for middle-grade readers, offering an engaging
story with themes of inclusion, friendship, and resilience that resonate with
that age group.

Additional Resources

The Batboy by Mike Lupica: A Deep Dive into the Sports-Themed Coming-of-Age
Novel

the batboy by mike lupica stands out in the realm of young adult sports
literature, blending the thrill of baseball with the nuanced challenges of
adolescence. Mike Lupica, a renowned sports columnist and author, has crafted
a narrative that appeals not only to sports enthusiasts but also to readers
seeking a heartfelt story about perseverance, identity, and growth. This
article aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the novel, exploring its
themes, character development, and how it fits within the broader genre of
sports fiction.

Exploring the Storyline and Setting

At the core of the batboy by mike lupica is the journey of a young
protagonist who becomes entwined with the world of professional baseball. The
story is set against the backdrop of a major league team, offering readers an
immersive experience into the high-stakes atmosphere of America's favorite
pastime. Lupica’s vivid descriptions of the baseball diamond, locker rooms,
and the bustling stadiums serve to create an authentic environment that
enhances the narrative’s realism.

The plot follows the protagonist’s evolution from a curious and determined
batboy to someone who confronts personal and external challenges. This



transformation is central to the novel’s appeal, as it captures the universal
struggle of growing up while navigating the pressures of sports and personal
expectations.

Character Development and Themes

The Protagonist’s Arc

One of the standout features of the batboy by mike lupica is its well-rounded
character development. The main character is portrayed with depth and
relatability, embodying the excitement and uncertainty typical of
adolescence. Through interactions with players, coaches, and family, readers
witness a complex journey marked by ambition, friendship, and self-discovery.

Lupica’'s portrayal of the protagonist avoids clichés often found in sports
fiction. Instead, the character is presented with vulnerabilities and

strengths that resonate with a young audience, making the story not just
about baseball but about personal growth.

Underlying Themes

Several themes weave throughout the narrative, enriching the story’s impact:
e Perseverance: The protagonist’s determination to overcome obstacles
mirrors the challenges faced by athletes and young people alike.

e Identity and Belonging: Navigating the world of professional sports
serves as a metaphor for the search for self and acceptance.

e Mentorship and Friendship: The relationships formed within the team
highlight the importance of support systems in achieving goals.

e Ethics and Integrity: The novel subtly addresses issues of fairness and
sportsmanship, providing valuable lessons for its readers.

Mike Lupica’s Writing Style and Narrative
Techniques

Lupica’s background as a sports journalist is evident in the crisp, engaging



prose that drives the batboy by mike lupica. His ability to translate complex
game dynamics into accessible language enables readers who may not be
familiar with baseball to connect with the story.

The narrative is paced effectively, balancing action-packed game sequences
with quieter, introspective moments. This rhythm maintains reader interest
and allows for character development without sacrificing excitement.

Additionally, Lupica’s use of dialogue contributes to authentic character
voices, making interactions feel natural and dynamic. The supporting cast,
including teammates and family members, are given distinct personalities,
enriching the overall narrative fabric.

Comparative Analysis: The Batboy in the
Landscape of Sports Fiction

When placed alongside other young adult sports novels, the batboy by mike
lupica holds a unique position. Unlike some sports stories that focus solely
on athletic achievement, Lupica integrates the sport into a broader coming-
of-age framework.

For instance, compared to classics like Mike Lupica’s own “Travel Team” or
contemporary works such as Matt Christopher’s baseball series, the batboy
offers a more nuanced exploration of behind-the-scenes baseball life. This
insider perspective provides readers with fresh insights into the sport’s
culture and the lesser-known roles within a team.

The novel’s appeal also crosses demographic boundaries, attracting readers
interested in personal stories as much as those drawn to sports narratives.

Its balance of technical accuracy and emotional depth makes it a valuable
addition to school reading lists and youth libraries.

Strengths and Potential Limitations

e Strengths:
o Engaging, realistic portrayal of baseball and team dynamics
o Strong character development that resonates with young readers

o Accessible language suitable for middle-grade and young adult
audiences

o Incorporation of relevant life lessons without feeling didactic



e Potential Limitations:

o Readers unfamiliar or uninterested in baseball may find some
sections less engaging

o The focus on baseball-specific terminology might require additional
explanation for younger readers

o Some plot elements follow familiar sports fiction tropes, which
might feel predictable to seasoned readers

Audience Reception and Educational Value

The batboy by mike lupica has been well-received by readers and educators
alike. Its accessibility and relatable themes make it a popular choice for
classroom discussions centered on perseverance, teamwork, and ethical
decision-making.

Parents and teachers often highlight the book’s ability to encourage
reluctant readers, especially boys, to engage with literature through the

lens of sports. Furthermore, Lupica’s authentic depiction of baseball culture
contributes to its credibility and educational richness.

Integration in Curricula

Several schools have incorporated the batboy into their reading programs,
leveraging its sports theme to motivate students. The novel serves as a
springboard for discussions on:

e Goal-setting and overcoming adversity

e The importance of mentorship and role models

e Balancing personal ambition with team loyalty

e Understanding sportsmanship and ethics in competitive environments

These thematic explorations enrich students’ critical thinking and empathy
skills, demonstrating the novel'’s value beyond entertainment.



The Batboy’s Place in Mike Lupica’s Body of
Work

Mike Lupica is celebrated for his extensive contributions to sports
literature for young readers. The batboy continues this tradition, showcasing
his expertise in combining sports knowledge with compelling storytelling.

Compared to Lupica’s other works, the batboy offers a distinctive perspective
by focusing on a support role within the baseball hierarchy rather than the
star athlete. This shift allows for fresh narrative possibilities and
highlights the diverse experiences within sports teams.

Lupica’s consistent focus on character-driven stories that emphasize moral
lessons and resilience cements his reputation as a leading author in the
genre.

In sum, the batboy by mike lupica is a thoughtfully crafted novel that
captures the essence of baseball while delving into the complexities of youth
and self-discovery. Its blend of sport, character depth, and meaningful
themes ensures it remains a relevant and engaging read for young audiences
and sports fans alike.

The Batboy By Mike Lupica

the batboy by mike lupica: The Batboy Mike Lupica, 2010-03-09 From the #1 New York Times
bestselling author of Heat, Travel Team and Million-Dollar Throw. Brian is living every baseball kid's
dream: he is a batboy for his hometown Major League team. Brian believes that it's the perfect thing
to bring him and his big-leaguer dad closer together. And if that weren't enough, this is the season
that Hank Bishop, Brian's baseball hero, returns to the Tigers for the comeback of a lifetime. The
summer couldn't get much better! Until Hank Bishop starts to show his true colors, and Brian learns
that sometimes life throws you a curveball.

the batboy by mike lupica: The Batboy Mike Lupica, 2010 Even though his mother feels
baseball ruined her marriage to his father, she allows fourteen-year-old Brian to become a bat boy
for the Detroit Tigers, who have just drafted his favorite player back onto the team.

the batboy by mike lupica: The Batboy Mike Lupica, 2011-06-24 Even though his mother
feels baseball ruined her marriage to his father, she allows fourteen-year-old Brian to become a
batboy fo the Detroit Tigers, who have just drafted his favorite player back onto the team.

the batboy by mike lupica: The Batboy Mike Lupica, 2011-02-22 From the #1 New York Times
bestselling author of Heat, Travel Team and Million-Dollar Throw. Brian is living every baseball kid's
dream: he is a batboy for his hometown Major League team. Brian believes that it's the perfect thing
to bring him and his big-leaguer dad closer together. And if that weren't enough, this is the season
that Hank Bishop, Brian's baseball hero, returns to the Tigers for the comeback of a lifetime. The
summer couldn't get much better! Until Hank Bishop starts to show his true colors, and Brian learns
that sometimes life throws you a curveball.


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-153/the-batboy-by-mike-lupica.pdf

the batboy by mike lupica: Defending Champ Mike Lupica, 2022-09-13 In this follow up to
Triple Threat, New York Times bestseller Mike Lupica takes us to the soccer field in another
empowering story--now in paperback! Fresh off her football victory as QB, twelve-year-old Alex
Carlisle is on cloud nine. But with football season over, Alex is ready to get back on the field on the
spring for soccer. But after tryouts, with Alex back on her old team, she and her teammates find out
that athletic funding has been cut in Orrville, and girls soccer is one of the first teams to go. Now,
Alex knows playing soccer is about more than just healthy competition—it’s about fighting for their
right to play. Why should the girls team be first to get cut? So the soccer girls hatch a plan. The girls
team versus the boys team; if the girls can raise enough money, they will fund their own season. But
Alex soon realizes that her plan to save the girls team has consequences. Will Alex be able to figure
out a way so that everyone gets the chance to play? Or will the girls be the ones left out?

the batboy by mike lupica: Heat Mike Lupica, 2007-03-01 The #1 Bestseller! Michael Arroyo
has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with aspirations of leading his team all the way to
the Little League World Series. But his firepower is nothing compared to the heat Michael faces in
his day-to-day life. Newly orphaned after his father led the family’s escape from Cuba, Michael’s only
family is his seventeen-yearold brother Carlos. If Social Services hears of their situation, they will be
separated in the foster-care system—or worse, sent back to Cuba. Together, the boys carry on alone,
dodging bills and anyone who asks too many questions. But then someone wonders how a
twelve-year-old boy could possibly throw with as much power as Michael Arroyo throws. With no
way to prove his age, no birth certificate, and no parent to fight for his cause, Michael’s secret world
is blown wide open, and he discovers that family can come from the most unexpected sources.
Perfect for any Little Leaguer with dreams of making it big--as well as for fans of Mike Lupica's
other New York Times bestsellers Travel Team, The Big Field, The Underdogs, Million-Dollar Throw,
and The Game Changers series, this cheer-worthy baseball story shows that when the game knocks
you down, champions stand tall.

the batboy by mike lupica: Fantasy League Mike Lupica, 2015-07-14 From the #1 New York
Times bestselling author of HEAT, TRAVEL TEAM and MILLION-DOLLAR THROW comes a story of
every football kid’s dream come true. 12-year-old Charlie is a fantasy football guru. He may be just a
bench warmer for his school's football team, but when it comes to knowing and loving the game, he's
first-string. He even becomes a celebrity when his podcast gets noticed by a sports radio host, who
plays Charlie's fantasy picks for all of Los Angeles to hear. Soon Charlie befriends the elderly owner
of the L.A. Bulldogs -- a fictional NFL team -- and convinces him to take a chance on an aging
quarterback. After that, watch out . . . it's press conferences and national fame as Charlie becomes a
media curiosity and source of conflict for the Bulldogs general manager, whose job Charlie seems to
have taken. It's all a bit much for a kid just trying to stay on top of his grades and maintain his
friendship with his verbal sparring partner, Anna. Like the best Disney film in book form, like
Moneyball for kids, Fantasy League is every football kid's dream scenario. “Lupica is the greatest
sports writer for middle school readers.” -VOYA

the batboy by mike lupica: Get Those Guys Reading! Kathleen A. Baxter, Marcia Agness
Kochel, 2012-05-07 Want to identify fiction books that boys in grades three through nine will find
irresistible? This guide reveals dozens of worthwhile recommendations in categories ranging from
adventure stories and sports novels to horror, humorous, and science fiction books. In Get Those
Guys Reading!: Fiction and Series Books that Boys Will Love, authors Kathleen A. Baxter and Marcia
A. Kochel provide compelling and current reading suggestions for younger boys—information that
educators, librarians, and parents alike are desperate for. Comprising titles that are almost all
well-reviewed in at least one major professional journal, or that are such big hits with kids that
they've received the stamp of approval from the most important reviewers, this book will be
invaluable to anyone whose goal is to help boys develop a healthy enthusiasm for reading. It includes
chapters on adventure books; animal stories; graphic novels; historical fiction; humorous books;
mystery, horror, and suspense titles; science fiction and fantasy; and sports novels. Within each
chapter, the selections are further divided into books for younger readers (grades 3-6) and titles for




older boys in grades 5-8. Elementary and middle school librarians and teachers, public librarians,
Title One teachers, and parents of boys in grades 3-9 will all benefit greatly from having this book at
hand.

the batboy by mike lupica: QB 1 Mike Lupica, 2014-09-02 From #1 New York Times
bestselling author of TRAVEL TEAM, HEAT, and MILLION-DOLLAR THROW comes a cheer-worthy,
family-friendly football novel set amid the Friday Night Lights world of Texas high school football
Jake Cullen is a freshman quarterback playing high school football in Texas, the high-pressure land
of Friday Night Lights. He is also the brother of Wyatt Cullen, who quarterbacked his team to the
Texas State Championship last season--not to mention the son of former NFL quarterback and local
legend, Troy Cullen. To be a Cullen in Texas is to be football royalty . . . which leaves 14-year-old
Jake in a Texas-sized shadow. Being a good teammate comes naturally to Jake; being a winner and a
celebrity does not. Jake may be a Cullen, and he may play quarterback, but he is not his brother or
his father. He's just like every other kid: fighting for every ounce of respect, awkward around a
pretty girl, in awe of his famous family, and desparate to simultaneously blend in and cast his own
shadow. Inspired by the real-life Manning family of quarterbacks and set amid the football-crazy
culture of Texas, QB 1 is a coming-of-age story perfect for the fan of MILLION-DOLLAR THROW and
HEAT.

the batboy by mike lupica: Mike Lupica Cathleen Small, 2014-08-01 Prominent sports writer
for the New York Daily News and author of adult and young adult books including Travel Team,
Heat, and Miracle on 49th Street.

the batboy by mike lupica: ALSC's Popular Picks for Young Readers Diane Foote, Association
for Library Service to Children, 2014-03-13 Featuring contributions by active librarians from around
the country, this guide offers a goldmine of quality books for children, spotlighting more than 500
titles published within the last four years.

the batboy by mike lupica: Game Seven Paul Volponi, 2016-03 Originally published: New
York: Viking, 2015.

the batboy by mike lupica: The Common Core Grammar Toolkit Sean Ruday, 2013-08-16 The
Common Core’s language standards can seem overwhelming—students need to learn specific,
complex grammar rules at each grade level. The Common Core Grammar Toolkit to the rescue! This
comprehensive guide makes grammar instruction fun and meaningful. You will learn how to... Teach
the Common Core’s language standards for grades 3-5 by presenting each grammar rule as a useful
writing tool. Use mentor texts—excerpts from great literature—to help students understand
grammar in action. Promote metacognition along the way, so that students become responsible for
their own learning. Throughout the book, you'll find step-by-step recommendations for teaching each
of the grammar tools, plus classroom snapshots that show you the tools in action, and handy
templates that you can use in the classroom. Bonus! The book includes a free annotated
bibliography, which is offered as a Supplemental Download on our website. The bibliography lists
high-quality young adult literature and gives examples of key grammatical concepts found in each
work. It also provides the Common Core Language Standard associated with those concepts!

the batboy by mike lupica: The Elementary School Grammar Toolkit Sean Ruday,
2020-05-11 Teaching grammar can be overwhelming and is often an overlooked part of effective
instruction. The Elementary School Grammar Toolkit to the rescue! Now in its second edition, this
comprehensive guide makes grammar instruction fun and meaningful. You will learn how to... ¢
Teach grammar in a practical way to help students grow as readers and writers by presenting each
grammar rule as a useful writing tool. * Use mentor texts—excerpts from great literature—to help
students understand grammar in action. * Promote metacognition along the way so that students
become responsible for their own learning. * Implement innovative instructional strategies and tools
aligned with Common Core and other state standards. Throughout the book, you'll find step-by-step
recommendations for teaching each of the grammar tools to help students meet the Common Core
State Standards and other state language standards for grades three to five, plus classroom
snapshots that show you the tools in action, handy templates that you can use in the classroom, and



new tips for extra support at the end of every chapter. New! The second edition features revised
classroom snapshots and exemplars to showcase successful practices, new visuals, more free charts
and activities, and new Bonus Tips for Support in each chapter, with extra practices and strategies
to use with students who need extra support. The expanded, free annotated bibliography is updated
to include contemporary, high-quality children’s and young adult literature and gives examples of
key grammatical concepts found in each work. These resources are available as supplemental
downloads on our website.

the batboy by mike lupica: Jim Trelease's Read-Aloud Handbook Jim Trelease, Cyndi Giorgis,
2019-09-03 The classic million-copy bestselling handbook on reading aloud to children--revised and
updated for a new generation of readers Recommended by Dear Abby upon its first publication in
1982, millions of parents and educators have turned to Jim Trelease's beloved classic for more than
three decades to help countless children become avid readers through awakening their imaginations
and improving their language skills. Jim Trelease's Read-Aloud Handbook, updated and revised by
education specialist Cyndi Giorgis, discusses the benefits, the rewards, and the importance of
reading aloud to children of a new generation. Supported by delightful anecdotes as well as the
latest research, an updated treasury of book recommendations curated with an eye for diversity, Jim
Trelease's Read-Aloud Handbook offers proven techniques and strategies for helping children of all
backgrounds and abilities discover the pleasures of reading and setting them on the road to
becoming lifelong readers.

the batboy by mike lupica: Triple Threat Mike Lupica, 2021-08-10 From New York Times
bestselling author Mike Lupica, comes a timely story about a young girl who joins the boys football
team. With Mike's signature fast-paced, heartfelt writing, he expertly explores gender inequality in
football with nonstop sports action. When twelve-year-old Alex makes up her mind to join her middle
school's football team, she doesn't expect it to be easy. But she also never anticipated she'd be met
with scorn and derision from her exclusively male teammates. Football has always been a source of
happiness for Alex. She and her single father never miss a Steelers game on TV, and Alex knows she
has a talent for throwing the perfect spiral. But the guys suck the joy right out of the game for
Alex--going out of their way to trip her up during tryouts, and teaming up against her just to watch
her fail. Suddenly, Alex is the lowest she's ever felt. But if getting QB is worth it to her, she's going
to have to fight for it.

the batboy by mike lupica: No Slam Dunk Mike Lupica, 2019-08-20 A sure-fire hit with
readers who love sports. -Booklist A fast-paced, heartfelt story for basketball fans that proves being
a good teammate remains the most important quality in basketball--and in life, from New York Times
bestselling author Mike Lupica. Wes' father always told him that there was only one ball in
basketball. That you had to know when to take it yourself and when to give it up, that finding the
right balance was key. So at every practice and game, Wes tries his best to be a good basketball
player and, above all, a good teammate. As the season kicks off, Wes finds that not everyone on his
team has the same idea. All-star player and the Hawks' point guard, Danilo Dinero Rey seems
determined to hold the spotlight and the ball, even if it means costing his team the game. If the
Hawks are going to make it to the playoffs, Wes will need an assist--even if it means his most
important one comes off the court. In No Slam Dunk, #1 New York Times bestseller Mike Lupica
demonstrates once again that there is no children's sports novelist today who can match his ability
to weave a story of vivid sports action and heartfelt emotion. A touching story about teamwork and
family, of selfishness and generosity, No Slam Dunk shows that even in the face of adversity, giving
your best is the surest way to victory. Praise for Mike Lupica: -Lupica is the greatest sports writer
for middle school readers.--VOYA on True Legend -Lupica will win a Pulitzer for his sportswriting
one day (he should have won it already).--The New York Times on Heat

the batboy by mike lupica: Soar Joan Bauer, 2017-01-03 Newbery Honor winner Joan Bauer
hits a home run with her newest protagonist, who always sees the positive side of any situation.
Jeremiah is not one to let anything keep him down. Starting with his adoption by computer genius
Walt, Jeremiah has looked on his life as a series of lucky breaks. When a weak heart keeps him from



playing his beloved baseball, Jeremiah appoints himself the team coach. When Walt has to move for
another new assignment, Jeremiah sees it as a great chance to explore a new town. But no sooner do
they arrive than a doping scandel is revealed and the town feels betrayed and disgraced. Jeremiah
takes it as his personal mission to restore the town's morale and help the teams bounce back and
remember how to soar. Full of humor, heart, and baseball lore, Soar is Joan Bauer at her best.

the batboy by mike lupica: Fast Break Mike Lupica, 2016-08-23 From the #1 bestselling
author of Heat, Travel Team and Million-Dollar Throw comes a feel-good basketball tale reminiscent
of The Blind Side. Forced to live on his own after his mom dies and her boyfriend abandons him,
12-year-old Jayson does whatever it takes to get by. He will do anything to avoid the foster care
system. He manages to get away with his deception until the day he gets caught stealing a new pair
of basketball sneakers. Game over. Within a day a social worker places him with a family from the
other side of town, the Lawtons. New home, new school, new teammates. Jayson, at first, is
combatative, testing the Lawtons' patience at every turn. He wants out, yet the Lawtons refuse to
take the bait. But not everyone in Jayson's new life is so ready to trust him. It's on Jayson to believe
that he deserves a better life than the one he once had. The ultimate prize if he can? A trip to play in
the state finals at Cameron Indoor Stadium-home to the Duke Blue Devils and launching pad to his
dream of playing bigtime college ball. Getting there will be a journey that reaches far beyond the
basketball court. Eager fans will find this a slam-dunk. A must-purchase.-Booklist Lupica's
announcer-like delivery will have you breathless, on the edge of your seat, cheering.--Florida
Times-Union

the batboy by mike lupica: Lone Stars Mike Lupica, 2018-08-21 An uplifting story about role
models, football, and tackling fear set in the heart of Friday Night Lights country—from the
bestselling author of Heat, Travel Team, and Fantasy League. Clay is a quarterback's dream. When
he zips across the field, arms outstretched, waiting for the ball to sail into his hands, there's no
denying him the catch. Like most Texans, Clay is never more at home than when playing football.
And his coach, a former star player for the Dallas Cowboys, is just like a second father. But as the
football season kicks off, Clay begins to notice some odd behavior from his coach--lapses in his
memory and strange mood swings. The conclusion is painful, but obvious: Coach Cooper is showing
side effects of the many concussions he sustained during his playing days. As Clay's season wears
on, it becomes clear that the real victory will be to help his coach walk onto that famous star logo in
the middle of Cowboys Field one last time--during a Thanksgiving day ceremony honoring him and
his former Super Bowl-winning teammates. In Lone Stars, #1 New York Times bestseller Mike
Lupica demonstrates once again that there is no children's sports novelist today who can match his
ability to weave a story of vivid sports action and heartfelt emotion. A touching story that proves life
is bigger than a game. Praise for Lone Stars Lupica has crafted another fine sports story for the
middle school reader.—VOYA Young readers, no matter their level of interest in the game, will be
drawn in by this touching, timely story.—Booklist There is plenty of great football action to keep the
sports enthusiasts engaged, and the information about concussive injury is easily understood and
applied. This is an entertaining read that also imparts an important message.—School Library
Connection
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