study of acts 2

Study of Acts 2: Unlocking the Power and Promise of Pentecost

study of acts 2 invites us into one of the most pivotal moments in the early
Christian church. This chapter not only marks the dramatic arrival of the
Holy Spirit but also sets the foundation for the church’s mission and
expansion. For anyone interested in biblical studies, theology, or
understanding the roots of Christian faith, diving deep into Acts chapter 2
offers rich insights. Whether you’re a student of scripture or simply curious
about this transformative event, exploring the themes, context, and
significance of Acts 2 can be both enlightening and inspiring.

Understanding the Historical and Spiritual
Context of Acts 2

To truly appreciate the study of Acts 2, it’s essential to grasp the
background against which these events unfolded. Acts, often called the Acts
of the Apostles, is a continuation of the Gospel of Luke and chronicles the
early days of the Christian movement after Jesus’ resurrection and ascension.

The Day of Pentecost: Timing and Significance

Acts 2 describes the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, a
Jewish festival celebrated fifty days after Passover. Pentecost, also known
as the Feast of Weeks, was a harvest festival commemorating the giving of the
Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. This connection between the giving of the Law
and the outpouring of the Spirit is deeply symbolic—where the Law once
defined the people of God, the Spirit now empowers them.

Understanding this festival's significance helps illuminate why the Spirit’s
arrival was so transformational. The disciples were gathered in one place,
praying and waiting, when suddenly the Holy Spirit descended like a mighty
rushing wind. Tongues of fire appeared, and they began speaking in various
languages. This supernatural event signaled the birth of a new covenant
community empowered by God.

The Role of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2

One of the core themes in the study of Acts 2 is the manifestation of the
Holy Spirit. Unlike the 0ld Testament, where the Spirit’s presence was
selective and temporary, Acts 2 highlights a dramatic shift. The Spirit is
given universally to believers, equipping them for ministry, bold



proclamation, and unity.

The Spirit’s arrival fulfills Jesus’ promise in John 14:26 and 16:7, where He
assured His followers that the Advocate would come to teach, guide, and
empower them. This moment marks the beginning of the Spirit-empowered church,
setting a precedent for how Christians understand spiritual gifts and divine
guidance.

Key Elements in the Study of Acts 2

When studying Acts 2, several distinctive elements stand out, each
contributing to a fuller understanding of the chapter’s impact and meaning.

The Phenomenon of Speaking in Tongues

One of the most talked-about aspects of Acts 2 is the disciples speaking in
different languages or “tongues.” This miraculous ability allowed them to
communicate with Jews from various regions who had gathered in Jerusalem for
Pentecost. The significance here goes beyond the miracle itself-it
demonstrates the universal scope of the gospel.

The gift of tongues in Acts 2 is not just a sign; it’s a tool for evangelism.
The disciples’ sudden ability to speak in multiple languages breaks down
barriers and signals that the gospel message is for all nations, transcending
cultural and linguistic divides.

Peter’s Sermon: The First Public Proclamation of the
Gospel

Following the Spirit’s arrival, Peter stands up to address the crowd. His
sermon is a masterclass in biblical interpretation and evangelism. He
explains the events by referencing the prophet Joel, highlighting the
fulfillment of prophecy, and boldly proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah.

Peter’s speech is crucial in the study of Acts 2 because it reveals how early
believers connected Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection with 0ld Testament
promises. His call to repentance and baptism results in about three thousand
people joining the movement that day—a staggering response that underscores
the gospel’s power.

Community Life and Fellowship in the Early Church

Acts 2 also offers a glimpse into the communal life of the first Christians.



Verses 42-47 describe their devotion to teaching, fellowship, breaking of
bread, and prayer. They shared possessions, cared for one another’s needs,
and praised God together.

This description sets a model for Christian community that many find
inspiring. The early church’s unity, generosity, and spiritual vitality
become a benchmark for believers throughout history. Studying these verses
encourages reflection on how modern faith communities can embody similar
values.

Practical Insights for Modern Readers

Studying Acts 2 isn’t just an academic exercise; it brings practical lessons
relevant to believers today.

Embracing the Empowerment of the Holy Spirit

Acts 2 challenges Christians to seek the empowerment of the Holy Spirit in
their daily lives. The Spirit equips believers for witness, service, and
spiritual growth. Recognizing this can inspire more openness to spiritual
gifts and a deeper reliance on God’s presence.

The Importance of Boldness in Sharing Faith

Peter’s boldness is a reminder that faith often requires courage. Despite
opposition, he proclaimed the gospel clearly and passionately. This example
encourages believers to overcome fear and share their faith with confidence
and love.

Building Authentic Community

The early church’s example of fellowship invites modern Christians to
cultivate genuine community. This includes sharing resources, supporting one
another, and meeting regularly for worship and teaching. Acts 2 models a
faith lived out in relationship, not in isolation.

Common Challenges and Misunderstandings in the
Study of Acts 2

While Acts 2 is rich with meaning, it also raises questions and



misunderstandings that often arise during study.

Interpreting Speaking in Tongues

The nature of the tongues spoken in Acts 2 has been debated. Some view it as
miraculous known languages enabling evangelism, while others connect it to
later charismatic practices. Clarifying this helps avoid confusion and allows
readers to appreciate the historical context.

The Role of Miracles

Acts 2 includes miraculous signs that demonstrate God’s power. However, some
readers struggle with the relevance of miracles today. Understanding that
miracles served as validation of the gospel message in the early church can
help place them in proper perspective.

Applying Early Church Practices Today

The communal life described in Acts 2 might seem idealistic or impractical in
modern society. Yet, the underlying principles—generosity, fellowship,
prayer, and devotion—-remain relevant and attainable. Recognizing cultural
differences can help believers adapt these teachings wisely.

Resources and Tips for Effective Study of Acts
2

If you’'re looking to deepen your understanding of Acts 2, here are some
helpful approaches:

e Use multiple Bible translations: Comparing versions can reveal nuances
in the text.

e Consult biblical commentaries: Scholars offer historical background and
theological insights.

e Join study groups: Discussing Acts 2 with others can bring fresh
perspectives.

* Pray for insight: Since the chapter centers on the Spirit, prayer can
guide your understanding.



e Explore related scriptures: Passages like Joel 2, John 14-16, and 1
Corinthians 12-14 provide context on the Spirit and gifts.

Engaging with these resources makes the study of Acts 2 a dynamic and
enriching experience.

Exploring Acts 2 reveals the heartbeat of the early church-its power,
passion, and purpose. This chapter continues to inspire believers to seek the
Spirit’s presence, share the gospel boldly, and live in authentic community.
Whether for personal growth or teaching others, the study of Acts 2 remains
an essential journey into the foundation of Christian faith.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Pentecost in Acts 27

Pentecost in Acts 2 marks the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the apostles,
empowering them to speak in different tongues and boldly proclaim the gospel,
signifying the birth of the Christian Church.

How did the apostles demonstrate the fulfillment of
Joel's prophecy in Acts 2?

In Acts 2, the apostles spoke in various languages as the Holy Spirit enabled
them, fulfilling Joel's prophecy about God pouring out His Spirit on all
people, enabling prophecy, visions, and dreams.

What was Peter's main message during his sermon in
Acts 27

Peter's sermon emphasized Jesus as the Messiah, His resurrection, and the
call to repentance and baptism for the forgiveness of sins, inviting
listeners to receive the Holy Spirit.

How did the early Christian community live according
to Acts 27

The early believers shared their possessions, met regularly for teaching and
fellowship, broke bread together, and prayed, demonstrating unity and
devotion.

Why were the people amazed and perplexed at the



events of Acts 2?

People were amazed because they heard the apostles speaking in their native
languages, which they found astonishing and perplexing, leading many to
question how this was possible.

What role does baptism play in Acts 27

Baptism in Acts 2 is presented as a response to repentance and faith in Jesus
Christ, symbolizing forgiveness of sins and receiving the Holy Spirit.

How does Acts 2 illustrate the inclusivity of the
early Church?

Acts 2 shows inclusivity by the diverse crowd hearing the gospel in their own
languages and being invited to join the community of believers regardless of
their backgrounds.

Additional Resources
Study of Acts 2: A Comprehensive Analytical Review

Study of Acts 2 offers a pivotal exploration into one of the most significant
chapters in the New Testament, providing valuable insights into the early
Christian church and the transformative events following Jesus’ resurrection.
This chapter, often regarded as the cornerstone of Pentecostal theology,
captures the dramatic moment of the Holy Spirit’s arrival and the birth of
the Christian community. A critical and scholarly examination of Acts 2 not
only deepens theological understanding but also enhances historical and
cultural appreciation of early Christianity.

Contextual Background and Historical Setting

The study of Acts 2 begins by situating the chapter within its historical
framework. Written by Luke, the Acts of the Apostles documents the spread of
Christianity after Jesus’ ascension. Acts 2 specifically recounts the events
of Pentecost, a Jewish festival occurring fifty days after Passover, when
devout Jews from various regions gathered in Jerusalem. This setting is
crucial: it explains the diverse crowd that witnesses the apostles speaking
in different tongues, a phenomenon that underscores the universal nature of
the Christian message.

Understanding the socio-political climate of the first-century Roman Empire
is essential to grasp the full impact of Acts 2. Jerusalem was a melting pot
of cultures, languages, and religious expectations. The apostles’ ability to
speak in the multitude of tongues symbolized the breaking down of ethnic and



linguistic barriers, a theme that resonates deeply with the inclusive mission
of early Christianity.

Key Themes and Theological Significance

The Outpouring of the Holy Spirit

A central focus in the study of Acts 2 is the dramatic arrival of the Holy
Spirit. The description of “tongues of fire” resting upon the apostles and
their subsequent empowerment marks a theological high point. This event is
interpreted as the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise that the Spirit would come
to guide and empower his followers. The manifestation of the Spirit signifies
divine approval and establishes a new era in the relationship between God and
humanity.

Speaking in Tongues and Its Implications

The phenomenon of speaking in tongues (glossolalia) is perhaps the most
debated aspect of Acts 2. The apostles’ ability to speak in various languages
astonishes the diverse audience, indicating a supernatural endorsement of the
Christian message. This aspect emphasizes the universal reach of the gospel
and the breaking down of cultural and linguistic barriers.

From a scholarly perspective, the linguistic diversity in Acts 2 suggests an
early Christian emphasis on inclusivity and global mission. It also provides
fertile ground for theological discourse on the nature of spiritual gifts and
their role in church life.

Peter’s Sermon and Its Rhetorical Impact

Following the Pentecostal event, Peter delivers a powerful sermon that
addresses the crowd’s bewilderment and skepticism. A critical part of the
study of Acts 2 involves analyzing this speech, which serves as the first
public proclamation of the Christian gospel. Peter’s sermon references 0ld
Testament prophecy, particularly from Joel and Psalms, to validate the
significance of the Spirit’s outpouring.

The sermon’s rhetorical strategy is noteworthy. Peter moves from explanation
to conviction, culminating in a call to repentance and baptism. This call
results in the conversion of about three thousand people, a remarkable growth
that signals the beginning of the Christian community. The sermon
encapsulates the early Christian emphasis on repentance, forgiveness, and
communal identity.



Features of the Early Church as Described in
Acts 2

The closing verses of Acts 2 provide a snapshot of the nascent Christian
community’s life and values. The study of Acts 2 reveals several defining
features of this early church:

e Communal Living: Believers shared possessions and resources, ensuring no
one was in need.

* Devotion to Teaching: The apostles’ teaching played a central role in
shaping the community’s beliefs and practices.

e Fellowship and Worship: Regular gatherings for breaking bread and prayer
emphasized unity and spiritual growth.

e Signs and Wonders: Miraculous acts accompanied the community’s life,
reinforcing their divine mandate.

These features demonstrate a radical departure from the socio-religious norms
of the time and highlight the church’s identity as a distinct and
transformative movement.

Comparative Insights: Acts 2 in Relation to
Other New Testament Texts

When placed in conversation with other New Testament writings, the study of
Acts 2 reveals both continuity and development in early Christian thought.
For example:

Comparison with Jesus’ Promises in the Gospels

The promise of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 aligns closely with Jesus’
predictions in the Gospel of John, especially chapters 14-16. However, Acts 2
portrays the actual event of empowerment, shifting from anticipation to
realization. This transition marks the beginning of the church’s active
mission.

Relation to Pauline Theology



Paul’'s letters, written after Acts, reflect on the Spirit’s role in
believers’ lives, emphasizing spiritual gifts and community edification. The
Pentecost event in Acts 2 provides the foundational narrative that Pauline
theology builds upon, particularly in understanding the Spirit’s role in
sanctification and unity.

Challenges and Debates in the Study of Acts 2

Despite its centrality, the study of Acts 2 is not without challenges.
Scholars often debate various aspects:

e Historical Accuracy: Some question the literal occurrence of the
miraculous events, suggesting symbolic or theological storytelling.

e Interpretation of Tongues: Whether the tongues spoken were actual human
languages or ecstatic speech remains a point of contention.

* Role of Peter’s Leadership: Peter’s prominence raises questions about
early church hierarchy and authority structures.

These debates encourage ongoing research and diverse interpretive approaches,
ensuring that the study of Acts 2 remains dynamic and relevant.

Practical Implications and Contemporary
Relevance

The study of Acts 2 is not limited to academic inquiry; it also informs
modern Christian practice and identity. Pentecostal and charismatic movements
draw heavily on Acts 2 to validate spiritual gifts, particularly speaking in
tongues and healing. Moreover, the emphasis on communal life and shared
resources challenges contemporary churches to rethink their social and
economic engagement.

In a broader cultural context, Acts 2 serves as a model for inter-cultural
dialogue and unity. The chapter’s portrayal of diversity and inclusion
resonates with today’s globalized world, offering lessons on coexistence and
mutual respect.

The rigorous analysis of Acts 2 thus bridges ancient narrative and modern
application, inviting believers and scholars alike to reflect on the enduring
power of the Spirit in shaping faith communities.



The study of Acts 2 remains a cornerstone for understanding the origins and
expansion of early Christianity. Its rich theological themes, historical
context, and practical implications continue to inspire scholarly debate and
spiritual reflection, confirming its timeless significance in Christian
thought and life.
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study of acts 2: 102 Fascinating Bible Studies on the New Testament Dr. William H.
Marty, 2019-04-16 Offering quick, high-quality food for the soul, 102 Fascinating Bible Studies on
the New Testament provides breadth and depth in short but satisfying servings for: the busy
Christian who wants to delve deep into God's Word but is short on time those who don't want to
commit to weeks of study on a single topic the small group searching out subjects for their next
study. Organized by category, these accessible and intriguing offerings span the entire New
Testament. Topics include the temptations of Jesus, miracles, the words of Christ on the cross, and
the Antichrist. Each study includes an introduction and Scripture references accompanied by
questions that open the door to lively discussion, reflection, or further investigation. The practicality
of the fast-paced format, the scope of the content, and the possibilities for ongoing study make these
studies truly fascinating.

study of acts 2: A Student's Guide to AS Religious Studies for the AQA Specification Kate
Brown, Ting Morris,

study of acts 2: New Approaches to the Study of Biblical Interpretation in Judaism of the
Second Temple Period and in Early Christianity Gary Anderson, Ruth Clements, David Satran,
2013-01-11 This volume illustrates the ways in which the discovery of the scrolls has altered our
paradigms of biblical interpretation, investigating connections within and between Jewish and
Christian interpretive texts.

study of acts 2: Student's Guide to As Relig. Studies, Ocr Rhinegold Publishing Limited,

study of acts 2: K]V Life Application Study Bible, Third Edition Tyndale, 2021-10-01 Trusted
and treasured by millions of readers over 30 years, the Life Application Study Bible, Third Edition is
today’s #1-bestselling study Bible. Perhaps the most complete single-volume Bible ever compiled,
this study Bible helps readers of all ages understand the language of the Bible and gives advice on
how to apply its teachings to the ups and downs of everyday life. It has been thoroughly updated and
expanded, offering even more relevant insights. With a fresh, two-color interior design and updated
study notes and features, this Bible will help you understand God’s Word better than ever. It
answers the real-life questions that you have and provides you with practical yet powerful ways to
apply the Bible to your everyday life. This edition includes the full text of the revered King James
Version of the Bible. The words of Jesus are in red. Features: Now more than 10,000 notes and
features Over 100 Life Application profiles of key Bible people Refreshed design with a second color
for visual clarity Introductions and overviews for each book of the Bible More than 500 maps &
charts placed for quick reference Dictionary/concordance 16 pages of full-color maps Christian
Worker’s Resource

study of acts 2: NLT Life Application Study Bible, Third Edition, Large Print Tyndale,
2020-04-07 Trusted & Treasured by Millions of Readers over 30 years, the Life Application(R) Study
Bible Is Today's #1-Selling Study Bible, and a Bible for All Times. Now it has been thoroughly
updated and expanded, offering even more relevant insights for understanding and applying God's
Word to everyday life in today's world. Discover How You Can Apply the Bible to Your Life Today
Now with a fresh two-color interior design and meaningfully updated study notes and features, this
Bible will help you understand God's Word better than ever. It answers questions that you may have
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about the text and provides you practical yet powerful ways to apply the Bible to your life every day.
Study the stories and teachings of the Bible with verse-by-verse commentary. Gain wisdom from
people in the Bible by exploring their accomplishments and learning from their mistakes. Survey the
big picture of each book through overviews, vital statistics, outlines, and timelines, and grasp
difficult concepts using in-text maps, charts, and diagrams--all to help you do life God's way, every
day. The Large Print editions are for people who enjoy the enhanced readability of larger text.
Features: (Enhanced, updated, and with new content added throughout) Now more than 10,000 Life
Application(R) notes and features Over 100 Life Application(R) profiles of key Bible people
Introductions and overviews for each book of the Bible More than 500 maps & charts placed for
quick reference Dictionary/concordance Extensive side-column cross-reference system to facilitate
deeper study Life Application(R) index to notes, charts, maps, and profiles Refreshed design with a
second color for visual clarity 16 pages of full-color maps Quality Smyth-sewn binding--durable,
made for frequent use, and lays flat when open Presentation page Single-column format Christian
Worker's Resource, a special supplement to enhance the reader's ministry effectiveness Full text of
the Holy Bible, New Living Translation (NLT), combining the latest biblical scholarship with clear,
natural English The words of Jesus are in red letter.

study of acts 2: Journal of Theological Studies , 1914

study of acts 2: NLT Life Application Study Bible, Third Edition, Personal Size Tyndale,
2020-04-07 Winner of the 2020 Christian Book Award for Bible of the Year! Trusted & Treasured by
Millions of Readers over 30 years, the Life Application(R) Study Bible Is Today's #1-Selling Study
Bible, and a Bible for All Times. Now it has been thoroughly updated and expanded, offering even
more relevant insights for understanding and applying God's Word to everyday life in today's world.
Discover How You Can Apply the Bible to Your Life Today Now with a fresh two-color interior design
and meaningfully updated study notes and features, this Bible will help you understand God's Word
better than ever. It answers questions that you may have about the text and provides you practical
yet powerful ways to apply the Bible to your life every day. Study the stories and teachings of the
Bible with verse-by-verse commentary. Gain wisdom from people in the Bible by exploring their
accomplishments and learning from their mistakes. Survey the big picture of each book through
overviews, vital statistics, outlines, and timelines, and grasp difficult concepts using in-text maps,
charts, and diagrams--all to help you do life God's way, every day. The Personal Size editions are for
people who like to carry their study Bible with them. Features: (Enhanced, updated, and with new
content added throughout) Now more than 10,000 Life Application(R) notes and features Over 100
Life Application(R) profiles of key Bible people Introductions and overviews for each book of the
Bible More than 500 maps & charts placed for quick reference Dictionary/concordance Extensive
side-column cross-reference system to facilitate deeper study Life Application(R) index to notes,
charts, maps, and profiles Refreshed design with a second color for visual clarity 16 pages of
full-color maps Quality Smyth-sewn binding--durable, made for frequent use, and lays flat when open
Presentation page Single-column format Christian Worker's Resource, a special supplement to
enhance the reader's ministry effectiveness Full text of the Holy Bible, New Living Translation
(NLT), combining the latest biblical scholarship with clear, natural English

study of acts 2: Studies in Hermeneutics, Christology and Discipleship Richard N.
Longenecker, 2004

study of acts 2: The Church School Journal , 1876

study of acts 2: Find What You Believe Thomas Nelson, 2013-04-01 Find What You Believe is
the newest addition to Nelson’s A to Z Guides. This book combines the best features of a
concordance, topical Bible, and dictionary. Entries on everything from people and places to
theological concepts and biblical principles appear in one convenient volume. With more than 8,000
entries, no other A to Z guide offers such a wide range of topics. This volume is essential for pastors,
Bible teachers, and students. Features include: Clear and concise definitions for each entry
Complete indexing of each topic Convenient size for carrying to church or class

study of acts 2: Mission Studies, 1905




study of acts 2: Studies on the Origin of Divine and Resurrection Christology Andrew Ter Ern
Loke, 2023-08-29 The origin and development of divine and resurrection Christologies are among

the most important and controversial issues in the study of Christianity. One reason why there is a
lack of consensus among scholars—even though they have access to the same historical material—is
that different scholars analyze the material differently. Building upon his previous monographs The
Origin of Divine Christology (Cambridge University Press, 2017) and Investigating the Resurrection
of Jesus Christ (Routledge, 2020), Andrew Loke demonstrates the fallacies of reasoning in the
analyses of the works of numerous scholars such as Bart Ehrman, Paula Fredriksen, David Litwa,
Richard Carrier, Raphael Lataster, Daniel Kirk, Matthew Larsen, and Dale Allison. Loke defends his
proposal that a sizeable group of earliest Christians perceived that Jesus claimed and showed
himself to be truly divine and resurrected, and replies to objections to his previous works. He
contributes to the discussion on ancient Jewish monotheism, exalted mediator figures, comparison
with Greco-Roman literature, Jesus-mythicism, Markan Christology, the historical reliability of the
New Testament, as well as the use of philosophical and theological categories and the use of
psychological studies on parallel apparitions, cognitive dissonance, mass hysteria, pareidolia, and
memory for the study of early Christology.

study of acts 2: Select Notes Mary Abby Thaxter Peloubet, 1896

study of acts 2: Lukan Joy and the Life of Discipleship Julie Newberry, 2023-01-02 In this
study, Julie Newberry advances scholarship on emotions in biblical literature by examining the
conditions - that is, the circumstances, dispositions, practices, and commitments - that lead to joy in
Luke's narrative. Focused primarily on the Gospel, the author traces joy's interconnection with the
wider life of discipleship, using an eclectically interdisciplinary approach that foregrounds
literary-theological and intertextual analysis. Julie Newberry argues that, for Luke, the conditions
that facilitate appropriate joy include both divine action to bring about joy-conducive circumstances
and human receptivity. The latter is bound up with factors such as properly oriented hope, trust, and
the generous use of possessions, rendering intelligible Luke's portrayal of joy as mandatory,
praiseworthy, or blameworthy in particular circumstances.

study of acts 2: Texts and studies, contributions to biblical and patristic literature, ed.
by J.A. Robinson Texts, 1891

study of acts 2: Ministry 101, 2005

study of acts 2: Introduction to Biblical Studies James E. Smith, Ph.D,, 2012-09-07 An
introduction to the basic tools and vocabulary for biblical research together with a chronological
overview of the entire Bible. Designed as an introductory course for Freshmen in Bible college.
Research assignments included.

study of acts 2: Synthetic Bible Studies James Martin Gray, 1900

study of acts 2: NLT Study Bible Tyndale, Tyndale House Publishers Staff, 2017-04 Ask. Seek.
Knock. Receive. Find. Open. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. --Matthew 7:8 Explore the Scriptures with almost 50
of today's top evangelical scholars, including Daniel Block, Barry Beitzel, Tremper Longman, John N.
Oswalt, Grant R. Osborne, Norman Ericson, and many more. Every feature in the NLT Study Bible
has been created to do more than just impart information. Ask questions, and the NLT Study Bible
gives you both the words and the world of the Bible. Seek deeper understanding, and find the
meaning and significance of Scripture, not just facts. Knock on the door of God's Word, and see what
doors are opened to you. The New Living Translation makes the message clear. The features of the
NLT Study Bible bring the world of the Bible to life so that the meaning and significance of its
message shine through. I enthusiastically recommend the NLT Study Bible for all of my students and
to family and friends. --Dr. William H. Marty, ThD, Professor of Bible, Moody Bible Institute Features
from nearly 50 of today's most trusted Bible teachers include: 300+ theme articles identify and
explore the major topics and ideas of the Bible. 25,000+ study and textual notes provide background
and deeper explanations of words, phrases, verses, and sections. 85 introductory articles set the
stage for the Old and New Testament and each major Bible section, book, and time period, including



the intertestamental period, the time after the apostles, and a harmony of the Gospels. Each book
introduction covers background materials including authorship, setting, meaning and message of the
book, an outline, recommended resources and more. 220+ charts, illustrations, maps, and timelines
organize and illuminate important information. 200 Greek and Hebrew word studies trace the use of
important words throughout the Bible. 90+ profiles paint portraits of major figures in the
Bible--good and bad. 50,000+ cross-references connect related verses. Words of Christ in red.
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