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Roderick Alleyn Mysteries Ngaio Marsh: A Journey Through Classic Crime Fiction

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh have long captivated readers who appreciate
the golden age of detective fiction. These novels, penned by New Zealand author Ngaio
Marsh, introduce a sophisticated and thoughtful detective, Roderick Alleyn, whose
investigations traverse the moody English countryside, bustling London streets, and various
cultured settings. For fans of classic whodunits and literary detective stories, the Alleyn
series offers a perfect blend of suspense, character depth, and atmospheric storytelling.

The World of Roderick Alleyn: More Than Just a
Detective

Ngaio Marsh created Roderick Alleyn as a quintessential gentleman detective, reminiscent
of contemporaries like Agatha Christie’s Hercule Poirot and Dorothy L. Sayers’ Lord Peter
Wimsey. However, Alleyn stands apart through his background and demeanor. As a
detective chief inspector with the Metropolitan Police, Alleyn embodies professionalism,
intelligence, and a certain aristocratic charm. He is as comfortable discussing art and
theatre as he is unraveling complex murder plots.

Marsh’s writing style is notable for weaving intricate puzzles with rich social contexts. The
Roderick Alleyn mysteries often explore class dynamics, artistic circles, and the subtleties
of human relationships, making them more than simple murder stories. Readers are invited
not just to solve the crime but to immerse themselves in the period’s cultural and social
nuances.

Ngaio Marsh: The Author Behind the Detective

To fully appreciate the Roderick Alleyn mysteries, it helps to understand the mind behind
them. Ngaio Marsh was one of the "Queens of Crime," alongside Agatha Christie, Margery
Allingham, and Dorothy L. Sayers. Born in New Zealand in 1895, Marsh’s passion for theatre
and art influenced her writing profoundly. Her background as a theatre director and critic is
evident in many of her novels, where theatrical settings and characters play a significant
role.

Marsh’s craftsmanship shines in how she combines her love of the arts with her detective
fiction. She doesn't just write about crime; she paints vivid portraits of cultural milieus. This
unique blend sets the Roderick Alleyn mysteries apart, offering readers a literary
experience that balances plot and atmosphere.

Exploring the Series: Key Titles in the Roderick Alleyn



Mysteries

The Roderick Alleyn series spans over 30 novels, published between 1934 and 1982,
showcasing the evolution of Marsh’s style and the detective’s career. Some of the standout
books include:

- **A Man Lay Dead (1934)**: The debut novel introduces Alleyn and sets the tone for the
series with a classic country house murder.

- **Death in a White Tie (1938)**: This story delves into the world of high society and art
dealers, highlighting Marsh’s flair for sophisticated settings.

- **Vintage Murder (1937)**: Set against the backdrop of a vineyard in New Zealand, this
novel offers an exotic locale that also reflects Marsh’s heritage.

- ¥*Artists in Crime (1938)**: A favorite among fans, this book features a murder in the
theatrical world, underscoring Marsh’s intimate knowledge of the stage.

- **Surfeit of Lampreys (1941)**: This tale of family intrigue and inheritance battles blends
dark humor with a cleverly plotted mystery.

Each novel offers a unique setting and cast of characters, but Alleyn’s steady presence and
methodical approach provide continuity and depth.

Themes and Literary Style in the Roderick Alleyn
Mysteries

One of the reasons the Roderick Alleyn mysteries remain popular is their timeless
exploration of human nature and social structures. Marsh’s novels often touch upon:

- **Class and Society**: Many mysteries explore tensions between different social classes,
reflecting the British social hierarchy of the early to mid-20th century.

- ¥**Art and Theatre**: Marsh’s insider knowledge of the theatrical world enriches many
plots, providing authentic and vivid settings.

- **psychological Insight**: Rather than relying solely on physical clues, Alleyn often uses
psychological understanding to unravel motives and secrets.

- **Moral Ambiguity**: The series doesn’t shy away from the complexities of human
behavior, presenting characters with shades of grey rather than clear-cut villains.

Stylistically, Marsh’s prose balances clarity with elegance. Her descriptive passages set the
scene without overwhelming the narrative, and her dialogues often reveal character
nuances and social dynamics.

Why Readers Still Love Roderick Alleyn Mysteries Ngaio
Marsh

In today’s fast-paced literary landscape, the Roderick Alleyn mysteries offer a refreshing
escape into a world where patience, observation, and intellect triumph. For enthusiasts of
classic detective fiction, Marsh’s work provides:



- **Engaging Puzzles**: The mysteries are meticulously crafted, inviting readers to piece
together clues alongside Alleyn.

- ¥*Rich Characterization**: Beyond the detective himself, supporting characters are well-
developed, contributing to a textured narrative.

- ¥*Cultural Insights**: The novels serve as windows into the social and artistic milieus of
their time.

- **A Touch of Nostalgia**: The series evokes the charm of a bygone era, appealing to those
who enjoy period settings.

Furthermore, Marsh’s ability to create atmospheric settings—from English country estates
to London’s art galleries—enhances the immersive reading experience.

Tips for New Readers of the Roderick Alleyn Series

If you're new to Ngaio Marsh and her detective Roderick Alleyn, here are some pointers to
get the most out of the series:

1. **Start with the First Novel**: While each book can stand alone, beginning with *A Man
Lay Dead* will introduce you to Alleyn’s character and Marsh’s style.

2. ¥*Appreciate the Settings**: Pay attention to the detailed descriptions of locations and
social contexts—they add depth and enhance the mystery.

3. **Note the Recurring Characters**: Alleyn’s wife, Agatha Troy, a painter, appears in
several novels, adding a personal dimension to the detective’s life.

4. **Enjoy the Theatrical Elements**: Many stories involve the theatre, so a bit of
knowledge or interest in drama enriches the experience.

5. **Don’t Rush the Plot**: Marsh’s mysteries often unfold deliberately, rewarding patient
readers with carefully laid clues and surprises.

The Legacy of Ngaio Marsh and Her Detective

Ngaio Marsh’s contribution to crime fiction is significant. Her Roderick Alleyn mysteries not
only entertained generations but also helped define the detective genre’s golden age. Her
unique blending of art, theatre, and intricate plotting continues to inspire writers and
delight readers worldwide.

Collectors and aficionados of classic mysteries often seek out Marsh’s novels for their
literary merit and historical value. Adaptations of her works into radio plays, television
series, and stage productions attest to the enduring appeal of her detective and storytelling
prowess.

Exploring Marsh’s work is like stepping into a richly painted world where intellect and
humanity collide in the pursuit of justice—a world where Roderick Alleyn remains one of the
most elegant and astute detectives ever imagined.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Roderick Alleyn in Ngaio Marsh's mysteries?

Roderick Alleyn is the fictional detective featured in Ngaio Marsh's series of detective
novels. He is a gentleman detective and a senior officer in the Metropolitan Police.

How many Roderick Alleyn mysteries did Ngaio Marsh
write?

Ngaio Marsh wrote 32 novels featuring Roderick Alleyn as the main detective.

What is the first Roderick Alleyn mystery by Ngaio
Marsh?

The first Roderick Alleyn mystery is 'A Man Lay Dead,' published in 1934.

Are the Roderick Alleyn mysteries by Ngaio Marsh set in
a specific time period?

Yes, the Roderick Alleyn mysteries are primarily set in the 1930s to 1960s, reflecting the
interwar and postwar periods in Britain and occasionally abroad.

What genre do the Roderick Alleyn mysteries belong
to?

The Roderick Alleyn mysteries are classic detective fiction or Golden Age detective novels,
characterized by intricate plotting and a focus on the puzzle of the crime.

Did Ngaio Marsh base Roderick Alleyn on a real person?

Ngaio Marsh reportedly based Roderick Alleyn partly on her friend and fellow writer, the
poet and critic John Middleton Murry, though Alleyn is a fictionalized character.

Are there any recurring characters besides Roderick
Alleyn in the mysteries?

Yes, Inspector Fox is a recurring character who often assists Alleyn, as well as Alleyn's wife,
Agatha Troy, a successful painter.

Have the Roderick Alleyn mysteries been adapted for
television or radio?

Yes, several of Ngaio Marsh’s Roderick Alleyn novels have been adapted for television,
notably the BBC series 'The Inspector Alleyn Mysteries' in the 1990s.



What themes are commonly explored in the Roderick
Alleyn mysteries?

Common themes include justice, the contrast between appearance and reality, social class
distinctions, and the role of art and culture.

Where can new readers start with the Roderick Alleyn
series?

New readers can start with 'A Man Lay Dead,' the first novel in the series, or with some of
the most acclaimed titles like 'Death in a White Tie' or 'Artists in Crime.'

Additional Resources

Exploring the Roderick Alleyn Mysteries by Ngaio
Marsh: A Classic in Detective Fiction

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh remain a cornerstone of Golden Age detective
fiction, reflecting a unique blend of meticulous plotting, rich characterization, and
atmospheric storytelling. Ngaio Marsh, a New Zealand-born author, crafted a series of
detective novels centered around the suave and astute Inspector Roderick Alleyn of
Scotland Yard. These mysteries stand alongside the works of Agatha Christie, Dorothy L.
Sayers, and Margery Allingham, contributing significantly to the genre’s enduring appeal.

Marsh’s Roderick Alleyn mysteries are celebrated for their intricate narratives and the
author’s sophisticated handling of crime and detection. The series spans over four decades,
from the early 1930s to the late 1960s, showcasing the evolution of detective fiction
through changing social and cultural landscapes. This article delves into the key features,
literary significance, and lasting impact of the Roderick Alleyn mysteries, while exploring
Ngaio Marsh’s unique contributions to the genre.

The Origins and Development of the Roderick
Alleyn Series

Ngaio Marsh introduced Inspector Roderick Alleyn in her debut novel, *A Man Lay Dead*
(1934). From the outset, the character exhibited traits that set him apart from typical
detectives of the era. Alleyn combines an aristocratic background with a sharp intellect and
a composed demeanor, which allows him to navigate a variety of social milieus—from
country estates to the theatrical world—with ease.

Over the course of 32 novels, Marsh developed Alleyn’s character, weaving in complex
personal relationships and professional challenges. The series reflects the interwar and
postwar periods, addressing subtle shifts in societal attitudes and norms. Unlike many



contemporaries, Marsh often integrated her own interests, notably in theatre and art, into
the narrative fabric of the mysteries, enriching the settings and plotlines.

Characterization and Narrative Style

Roderick Alleyn is characterized by his gentlemanly manner, intellect, and unwavering
dedication to justice. He contrasts with the more eccentric or hard-boiled detectives popular
in American fiction, embodying a refined British sensibility aligned with the Golden Age
tradition. Alleyn’s interactions with supporting characters—his wife, the artist Agatha Troy,
colleagues at Scotland Yard, and various suspects—are rendered with nuance, adding

depth beyond the central whodunit puzzle.

Ngaio Marsh’s narrative style is marked by clarity, wit, and a keen eye for detail. Her prose
balances descriptive passages with brisk dialogue, maintaining suspense while immersing
the reader in the richly drawn environments. The pacing varies according to the needs of
each story, with some novels adopting a more leisurely, atmospheric approach, and others
focusing on tight, procedural unraveling of clues.

Key Themes and Settings in the Roderick Alleyn
Mysteries

A defining aspect of the Roderick Alleyn mysteries is their diverse and often unconventional
settings. Marsh’s background in theatre and art informed her choice to situate many stories
within these cultural worlds, providing a fresh backdrop compared to the typical drawing-
room or countryside manor mysteries.

Theatre and Art as Narrative Backdrops

Several novels, such as *Enter a Murderer* (1935) and *Death in a White Tie* (1938), are
set against the backdrop of theatrical productions, exploring the dynamics of performance,
rivalry, and creative temperament. These settings allow Marsh to delve into the psychology
of actors and artists, enriching the mystery with layers of professional and personal
intrigue.

Similarly, the presence of Agatha Troy, Alleyn’s wife and a celebrated painter, introduces an
artistic dimension to the series. This element is particularly evident in *Artists in Crime*
(1938), where the art world becomes a crucial part of both the plot and character
development. The integration of these cultural spheres distinguishes Marsh’s work, offering
readers a unique blend of detective fiction and artistic exploration.

Social Commentary and Class Dynamics



While primarily entertaining puzzles, the Roderick Alleyn mysteries also subtly address
social hierarchies and class tensions. Alleyn’s aristocratic lineage and his role within
Scotland Yard position him at an intersection of privilege and duty, providing a lens through
which Marsh examines issues of justice and morality.

The novels often depict the British upper classes alongside working professionals, servants,
and artists, reflecting the complex social fabric of the period. Marsh’s treatment of class is
generally measured and nuanced, avoiding overt political commentary but acknowledging
the impact of social status on motive and opportunity.

Comparisons with Contemporary Detective
Fiction

Ngaio Marsh’s Roderick Alleyn mysteries are frequently compared to the works of her
contemporaries—Agatha Christie’s Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple series, Dorothy L.
Sayers’s Lord Peter Wimsey novels, and Margery Allingham’s Albert Campion books. Each
author contributed distinct voices and styles to the Golden Age of detective fiction.

Alleyn’s character shares Sayers’s Wimsey'’s aristocratic background and intellectual
elegance but is less flamboyant and more restrained. Unlike Christie’s Poirot, whose
idiosyncratic mannerisms and psychological insights dominate, Alleyn is portrayed as a
more conventional, methodical policeman with a genteel demeanor. Marsh’s emphasis on
theatrical and artistic milieus also sets her apart, offering readers fresh thematic territory.

Strengths and Limitations

Among the strengths of the Roderick Alleyn series are the well-constructed plots that
combine logical deduction with atmospheric details, and the author’s ability to create
immersive settings. Marsh’s prose is accessible yet sophisticated, appealing to both casual
readers and aficionados of classic crime literature.

However, some critics note that the pacing in certain novels can be uneven, occasionally
slowing down due to extensive descriptive passages or dialogue. Additionally, while Marsh’s
social observations are insightful, they tend to reflect the conventions and biases of her
time, which modern readers may find dated.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

The Roderick Alleyn mysteries by Ngaio Marsh continue to attract readers worldwide,
supported by ongoing reprints and adaptations, including radio dramas and television
series. The character of Alleyn has become emblematic of the British detective archetype,
embodying a balance of intellect, decorum, and empathy.

Interest in Marsh’s work has also been bolstered by scholarly reassessment, recognizing her



as one of the “Queens of Crime” who shaped detective fiction’s golden era. The series’
integration of artistic themes and exploration of social nuances provide rich material for
literary analysis, ensuring its relevance beyond mere entertainment.

As contemporary mystery writers draw inspiration from Golden Age conventions, the
Roderick Alleyn mysteries remain a touchstone for quality and craftsmanship in detective
storytelling. For readers seeking intricate plots combined with cultural depth, Ngaio Marsh’s
work offers a compelling and enduring experience.

Roderick Alleyn Mysteries Ngaio Marsh

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Dead Water Ngaio Marsh, 1999-05-15 Faith healing
can be fatal When intrepid octogenarian Emily Pride inherits an island, and the miraculous
properties of its Pixie Falls healing spring, she is shocked by all the vulgarity. The admission fee, the
Gifte Shoppe, the folksy Festival, the neon sign on the pub, all must go! But local opposition runs
high, death threats pile up, and Miss Emily's old friend Superintendent Roderick Alleyn arrives just
in time to discover a drowned body and a set of murder motives that seem to spring eternal.

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Grave Mistake Ngaio Marsh, 1992

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: The Roderick Alleyn Mysteries Volume 1 Ngaio
Marsh, 2021-12-14 The first three Inspector Roderick Alleyn novels from “a peerless practitioner of
the slightly surreal, English-village comedy-mystery” (Kirkus Reviews). This volume includes three
books in the classic detective series from the Mystery Writers of America Grand Master: A Man Lay
Dead: During a country-house party between the two world wars, servants bustle, gin flows, and the
host, Sir Hubert Handesley, has invented a new and especially exciting version of that beloved
parlor entertainment, The Murder Game . . . Enter a Murderer: A policeman in the audience sees an
all-too-real death scene on a London stage in a mystery “good enough to satisfy the most critical
reader of detective stories” (The New York Times). The Nursing Home Murder: A Member of
Parliament has unexpectedly died on a visit the hospital, and any number of people could be
suspects, including a sour surgeon, a besotted nurse, a resentful wife, and a cabinet full of political
rivals . . . “It’s time to start comparing Christie to Marsh instead of the other way around.” —New
York Magazine

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Last Ditch Ngaio Marsh, 1976 On a beautiful island
off the coast of France, Ricky Alleyn finds inspiration for a novel in the death of an equestrienne who
rode as recklessly as she lived.

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: The Roderick Alleyn Mysteries Ngaio Marsh, 1993

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Vintage Murder Ngaio Marsh, 1999-10-15 Part of a
publishing program that creates a brand new look for Marsh's 32 mystery novels, this book finds
Inspector Roderick Alleyn going backstage at a theater company to find out why a bottle of
champagne crashed down on the head of the famous producer and killed him.

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Last Ditch Ngaio Marsh, 2000-01-15 Superintendent
Roderick Alleyn of Scotland Yard visits the Channel Islands after a riding accident leads to charges
of premeditated murder.

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: The Roderick Alleyn Mysteries Volume 2 Ngaio
Marsh, 2021-12-14 Three compelling tales of crime featuring the sharp-witted British police
detective: “Any Ngaio Marsh story is certain to be Grade A.” —The New York Times This volume
includes three books in the classic detective series from the Mystery Writers of America Grand
Master: Death in Ecstasy: Tainted wine sends a member of a religious sect to meet her maker in a
witty mystery marked by “quiet, intelligent deduction” (Kirkus Reviews). Vintage Murder: Inspector


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-153/roderick-alleyn-mysteries-ngaio-marsh.pdf

Alleyn is enjoying his trip to New Zealand—until intrigue among his fellow travelers turns deadly . . .
Artists in Crime: An artists’ model is murdered—and among the suspects is a new woman in
Inspector Alleyn’s life—in this “first-rate” detective story (Kirkus Reviews).

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Death in a White Tie Ngaio Marsh, 2012-12-15 A
high-society homicide is the talk of the London season . . .“Marsh’s writing is a pleasure.” —The
Seattle Times It’s debutante season in London, and that means giggles and tea-dances, white
dresses and inappropriate romances . . ..and much too much champagne. And, apparently, a
blackmailer, which is where Inspector Roderick Alleyn comes in. The social whirl is decidedly not
Alleyn’s environment, so he brings in an assistant in the form of Lord “Bunchy” Gospell, everybody’s
favorite uncle. Bunchy is more than lovable; he’s also got some serious sleuthing skills. But before
he can unmask the blackmailer, a murder is announced. And everyone suddenly stops giggling . . .
“It’s time to start comparing Christie to Marsh instead of the other way around.” —New York
Magazine “[Her] writing style and vivid characters and settings made her a mystery novelist of
world renown.” —The New York Times

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: False Scent Ngaio Marsh, 1999-04-15 Beloved
British actress Mary Bellamy is done in at her own birthday party--choked by toxic mist from the
bottle of a deadly insecticide. When Superintendent Roderick Alleyn arrives, he smells a rat amongst
the contemptuous collection of theatre types--for the case has the unmistakable scent of murder.

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Alleyn and Others Ngaio Marsh, Douglas G. Greene,
1995 A collection of the shorter cases of Scotland Yard's Inspector Roderick Alleyn.

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Money in the Morgue: The New Inspector Alleyn
Mystery Ngaio Marsh, Stella Duffy, 2018-03-08 Roderick Alleyn is back in this unique crime novel
begun by Ngaio Marsh during the Second World War and now completed by Stella Duffy in a way
that has delighted reviewers and critics alike.

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Vintage Murder Ngaio Marsh, 1993 Part of a
publishing program that creates a brand new look for Marsh's 32 mystery novels, this book finds
Inspector Roderick Alleyn going backstage at a theater company to find out why a bottle of
champagne crashed down on the head of the famous producer and killed him.

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: A Man Lay Dead - Enter a Murderer - The
Nursing Home Murder Ngaio Marsh, 2009-09 Commemorating 75 years since the Empress of
Crime's first book, the first volume in a set of omnibus editions presenting the complete run of 32
Inspector Alleyn mysteries. A MAN LAY DEAD Sir Hubert Handesley's extravagant weekend
house-parties are deservedly famous for his exciting Murder Game. But when the lights go up this
time, there is a real corpse with a real dagger in the back. All seven suspects have skilful alibis - so
Chief Detective Inspector Roderick Alleyn has to figure out the whodunit... ENTER A MURDERER
The crime scene was the stage of the Unicorn Theatre, when prop gun fired a very real bullet; the
victim was an actor clawing his way to stardom using bribery instead of talent; and the suspects
included two unwilling girlfriends and several relieved blackmail victims. The stage is set for one of
Roderick Alleyn's most baffling cases... THE NURSING HOME MURDER A Harley Street surgeon
and his attractive nurse are almost too nervous to operate. Their patient is the Home Secretary - and
they both have very good personal reasons to want him dead. The operation is a complete success -
but he dies within hours, and Inspector Alleyn must find out why...

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Tied Up In Tinsel Ngaio Marsh, 1999-11-15 A
Christmas pageant turns unholy. Holed up at Hilary Bill-Tasman's manor estate for Christmas, Troy
Alleyn is to paint the man's portrait and, while she's there, view the Druid Christmas pageant. Along
with a pack of eccentric guests, Troy enjoys the festivities-- until one of the pageant's players
mysteriously disappears into the snowy night. Did the hired help-- each a paroled murderer from the
nearby prison-- have a deadly hand in this Christmas conundrum? Inspector Roderick Alleyn arrives
to join his wife in finding the lost man-- and unraveling the glaring truth from the glittering tinsel.

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: A Man Lay Dead Ngaio Marsh, 1997-10-15 It's All
Fun and Games Until Someone Gets Murdered. At Sir Hubert Handesley's country house party, five




guests have gathered for the uproarious parlor game of Murder. Yet no one is laughing when the
lights come up on an actual corpse, the good-looking and mysterious Charles Rankin. Scotland
Yard's Inspector Roderick Alleyn arrives to find a complete collection of alibis, a missing butler, and
an intricate puzzle of betrayal and sedition in the search for the key player in this deadly game.

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Grave Mistake Ngaio Marsh, 2000-02-15 Sybil Foster
of Upper Quintern is terribly proud of her gardener and of her new asparagus beds, but when her
unwelcome stepson arrives, she heads for a chic spa for a rest cure, a liaison with the spa's director
... and an apparent suicide.--Cover.

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Died in the Wool Ngaio Marsh, 1998 A murdered
body is discovered on a farm, packed in a bale of wool--and Roderick Alleyn must find a wild, woolly
killer.

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Scales of Justice Ngaio Marsh, 2014-11-15 An
aristocrat dies under fishy circumstances in this tale by “the finest writer in the English language of
the pure, classical puzzle whodunnit” (The Sun). In an almost unspeakably charming little English
village, one of the local aristocrats turns up dead next to the local trout-stream with, in fact, a trout
at his side. Everyone is dreadfully upset, of course, but really, just a tad irritated as well—murder is
so awfully messy. Inspector Alleyn doesn’t quite fit in among the inbred gentry, but they’ll allow him
to do his work and clear the matter up—though they do wish he didn’t feel compelled to ask quite so
many questions . . . “The brilliant Ngaio Marsh ranks with Agatha Christie and Dorothy Sayers.”
—Times Literary Supplement “A peerless practitioner of the slightly surreal, English-village
comedy-mystery.” —Kirkus Reviews “Any Ngaio Marsh story is certain to be Grade A.” —The New
York Times

roderick alleyn mysteries ngaio marsh: Artists in Crime Ngaio Marsh, 1997-10-15 When
murder upsets the creative tranquility of an artists' colony, Scotland Yard sends in its most famous
investigator. And what begins as a routine case turns out to be the most momentous of Roderick
Alleyn's career. For before he can corner the killer, his heart is captured by one of the suspects-the
flashing-eyed painter Agatha Troy, who has nothing but scorn for the art of detection.
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