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Preschool Technology in the Classroom: Enhancing Early Learning Experiences

Preschool technology in the classroom is no longer a futuristic concept but a present-day reality reshaping
how young children engage with learning. Integrating digital tools and interactive devices into early
childhood education has opened up new pathways for creativity, communication, and cognitive
development. As educators and parents seek to prepare children for a tech-driven world, understanding
how technology fits into preschool environments is essential. It’s about balancing innovation with age-
appropriate methods to foster curiosity and foundational skills.

The Role of Preschool Technology in the Classroom

Technology in early education is about more than just screens and gadgets; it’s about creating interactive
experiences that complement traditional teaching. Preschool technology in the classroom supports a diverse
array of learning styles, providing sensory-rich opportunities that help young learners explore concepts in
ways that resonate with them.

Incorporating technology offers several benefits:
- Enhances engagement through multimedia content
- Supports individualized learning pace and style
- Encourages collaboration and social interaction
- Introduces foundational digital literacy skills early on

Using devices like tablets or interactive whiteboards, when paired with thoughtful lesson plans, can
transform the learning environment into a dynamic space where children actively participate rather than
passively absorb information.

Balancing Screen Time and Hands-On Activities

One of the most common concerns about preschool technology in the classroom is screen time. Experts
agree that while technology has its place, it should never replace hands-on, tactile experiences vital for
early childhood development. The key is moderation and purposeful use.

Teachers can integrate technology in short, focused bursts, such as interactive storybooks or educational
games that reinforce literacy, numeracy, or problem-solving skills. These sessions should be balanced with
physical play, arts and crafts, and outdoor activities, ensuring a well-rounded developmental approach.



Popular Technologies Used in Preschool Settings

The types of technology suitable for preschool classrooms are carefully selected based on age-
appropriateness, safety, and educational value. Here are some common tools making a positive impact:

Tablets and Educational Apps

Tablets have become staples in many preschool classrooms due to their portability and intuitive touch
interfaces. Educational apps designed specifically for preschoolers focus on skills like letter recognition,
counting, and creative expression. These apps often involve colorful graphics, sounds, and interactive
challenges that engage children’s attention.

Some top-rated preschool apps include:
- ABCmouse
- Endless Alphabet
- Moose Math

Teachers can use tablets for small group activities or one-on-one sessions to tailor learning experiences to
each child’s needs.

Interactive Whiteboards

Interactive whiteboards bring lessons to life by allowing children to physically interact with the content.
Kids can draw, solve puzzles, or manipulate shapes on the board, promoting active learning and
collaboration. This technology encourages group participation and helps develop fine motor skills alongside
cognitive growth.

Robotics and Coding Toys

Introducing simple robotics kits and coding toys in preschool classrooms is a growing trend. These tools
teach basic sequencing skills, problem-solving, and cause-and-effect relationships while making learning
fun and hands-on. Products like Bee-Bot or Cubetto are designed with young learners in mind,
emphasizing play-based discovery.



Benefits of Integrating Preschool Technology in the Classroom

Beyond engagement, preschool technology in the classroom offers numerous developmental advantages:

Supports Early Literacy and Numeracy

Interactive apps and digital storybooks can reinforce letter recognition, phonics, and counting in ways that
adapt to each child’s learning speed. Multisensory elements like sounds and animations help solidify
understanding.

Encourages Creativity and Exploration

Digital drawing tools and music apps enable children to experiment with colors, shapes, and sounds without
the mess of traditional materials. This fosters creative thinking and self-expression.

Prepares Children for a Digital Future

Introducing technology early builds familiarity and comfort with digital devices, an essential skill as
children progress through their education and into adulthood.

Promotes Inclusion and Accessibility

Technology can be customized to accommodate diverse learning needs, providing support for children with
disabilities or language barriers through adaptable interfaces and assistive features.

Effective Strategies for Implementing Technology in Preschool
Classrooms

Technology’s success in early learning depends on how it’s integrated. Here are some tips for educators:

Choose age-appropriate tools: Select technology designed specifically for preschoolers to ensure
content and interaction are developmentally suitable.



Set clear learning objectives: Use technology with specific goals in mind, such as improving letter
recognition or fostering collaboration.

Combine digital and traditional methods: Blend technology with physical activities and group play to
keep learning balanced and engaging.

Provide adult guidance: Teachers should actively participate during tech sessions to scaffold learning
and encourage meaningful discussions.

Limit screen time: Follow recommended screen time guidelines for young children to protect their
health and well-being.

Challenges and Considerations

While preschool technology in the classroom offers many benefits, it’s not without challenges. Some
educators worry about over-reliance on screens, potential distractions, and ensuring equitable access for all
students. Additionally, teachers may need training to effectively use new tools and integrate them into
curricula.

It’s important to evaluate technology’s impact continually and adapt practices to meet children’s evolving
needs. Maintaining open communication with parents about technology use and its educational purpose also
helps foster trust and understanding.

The Future of Preschool Technology in Education

As technology evolves, so too will its role in early childhood education. Emerging trends like augmented
reality (AR), virtual reality (VR), and artificial intelligence (AI) promise even more immersive and
personalized learning experiences. For preschoolers, this could mean exploring virtual environments that
teach about nature, cultures, or science in interactive ways.

However, the core principle remains: technology should enhance—not replace—the human connection and
play-based learning that are so critical in the preschool years. When thoughtfully integrated, preschool
technology in the classroom has the power to open doors, ignite imaginations, and build the foundational
skills children need to thrive in the 21st century.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the benefits of using technology in preschool classrooms?
Technology in preschool classrooms can enhance learning by making lessons more engaging, supporting
diverse learning styles, and fostering early digital literacy skills.

What types of technology are appropriate for preschool students?
Appropriate technologies for preschoolers include interactive whiteboards, tablets with educational apps,
digital storybooks, and age-appropriate learning games.

How can teachers ensure screen time is healthy and balanced for
preschoolers?
Teachers can ensure healthy screen time by limiting usage to short, purposeful sessions, integrating
technology with hands-on activities, and encouraging physical movement and social interaction.

Are there any risks associated with using technology in preschool?
Risks include excessive screen time leading to reduced physical activity, potential exposure to
inappropriate content, and reduced social interaction if technology use is not properly supervised.

How does technology support individualized learning in preschool?
Technology allows teachers to tailor activities to each child's learning pace and style through adaptive apps
and personalized content, helping to address diverse developmental needs.

What role do parents play in supporting preschool technology use?
Parents support preschool technology use by reinforcing healthy screen habits at home, selecting
appropriate educational content, and collaborating with teachers to integrate technology into learning.

Additional Resources
Preschool Technology in the Classroom: Navigating the Early Digital Frontier

Preschool technology in the classroom has become an increasingly prominent topic as educators and parents
grapple with the role of digital tools in early childhood education. With the rapid advancement of
technology and its pervasive presence in daily life, the integration of devices such as tablets, interactive
whiteboards, and educational software in preschool settings is no longer a futuristic concept but an



emerging reality. This shift invites a critical examination of how technology influences developmental
milestones, pedagogical approaches, and the overall learning environment for children aged three to five.

Understanding the Role of Preschool Technology in the
Classroom

The early years of education are crucial for cognitive, social, and emotional development. Introducing
technology at this stage raises questions about appropriateness, efficacy, and balance. Preschool technology in
the classroom typically includes tools designed to enhance learning through interactive and engaging
methods rather than replace traditional play and tactile experiences.

Technology in preschool settings serves multiple functions: it can introduce foundational literacy and
numeracy skills, foster creativity, and support individualized learning paces. However, its deployment
demands careful consideration of content quality, screen time limits, and alignment with established
developmental goals.

Types of Technology Commonly Used in Preschools

The spectrum of preschool technology is broad, but certain tools have gained widespread adoption due to
their user-friendly design and educational value. These include:

Tablets and Touchscreen Devices: Portable and intuitive, tablets offer access to educational apps that
teach letters, numbers, shapes, and colors through gamified experiences.

Interactive Whiteboards: These provide a collaborative platform where children can engage with
multimedia lessons, participate in group activities, and develop fine motor skills.

Digital Cameras and Recording Devices: Used to document learning progress and encourage
storytelling, these devices help build communication skills.

Robotics and Coding Toys: Though more common in later grades, simplified coding kits for
preschoolers introduce basic problem-solving and sequencing concepts.

Each technology type brings unique advantages and challenges, which educators must balance to optimize
learning outcomes.



Benefits and Challenges of Integrating Technology in Early
Childhood Education

The incorporation of preschool technology in the classroom presents both promising benefits and notable
concerns. Understanding these helps stakeholders make informed decisions about its implementation.

Advantages

Technology can enhance engagement through interactive content that adapts to individual learners’ needs.
For example, educational apps often provide immediate feedback, which is vital for reinforcing concepts.
Moreover, technology supports diverse learning styles, accommodating visual, auditory, and kinesthetic
learners alike.

Another key benefit is the development of digital literacy skills from an early age, preparing children for a
world where technological fluency is increasingly important. Additionally, technology facilitates parental
involvement by enabling access to learning progress through digital portfolios and communication
platforms.

Challenges and Considerations

Despite these advantages, several challenges emerge with the use of preschool technology in the classroom.
Screen time recommendations from health authorities like the American Academy of Pediatrics emphasize
limited exposure for young children, underscoring the need for moderation.

There is also the risk of diminishing hands-on, sensory-rich experiences that are vital for motor skills
development and social interaction. Excessive reliance on digital tools may inadvertently reduce
opportunities for imaginative play and peer collaboration.

Furthermore, equity concerns arise as not all preschools have equal access to up-to-date technology,
potentially widening the educational gap. Educators must also possess adequate training to integrate
technology effectively without disrupting curriculum goals.

Effective Strategies for Implementing Technology in Preschool

Integrating technology in early childhood education requires deliberate strategies to maximize benefits
while mitigating risks. Successful preschool programs often adhere to the following principles:



Purpose-Driven Use

Technology should serve specific educational objectives rather than act as mere entertainment. Selecting
developmentally appropriate apps and activities aligned with learning standards ensures meaningful
engagement.

Blended Learning Approaches

Combining digital tools with traditional hands-on activities creates a balanced learning environment. For
instance, a lesson on shapes may involve both an interactive tablet game and physical shape-sorting toys.

Teacher Facilitation and Interaction

Adult guidance is critical when children use technology. Teachers can scaffold learning by prompting
discussions, encouraging exploration, and connecting digital content to real-world experiences.

Parental Involvement and Communication

Engaging parents through regular updates and resources about technology use fosters a consistent approach
between classroom and home, reinforcing learning continuity.

Preschool Technology in the Classroom: A Forward-Looking
Perspective

As educators continue to explore preschool technology in the classroom, the emphasis remains on
harnessing its potential while preserving the essence of early childhood pedagogy. Emerging trends point
toward more adaptive learning software powered by artificial intelligence, as well as augmented reality
experiences that blend physical and digital play.

Ongoing research is vital to assess long-term impacts on developmental outcomes. Collaborative efforts
among educators, technologists, parents, and policymakers will shape frameworks that prioritize child well-
being alongside technological innovation.

The evolving landscape of preschool education suggests that technology, when thoughtfully integrated, can
be a valuable asset rather than a distraction. Balancing screen time with traditional learning experiences and



ensuring equitable access are essential steps toward cultivating a generation of learners who are both
digitally literate and holistically developed.

Preschool Technology In The Classroom

  preschool technology in the classroom: Teaching in the Digital Age for Preschool and
Kindergarten Brian Puerling, 2018-04-03 Across the curriculum, Teaching in the Digital Age for
Preschool and Kindergarten will guide teachers toward integrating technology so it has an
authentic, meaningful, and developmentally appropriate impact on children’s exploration and
learning. By discipline---including science, math, literacy, art, social studies, health and safety,
physical education, and music---it will motivate teachers to dig deeper into each content area to see
the various ways technology and digital media can support and strengthen children's learning, as
well as documentation and assessment.
  preschool technology in the classroom: Tools for Learning About Technology in a Preschool
Classroom Elizabeth Gallion, 2016
  preschool technology in the classroom: Blocks to Robots Marina Umaschi Bers, 2007-11-23
Research shows that attitudes about science, math, and technology start to form during the early
schooling years. This pioneering book shows how to successfully use technology in the early
childhood classroom. Grounded in a constructivist approach to teaching and learning, the author
focuses on robotic manipulatives that allow children to explore complex concepts in a concrete and
fun way. At the same time, she examines how this technology engages sensorimotor and
socioemotional skills, which are fundamental for the healthy development of young children. This
innovative book: Provides examples of how robotics can be a powerful, hands-on tool for young
children to learn about science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM). Presents portraits of
children developing the skills and ways of thinking needed to create their own personally meaningful
projects, and to solve problems using technology. Offers sample curriculum starter activities,
including forms and charts that children can use to chronicle the progress of their projects. Includes
vignettes of diverse curricular experiences by teachers and researchers working in classrooms.
  preschool technology in the classroom: Teaching in the Digital Age Brian Puerling,
2012-06-15 Technology is rapidly changing the ways we live our lives and interact with the world.
It’s also changing how you teach. Technology can enhance your classroom’s complete curriculum
and assessment and help you create and capture meaningful experiences, support inquiry, and
expand your classroom’s walls. This comprehensive framework will help you select and use a variety
of technology and interactive media tools in your classroom—including digital cameras, audio
recorders, webcams, publication and presentation tools, and multi-touch mobile devices. Reflecting
Technology in Early Childhood Programs, the joint position statement of the National Association for
the Education of Young Children and the Fred Rogers Center, Teaching in the Digital Age: Smart
Tools for Age 3 to Grade 3 includes Developmentally appropriate and effective strategies to use
technology to facilitate children’s learning 28 links to video clips that provide a deeper look at how
these practices are used in real classrooms 32 forms to help you plan, reflect on, and evaluate how
you use technology to help children learn Brian Puerling, a National Board Certified Teacher and
graduate of the Erikson Institute, is the Director of Education Technology at the Catherine Cook
School in Chicago. He is a former preschool teacher, a member of the National Association for the
Education of Young Children's Tech and Young Children Interest Forum, serves on the Sesame
Workshop Teacher Council, is active with the Chicago Metro Association for the Education of Young
Children, and is a popular presenter at national conferences.
  preschool technology in the classroom: Digital Decisions Fran Simon, Karen N. Nemeth,

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-153/preschool-technology-in-the-classroom.pdf


2012 Digital Decisions offers expert guidance and simple strategies for early childhood educators,
administrators, and directors looking to embrace and integrate technology in the classroom. This
no-nonsense, jargon-free guide will help educators choose and implement the right technology tools
based on the needs of the children, the context of the curriculum, and the resources available.
  preschool technology in the classroom: Research Anthology on Early Childhood
Development and School Transition in the Digital Era Management Association, Information
Resources, 2022-12-12 In today’s digital world, it is critical to ensure technology is utilized
appropriately and best practices for adoption are continuously updated, particularly when it comes
to education. New technologies provide myriad opportunities for improvement within early
childhood development; however, further study is required to fully understand the different tactics
and strategies. The Research Anthology on Early Childhood Development and School Transition in
the Digital Era considers how technology can assist with the development of young children and
identifies different technologies that should be utilized within education for the benefit of students.
Covering key topics such as instructional design, learning, literacy, and technology, this major
reference work is ideal for administrators, principals, researchers, scholars, practitioners,
academicians, instructors, and students.
  preschool technology in the classroom: Instructional Technology in Early Childhood Howard
P. Parette, Craig H. Blum, 2013 Better teaching & learning through technology
  preschool technology in the classroom: Handbook of Research on Empowering Early
Childhood Educators With Technology Burris, Jade, Rosen, Dina, Karno, Donna, 2021-06-18
Computers and mobile technologies have become widely adopted as sought-after tools in the field of
education. The prevalence of technology in early childhood education (ECE) is increasing, and
teachers, both pre-service and in-service, are using best practices to integrate tools effectively to
improve teaching and learning within the field. This includes settings such as childcare centers,
family childcare, and community programs that have both educators and administrators adapting to
the use of technology. Therefore, it has become critical to research and explore the best practices of
technology integration and successful strategies to improve the use of technology in ECE. The
Handbook of Research on Empowering Early Childhood Educators With Technology examines best
practices that focus specifically on those that facilitate the development of competencies in teaching
young children (birth to age 8) and technology integration. The chapters include information on the
foundations of technology in early childhood education, content-specific technology applications,
developmentally appropriate practices (DAP) for learners using technology, and how to meet diverse
learner needs with technology. The target audience for this book is early childhood professionals,
teacher educators, pre- and in-service teachers in early childhood settings, faculty and researchers
in the field of education, instructional technologists, childcare and elementary school administrators,
early education policy organizations, and advocacy groups that are interested in the best practices
and successful strategies for implementing technology in ECE.
  preschool technology in the classroom: Reflective Learning Practices in Preschool: A
Comprehensive Guide for Early Childhood Educators Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-12 In the realm of
early childhood education, the significance of reflective learning practices cannot be overstated. This
comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of reflective learning, providing a wealth of
knowledge and practical strategies to create a nurturing environment that fosters optimal
development and growth in preschool settings. Designed for early childhood educators, this book
empowers them to critically examine their teaching methods, adapt to the unique needs of each
child, and cultivate a classroom culture that promotes holistic development. Through a blend of
theoretical insights and evidence-based practices, this guide explores the multifaceted dimensions of
reflective learning in preschool. It delves into the establishment of a stimulating learning
environment that ignites a passion for learning and sets the stage for lifelong success. Educators will
discover effective strategies for fostering language and literacy skills, promoting social and
emotional development, ensuring physical well-being, and integrating technology to enhance the
learning experience. Furthermore, this guide emphasizes the importance of engaging families and



community partners to create a supportive network that enriches the learning journey. It provides
guidance on building strong partnerships with families, involving them in the preschool program,
collaborating with community organizations, and advocating for early childhood education.
Recognizing the crucial role of professional development, this guide also explores opportunities for
educators to refine their teaching practices and stay abreast of the latest advancements in the field.
It highlights the significance of continuous learning, collaboration with colleagues, and engaging in
leadership and advocacy roles to ensure the delivery of high-quality early childhood education. With
its comprehensive approach and practical guidance, this book empowers early childhood educators
to become reflective practitioners who are dedicated to nurturing the intellectual, social, and
emotional growth of their young learners. It serves as an invaluable resource for educators seeking
to create a classroom where every child can thrive, fostering a lifelong love for learning and laying
the foundation for future success. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  preschool technology in the classroom: Supporting Science, Design and Technology in
the Early Years N/A Siraj-Blatchford, Iain MacLeod-Brudenell, 1999-08-16 How do young children
learn science, design and technology? How can we support young children and help them to develop
scientific, design and technology skills? This practical and accessible text answers these questions
and provides guidance for adults working with young children in a variety of formal and informal
settings. Concrete advice is given to show how parents, carers, teachers and other professionals can
provide a rich learning environment and support children in this important area of the curriculum.
The differing needs of both adults and children are recognized and a variety of stimulating activities
is illustrated. A clear and helpful discussion of a developmental framework enables readers to
strengthen their own practice and understanding. The book will be of value to all early childhood
professionals as well as being of great interest to parents and carers.
  preschool technology in the classroom: Directory of Selected Early Childhood Programs
, 1993
  preschool technology in the classroom: Technology for Early Childhood Education and
Socialization: Developmental Applications and Methodologies Blake, Sally, Izumi-Taylor, Satomi,
2009-08-31 This book provides readers with valuable and authentic research on how technology
relates to early childhood growth--Provided by publisher.
  preschool technology in the classroom: Reinventing STEM in Early Childhood
Education Eugene Geist, 2025-05-09 Teaching STEM to young children is about more than helping
them learn their numbers and facts. It is an important and complex process that, to be effective,
should honor the way children’s brains are developing. This book outlines how early childhood
educators can best support young children’s STEM journeys as children naturally take in
information about their environment, synthesize it, and grow in the process. This comprehensive text
details different theories of learning; research on how young brains develop; practical information
on preparing your environment and yourself for teaching STEM to children; guidance for supporting
diverse populations of students; and developmental guidelines, sample standards, resources, and
lesson plans. Organized chronologically, the book connects relevant STEM topics with each
developmental age range and outlines common school standards for each grade. Reinventing STEM
in Early Childhood Education is meant to be a core text for preservice teachers in math and science
methods courses and is also important reading for teacher educators and professional development
programs.
  preschool technology in the classroom: Introduction to Early Childhood Education Eva
L. Essa, Melissa M. Burnham, 2019-01-09 Introduction to Early Childhood Education provides
current and future educators with a highly readable, comprehensive overview of the field. The
underlying philosophy of the book is that early childhood educators’ most important task is to
provide a program that is sensitive to and supports the development of young children. Author Eva
L. Essa and new co-author Melissa Burnham provide valuable insight by strategically dividing the
book into six sections that answer the “What, Who, Why, Where, and How” of early childhood
education. Utilizing both NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Children) and



DAP (Developmentally Appropriate Practice) standards, this supportive text provides readers with
the skills, theories, and best practices needed to succeed and thrive as early childhood educators.
  preschool technology in the classroom: Educating Young Children from Preschool Through
Primary Grades Laverne Warner, Judith Sower, 2005 Catering to the first time teacher, the authors
provide day to day challenges of what it means to teach young children in the classroom, while
fostering a mentoring environment for pre-service teachers entering the field. Chapter 4 addresses
children with special needs and commonly used modifications for each of the disabilities. A unique
chapter on teaching fourth graders (chapter 10) has been included that may be covered or skipped,
depending upon state requirements. Lesson planning is emphasized throughout and sample lesson
plans and mini-lessons have been included for every grade level and subject area.
  preschool technology in the classroom: Handbook of Early Childhood Teacher
Education Leslie J. Couse, Susan L. Recchia, 2015-07-24 This handbook synthesizes both
contemporary research and best practices in early childhood teacher education, a unique segment of
teacher education defined by its focus on child development, the role of the family, and support for
all learners. The first volume of its kind, the Handbook of Early Childhood Teacher Education
provides comprehensive coverage on key topics in the field, including the history of early childhood
teacher education programs, models for preparing early childhood educators, pedagogical
approaches to supporting diverse learners, and contemporary influences on this quickly expanding
area of study. Appropriate for early childhood teacher educators as well as both pre- and in-service
teachers working with children from birth through 8, this handbook articulates the unique features
of early childhood teacher education, highlighting the strengths and limitations of current practice
as based in empirical research. It concludes by charting future directions for research with an aim to
improve the preparation of early childhood educators.
  preschool technology in the classroom: Resources in Education , 1999-04
  preschool technology in the classroom: The Early Childhood Curriculum Suzanne L.
Krogh, Pamela Morehouse, 2014-02-18 Based on research that demonstrates the powerful
advantages of integrating the curriculum while providing inquiry opportunities, The Early Childhood
Curriculum shows how to make such an approach work for all children, preschool through the
primary grades. The text demonstrates how to confidently teach using inquiry-based methods that
address the whole child, while also meeting and exceeding academic standards. Offering a
foundation in early childhood theory, philosophy, research, and development, the 2nd edition of this
unique textbook helps future teachers, as well as current educators, understand the why of
curriculum in early childhood and invests them with the skills they need to move from simply
following a script to knowledgeably creating curricula on their own. Since each curricular subject
has its own integrity, there is a chapter for each discipline, grounding the reader in the essentials of
the subject in order to foster knowledgeable and effective integration. The 2nd edition of The Early
Childhood Curriculum includes information on the most recent trends in national curriculum
standards, particularly in regard to the Common Core State Standards Initiative and the Next
Generation Science Standards. Coupled with this information are practical suggestions for meeting
standards while still providing young learners with a truly child-centered educational experience.
Chapters contain real-life vignettes that demonstrate inquiry and integration in practice. The entire
text reflects the philosophy that the use of inquiry to seek and obtain information is one of the most
valuable and powerful tools children can acquire along the way to becoming lifelong learners.
  preschool technology in the classroom: Handbook of Research on Transformative
Digital Content and Learning Technologies Keengwe, Jared, Bull, Prince Hycy, 2016-12-21
Technology is constantly evolving and can now aid society with the quest for knowledge in education
systems. It is important to integrate the most recent technological advances into curriculums and
classrooms, so the learning process can evolve just as technology has done. The Handbook of
Research on Transformative Digital Content and Learning Technologies provides fresh insight into
the most recent advancements and issues regarding educational technologies in contemporary
classroom environments. Featuring detailed coverage on a variety of topics, such as mobile



technology integration, ICT literacy integration, digital wellness, online group counseling, and
distance learning, this publication will appeal to researchers and practitioners who are interested in
discovering more about technological integration in education.
  preschool technology in the classroom: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Contemporary Early
Childhood Education Donna Couchenour, J. Kent Chrisman, 2016-08-16 The general public often
views early childhood education as either simply “babysitting” or as preparation for later learning.
Of course, both viewpoints are simplistic. Deep understanding of child development, best
educational practices based on development, emergent curriculum, cultural competence and
applications of family systems are necessary for high-quality early education. Highly effective early
childhood education is rare in that it requires collaboration and transitions among a variety of
systems for children from birth through eight years of age. The SAGE Encyclopedia of Contemporary
Early Childhood Education presents in three comprehensive volumes advanced research, accurate
practical applications of research, historical foundations and key facts from the field of
contemporary early childhood education. Through approximately 425 entries, this work includes all
areas of child development – physical, cognitive, language, social, emotional, aesthetic – as well as
comprehensive review of best educational practices with young children, effective preparation for
early childhood professionals and policy making practices, and addresses such questions as: · How is
the field of early childhood education defined? · What are the roots of this field of study? · How is the
history of early childhood education similar to yet different from the study of public education? ·
What are the major influences on understandings of best practices in early childhood education?
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