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Political Corruption in Latin America: An In-Depth Exploration

political corruption in latin america has been a persistent and deeply rooted challenge that has
shaped the region’s political, economic, and social landscapes for decades. From embezzlement
scandals and bribery to abuse of power and nepotism, corruption has often undermined democratic
institutions and hindered sustainable development. Understanding the complexities behind political
corruption in this diverse region requires a look into historical contexts, systemic issues, and recent
efforts toward transparency and reform.

The Historical Context of Political Corruption in Latin
America

Political corruption in Latin America cannot be fully grasped without appreciating the historical
backdrop that fostered such practices. Throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, many Latin
American countries experienced cycles of authoritarian rule, military coups, and weak institutional
frameworks. These conditions created fertile ground for corruption to thrive.

In many cases, colonial legacies left behind centralized governments with little accountability. Post-
independence elites often consolidated power by controlling resources and manipulating political
systems to maintain their dominance. This legacy contributed to a culture where patronage and
clientelism became normalized, blurring the lines between public service and personal gain.

Authoritarianism and Corruption: A Vicious Cycle

Military dictatorships and authoritarian regimes, common across Latin America during the Cold War
era, frequently engaged in corruption as a means of consolidating control. Corruption was often
used to reward loyalists and suppress opposition. The lack of free press and independent judiciary
made it difficult to hold such leaders accountable, which perpetuated a cycle of impunity.

Even as many countries transitioned to democracy in the late 20th century, the remnants of these
authoritarian systems lingered. Weak institutions and entrenched elite interests continued to allow
political corruption to flourish in various forms.

Common Forms of Political Corruption in Latin
America

Political corruption in Latin America manifests in multiple ways, often intertwining with economic
and social issues. Recognizing these forms helps in understanding how corruption operates on both
micro and macro levels.



Bribery and Kickbacks

One of the most visible types of corruption involves bribery, where public officials accept illicit
payments in exchange for favors or contracts. This practice is widespread in sectors like
construction, natural resources, and public procurement. Large-scale kickback schemes have
drained public coffers, limiting funds available for education, healthcare, and infrastructure.

Embezzlement and Misappropriation of Funds

Another significant issue is the embezzlement of public funds by politicians or government officials.
This form of corruption directly impacts the delivery of public services, as resources meant for social
programs are diverted into private accounts. In some countries, high-profile embezzlement scandals
have sparked public outrage and protests.

Clientelism and Nepotism

Political corruption in Latin America also takes the form of clientelism—where politicians provide
goods or services to constituents in exchange for political support. Nepotism, the appointment of
family members or close associates to key positions, is also common. Both practices undermine
meritocracy and contribute to inefficiency in governance.

Factors Fueling Political Corruption in Latin America

Several intertwined factors deepen the roots of political corruption in the region. Understanding
these is essential for crafting effective solutions.

Weak Institutional Frameworks

Many Latin American countries struggle with weak institutions that lack independence and
resources. Judicial systems may be underfunded or influenced by political interests, limiting their
ability to prosecute corruption cases effectively. Similarly, law enforcement agencies can be
complicit or powerless against powerful political actors.

Economic Inequality and Poverty

High levels of economic inequality and widespread poverty create environments where corruption
can flourish. When public officials are poorly paid or when citizens rely on informal economies and
patronage networks, the incentive to engage in corrupt activities increases. Additionally, the
desperation of marginalized populations can make them vulnerable to exploitation through
clientelistic arrangements.



Lack of Transparency and Accountability

Transparency deficits in government operations allow corruption to remain hidden. In some
countries, limited access to information and opaque public procurement processes make it difficult
for citizens and watchdog organizations to monitor government spending. The absence of strong
accountability mechanisms further perpetuates corrupt behavior.

Impact of Political Corruption on Latin American
Societies

The consequences of political corruption in Latin America extend beyond immediate financial losses,
affecting democratic governance, social trust, and economic development.

Erosion of Democratic Institutions

Corruption undermines the legitimacy of democratic institutions by breeding cynicism among
citizens. When political leaders are perceived as self-serving rather than public-serving, voter apathy
and distrust increase. This weakens the democratic process itself, sometimes leading to political
instability or authoritarian backsliding.

Economic Consequences

Corruption distorts markets and discourages foreign investment, which are critical for economic
growth. It inflates the cost of public projects, reduces the quality of infrastructure, and diverts
resources away from essential services. Over time, these effects hinder poverty reduction efforts and
exacerbate inequality.

Social and Human Development Effects

When corruption steals funds from healthcare, education, and social welfare programs, the most
vulnerable populations suffer the most. This perpetuates cycles of poverty and limits opportunities
for social mobility. Moreover, corruption can exacerbate crime and violence by weakening law
enforcement and judicial systems.

Recent Efforts and Challenges in Combating Political
Corruption

Despite the entrenched nature of political corruption in Latin America, various countries and civil
society organizations have made strides toward transparency and accountability in recent years.



Legal Reforms and Anti-Corruption Agencies

Many Latin American governments have established dedicated anti-corruption bodies and enacted
stronger laws to address corruption. For example, countries like Brazil and Mexico have
implemented mechanisms to increase transparency in public procurement and campaign financing.
High-profile investigations, such as Brazil’s “Operation Car Wash,” have exposed extensive
corruption networks and led to convictions of prominent figures.

The Role of Civil Society and Media

Independent media and civil society groups play a crucial role in uncovering corruption and
demanding accountability. Investigative journalism has brought many scandals to light, fueling
public outrage and pressure for reform. Social movements and watchdog organizations also promote
citizen participation and oversight.

Ongoing Challenges

Despite progress, challenges remain significant. Corruption networks are often deeply entrenched,
with powerful interests resisting change. Judicial systems can be slow or compromised, and political
will to implement reforms fluctuates. Additionally, digital technology has introduced new
opportunities for both transparency and illicit activities, requiring adaptive strategies.

Lessons and Strategies for the Future

Addressing political corruption in Latin America requires a multifaceted approach that goes beyond
punitive measures.

e Strengthening Institutions: Building independent, well-resourced judicial and law
enforcement bodies is essential for effective prosecution and deterrence.

e Enhancing Transparency: Promoting open data initiatives, transparent procurement
processes, and freedom of information laws empowers citizens and watchdogs.

e Promoting Civic Education: Educating the public about their rights and the costs of
corruption fosters a culture of integrity and active citizenship.

¢ Encouraging International Cooperation: Corruption often crosses borders, so regional
collaboration and adherence to international anti-corruption conventions are vital.

e Supporting Economic Development: Reducing poverty and inequality can diminish
incentives for corruption by creating more equitable opportunities.



Political corruption in Latin America remains a complex and evolving challenge, but the increasing
awareness and mobilization of citizens, combined with legal and institutional reforms, offer hope for
a more transparent and accountable future. While progress may be uneven, the persistent demand
for clean governance continues to shape the region’s political landscape in meaningful ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main causes of political corruption in Latin
America?

The main causes of political corruption in Latin America include weak institutions, lack of
transparency, insufficient judicial independence, economic inequality, and the influence of powerful
interest groups on politics.

How does political corruption impact economic development
in Latin American countries?

Political corruption undermines economic development by discouraging foreign investment,
misallocating public resources, increasing inequality, and reducing the effectiveness of public
services and infrastructure projects.

Which Latin American countries have faced significant
political corruption scandals recently?

Countries such as Brazil, Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela have faced significant political corruption
scandals in recent years, involving high-profile politicians and major state-owned enterprises.

What measures are being taken in Latin America to combat
political corruption?

Measures include strengthening anti-corruption laws, increasing transparency and accountability in
government, empowering independent anti-corruption agencies, promoting civil society
participation, and enhancing judicial independence.

How does political corruption affect public trust and
democratic governance in Latin America?

Political corruption erodes public trust in government institutions, weakens democratic governance,
fosters cynicism among citizens, and can lead to political instability and social unrest.

Additional Resources

Political Corruption in Latin America: An In-Depth Examination of Its Roots, Impact, and Ongoing
Challenges



political corruption in latin america remains one of the most persistent and complex challenges
facing the region today. Despite the progress made in democratization and economic development
over recent decades, corruption continues to erode public trust, undermine governance, and hinder
social and economic progress. The phenomenon, deeply embedded in various political systems
across Latin American countries, manifests in diverse forms—from bribery and embezzlement to
nepotism and illicit financing of political campaigns—posing significant obstacles to sustainable
development and institutional integrity.

Understanding the multifaceted nature of political corruption in Latin America requires a thorough
investigation of historical patterns, socio-economic factors, and institutional weaknesses. This article
provides an analytical overview of the causes, manifestations, and consequences of corruption in the
region, with insights drawn from recent data and case studies. Additionally, it explores ongoing anti-
corruption efforts and the challenges governments face in implementing effective reforms.

Historical and Structural Factors Driving Political
Corruption in Latin America

Political corruption in Latin America is deeply rooted in historical legacies and structural conditions
that have shaped the region’s governance systems. The colonial past, characterized by authoritarian
rule, extraction economies, and social inequalities, laid the groundwork for clientelism and
patronage networks that persist today. These networks often facilitate the exchange of favors and
resources between political elites and their constituencies, perpetuating cycles of corruption.

Moreover, weak institutions, limited judicial independence, and inadequate transparency
mechanisms have historically allowed corrupt practices to flourish with minimal accountability.
Many Latin American countries have struggled to establish robust checks and balances, which has
enabled politicians and bureaucrats to exploit their positions for personal or political gain.

Socio-Economic Inequality and Its Role in Corruption

Socio-economic disparities in Latin America exacerbate the problem of political corruption. High
levels of poverty and inequality create environments where corruption can thrive, as marginalized
populations may depend on informal networks for access to basic services. This dependency often
incentivizes politicians to engage in clientelist practices, distributing resources selectively to
maintain electoral support.

Research indicates that countries with pronounced income inequality and limited social mobility
tend to exhibit higher corruption indices. For example, nations with concentrated wealth often see
elite capture of public resources, where political decisions disproportionately favor influential
groups at the expense of broader societal needs.

Manifestations and Forms of Corruption in Latin



America

Political corruption in Latin America is not monolithic; it presents itself in various forms that affect
different levels of government and sectors.

Bribery and Embezzlement

Bribery remains one of the most common types of corruption, involving the exchange of money or
favors for preferential treatment, contracts, or regulatory approvals. Embezzlement refers to the
misappropriation of public funds by officials, often siphoned off from budgets intended for
infrastructure, health, or education.

Countries such as Brazil and Mexico have witnessed high-profile corruption scandals involving
bribes paid by multinational corporations to secure public contracts. These scandals have
highlighted systemic vulnerabilities in procurement processes and regulatory oversight.

Political Campaign Financing and Illicit Influence

The financing of political campaigns in Latin America frequently involves opaque donations and
illicit funding sources. This lack of transparency allows wealthy individuals and interest groups to
exert undue influence over elected officials, shaping policy agendas to serve narrow interests.

Campaign finance irregularities contribute to a broader culture of corruption, where elected
representatives may feel beholden to their donors rather than the electorate. Efforts to regulate and
monitor campaign financing have met with mixed success, as enforcement mechanisms are often
weak or compromised.

Judicial Corruption and Impunity

The judiciary in many Latin American countries faces significant challenges related to corruption
and political interference. When courts are compromised, corrupt officials escape prosecution,
reinforcing a cycle of impunity.

Judicial corruption undermines the rule of law and deters citizens from seeking legal recourse

against abuses of power. Strengthening judicial independence and capacity is therefore critical in
combating political corruption across the region.

Impact of Political Corruption on Latin American
Societies

The consequences of political corruption in Latin America are far-reaching, affecting governance,



economic development, and social cohesion.

Erosion of Public Trust and Democratic Institutions

Corruption severely damages citizens’ trust in government institutions and democratic processes.
Widespread perceptions of corruption contribute to political apathy, social unrest, and
disillusionment with democracy.

For example, surveys conducted by Transparency International reveal that trust in public
institutions across Latin American countries remains considerably low, largely due to persistent
corruption scandals involving high-ranking officials.

Economic Costs and Developmental Challenges

Corruption diverts public resources away from essential services and infrastructure, hampering
economic growth and exacerbating inequality. It raises the costs of doing business, deters foreign
investment, and distorts markets.

The World Bank estimates that corruption can reduce GDP growth by up to 1.5 percentage points

annually in developing regions, a significant drag on efforts to reduce poverty and promote inclusive
development in Latin America.

Social Inequality and Marginalization

Political corruption often perpetuates social inequalities by concentrating wealth and power in the
hands of a few. Marginalized communities are disproportionately affected, as corrupt practices limit
their access to education, healthcare, and justice.

This dynamic reinforces cycles of poverty and exclusion, undermining social mobility and cohesion
across the region.

Anti-Corruption Measures and Their Effectiveness

In response to the widespread problem of political corruption, many Latin American countries have
implemented legal reforms, institutional innovations, and civil society initiatives aimed at enhancing
transparency and accountability.

Legal and Institutional Reforms

Several countries have strengthened anti-corruption frameworks by enacting laws that criminalize
corrupt acts, establish anti-corruption agencies, and mandate financial disclosures for public



officials. For instance, Brazil’s Clean Company Act and Mexico’s National Anti-Corruption System
represent significant steps toward creating more robust oversight mechanisms.

However, enforcement remains uneven, and political will is often insufficient to pursue high-level
cases aggressively.

Role of Civil Society and Media

Civil society organizations and investigative journalism have played vital roles in exposing
corruption and advocating for reforms. Initiatives such as open government platforms and citizen
monitoring projects have increased public scrutiny of government activities.

Notable investigative reports, including the Panama Papers and Odebrecht scandal revelations, have
mobilized public opinion and pressured authorities to take action against corrupt networks.

Challenges and Persistent Obstacles

Despite these efforts, combating political corruption in Latin America faces significant hurdles:

e Entrenched Power Structures: Political elites often resist reforms that threaten their
interests.

e Weak Judicial Systems: Lack of independence and capacity limits the prosecution of
corruption cases.

e Limited Transparency: Insufficient access to information impedes accountability.

¢ Socio-Economic Inequalities: Persistent disparities fuel clientelism and informal networks.

Addressing these challenges requires sustained commitment, regional cooperation, and
comprehensive strategies that go beyond legal reforms to include educational and cultural changes.

Political corruption in Latin America continues to be a formidable barrier to democratic
consolidation and equitable development. While progress has been made in some countries, the
complex interplay of historical legacies, institutional weaknesses, and socio-economic factors
necessitates ongoing vigilance and multifaceted approaches. The future of governance in Latin
America depends not only on strengthening institutions but also on fostering a culture of
transparency and public participation that can ultimately diminish the space for corruption to thrive.

Political Corruption In Latin America

political corruption in latin america: Combating Corruption in Latin America Joseph S.
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Tulchin, Ralph H. Espach, 2000-08-17 Shihata, and Laurence Whitehead.

political corruption in latin america: Political Corruption in Europe and Latin America
Walter Little, Eduardo Posada-Carbd, 1996-12-13 This book looks at political corruption in Latin
American and Europe from both an historical and a contemporary angle. The approach is therefore
comparative and interdisciplinary, bringing together scholars from history, political science,
anthropology, sociology and economics. In addition to general essays, this book includes chapters
analysing political corruption in individual countries: Italy, Spain, France, Great Britain, Chile,
Brazil, Venezuela, Paraguay and Mexico.

political corruption in latin america: Corruption and Democracy in Latin America
Charles H. Blake, Stephen D. Morris, 2009-07-19 Corruption has blurred, and in some cases blinded,
the vision of democracy in many Latin American nations. Weakened institutions and policies have
facilitated the rise of corrupt leadership, election fraud, bribery, and clientelism. Corruption and
Democracy in Latin America presents a groundbreaking national and regional study that provides
policy analysis and prescription through a wide-ranging methodological, empirical, and theoretical
survey. The contributors offer analysis of key topics, including: factors that differentiate Latin
American corruption from that of other regions; the relationship of public policy to corruption in
regional perspective; patterns and types of corruption; public opinion and its impact; and
corruption's critical links to democracy and governance.Additional chapters present case studies on
specific instances of corruption: diverted funds from a social program in Peru; Chilean citizens'
attitudes toward corruption; the effects of interparty competition on vote buying in local Brazilian
elections; and the determinants of state-level corruption in Mexico under Vicente Fox. The volume
concludes with a comparison of the lessons drawn from these essays to the evolution of
anticorruption policy in Latin America over the past two decades. It also applies these lessons to the
broader study of corruption globally to provide a framework for future research in this crucial area.

political corruption in latin america: Corruption in Latin America Robert 1. Rotberg,
2018-10-19 This book is the newest and one of the very few existing examinations of the full nature
of corruption throughout Central and South America. In detailed chapters written by experts with
extensive in-country experience, it reveals the political and economic roots and consequences of
corruption in Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, and Peru. The
editor’s introduction and conclusion texts synthesize their work and provides an over-arching view of
corrupt practices and anti-corruption initiatives throughout Latin America. Corruption in Latin
America shows the extent to which corrupt practices engulf each of the countries discussed, the
involvement of political and corporate entities in the pursuit of ill-gotten gains, and the drag on
development caused by corruption in each political entity. The book will be of interest for social
scientists, political actors and social activists involved in the fight against corruption in Latin
America byproviding in-depth analyses of the topic and discussing how best to pursue
anti-corruption efforts through civil society actions, judicial endeavors, legal shifts, or elections.

political corruption in latin america: Tackling Corruption in Latin America Guillaume
Fontaine, Alejandro Hernandez-Luis, Taymi Mildn, Carlos Rodrigues de Caires, 2023-11-07 This book
examines anti-corruption policies in Latin America. It compares best practices in public procurement
and state budgets in order to provide new insights into policy design for governments, civil society
organisations and international organisations engaged in the fight against corruption. The book
assesses how a paradigm shift toward transparency in global governance has led to major changes
in public policies in the region since the late 1990s. Using Uruguay and Chile as case studies, it then
demonstrates the causal mechanisms linking transparency institutionalisation to corruption control.
The book also offers recommendations for research and practice about the importance of coherent
public accountability systems, that combine citizen oversight over government with government
responsibility towards non-state actors. It will appeal to scholars and students of public policy,
public administration and governance in Latin America, as well as those interested in political
corruption.

political corruption in latin america: Corruption & Politics in Latin America Stephen D.



Morris, Charles H. Blake, 2010 This text provides a comparative look at corruption within Latin
America. Through case study topics, the levels of corruption, how democratic rule is affected, how it
contributes to poverty and inequality, and the level of citizen reaction are all discussed. The authors
also seek to provide the basic tools needed to understand this emerging subfield and to incorporate
a basic knowledge of corruption into a broader understanding of Lain American politics.

political corruption in latin america: Governance for the 21st Century Andrés Gonzalez,
2007 In recent years, corruption has become a major threat to political systems around the world
due to its ability to damage and destabilize national as well as international democratic institutions.
Since the end of the Cold War, corruption has not entirely changed in its pathology. However, this
phenomenon has become a serious political and economic danger for states and regions, especially
in Latin America. This book analyzes recent concerns raised by the problem of this region, focusing
on three countries: Argentina, Chile and Ecuador. It gives an overview of definitions, forms and
typologies of corruption as well as its causes and effects. Moreover, the book introduces and
discusses different approaches offered as solutions to corruption. The case studies allow a possible
explanation of the degree of propensity that these countries show towards corruption.

political corruption in latin america: Political Corruption in Latin America Alejandro
Nuchera Vadillo, 2006

political corruption in latin america: The Politics of Anti-Corruption Agencies in Latin
America Joseph Pozsgai-Alvarez, 2021-11-29 This book investigates the history, development, and
current state of anti-corruption agencies in Latin America. In recent decades, specialized
anti-corruption agencies have sprung up as countries seek to respond to corruption and to counter
administrative and political challenges. However, the characteristics, resources, power, and
performance of these agencies reflect the political and economic environment in which they operate.
This book draws on a range of case studies from across Latin America, considering both national
anti-corruption bodies and agencies created and administered by, or in close coordination with,
international organizations. Together, these stories demonstrate the importance of the political will
of reformers, the private interests of key actors, the organizational space of other agencies, the
position of advocacy groups, and the level of support from the public at large. This book will be a key
resource for researchers across political science, corruption studies, development, and Latin
American Studies. It will also be a valuable guide for policy makers and professionals in NGOs and
international organizations working on anti-corruption advocacy and policy advice.

political corruption in latin america: Corruption in Latin America David Arellano-Gault,
2019-09-05 In Corruption in Latin America the reader is presented with an alternative starting point
for understanding corruption in this key region. The author asserts that corruption is a stable and
rational social and organizational mechanism. Seen through this lens, we can begin to understand
why it persists, and how to implement strategies to control corruption effectively. Beginning with an
in-depth, nuanced examination of the concept of corruption, the author establishes the theoretical
basis for viewing corruption as a social construct. An analysis of the experiences of four countries in
the region - Argentina, Brazil, Guatemala and Mexico - provides the reader with concrete data from
which they can understand how and why these behaviors are reproduced, validated, and tolerated in
everyday settings between governments and citizens, governments and firms, and firms and clients.
Once we see corruption as the socially sanctioned norm for getting business done, we can begin to
produce and propose effective solutions to reduce corruption in Latin America by designing and
implementing instruments that transform this dynamic. This rigorous and original approach will
challenge the reader’s assumptions about corruption, and will appeal to students of corporate
governance, international business, public management, and business ethics.

political corruption in latin america: Prosecutors, Voters and The Criminalization of
Corruption in Latin America Ezequiel A. Gonzalez-Ocantos, Paula Mufioz Chirinos, Nara Pavao,
Viviana Baraybar Hidalgo, 2023-04-06 Studies the largest foreign bribery case in history to identify
the drivers, impact and dilemmas of resolute anti-corruption efforts.

political corruption in latin america: Crime, Violence and the State in Latin America




Jonathan D. Rosen, Hanna Samir Kassab, 2020-08-03 In this succinct text, Jonathan D. Rosen and
Hanna Samir Kassab explore the linkage between weak institutions and government policies
designed to combat drug trafficking, organized crime, and violence in Latin America. Using
quantitative analysis to examine criminal violence and publicly available survey data from the Latin
American Public Opinion Project (LAPOP) to conduct regression analysis, individual case studies on
Colombia, Mexico, El Salvador, and Nicaragua highlight the major challenges that governments face
and how they have responded to various security issues. Rosen and Kassab later turn their attention
to the role of external criminal actors in the region and offer policy recommendations and lessons
learned. Questions explored include: What are the major trends in organized crime in this country?
How has organized crime evolved over time? Who are the major criminal actors? How has state
fragility contributed to organized crime and violence (and vice versa)? What has been the
government’s response to drug trafficking and organized crime? Have such policies contributed to
violence? Crime, Violence and the State in Latin America is suitable to both undergraduate and
graduate courses in criminal justice, international relations, political science, comparative politics,
international political economy, organized crime, drug trafficking, and violence.

political corruption in latin america: Corruption and Politics in Latin America Charles H.
Blake, Stephen D. Morris, 2023 Does corruption grease the wheels of Latin American politics,
facilitating its operation? Or does it undermine democratic rule and worsen the perennial problems
of poverty and inequality. Do citizens condemn, condone, or simply acquiesce to the corrupt
behavior of their politicians? Corruption and Politics in Latin America addresses these thorny
questions, offering a fresh and timely approach to the subject. The authors' systematic comparative
analysis of six countries--Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Cuba, Mexico, and Venezuela--focuses on
patterns and underlying causes of corruption, the impact of political and economic changes, the
effect of corruption on politics and society, and the nature and effectiveness of recent reforms. There
is also a chapter devoted to regional and international efforts to attack corruption. With a common
analytical approach reflected throughout, the book is both an accessible introduction and a source of
new and provocative information and analysis.

political corruption in latin america: Challenges to Democracy in Latin America and the
Caribbean Mitchell A. Seligson, 2008

political corruption in latin america: Government at a Glance: Latin America and the
Caribbean 2020 OECD, 2020-03-20 This third edition of Government at a Glance Latin America and
the Caribbean provides the latest available evidence on public administrations and their
performance in the LAC region and compares it to OECD countries. This publication includes
indicators on public finances and economics, public employment, centres of government, regulatory
governance, open government data, public sector integrity, public procurement and for the first time
core government results (e.g. trust, inequality reduction).

political corruption in latin america: Politics Latin America Gavin O'Toole, 2017-08-23
Politics Latin America examines the role of Latin America in the world and its importance to the
study of politics with particular emphasis on the institutions and processes that exist to guarantee
democracy and the forces that threaten to compromise it. Now in its third edition and fully revised to
reflect recent developments in the region, Politics Latin America provides students and teachers
with an accessible overview of the region’s unique political and economic landscape, covering every
aspect of governance in its 21 countries. The book examines the international relations of Latin
American states as they seek to carve out a role in an increasingly globalised world and will be an
ideal introduction for undergraduate courses in Latin American politics, comparative politics, and
other disciplines. This new edition will include: updated references to scholarship and debates; new
themes such as environmental rights, women presidents, the Latin American Pope, Afro-Latinos, and
the politics of sexual diversity; examination of demographic change and social movements; a new
chapter on environmental economics and sustainable development. This book is essential reading for
undergraduates taking courses in Latin American Politics.

political corruption in latin america: Latin America and the Global Political Stage



Joshua Hyles, 2021-09-14 This collection of essays on international relations places particular
emphasis on Latin America and its place on the world stage. Featuring contributions by recognized
authorities and new scholars alike in a broad range of related fields, the anthology provides a global
view of the intricacies of international and national relationships, with a special focus on the
countries of Latin America and a consideration of the most recent developments in international and
national diplomacy, including the concept of Trumpism.

political corruption in latin america: Corruption and the L.ava Jato Scandal in Latin America
Paul F Lagunes, Jan Svejnar, 2020-05-28 Corruption and the Lava Jato Scandal in Latin America
brings together key international and interdisciplinary perspectives to shine new light on Lava Jato,
or Operation Car Wash, Latin America’s largest corruption scandal to date. Since 2014, this scandal
has unfolded in surprising ways to expose collusion between construction companies and state
officials in Brazil and 11 other countries. The corruption uncovered amounts in the order of
hundreds of millions of dollars in bribes and billions of dollars in stolen state funds. The volume
features evidence that the main construction company at the center of the scandal
was—apparently—deliberate about seeking business in corrupt markets. It also evaluates the
ambiguous role played by the media, whose members often relied uncritically on classified
information released by the authorities. The volume further contributes to our understanding with
studies on a number of other relevant topics, including: the overlap between corruption and the
planning of the Rio Olympics; Mexico and Peru’s contrasting responses to Lava Jato; the policy
reforms needed to avoid a similar scandal in the future; and the roadmap for how Lava Jato should
end. Across 15 chapters by leading and emerging scholars and practitioners, this book engages with
these issues from a balanced and unbiased perspective, including interviews with key stakeholders
on both sides of the case. As one of the first book-length studies to deal with Lava Jato in the English
language, this ground-breaking volume is a compelling reading for advanced students and
researchers in areas including Corruption Studies, Public Ethics, Political Science, and Latin
American Studies, as well as for practitioners working to make governments more accountable.

political corruption in latin america: Latin American Politics and Society Gerardo L. Munck,
Juan Pablo Luna, 2022-06-09 An engaging introduction to Latin America with a fresh, thematic
approach to key political and social issues. This accessible undergraduate textbook examines the
entirety of the region, addressing complex issues in a clear and direct manner. Grounded in
cutting-edge research and data, concepts are illustrated through tables, maps, and timelines.

political corruption in latin america: Integrity for Good Governance in Latin America and the
Caribbean From Commitments to Action OECD, 2018-10-18 Increasing productivity, enhancing
social inclusion and strengthening institutions are top priorities for countries in Latin America and
the Caribbean, and constitute therefore the three pillars of the OECD LAC Regional Programme.
Good public governance and a strong culture of integrity are ...
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