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oxford university press a very short introduction offers a fascinating
glimpse into one of the world’s oldest and most respected publishing houses.
For anyone curious about the history, impact, and scope of academic and
educational publishing, understanding Oxford University Press (OUP) is
essential. This article will walk you through the origins, evolution, and
current role of OUP, while highlighting why it continues to shape knowledge
dissemination globally. Whether you’re a student, educator, researcher, or
simply a curious reader, this overview will provide valuable insights into
the workings of a publishing giant.

Tracing the Origins of Oxford University Press

Oxford University Press has roots that stretch back over five centuries,
making it not only the largest university press in the world but also one of
the most historically significant. Founded as part of the University of
Oxford, OUP’s beginnings can be traced to the early 16th century. The press’s
first recorded book was printed in 1478, but it wasn’t until the 17th century
that the press gained formal recognition and began operating under the
university’s authority.

The Early Days and Royal Charters

In 1586, Queen Elizabeth I granted a royal charter to the University of
Oxford, allowing it to print “all manner of books.” This official endorsement
helped OUP expand its reach, especially in academic and theological texts.
Over the centuries, the press grew steadily, publishing works that
established the university’s intellectual reputation around the world.

A Legacy of Scholarly Excellence

What distinguishes OUP from many other publishers is its deep connection to
academic rigor and scholarship. The press has long been committed to
producing authoritative texts in various fields, including theology, law,
medicine, science, and the humanities. This dedication to quality has earned
OUP a special place in the world of academic publishing.



Oxford University Press Today: Scope and
Influence

Fast-forward to the present, and Oxford University Press is a global
powerhouse with a diverse catalog that spans academic research, educational
materials, reference works, and even general interest books. It publishes
thousands of new titles annually, catering to readers across continents and
disciplines.

Educational Publishing: Shaping Learning Worldwide

One of the most significant areas where OUP has made a lasting impact is in
education. From primary school textbooks to advanced university-level
coursework, Oxford University Press provides resources that help shape
curricula and support teachers and students alike. Their educational division
is renowned for creating materials that are not only informative but also
engaging and accessible.

Reference Works and Dictionaries

Perhaps some of the most recognizable contributions of OUP are their
dictionaries and reference books. The Oxford English Dictionary (OED) is a
monumental work that has become the standard for English language
scholarship. Alongside the OED, OUP produces a variety of specialized
dictionaries, encyclopedias, and academic reference works that are
indispensable tools for writers, researchers, and language lovers.

Digital Transformation and Innovation

In recent decades, Oxford University Press has embraced digital technology to
enhance how knowledge is shared. Online platforms, e-books, and digital
learning tools have expanded OUP’s reach and accessibility. This digital
shift is crucial in today’s fast-paced world, where learners and scholars
expect instant access to reliable information.

Why Oxford University Press Stands Out

Understanding what makes Oxford University Press unique helps explain its
enduring success. The press is not just a commercial publisher; it operates
as a department of the University of Oxford, meaning its mission aligns
closely with the advancement of knowledge and education rather than purely



financial gain.

Commitment to Academic Integrity

Every publication from OUP undergoes a rigorous peer-review process, ensuring
that the content meets the highest scholarly standards. This commitment to
quality safeguards the trust readers place in OUP materials, whether they are
complex research volumes or user-friendly textbooks.

Global Reach with Local Sensitivity

Although OUP is headquartered in Oxford, England, it has offices worldwide,
including in the United States, India, China, and South Africa. This global
presence enables it to produce content that respects local cultures and
educational needs while maintaining universal academic standards.

Support for Authors and Researchers

Oxford University Press is known for nurturing relationships with authors,
editors, and academics. It offers extensive editorial support and promotion,
helping scholars bring their work to a broad audience. This collaborative
approach contributes to a vibrant academic community.

Exploring “Oxford University Press: A Very
Short Introduction” – The Book

For readers interested in a concise yet comprehensive overview of OUP itself,
the book titled “Oxford University Press: A Very Short Introduction” serves
as an excellent resource. Part of the popular “Very Short Introductions”
series by Oxford University Press, this title distills the complex history
and multifaceted operations of the press into an engaging and accessible
narrative.

What to Expect from the Book

The book covers the evolution of the press, its publishing philosophy, and
how it balances tradition with modern demands. It also delves into challenges
faced by university presses in the digital age, including issues like
copyright, open access, and the economics of academic publishing.



Who Should Read It?

This introduction is perfect for students of publishing, history, or
literature, as well as anyone keen to understand how knowledge is curated and
disseminated on a global scale. Its approachable style makes it suitable for
readers without specialist knowledge but with a genuine interest in the
subject.

Tips for Navigating Oxford University Press
Resources

If you’re planning to explore Oxford University Press materials for study or
research, here are a few tips to get the most out of their vast offerings:

Use the OUP Website: The official Oxford University Press website
provides easy access to catalogs, digital resources, and educational
tools.

Explore OUP Journals: For academic researchers, OUP publishes hundreds
of scholarly journals across disciplines—many offer free abstracts and
some open-access content.

Leverage Digital Platforms: Platforms like Oxford Handbooks Online or
Oxford Reference provide comprehensive collections of articles and
entries that can be invaluable for quick research.

Check for Educational Discounts: Students and educators often benefit
from discounts or institutional access, so it’s worth investigating
through your school or university.

The Future of Oxford University Press

Looking ahead, Oxford University Press faces the ongoing challenge of
adapting to rapid shifts in technology, publishing models, and educational
needs. Open access publishing, digital learning innovations, and global
demand for multilingual content are areas where OUP continues to invest
heavily.

In embracing these developments, OUP remains committed to its founding
principles: to support education, scholarship, and the spread of knowledge
worldwide. This balance between tradition and innovation ensures that Oxford
University Press will continue to be a cornerstone of academic publishing for



years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Oxford University Press A Very Short
Introduction' series?
The 'Oxford University Press A Very Short Introduction' series is a
collection of concise books that provide brief and accessible overviews of a
wide range of subjects, written by experts in their fields.

Who publishes the 'A Very Short Introduction'
series?
The series is published by Oxford University Press, a department of the
University of Oxford and one of the largest and most prestigious academic
publishers in the world.

What topics are covered in the 'A Very Short
Introduction' series?
The series covers a vast array of topics including history, philosophy,
science, religion, literature, politics, and more, offering succinct
introductions to complex subjects.

How long are the books in the 'A Very Short
Introduction' series?
Books in the series are typically around 100 to 150 pages long, making them
concise and easy to read while still providing substantial information.

Who is the target audience for the 'A Very Short
Introduction' books?
The books are aimed at general readers, students, and anyone interested in
gaining a quick yet authoritative understanding of a subject without prior
knowledge.

Are the 'A Very Short Introduction' books suitable
for academic study?
Yes, while they are brief, the books are written by experts and provide
reliable introductions that can complement academic study or serve as a
starting point for further research.



Can 'A Very Short Introduction' books be used in
classrooms?
Absolutely, many educators use these books as supplementary reading material
to introduce students to new topics in a clear and engaging way.

How frequently are new titles added to the 'A Very
Short Introduction' series?
Oxford University Press regularly publishes new titles in the series, often
adding several new subjects each year to keep the collection current and
comprehensive.

Where can I purchase or access 'Oxford University
Press A Very Short Introduction' books?
These books are available for purchase through bookstores, online retailers
like Amazon, and directly from the Oxford University Press website. Some
titles may also be accessible via libraries and academic databases.

Additional Resources
Oxford University Press: A Very Short Introduction

oxford university press a very short introduction serves as an essential
gateway to understanding one of the world’s oldest and most prestigious
academic publishing houses. As a department of the University of Oxford,
Oxford University Press (OUP) represents a unique blend of scholarly
tradition, publishing innovation, and a global educational mission. This
article delves into the history, scope, and significance of OUP, exploring
how it has maintained its relevance in an evolving publishing landscape while
continuing to influence academia, education, and culture worldwide.

Historical Roots and Evolution

Founded in the late 15th century, Oxford University Press is arguably the
oldest university press in the world. Its origins trace back to the printing
activities linked with the University of Oxford, which began shortly after
the introduction of the printing press to England. OUP’s formal charter was
granted in 1636, giving it exclusive rights to print books associated with
the university. Over centuries, it expanded from solely publishing academic
texts and theological works to a diverse portfolio including dictionaries,
journals, educational materials, and digital content.

The longevity of OUP is a testament to its ability to adapt. For instance,



the publication of the first Oxford English Dictionary (OED) in the late 19th
century marked a monumental achievement, establishing OUP’s reputation for
authoritative reference works. The OED remains a cornerstone publication,
reflecting the press’s commitment to scholarly rigor and linguistic
scholarship.

Scope and Global Reach

OUP today operates in over 50 countries, publishing thousands of titles
annually across multiple disciplines. Its catalog spans humanities, social
sciences, science, medicine, law, education, and more. Unlike many commercial
publishers, OUP’s profits are reinvested into the university’s academic
mission, reinforcing the press’s identity as a non-profit entity dedicated to
knowledge dissemination.

The press’s global reach is further emphasized by its multilingual publishing
ventures and partnerships with international academic institutions. OUP’s
educational division produces textbooks and digital learning tools that cater
to diverse curricula worldwide, highlighting its role beyond traditional book
publishing.

Innovations in Digital Publishing

In response to the accelerating digital transformation in publishing, Oxford
University Press has embraced technology extensively. Its online platforms,
such as Oxford Academic and Oxford Reference, provide access to thousands of
scholarly journals, databases, and reference works. The digitization of the
OED is a key example of how OUP has modernized its flagship products to meet
contemporary user needs.

This digital shift not only broadens access but also introduces new
challenges relating to copyright, pricing models, and content delivery. OUP’s
strategy balances maintaining scholarly quality with leveraging digital tools
to enhance user experience, such as interactive e-books and adaptive learning
platforms.

Assessing Oxford University Press: Strengths
and Challenges

Oxford University Press’s reputation is built on authoritative content,
rigorous peer review, and a strong connection to the University of Oxford’s
academic community. Its editorial standards and commitment to quality make it
a trusted source for researchers, educators, and students alike.



However, like many academic publishers, OUP faces challenges in an
increasingly competitive and open-access-oriented environment. The rise of
open-access publishing demands new business models and operational
flexibility. Moreover, the global pandemic accelerated the need for digital
resources, forcing OUP and similar presses to innovate rapidly while managing
financial pressures.

Comparative Analysis with Other University Presses

When compared to other prominent university presses such as Cambridge
University Press or Harvard University Press, OUP distinguishes itself
through its scale, historical prestige, and the breadth of its publishing
activities. Cambridge University Press, also a major player, similarly
balances tradition with innovation but is often seen as slightly more
specialized in scientific publishing. Harvard University Press, while
influential, operates on a smaller scale with a focus on humanities and
social sciences.

OUP’s diverse output and global distribution network give it a competitive
edge, although this also requires managing complex logistics and varied
market demands.

Key Publications and Their Impact

Among OUP’s vast catalog, certain publications have had outsized impact on
education and scholarship:

Oxford English Dictionary (OED): The definitive historical dictionary of
the English language, continuously updated and a standard reference
worldwide.

Oxford World’s Classics: Affordable editions of classic literature and
philosophy, making important texts accessible to students and general
readers.

Academic Journals: Over 300 scholarly journals that contribute
significantly to many fields, maintaining high editorial and peer-review
standards.

Educational Resources: Textbooks and digital platforms for primary,
secondary, and tertiary education supporting curricula internationally.

These key offerings highlight OUP’s dual role as both a guardian of academic
heritage and a facilitator of contemporary education.



Balancing Tradition and Modernity

One of the most compelling aspects of Oxford University Press is its ability
to uphold centuries-old traditions while embracing modern publishing trends.
The press’s commitment to excellence is rooted in its scholarly origins, yet
it remains at the forefront of technological adaptation. For example, the
integration of artificial intelligence and data analytics into content
curation and distribution reflects OUP’s forward-looking strategy.

This balance ensures that OUP not only preserves its legacy but also
continues to influence global education and research in meaningful ways.

---

Oxford University Press remains a beacon in the world of academic publishing,
representing a rare combination of historical gravitas and contemporary
relevance. Its ongoing evolution underscores the dynamic nature of knowledge
dissemination in the 21st century, firmly establishing OUP as more than just
a publisher—it is an institution dedicated to fostering learning,
scholarship, and cultural enrichment across the globe.
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  oxford university press a very short introduction: Design: A Very Short Introduction John
Heskett, 2005 This book will transform the way you think about design by showing how integral it is
to our daily lives, from the spoon we use to eat our breakfast cereal to the medical equipment used
to save lives. John Heskett goes beyond style and taste to look at how different cultures and
individuals personalise objects.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction
Edward Craig, 2002-02-21 Philosophy introduces important themes in ethics, knowledge, and the
self, via readings from Plato, Aristotle, Darwin, and Buddhist writers. It explains how areas of
philosophy relate and explores the contexts in which philosophy was and is done.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Music: A Very Short Introduction Nicholas
Cook, 2000-02-24 This stimulating Very Short Introduction to music invites us to really think about
music and the values and qualities we ascribe to it. The world teems with different kinds of
music-traditional, folk, classical, jazz, rock, pop-and each type of music tends to come with its own
way of thinking. Drawing on a wealth of accessible examples ranging from Beethoven to Chinese
zither music, Nicholas Cook attempts to provide a framework for thinking about all music. By
examining the personal, social, and cultural values that music embodies, the book reveals the
shortcomings of traditional conceptions of music, and sketches a more inclusive approach
emphasizing the role of performers and listeners. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: History: A Very Short Introduction
John Arnold, 2000-02-24 There are many stories we can tell about the past, and we are not, perhaps,
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as free as we might imagine in our choice of which stories to tell, or where those stories end. John
Arnold's Very Short Introduction is a stimulating essay about how we study and understand history.
The book begins by inviting us to think about various questions provoked by our investigation of
history, and explores the ways these questions have been answered in the past. Concepts such as
causation, interpretation, and periodization, are introduced by means of concrete examples of how
historians work, giving the reader a sense of the excitement of discovering not only the past, but also
ourselves. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Education Gary Thomas, 2021-09-23
Since the early Egyptians human beings have formalised the business of learning, setting up a
designated environment of some form to pass knowledge and learning on to groups of students. In
this second edition of his Very Short Introduction, Gary Thomas explores how and why education has
evolved as it has, examining the ways in which it has responded over the centuries to various
influences in politics, philosophy, and the social sciences. Focussing on education today, he
considers especially the controversies over progressive versus formal teaching, and also examines
education worldwide, assessing the accelerating trend on both sides of the Atlantic of the move to
charter, academy, and 'free' schools. The COVID-19 pandemic has dramatically accelerated moves to
online learning in schools and universities, and in this new edition Thomas looks again at
curriculums and what shape they should take in a rapidly changing world. He asks why action on
race, gender and social inequality has borne so little fruit thus far, questioning the oft-made claim of
education to be a force for social mobility, and offering an analysis on how education may develop
over the coming century. Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp, Inspiring ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Public Health: A Very Short Introduction
Virginia Berridge, 2017-04-06 Public health is a term much used in the media, by health
professionals, and by activists. At the national or the local level there are ministries or departments
of public health, whilst international agencies such as the World Health Organisation promote public
health policies, and regional organisations such as the European Union have public health funding
and policies. But what do we mean when we speak about 'public health'? In this Very Short
Introduction Virginia Berridge explores the areas which fall under the remit of public health, and
explains how the individual histories of different countries have come to cause great differences in
the perception of the role and responsibilities of public health organisations. Thus, in the United
States litigation on public health issues is common, but state involvement is less, while some
Scandinavian countries have a tradition of state involvement or even state ownership of industries
such as alcohol in connection with public health. In its narrowest sense, public health can refer to
the health of a population, the longevity of individual members, and their freedom from disease, but
it can also be anticipatory, geared to the prevention of illness, rather than simply the provision of
care and treatment. In the way public health deals with healthy as well as sick people it is therefore
a separate concept from health services, which deal with the sick population. Drawing on a wide
range of international examples, Berridge demonstrates the central role of history to understanding
the amorphous nature of public health today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Biography Hermione Lee, 2009-07-09



Biography is one of the most popular, best-selling, and widely-read of literary genres. But why do
certain people and historical events arouse so much interest? How can biographies be compared
with history and works of fiction? Does a biography need to be true? Is it acceptable to omit or
conceal things? Does the biographer need to personally know the subject? Must a biographer be
subjective? In this Very Short Introduction Hermione Lee considers the cultural and historical
background of different types of biographies, looking at the factors that affect biographers and
whether there are different strategies, ethics, and principles required for writing about one person
compared to another. She also considers contemporary biographical publications and considers what
kind of 'lives' are the most popular and in demand. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Thinking and Reasoning Jonathan St. B. T.
Evans, 2017 Thinking is the essence of what it means to be human and defines us more than
anything else as a species. Jonathan Evans explores cognitive psychological approaches to
understanding the nature of thinking and reasoning, problem solving, and decision making.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Science Fiction: A Very Short
Introduction David Seed, 2011-06-23 David Seed examines how science fiction has emerged as a
popular genre of literature in the 20th century, and discusses it in relation to themes such as science
and technology, space, aliens, utopias, and gender. Looking at some of the most influential writers of
the genre he also considers the wider social and political issues it raises.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: A Very Short Introduction to Everything
Oxford University Press, 2003-12 Sample sections from the Very short introductions series are
presented in this encapsulation of human knowledge.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Plato Julia Annas, 2003-02-13 This
introduction to Plato focuses on the philosophy and argument of his writings, drawing the reader
into Plato's way of doing philosophy, and the general themes of his thinking. It includes a brief
account of Plato's life.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Law Raymond Wacks, 2015 Law is at the
heart of every society, protecting rights, imposing duties, and establishing a framework for the
conduct of almost all social, political, and economic activity. Despite this, the law often seems a
highly technical, perplexing mystery, with its antiquated and often impenetrable jargon, obsolete
procedures, and endless stream of complex statutes and legislation. In this Very Short Introduction
Raymond Wacks introduces the major branches of the law, describing what lawyers do, and how
courts operate, and considers the philosophy of law and its pursuit of justice, freedom, and equality.
In this second edition, Wacks locates the discipline in our contemporary world, considering the
pressures of globalization and digitalisation and the nature of the law in our culture of threatened
security and surveillance. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Literary Theory: A Very Short
Introduction Jonathan Culler, 2011-07-28 Culler offers insights into theories about the nature of
language and meaning, looks at whether literature is a form of self-expression or a method of appeal
to an audience, and outlines the ideas behind deconstruction and semiotics.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Comedy: A Very Short Introduction
Matthew Bevis, 2012-12-20 To consider comedy in its many incarnations is to raise diverse but
related questions: what, for instance, is humour, and how may it be used (or abused)? When do we
laugh, and why? What is it that writers and speakers enjoy - and risk - when they tell a joke, indulge



in bathos, talk nonsense, or encourage irony? This Very Short Introduction explores comedy both as
a literary genre, and as a range of non-literary phenomena, experiences and events. Matthew Bevis
studies the classics of comic drama, prose fiction and poetry, alongside forms of pantomime, comic
opera, silent cinema, popular music, Broadway shows, music-hall, stand-up and circus acts,
rom-coms, sketch shows, sit-coms, caricatures, and cartoons. Taking in scenes from Aristophanes to
The Office, from the Roman Saturnalia to Groundhog Day, Bevis also considers comic theory from
Aristotle to Freud and beyond, tracing how comic achievements have resisted as well as confirmed
theory across the ages. This book takes comedy seriously without taking it solemnly, and offers an
engaging study of the comic spirit which lies at the heart of our shared social and cultural life.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Aristotle: A Very Short Introduction
Jonathan Barnes, 2000-10-12 In this book, Jonathan Barnes examines Aristotle's scientific
researches, his discoveries in logic and his metaphysical theories, his work in psychology and in
ethics and politics, placing his teachings in their historical context.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Information Luciano Floridi, 2010-02-25
We live an information-soaked existence - information pours into our lives through television, radio,
books, and of course, the Internet. Some say we suffer from 'infoglut'. But what is information? The
concept of 'information' is a profound one, rooted in mathematics, central to whole branches of
science, yet with implications on every aspect of our everyday lives: DNA provides the information to
create us; we learn through the information fed to us; we relate to each other through information
transfer - gossip, lectures, reading. Information is not only a mathematically powerful concept, but
its critical role in society raises wider ethical issues: who owns information? Who controls its
dissemination? Who has access to information? Luciano Floridi, a philosopher of information, cuts
across many subjects, from a brief look at the mathematical roots of information - its definition and
measurement in 'bits'- to its role in genetics (we are information), and its social meaning and value.
He ends by considering the ethics of information, including issues of ownership, privacy, and
accessibility; copyright and open source. For those unfamiliar with its precise meaning and wide
applicability as a philosophical concept, 'information' may seem a bland or mundane topic. Those
who have studied some science or philosophy or sociology will already be aware of its centrality and
richness. But for all readers, whether from the humanities or sciences, Floridi gives a fascinating
and inspirational introduction to this most fundamental of ideas. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: German Literature Nicholas Boyle,
2008-02-28 German writers, from Luther and Goethe to Heine, Brecht, and Günter Grass, have had a
profound influence on the modern world. This Very Short Introduction presents an engrossing tour
of the course of German literature from the late Middle Ages to the present, focussing especially on
the last 250 years. Emphasizing the economic and religious context of many masterpieces of German
literature, it highlights how they can be interpreted as responses to social and political changes
within an often violent and tragic history. The result is a new and clear perspective which
illuminates the power of German literature and the German intellectual tradition, and its impact on
the wider cultural world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.



  oxford university press a very short introduction: Barthes Jonathan Culler, 2002-02-21 This
acclaimed short study, originally published in 1983, and now thoroughly updated, elucidates the
varied theoretical contributions of Roland Barthes (1915-80), the 'incomparable enlivener of the
literary mind' whose lifelong fascination was with the way people make their world intelligible. He
has a multi-faceted claim to fame: to some he is the structuralist who outlined a 'science of
literature', and the most prominent promoter of semiology; to others he stands not for science but
pleasure, espousing a theory of literature which gives the reader a creative role. This book describes
the many projects, which Barthes explored and which helped to change the way we think about a
range of cultural phenomena - from literature, fashion, wrestling, and advertising to notions of the
self, of history, and of nature. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: Voltaire Nicholas Cronk, 2017-02-10
Voltaire (1694-1778), best remembered as the author of Candide, is one of the central actors --
arguably the defining personality -- of the European Enlightenment. In this Very Short Introduction,
Nicholas Cronk explores Voltaire's remarkable career and demonstrates how his thinking is pivotal
to our notion and understanding of the Enlightenment. In a fresh and modern examination of his
writings, Cronk examines the nature of Voltaire's literary celebrity, demonstrating the extent to
which his work was reactive and practical, and therefore made sense within the broader context of
the debates to which he responded. The most famous living author in Europe in the 18th century,
Cronk emphasises Voltaire's skills of 'performance' as a writer and his continued relevance today.
He concludes by looking not only at Voltaire's impact in literature and philosophy, but also his
influence on French political values and modern French politics. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  oxford university press a very short introduction: The Welfare State David Garland, 2016
This Very Short Introduction discusses the necessity of welfare states in modern capitalist societies.
Situating social policy in an historical, sociological, and comparative perspective, David Garland
brings a new understanding to familiar debates, policies, and institutions.
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