
oxford a very short introduction
Oxford: A Very Short Introduction

oxford a very short introduction is more than just a phrase—it encapsulates the
essence of one of the world’s most iconic cities and academic institutions in a concise and
accessible way. Whether you’re a student, a history enthusiast, or simply curious about the
rich tapestry that makes up Oxford, exploring this topic offers a fascinating glimpse into
its enduring legacy. This article delves into what makes Oxford so unique, drawing on the
themes and insights presented in the acclaimed “Oxford: A Very Short Introduction” book,
while weaving in broader context, cultural highlights, and historical tidbits that truly bring
the city to life.

Understanding Oxford: More Than Just a
University Town

When people hear “Oxford,” the first thing that often springs to mind is the prestigious
University of Oxford. However, as the very short introduction to Oxford reveals, the city
itself is a vibrant and multifaceted place with a deep history that predates the university
by centuries. Nestled in the English countryside, Oxford’s charm lies in the seamless blend
of medieval architecture, cobbled streets, and a thriving cultural scene.

The Historical Roots of Oxford

Oxford’s roots stretch back to Saxon times, with its name believed to mean “ford of the
oxen,” referring to a river crossing used by cattle. This early significance as a trading and
crossing point laid the groundwork for its later growth. By the 12th century, Oxford had
become a center of learning, with scholars gathering to teach and debate in what
eventually evolved into the University of Oxford.

The city’s rich history is visible everywhere—from the towering spires of the “City of
Dreaming Spires,” a phrase coined by poet Matthew Arnold, to the ancient colleges that
have witnessed centuries of intellectual breakthroughs and cultural developments.

The University of Oxford: A Legacy of Excellence

The University of Oxford is often described as one of the oldest universities in the world,
with origins dating back to the late 11th or early 12th century. The university is not a
single institution but a federation of autonomous colleges, each with its own traditions,
architecture, and academic focus. This collegiate system is one of the defining features
that sets Oxford apart from other universities globally.

Oxford has produced a remarkable number of influential alumni, including prime



ministers, Nobel laureates, writers like J.R.R. Tolkien and Lewis Carroll, and numerous
other leaders in science, politics, and the arts. The university’s tutorial system,
emphasizing close mentorship and critical thinking, has been a model for education
worldwide.

Oxford’s Cultural and Intellectual Impact

Oxford’s influence extends far beyond academia. The city and university have played
pivotal roles in shaping British culture, politics, and intellectual life.

Literary and Artistic Heritage

Oxford has long been a muse for writers and artists. The city features prominently in
classic literature and modern works alike. The university libraries, such as the Bodleian
Library, are treasure troves of manuscripts and rare books that inspire scholars and
creatives. Festivals, museums, and theaters throughout Oxford contribute to a lively
cultural atmosphere that balances tradition with innovation.

Scientific Contributions and Innovations

In addition to its humanities prowess, Oxford has been at the forefront of scientific
discovery. From early breakthroughs in medicine and physics to cutting-edge research in
technology and environmental science, Oxford’s research institutions continue to push
boundaries. The city’s commitment to fostering innovation while preserving its historic
character is a testament to its dynamic spirit.

Exploring Oxford Today: A Guide for Visitors

For those intrigued by “oxford a very short introduction,” visiting Oxford offers a firsthand
experience of its unique blend of history, academia, and culture.

Must-See Attractions

The University’s Colleges: Christ Church, Magdalen College, and Balliol College
are just a few of the stunning colleges open to visitors, each boasting beautiful
chapels, gardens, and dining halls.

Bodleian Library: One of the oldest libraries in Europe, it offers guided tours that
showcase its vast collections and historic reading rooms.



The Ashmolean Museum: The world’s first university museum, housing art and
archaeology collections spanning thousands of years.

Oxford Botanic Garden: The oldest botanic garden in Britain, perfect for a leisurely
stroll among diverse plant species.

Experiencing Oxford’s Atmosphere

Walking through Oxford’s streets is like stepping back in time. The city’s layout
encourages exploration on foot or by bicycle, with charming cafes, bookshops, and
traditional pubs around every corner. Don’t miss the chance to take a punt along the River
Cherwell, a quintessential Oxford experience that combines relaxation with scenic views.

Oxford in Modern Times: Balancing Tradition and
Progress

While Oxford is steeped in tradition, it is also a city embracing the future. Recent
developments in technology, business, and education demonstrate how Oxford continues
to evolve while respecting its historical roots.

Innovation Hubs and Economic Growth

The city has become a hub for technology startups, often referred to as part of the “Silicon
Fen,” a cluster of high-tech businesses around Cambridge and Oxford. This growing sector
complements the university’s research strengths and attracts talent from around the
globe. Initiatives focusing on sustainability and green technology are also shaping
Oxford’s modern identity.

Education and Community Engagement

Beyond the university’s walls, Oxford plays a vital role in supporting local communities
through outreach programs, public lectures, and cultural events. The city’s commitment to
inclusivity and education ensures that knowledge and opportunity are shared widely,
reinforcing Oxford’s reputation as a beacon of learning.

Why “Oxford: A Very Short Introduction” Matters

The “Oxford: A Very Short Introduction” book offers a succinct yet rich overview for



anyone wanting to understand the city’s multifaceted character. It distills complex history,
culture, and academic excellence into an approachable format, making it an ideal starting
point for newcomers and longtime admirers alike.

By engaging with this introduction, readers gain insight into:

The historical evolution of Oxford from a river crossing to a world-renowned
university city

The unique structure and traditions of the University of Oxford

The cultural, literary, and scientific contributions that continue to shape global
knowledge

How Oxford balances its historic charm with contemporary innovation

This blend of history, culture, and progress is what makes Oxford endlessly fascinating
and perpetually relevant.

Exploring Oxford through a very short introduction invites you to appreciate the layers of
stories woven into its streets and institutions. Whether you’re planning a visit, pursuing
academic interests, or simply curious about one of England’s most famous cities,
understanding Oxford’s essence enriches your experience and connects you to a legacy of
learning and discovery that spans centuries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Oxford: A Very Short
Introduction'?
The book provides a concise overview of Oxford's history, culture, and significance as one
of the world's leading universities.

Who is the author of 'Oxford: A Very Short
Introduction'?
The book is written by Gerald J. Porter, a scholar and historian specializing in Oxford's
history.

How does 'Oxford: A Very Short Introduction' explain
the university's founding?
It outlines the origins of Oxford University in the 12th century, highlighting its
development from informal teaching gatherings to a formal institution.



What aspects of Oxford does the book cover besides
academics?
The book explores Oxford's architecture, traditions, student life, and its impact on global
education and culture.

Is 'Oxford: A Very Short Introduction' suitable for
someone new to the university?
Yes, it is designed as an accessible and concise introduction for readers unfamiliar with
Oxford's history and significance.

Does the book discuss Oxford's role in modern
education?
Yes, it examines Oxford's evolution and current position in the global academic landscape
and research innovation.

How detailed is the historical coverage in 'Oxford: A
Very Short Introduction'?
While concise, the book covers key historical events and figures that shaped Oxford,
providing a clear timeline of its development.

Are there any notable anecdotes or stories included in
the book?
Yes, the author includes interesting anecdotes about famous scholars, traditions, and
events that bring Oxford's history to life.

What makes 'Oxford: A Very Short Introduction'
different from other Oxford histories?
Its brevity and focus on essential themes make it an ideal quick reference, balancing depth
and readability.

Can 'Oxford: A Very Short Introduction' be used as a
study guide for prospective students?
While informative, it serves better as a general introduction rather than a detailed guide
for admissions or academic programs.



Additional Resources
Oxford: A Very Short Introduction – An Analytical Review

oxford a very short introduction serves as a concise yet informative gateway into
understanding one of the world’s most prestigious academic institutions. As part of the
acclaimed "Very Short Introduction" series by Oxford University Press, this book distills
the vast history, cultural significance, and contemporary relevance of Oxford University
into a compact format. This review explores the book’s approach, content, and utility for
readers seeking an accessible but thorough overview of Oxford’s enduring legacy.

Context and Purpose of Oxford A Very Short
Introduction

The "Very Short Introduction" series is renowned for offering succinct, authoritative
explorations of complex topics. The volume on Oxford University follows this tradition by
balancing brevity with depth, aiming to demystify the institution’s historical development,
academic structure, and societal role. This makes it particularly valuable for students,
educators, historians, and general readers who desire a foundational understanding
without wading through exhaustive tomes.

The book’s compact nature, typically ranging from 100 to 150 pages, challenges the
author to carefully select key themes that reflect Oxford’s multifaceted identity. Unlike
lengthy university histories that delve into exhaustive detail, this volume prioritizes clarity
and accessibility, making it a practical starting point for research or casual inquiry.

In-depth Analysis of Content and Themes

Historical Evolution of Oxford University

One of the core strengths of the book lies in its chronological narration of Oxford’s origins
and growth. Tracing back to the 12th century, the author outlines how Oxford evolved
from a modest collection of scholars to a globally influential university. The narrative
highlights pivotal moments such as the establishment of colleges, the growth of academic
disciplines, and Oxford’s role during significant historical events like the English
Reformation and the Enlightenment.

This historical perspective is essential for understanding how centuries of tradition shaped
the university’s unique collegiate system and governance. The book successfully
contextualizes Oxford’s development within broader social and political shifts, offering
insight into how external forces influenced academic priorities and institutional reforms.



Academic Structure and Collegiate System

A distinguishing feature of Oxford University is its collegiate system—a network of
autonomous colleges that collectively form the university. The book offers a clear
explanation of this complex arrangement, detailing how colleges function as both
residential communities and academic hubs. This decentralized model contrasts with more
centralized university structures seen elsewhere, such as in the United States.

Through this discussion, readers gain an appreciation for the interplay between individual
colleges and the central university administration. The volume also touches on the impact
of this system on student experience, faculty governance, and interdisciplinary
collaboration. By elucidating these institutional dynamics, the book sheds light on both the
strengths and challenges of Oxford’s organizational model.

Cultural and Intellectual Impact

Beyond institutional mechanics, the book explores Oxford’s role as a cultural and
intellectual powerhouse. It examines the university’s contributions to literature, science,
politics, and philosophy, showcasing notable alumni and faculty who have shaped global
thought. The volume references figures such as J.R.R. Tolkien, Stephen Hawking, and
Margaret Thatcher, illustrating Oxford’s influence across diverse fields.

This section also addresses Oxford’s position in international education, including its
attraction of global talent and participation in cutting-edge research. By highlighting
Oxford’s ongoing contributions to knowledge creation, the book reinforces the university’s
reputation as a beacon of intellectual rigor and innovation.

Strengths and Limitations of Oxford A Very Short
Introduction

While the volume excels in providing a broad overview, certain limitations are inherent in
its concise format. The brevity means some complex topics receive only cursory treatment.
For instance, the book may not fully explore contentious issues such as accessibility,
diversity challenges, or the evolving role of traditional institutions in a modern context.

Nevertheless, the book’s focused scope is arguably a strength for readers seeking clarity
rather than exhaustive detail. It functions effectively as a primer, encouraging further
investigation through more specialized texts. Additionally, the accessible prose style and
clear organization enhance its appeal to a wide audience.

Comparison with Other Oxford University Histories

Compared with comprehensive histories like "The History of the University of Oxford"



edited by T.H. Aston or more specialized studies on individual colleges, "Oxford A Very
Short Introduction" is markedly more accessible. It distills core information without
overwhelming readers with academic jargon or extensive archival references.

This makes the book particularly suitable for those new to the subject, including
prospective students, educators, or international readers unfamiliar with British higher
education’s intricacies. However, scholars seeking in-depth analysis or primary source
material may find it necessary to supplement their reading with more detailed works.

Why Oxford A Very Short Introduction Matters in
Today’s Context

In an era where higher education faces rapid transformation, the book’s concise
examination of Oxford offers timely insights. It provides a lens to consider how centuries-
old institutions adapt to contemporary challenges such as technological change,
globalization, and demands for inclusivity.

Moreover, the volume underscores the enduring value of Oxford’s traditions alongside its
innovative spirit. By distilling these dual aspects, the book encourages reflection on the
balance between preserving heritage and embracing progress—a debate relevant to
universities worldwide.

The clarity and brevity of the book also make it an effective educational tool. It can serve
as a foundational text in courses about university history, British culture, or institutional
studies, offering students a manageable yet informative introduction.

Key Features Highlighted in the Book

Comprehensive yet concise historical overview spanning medieval origins to the
present day.

Detailed explanation of Oxford’s collegiate system and administrative structure.

Insightful profiles of influential alumni and academic contributions.

Discussion of Oxford’s cultural significance and global reputation.

Balanced treatment of tradition and modern challenges facing the university.

In sum, "Oxford A Very Short Introduction" stands out as a well-crafted primer that
illuminates the university’s multifaceted identity. Its investigative approach and
professional tone ensure that it is not merely a promotional pamphlet but a critical,
measured account suitable for a discerning readership.



As readers engage with this volume, they are invited to appreciate Oxford not only as a
historic institution but also as a dynamic entity continually redefining its role in the
academic and global landscape. This makes the book a valuable resource for anyone
interested in understanding the past, present, and potential future of one of the world’s
most iconic universities.

Oxford A Very Short Introduction

  oxford a very short introduction: Design: A Very Short Introduction John Heskett, 2005 This
book will transform the way you think about design by showing how integral it is to our daily lives,
from the spoon we use to eat our breakfast cereal to the medical equipment used to save lives. John
Heskett goes beyond style and taste to look at how different cultures and individuals personalise
objects.
  oxford a very short introduction: History John H. Arnold, 2000-02-24 There are many stories
we can tell about the past, and we are not, perhaps, as free as we might imagine in our choice of
which stories to tell, or where those stories end. John Arnold's Very Short Introduction is a
stimulating essay about how we study and understand history. The book begins by inviting us to
think about various questions provoked by our investigation of history, and explores the ways these
questions have been answered in the past. Concepts such as causation, interpretation, and
periodization, are introduced by means of concrete examples of how historians work, giving the
reader a sense of the excitement of discovering not only the past, but also ourselves. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  oxford a very short introduction: Classical Literature William Allan, 2014-03-27 From
popular histories through to reworkings of classical subject matter by contemporary poets,
dramatists, and novelists, the classical world and the masterpieces of its literature continue to
fascinate readers and audiences in a huge variety of media. In this Very Short Introduction, William
Allan explores what the 'classics' are and why they continue to shape our Western concepts of
literature. Presenting a range of material from both Greek and Latin literature, he illustrates the
variety and sophistication of these works, and considers examples from all the major genres. Ideal
for the general reader interested in works of classic literature, as well as students at A-Level and
University, this is a lively and lucid guide to the major authors and literary forms of the ancient
period. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  oxford a very short introduction: Music: A Very Short Introduction Nicholas Cook, 2000-02-24
This stimulating Very Short Introduction to music invites us to really think about music and the
values and qualities we ascribe to it. The world teems with different kinds of music-traditional, folk,
classical, jazz, rock, pop-and each type of music tends to come with its own way of thinking. Drawing
on a wealth of accessible examples ranging from Beethoven to Chinese zither music, Nicholas Cook
attempts to provide a framework for thinking about all music. By examining the personal, social, and
cultural values that music embodies, the book reveals the shortcomings of traditional conceptions of
music, and sketches a more inclusive approach emphasizing the role of performers and listeners.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
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ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  oxford a very short introduction: Education Gary Thomas, 2021-09-23 Since the early
Egyptians human beings have formalised the business of learning, setting up a designated
environment of some form to pass knowledge and learning on to groups of students. In this second
edition of his Very Short Introduction, Gary Thomas explores how and why education has evolved as
it has, examining the ways in which it has responded over the centuries to various influences in
politics, philosophy, and the social sciences. Focussing on education today, he considers especially
the controversies over progressive versus formal teaching, and also examines education worldwide,
assessing the accelerating trend on both sides of the Atlantic of the move to charter, academy, and
'free' schools. The COVID-19 pandemic has dramatically accelerated moves to online learning in
schools and universities, and in this new edition Thomas looks again at curriculums and what shape
they should take in a rapidly changing world. He asks why action on race, gender and social
inequality has borne so little fruit thus far, questioning the oft-made claim of education to be a force
for social mobility, and offering an analysis on how education may develop over the coming century.
Very Short Introductions: Brilliant, Sharp, Inspiring ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
  oxford a very short introduction: Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction Edward Craig,
2002-02-21 Philosophy introduces important themes in ethics, knowledge, and the self, via readings
from Plato, Aristotle, Darwin, and Buddhist writers. It explains how areas of philosophy relate and
explores the contexts in which philosophy was and is done.
  oxford a very short introduction: Mathematics: A Very Short Introduction Timothy
Gowers, 2002-08-22 The aim of this volume is to explain the differences between research-level
mathematics and the maths taught at school. Most differences are philosophical and the first few
chapters are about general aspects of mathematical thought.
  oxford a very short introduction: Translation Matthew Reynolds, 2016 Translation is
everywhere, giving us dubbed films, and access to foreign news and the literature of other cultures.
Considering subtitling, interpreting, and adaptations, Matthew Reynolds reveals how translation is
changing radically in the new age of electronic media.
  oxford a very short introduction: Ovid Llewelyn Morgan, 2020 Ovid, wittiest of ancient poets,
has been an influential model for writers and artists throughout the ages. Llewelyn Morgan
introduces the poet and his works, describing each of his poems in turn, setting them in their social
and literary context, and considering the twist of events that led to the exile of Rome's most
celebrated artist.
  oxford a very short introduction: American History Paul S. Boyer, 2012-08-16 This volume in
Oxford's A Very Short Introduction series offers a concise, readable narrative of the vast span of
American history, from the earliest human migrations to the early twenty-first century when the
United States loomed as a global power and comprised a complex multi-cultural society of more than
300 million people. The narrative is organized around major interpretive themes, with facts and
dates introduced as needed to illustrate these themes. The emphasis throughout is on clarity and
accessibility to the interested non-specialist.
  oxford a very short introduction: Biography: A Very Short Introduction Hermione Lee,
2009-07-09 Biographies are one of the most popular and best-selling of the literary genres. Why do
people like them? What does a biography do and how does it work? This Very Short Introduction
examines different types of biographies, why certain people and historical events arouse so much
interest, and how they are compared with history and fiction.
  oxford a very short introduction: Plato Julia Annas, 2003-02-13 This introduction to Plato
focuses on the philosophy and argument of his writings, drawing the reader into Plato's way of doing



philosophy, and the general themes of his thinking. It includes a brief account of Plato's life.
  oxford a very short introduction: Science Fiction: A Very Short Introduction David Seed,
2011-06-23 David Seed examines how science fiction has emerged as a popular genre of literature in
the 20th century, and discusses it in relation to themes such as science and technology, space,
aliens, utopias, and gender. Looking at some of the most influential writers of the genre he also
considers the wider social and political issues it raises.
  oxford a very short introduction: Thinking and Reasoning Jonathan St. B. T. Evans, 2017
Thinking is the essence of what it means to be human and defines us more than anything else as a
species. Jonathan Evans explores cognitive psychological approaches to understanding the nature of
thinking and reasoning, problem solving, and decision making.
  oxford a very short introduction: Logic Graham Priest, 2017 Graham Priest shows that
formal logic is a powerful, exciting part of modern philosophy -- a tool for thinking about everything
from the existence of God and the reality of time to paradoxes of probability. Explaining formal logic
in simple, non-technical terms, this edition includes new sections on mathematical algorithms,
axioms, and proofs.
  oxford a very short introduction: Aristotle: A Very Short Introduction Jonathan Barnes,
2000-10-12 In this book, Jonathan Barnes examines Aristotle's scientific researches, his discoveries
in logic and his metaphysical theories, his work in psychology and in ethics and politics, placing his
teachings in their historical context.
  oxford a very short introduction: Information: A Very Short Introduction Luciano Floridi,
2010-02-25 Introduction; 1 The information revolution; 2 The language of information; 3
Mathematical information; 4 Semantic information; 5 Physical information; 6 Biological information;
7 Economic information; 8 The ethics of information; Conclusion; References.
  oxford a very short introduction: Socrates W. C. W. Taylor, 2019-08-22 Socrates has a unique
position in the history of philosophy; it is no exaggeration to say that had it not been for his influence
on Plato, the whole development of Western philosophy might have been unimaginably different. Yet
Socrates wrote nothing himself, and our knowledge of him is derived primarily from the engaging
and infuriating figure who appears in Plato's dialogues. In this Very Short Introduction, Christopher
Taylor explores the life of Socrates and his philosophical activity, before looking to the responses his
philosophical doctrines have evoked in the centuries since his betrayal and execution at fellow
Athenian hands. Examining the relationship between the historical Socrates and the Platonic
character, Taylor considers the complex question of how far it is possible to distinguish the
philosopher's own thought from that of those others who wrote about him, and explores the
enduring image of Socrates as the ideal exemplar of the philosophic life - a thinker whose moral and
intellectual integrity permeated every detail of his life. This new edition also includes a new chapter
analysing the reception and influence of Socrates in 19th and 20th century philosophical thought.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  oxford a very short introduction: Voltaire Nicholas Cronk, 2017-02-10 Voltaire (1694-1778),
best remembered as the author of Candide, is one of the central actors -- arguably the defining
personality -- of the European Enlightenment. In this Very Short Introduction, Nicholas Cronk
explores Voltaire's remarkable career and demonstrates how his thinking is pivotal to our notion and
understanding of the Enlightenment. In a fresh and modern examination of his writings, Cronk
examines the nature of Voltaire's literary celebrity, demonstrating the extent to which his work was
reactive and practical, and therefore made sense within the broader context of the debates to which
he responded. The most famous living author in Europe in the 18th century, Cronk emphasises
Voltaire's skills of 'performance' as a writer and his continued relevance today. He concludes by
looking not only at Voltaire's impact in literature and philosophy, but also his influence on French
political values and modern French politics. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions



series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
  oxford a very short introduction: Foucault: A Very Short Introduction Gary Gutting,
2005-03-24 Foucault is one of those rare philosophers who has become a cult figure. Born in 1926 in
France, over the course of his life he dabbled in drugs, politics, and the Paris SM scene, all whilst
striving to understand the deep concepts of identity, knowledge, and power. From aesthetics to the
penal system; from madness and civilisation to avant-garde literature, Foucault was happy to reject
old models of thinking and replace them with versions that are still widely debated today. A major
influence on Queer Theory and gender studies (he was openly gay and died of an AIDS-related
illness in 1984), he also wrote on architecture, history, law, medicine, literature, politics and of
course philosophy, and even managed a best-seller in France on a book dedicated to the history of
systems of thought. Because of the complexity of his arguments, people trying to come to terms with
his work have desperately sought introductory material that makes his theories clear and accessible
for the beginner. Ideally suited for the Very Short Introductions series, Gary Gutting presents a
comprehensive but non-systematic treatment of some highlights of Foucault's life and thought.
Beginning with a brief biography to set the social and political stage, he then tackles Foucault's
thoughts on literature, in particular the avant-garde scene; his philosophical and historical work; his
treatment of knowledge and power in modern society; and his thoughts on sexuality. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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