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Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide: Everything You Need to Know

motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide is an essential resource for any motorhome
enthusiast looking to tow a vehicle behind their camper. Whether you’re a seasoned
traveler or new to the world of motorhomes, understanding the ins and outs of dinghy
towing can make your journeys safer, more convenient, and ultimately more enjoyable.
This guide will walk you through the essential considerations, equipment, and best
practices to help you tow your dinghy vehicle with confidence.

What is Dinghy Towing and Why It Matters

Dinghy towing, often called flat towing, refers to towing a small car or vehicle (the dinghy)
behind a motorhome without using a trailer. This setup allows motorhome owners to have
a convenient means of local transportation once they’ve parked their rig. Instead of
driving the bulky motorhome around town, you can unhitch your dinghy and explore
nearby areas with ease.

The benefits of dinghy towing include:

- Increased mobility and flexibility at your destination
- Avoiding the hassle of parking a large motorhome in crowded areas
- Reduced fuel consumption compared to towing a trailer
- Simplified setup compared to trailer towing

However, dinghy towing requires careful attention to safety and legal requirements, which
is why a motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide is invaluable.

Key Considerations Before Towing Your Dinghy

Check Your Motorhome’s Towing Capacity

Every motorhome comes with a specified towing capacity, which is the maximum weight it
can safely tow. Before you even consider dinghy towing, consult your owner’s manual or
manufacturer specifications to determine this limit. Overloading your motorhome can lead
to mechanical failures, compromised handling, and increased risk of accidents.



Choose the Right Dinghy Vehicle

Not all vehicles are suitable for flat towing. Typically, vehicles with manual transmissions
or those specifically designed for flat towing are preferred. Some automatic vehicles
require modifications to be safely towed, such as disconnecting the driveshaft or installing
a transmission lubrication pump.

Popular dinghy tow vehicles include:

- Jeep Wranglers (with manual or automatic transmission and proper equipment)
- Certain compact cars designed for towing
- Small SUVs with flat-towing capabilities

Before purchasing or towing a vehicle, verify with the manufacturer whether it’s approved
for flat towing and what modifications, if any, are needed.

Understand Legal Requirements and Road Regulations

Laws governing dinghy towing vary by state and country. Common legal requirements
include:

- Proper lighting on the dinghy vehicle (tail lights, brake lights, turn signals)
- Safety chains or cables
- Towing mirrors for adequate rear visibility
- Maximum towing speeds

It’s essential to research local regulations wherever you plan to travel to stay compliant
and avoid fines or unsafe situations.

Essential Equipment for Safe Dinghy Towing

Tow Bars

A tow bar is the primary connection between your motorhome and dinghy vehicle.
Choosing the right tow bar depends on the weight of your dinghy and the type of
motorhome hitch you have. Popular tow bar types include:

- A-frame tow bars: Simple and reliable, suitable for most light to medium-weight vehicles.
- Self-aligning tow bars: Easier to connect, especially helpful if you’re frequently hitching
and unhitching.
- Custom-fit tow bars: Designed specifically for your dinghy and motorhome combination.

Make sure the tow bar you select is rated for your dinghy’s weight and meets safety
standards.



Safety Cables and Chains

Safety cables act as a backup in case the primary tow bar connection fails. Always use
safety cables or chains that are properly rated for your dinghy’s weight and attach them
securely to both vehicles. Cross the cables beneath the tow bar to create a cradle that can
catch the dinghy if it detaches.

Electrical Wiring and Lighting

The dinghy’s lighting system must mirror the motorhome’s signals to ensure other drivers
can see when you’re braking or turning. A wiring kit connects the motorhome’s lighting to
the dinghy’s lights. Some setups include:

- Four-way flat connectors: Common and simple to install.
- Custom wiring kits: Tailored for specific vehicles and more complex electrical systems.

Regularly test your lighting before every trip to avoid dangerous situations on the road.

Braking Systems

Depending on the dinghy’s weight and local laws, you may need a supplemental braking
system on the dinghy vehicle. These systems activate the dinghy’s brakes when the
motorhome slows down, reducing strain on the motorhome and improving safety.

Types of braking systems include:

- Portable brake systems: Installed only when towing and removed afterward.
- Permanent brake systems: Integrated into the dinghy vehicle for frequent towing.

Consult your motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide or a professional for
recommendations based on your specific setup.

Preparing Your Dinghy for Towing

Transmission and Drivetrain Considerations

Flat towing places unique demands on your dinghy’s transmission and drivetrain. For
manual transmissions, towing is generally straightforward. However, for automatics, you
may need to:

- Use a transmission lube pump to prevent damage.
- Disconnect the driveshaft or use a driveshaft disconnect.



- Place the vehicle in neutral and follow manufacturer recommendations.

Ignoring these precautions could lead to expensive repairs.

Tire Pressure and Condition

Check your dinghy’s tire pressure before each trip. Tires should be inflated to the
manufacturer’s recommended levels to withstand the additional stress of towing. Inspect
tires for wear or damage, as flat towing can exacerbate issues.

Secure Loose Items

Remove or secure any loose items inside the dinghy vehicle to prevent damage during
towing. Also, ensure the parking brake is disengaged, and the steering wheel is unlocked
for smooth movement.

Driving Tips for Dinghy Towing

Practice Makes Perfect

Towing your dinghy behind a motorhome changes how your rig handles on the road.
Acceleration, braking distances, and turning radius all differ. Before embarking on a long
journey, practice driving with your dinghy attached in a safe, open area to get a feel for
the dynamics.

Adjust Your Speed and Following Distance

Maintaining a moderate speed and increasing your following distance are crucial safety
practices. The added length and weight mean you’ll need more time to stop, and sudden
maneuvers can be more challenging.

Plan Your Route Carefully

Not all roads or campgrounds are suitable for motorhomes towing dinghies. Steep
inclines, sharp turns, and narrow lanes can be problematic. Use navigation tools designed
for RVs and plan rest stops to unhitch and inspect your towing setup as needed.



Maintenance and Inspection Routines

Regular maintenance ensures your dinghy towing setup remains safe and reliable. Key
tasks include:

- Inspecting tow bar connections and safety cables for wear or damage.
- Testing all lighting and electrical connections before each trip.
- Checking the dinghy’s tires and fluid levels.
- Monitoring braking system functionality.

Keeping a checklist based on your motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide can help you
stay organized and prepared.

Storage Considerations When Not Towing

When your dinghy vehicle isn’t attached, store tow bars and wiring kits in a clean, dry
place to prevent corrosion and damage. Regularly inspect stored equipment for signs of
wear, and lubricate moving parts to ensure smooth operation next time.

Exploring the open road with your motorhome is an adventure in itself, and having a
reliable dinghy vehicle waiting to take you on local excursions adds a layer of freedom that
many RVers treasure. By following the guidelines and tips in this motorhome magazine
dinghy towing guide, you can confidently prepare for your next journey with safety and
convenience in mind. Whether it’s the choice of the perfect tow bar or understanding the
intricacies of your dinghy’s transmission, every detail counts toward a smooth and
enjoyable towing experience. Happy travels!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a dinghy in the context of motorhome towing?
A dinghy refers to a small car that is towed behind a motorhome, allowing travelers to
have a convenient vehicle for local transportation once their motorhome is parked.

What are the key considerations when towing a dinghy
behind a motorhome?
Key considerations include the dinghy's weight, the towing capacity of the motorhome, the
type of towing setup (such as a tow bar or trailer), braking systems, lighting connections,
and ensuring the dinghy is properly secured.

Does the motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide



recommend using a supplemental braking system?
Yes, the guide recommends using a supplemental braking system on the dinghy to improve
safety and reduce wear on the motorhome’s brakes, especially for heavier vehicles.

What types of tow bars are discussed in the motorhome
magazine dinghy towing guide?
The guide discusses various tow bars including rigid tow bars, tow bars with a swivel or
pivot, and detachable tow bars, helping users choose the best option based on their
vehicle setup and towing preferences.

Are there any legal requirements covered in the dinghy
towing guide?
Yes, the guide covers legal requirements such as maximum towing weights, lighting and
signaling regulations, and the need for proper vehicle registration and insurance when
towing a dinghy.

How does the motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide
suggest maintaining the dinghy while it is being towed?
The guide suggests regular checks of tire pressure, brake system, lights, and connections,
as well as ensuring the dinghy’s transmission and steering are properly set for towing to
minimize wear and tear.

What safety tips does the motorhome magazine dinghy
towing guide offer for towing a dinghy?
Safety tips include driving at reduced speeds, allowing extra stopping distance, regularly
inspecting towing equipment, using safety chains, and practicing turns and maneuvers
before hitting the road.

Additional Resources
Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide: Navigating the Essentials for Safe and
Efficient Travel

motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide serves as an indispensable resource for
motorhome enthusiasts seeking to master the intricacies of towing a dinghy—or a towed
vehicle—behind their recreational vehicle. As the popularity of motorhome travel
continues to rise, understanding the nuances of dinghy towing has become critical not
only for convenience but also for safety and legal compliance on the road. This
comprehensive exploration delves into the key considerations, equipment, regulations, and
best practices highlighted within the motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide, offering
readers an informed perspective on this specialized aspect of motorhome travel.



Understanding Dinghy Towing: Basics and
Benefits

Dinghy towing, often referred to as flat towing, involves pulling a smaller
vehicle—commonly a car, SUV, or jeep—behind a motorhome without the towed vehicle’s
engine running. This method provides travelers the flexibility to drive around local areas
without relying on their motorhome, which can be cumbersome or inefficient for short
trips.

The motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide emphasizes that the primary benefits of
towing a dinghy include:

Mobility: Access to local amenities, shops, and sightseeing without moving the
entire motorhome.

Cost efficiency: Reducing fuel consumption and wear on the motorhome by using
the towed vehicle for shorter drives.

Convenience: Avoiding the need to park or maneuver the larger motorhome in tight
or busy spaces.

However, these advantages come with an array of technical and legal challenges that must
be addressed to ensure safe travel.

Key Considerations in the Motorhome Magazine
Dinghy Towing Guide

The guide meticulously outlines several pivotal factors motorhome owners must consider
before embarking on dinghy towing. These include vehicle compatibility, towing
equipment, weight limits, braking systems, and adherence to road regulations.

Vehicle Compatibility and Preparation

Not all vehicles are suitable for flat towing. The guide advises consulting the owner’s
manual of the intended dinghy vehicle to confirm if it can be safely towed with all four
wheels on the ground. Certain drivetrains, such as automatic transmissions or all-wheel
drive, may require specialized modifications or may be unsuitable for flat towing
altogether.

Additionally, preparation involves installing a base plate on the dinghy vehicle, which
allows for attaching the tow bar securely. This is a critical safety measure that ensures the
towed vehicle remains stable during transit.



Towing Equipment Essentials

The motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide highlights the importance of quality towing
accessories. These typically include:

Tow Bars: Ranging from rigid to telescoping designs, tow bars connect the
motorhome to the dinghy vehicle and must be matched to the weight and type of
both vehicles.

Safety Chains: These provide a secondary connection in case the tow bar fails,
preventing the dinghy from detaching completely.

Lighting and Wiring Kits: Since the dinghy vehicle’s lights are inactive during
towing, wiring kits synchronize brake lights, turn signals, and running lights to the
motorhome, ensuring visibility and compliance.

Braking Systems: In many jurisdictions, supplemental braking systems are
mandatory for the towed vehicle, particularly when the combined weight exceeds
certain thresholds.

Weight and Load Management

An analytical examination of the motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide reveals that
understanding weight limits is fundamental to safe towing. Overloading the tow bar or
exceeding the motorhome’s towing capacity can lead to dangerous handling, increased
wear, or mechanical failure.

The guide recommends calculating the Gross Combined Weight Rating (GCWR), which
encompasses the motorhome, the dinghy vehicle, cargo, passengers, and towing
equipment. Staying within prescribed limits is non-negotiable for maintaining vehicle
control and ensuring the longevity of the motorhome’s drivetrain and braking components.

Legal and Safety Regulations Surrounding Dinghy
Towing

Navigating the legal landscape is a recurring theme in the motorhome magazine dinghy
towing guide. Regulations vary between states and countries, affecting permissible towing
weights, required braking systems, lighting standards, and even the types of vehicles that
can be towed.



Braking System Requirements

One of the most frequently scrutinized areas involves supplemental braking systems on
the dinghy vehicle. Many regions mandate that towed vehicles over a certain weight must
have their own braking system synchronized with the motorhome’s brakes. Options
include:

Electric brake controllers: These activate the dinghy’s brakes in tandem with the
motorhome’s brake application.

Hydraulic braking systems: Suitable for vehicles without electric brakes, these
systems activate the dinghy’s brakes through hydraulic pressure.

Dual braking systems: Some setups combine electric and hydraulic functionalities
for enhanced control.

Failing to comply with these regulations can result in fines, increased liability in accidents,
and heightened safety risks.

Registration and Insurance Implications

The guide also stresses the importance of reporting dinghy towing to insurance providers
and checking local registration requirements. Some jurisdictions require the towed vehicle
to have active registration or temporary permits even while being towed. Insurance
policies may need to be adjusted to cover risks associated with towing.

Practical Tips and Best Practices from the
Motorhome Magazine Dinghy Towing Guide

Beyond technical specifications and legal mandates, the guide offers practical advice to
enhance the towing experience:

Pre-Trip Inspection

Conducting a thorough pre-trip inspection is vital. This includes verifying the tow bar
connections, checking the condition of safety chains, testing lighting and brake
synchronization, and ensuring tire pressures on both vehicles are optimal.



Driving Techniques

Towing a dinghy alters the dynamics of the motorhome, requiring adapted driving
techniques. The guide advises:

Allowing extra stopping distance due to increased weight.

Reducing speed, particularly on curves and downhill grades.

Avoiding sudden maneuvers that could cause sway or loss of control.

Using lower gears to assist braking on declines.

Maintenance and Storage

Regular maintenance of towing equipment and the dinghy vehicle is essential. The guide
notes that storing towing apparatus properly when not in use prevents wear and
corrosion, prolonging service life.

Comparative Analysis: Dinghy Towing vs. Other
Towing Methods

The motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide briefly compares flat towing to other
prevalent methods such as tow dollies and trailers. While dinghy towing offers ease of
deployment and compactness, it demands compatible vehicles and adherence to strict
safety measures. Tow dollies, which lift two wheels of the towed vehicle off the ground,
can accommodate a wider range of vehicles but add length and complexity. Trailers
provide the most flexibility and protection for the towed vehicle but require more storage
space and can affect fuel economy significantly.

This comparative insight helps motorhome owners select the towing method best aligned
with their travel style, vehicle types, and budget.

The motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide remains a vital tool for RV travelers
seeking to enhance their journey’s flexibility while prioritizing safety and compliance.
Mastery of dinghy towing not only facilitates smoother adventures but also reflects a
commitment to responsible and informed motorhoming.
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  motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide: HowExpert Guide to RV Life HowExpert,
Charles Dickson, 2022-02-19 If you want to learn how to buy, drive, and maintain a recreational
vehicle to travel and live the RV lifestyle, then check out HowExpert Guide to RV Life. HowExpert
Guide to RV Life is a book for folks who don’t know much about RVs but feel they need to learn more
about them. It covers topics such as: – What is an RV and how it can be used. – Different types and
classes of RVs from the smallest trailer RVs up to the largest motorhomes. – Necessary terms and
their definitions which RVers need to know. – What makes an RV different or similar to a regular
house. – What homework and knowledge are needed to get the best RV for anyone. – Points for each
type of RV. – How to find the best dinghy for folks with motorhomes. – What might be a way to try
before you buy an RV. – What can be learned by going to an RV show. – What type of motorhome will
be the quietest and best riding one. – What are the roomiest RVs. – What are the least expensive
RVs. – Different ideas on where to travel once the RV is purchased. – The difference between a
“shake-down cruise” and a “maiden voyage.” – Construction of RVs. – What RV appliances are like,
and which ones to watch out for. – What “full hookup” means at campsites. First-hand experiences
and suggestions are given throughout the book, which can help the person looking for more
information on RVs or the RV newbie with the beginning of their RV experience. Check out
HowExpert Guide to RV Life to learn how to buy, drive, and maintain a recreational vehicle to travel
and live the RV lifestyle! About the Author Charley Dickson is a former Oregonian who now lives
full-time in a 38’ Class A motorhome in various places around the country. In his 30+ years of RVing,
he and his wife have traveled in a pop-up trailer, a 30’ travel trailer, a 29’ Class C motorhome, a 40’
5th wheel trailer, and two Class A motorhomes. He’s been to most of the country, but there are still
many places he and his wife will be seeing. He’s a firm believer in being more of a do-it-yourselfer
rather than having someone else do a repair or modification. As such, he’s a staunch supporter of
doing the homework to find out as many aspects of a certain subject as possible. As such, this book
is written for other folks who want to know more about RVing. HowExpert publishes how to guides
by everyday experts.
  motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide: 2005 Trailer Life Directory Trailer Life,
2004-12-03 Updated with over 300,000 profile changes, the 2005 Trailer Life Directory is the most
comprehensive, accurate, and reliable source for campground information available, with full
descriptions and details for more than16,000 private and public campgrounds, RV service centers,
LP gas locations, and tourist attractions.
  motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide: Consumers Index to Product Evaluations and
Information Sources , 1996
  motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide: Trailer Life's 10 Year Towing Guide Trailer
Life Enterprises, Trailer Life Enterprises Staff, 2006-06-07 With over 7 million RVs and RVers on the
road, safety is more important than ever. With that in mind, Trailer Life offers a comprehensive
guide to manufacturers' recommendations on the capabilities of towed and towing vehicles. The
ratings include passenger cars, light trucks, vans, and sports utility vehicles. The one single source
for this information in summary form, this easy-to-use book is a must-have for any trailer owner,
helping them make intelligent, safe, and accurate choices when choosing an RV or dinghy vehicle.
  motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide: Trailer Life's Towing Guide , 1999
  motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide: Why Caravans Roll Over Collyn Rivers,
2020-04-29 Caravans and their tow vehicles rarely jack-knife and roll over - but when they do the
results are catastrophic. The cause, and how to prevent it, is explained here in plain English.
  motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide: The Trailer Life's 2007 Trailer Life
Enterprises, Trailer Life Enterprises Staff, 2007-04-27 This easy-to-use guide is the most
comprehensive source of information available on the capabilities of towing and towed vehicles built
between 1998-2007. It provides manufacturer’s official tow ratings for passenger cars, light trucks,
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vans, and SUVs and also addresses the suitability of vehicles for towing behind motor homes. Taking
the guesswork out of the buying decision, the guide helps consumers make intelligent, informed, and
safe choices when choosing a new or used vehicle. Manufacturers’ websites and email addresses are
included for additional assistance.
  motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide: Marine Hawser Towing Guide Richard A. Cady,
1979
  motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide: The complete towing guide , 1996*
  motorhome magazine dinghy towing guide: Towing Guide & Directory, 1993 Trailer
Boats magazine, 1993
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