
history of ohio state quarterbacks
**The Rich Legacy: History of Ohio State Quarterbacks**

history of ohio state quarterbacks is a tale woven with talent, resilience,
and a deep-rooted football tradition that spans over a century. The Ohio
State Buckeyes, one of college football's most storied programs, have
produced some of the most iconic quarterbacks in NCAA history. From the early
days of leather helmets to today's high-octane offenses, the evolution of
Ohio State quarterbacks reflects broader changes in the sport itself. Let’s
take a deep dive into this fascinating journey, exploring key figures,
memorable moments, and the enduring impact these signal-callers have had on
both college football and the NFL.

Early Days: Pioneering the Quarterback Role

In the early 20th century, the quarterback position was much different from
what we recognize today. Ohio State’s first quarterbacks were primarily field
generals who directed running plays and called signals on the field. The
passing game was minimal, and the emphasis was on leadership and toughness.

One of the earliest notable quarterbacks was Chic Harley, who played from
1916 to 1919. Though Harley was more commonly known as a halfback, his
ability to throw and lead the offense helped define the role of a versatile
player. His impact was so profound that Ohio State’s football stadium was
eventually named in his honor.

The Rise of Passing and Strategic Play

As the forward pass became more integrated into football strategy during the
1930s and 1940s, Ohio State quarterbacks began to showcase their arm talent
more prominently. Players like Paul Sarringhaus and Gene Fekete started to
balance passing with the traditional ground game, setting the stage for a
modern quarterback prototype.

The post-World War II era also saw Ohio State begin to establish itself as a
national powerhouse under coach Woody Hayes, whose teams relied heavily on a
powerful running game but also required quarterbacks who could manage the
offense with precision.

The Woody Hayes Era: Quarterbacks Who Defined



an Era

Woody Hayes, coaching from 1951 to 1978, was a legendary figure in Ohio State
football history, and the quarterbacks during his tenure played pivotal roles
in some of the program’s most successful seasons. Hayes was known for his
"three yards and a cloud of dust" philosophy, emphasizing a strong running
game, but his quarterbacks were nonetheless central to orchestrating these
ground-based attacks.

Key Quarterbacks Under Hayes

- **Rex Kern (1968-1970)**: Perhaps one of the most iconic Ohio State
quarterbacks, Kern was a dual-threat player who excelled both in passing and
running. He led the Buckeyes to a national championship in 1968 and was known
for his toughness and football IQ.

- **Cornelius Greene (1972-1974)**: Greene was another dynamic quarterback
who could make plays with his legs and his arm. His leadership helped Ohio
State remain competitive during a challenging period in the Big Ten.

These quarterbacks embodied the gritty, hard-nosed style that Woody Hayes
demanded, balancing leadership with physicality.

The Modern Era: Evolution and NFL Stardom

As college football evolved through the 1980s and beyond, so too did the Ohio
State quarterback position. The rise of more sophisticated passing offenses
and spread formations changed the skill set required to succeed under center
at Ohio State.

Notable Quarterbacks From the Late 20th Century

- **Jim Karsatos (1981-1984)**: A steady presence, Karsatos helped bring
consistency to the offense during his years with the Buckeyes.

- **Bobby Hoying (1992-1995)**: Hoying was known for his strong arm and
leadership during a transitional period for Ohio State football.

The 2000s and Beyond: A New Breed of Quarterbacks

The new millennium ushered in a golden age for Ohio State quarterbacks, many
of whom not only excelled in college but went on to have successful NFL



careers. This period is defined by quarterbacks who combined athleticism,
intelligence, and the ability to perform under pressure.

- **Troy Smith (2003-2006)**: Arguably one of the greatest quarterbacks in
Ohio State history, Smith won the Heisman Trophy in 2006. Known for his dual-
threat capabilities, Smith set numerous school records and was instrumental
in keeping Ohio State at the forefront of college football.

- **Terrelle Pryor (2008-2010)**: Pryor was a dynamic and electrifying player
who could change the complexion of a game with both his arm and legs. Despite
some controversies, his talent was undeniable, and he remains a memorable
figure in the history of Ohio State quarterbacks.

- **Braxton Miller (2011-2014)**: Known for his speed and playmaking ability,
Miller was a two-time Big Ten Offensive Player of the Year who brought
excitement and versatility to the position.

- **J.T. Barrett (2014-2017)**: Barrett was a model of consistency and
durability, setting multiple school records for passing and rushing yards by
a quarterback. His leadership was a cornerstone of Ohio State’s offense
during his tenure.

Ohio State Quarterbacks and Their Impact on the
NFL

One of the key aspects of the history of Ohio State quarterbacks is the
program’s ability to develop players who succeed at the professional level.
Numerous Buckeye quarterbacks have made significant impacts in the NFL,
underscoring the program’s reputation as a quarterback factory.

From Buckeye to Pro: NFL Success Stories

- **Eddie George** (though a running back, he played alongside great
quarterbacks that shaped his career).

- **Art Schlichter (1978-1981)**: While Schlichter’s NFL career was marred by
off-field issues, his college play reflected the toughness that Ohio State
quarterbacks exhibit.

- **Craig Krenzel (1999-2002)**: The 2002 national championship-winning
quarterback, Krenzel had a solid NFL career as a backup and is remembered for
his poise under pressure.

- **Troy Smith**: Drafted by the Baltimore Ravens, Smith’s NFL career was
shorter than expected but still marked by moments of brilliance.



- **Cardale Jones (2012-2014)**: Jones famously led Ohio State to a national
title in 2014 after stepping in due to injuries. His unexpected rise to
prominence captured the nation’s attention.

The ability of Ohio State quarterbacks to transition to the NFL is a
testament to the rigorous coaching, competitive environment, and high
standards the program upholds.

What Makes Ohio State Quarterbacks Stand Out?

The history of Ohio State quarterbacks is not just about individual talent
but also about the culture and coaching philosophy that shape these players.
Several factors contribute to the continued success of Ohio State’s signal-
callers:

Strong Coaching Staff: From Woody Hayes to Urban Meyer and beyond,
Buckeyes quarterbacks have benefited from some of the best minds in
football.

Competitive Environment: Ohio State’s high expectations and fierce
competition push quarterbacks to constantly improve.

Adaptability: Ohio State quarterbacks have evolved with the game,
mastering both traditional pocket passing and modern dual-threat roles.

Leadership Development: Being the quarterback at Ohio State means being
a leader on and off the field, a trait that coaches emphasize heavily.

The Future of Ohio State Quarterbacks

Looking ahead, the legacy of Ohio State quarterbacks seems poised to continue
its upward trajectory. With top-tier recruiting, cutting-edge coaching, and a
passionate fan base, the Buckeyes will likely keep producing quarterbacks who
can compete at the highest levels.

Emerging talents are already showcasing the skills and maturity necessary to
carry on the tradition. Modern offenses at Ohio State blend speed, power, and
precision, providing quarterbacks with numerous ways to succeed. The
program's commitment to innovation ensures that the history of Ohio State
quarterbacks will be written with many more exciting chapters.

---

The story of Ohio State quarterbacks is more than just a chronology of



players; it’s a narrative of growth, excellence, and the relentless pursuit
of greatness. Each generation builds on the last, creating a rich tapestry
that reflects the spirit and passion of Ohio State football. Whether you’re a
longtime fan or new to college football, understanding this history offers a
window into what makes the Buckeyes’ quarterback position so special.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for Ohio
State Buckeyes football?
The first recorded starting quarterback for the Ohio State Buckeyes was Jack
Ryder in the early 1900s, during the inception of the Ohio State football
program.

Which Ohio State quarterback holds the record for
most career passing yards?
J.T. Barrett holds the record for the most career passing yards at Ohio
State, accumulating over 9,500 yards during his tenure from 2014 to 2017.

Who won the Heisman Trophy as an Ohio State
quarterback?
Archie Griffin is the only two-time Heisman Trophy winner from Ohio State,
though he was a running back. No Ohio State quarterback has won the Heisman
Trophy to date.

Which Ohio State quarterback led the team to a
national championship?
Dwayne Haskins led Ohio State to a Big Ten Championship and a College
Football Playoff appearance in 2018, but the Buckeyes have not won a national
championship with a quarterback since the 1968 team led by Rex Kern.

Who is considered one of the greatest Ohio State
quarterbacks in history?
Troy Smith, who won the Heisman Trophy in 2006, is often considered one of
the greatest Ohio State quarterbacks in history for his outstanding college
career.

How has the role of Ohio State quarterbacks evolved



over time?
Ohio State quarterbacks have evolved from primarily pocket passers to more
versatile players who can both pass and run, reflecting changes in offensive
schemes and college football trends.

Which Ohio State quarterback was known for dual-
threat capabilities?
Braxton Miller was known for his dual-threat capabilities, excelling both as
a passer and a runner during his time as Ohio State's starting quarterback.

Have any Ohio State quarterbacks gone on to have
successful NFL careers?
Yes, several Ohio State quarterbacks, such as Troy Smith, Justin Fields, and
Cardale Jones, have gone on to play in the NFL with varying degrees of
success.

Additional Resources
History of Ohio State Quarterbacks

History of Ohio State quarterbacks traces a rich and storied lineage that has
significantly shaped college football’s landscape. The Ohio State Buckeyes
have long been recognized for cultivating some of the finest signal-callers
in NCAA history, blending talent, leadership, and innovation across
generations. From early pioneers in the mid-20th century to contemporary
stars thriving in the modern game, the evolution of Ohio State quarterbacks
offers a compelling narrative about adaptability, legacy, and the quest for
excellence.

Evolution of the Ohio State Quarterback
Position

The history of Ohio State quarterbacks reflects broader trends in college
football’s tactical and athletic development. In the early decades, the
Buckeyes primarily relied on quarterbacks who were dual-threat athletes but
often leaned more heavily on the running game. As offensive schemes evolved,
so did the demands placed on the quarterback position, transitioning toward
more dynamic passing abilities and strategic game management.

Ohio State’s quarterback tradition is particularly notable for its ability to
produce players who not only excelled at the collegiate level but also
adapted seamlessly to professional football. This trend has cemented Ohio



State as a quarterback factory, with numerous alumni making significant
impacts in the NFL.

Early Pioneers and Foundations

The foundational years of Ohio State quarterbacks began in the early 1900s,
with players like Chic Harley, who is often credited with putting Ohio State
football on the national map. Harley’s leadership and skill set in the 1910s
helped establish the quarterback as a pivotal role within the team’s
offensive framework. Though passing was less emphasized during this era,
Harley’s versatility and on-field vision set a precedent for future Buckeyes.

Moving into the mid-20th century, quarterbacks such as Rex Kern (late 1960s)
began to showcase a more balanced approach, combining both passing and
running capabilities. Kern led Ohio State to a national championship in 1968,
exemplifying how the Buckeyes’ quarterback play evolved to meet the demands
of increasingly complex offenses.

Modern Era Icons

The late 20th and early 21st centuries witnessed a golden age of Ohio State
quarterbacks, with players like Art Schlichter, Troy Smith, and more
recently, Justin Fields and C.J. Stroud, each defining their respective eras.

Troy Smith, who won the Heisman Trophy in 2006, epitomized precision passing
and clutch performance. His ability to execute under pressure elevated Ohio
State’s offense and set a benchmark for succeeding quarterbacks. Smith’s
tenure highlighted the growing importance of quarterback poise and decision-
making in the Buckeye system.

More recently, Justin Fields emerged as a dynamic dual-threat quarterback,
blending elite athleticism with advanced passing mechanics. Fields’ impact
extended beyond statistics; he redefined the quarterback role at Ohio State
by merging speed, power, and accuracy, exemplifying the modern college
quarterback archetype. C.J. Stroud followed in this trajectory, demonstrating
prolific passing efficiency and leadership, further solidifying Ohio State’s
reputation for developing NFL-ready quarterbacks.

Statistical Impact and NFL Transition

An analytical review of Ohio State quarterbacks reveals a pattern of
significant statistical achievements coupled with successful transitions to
professional football. Ohio State quarterbacks frequently rank among the top
in Big Ten Conference records for passing yards, touchdowns, and completion
percentages. For instance, C.J. Stroud’s record-breaking passing yards in a



single season underscore the offensive firepower cultivated at Ohio State.

When evaluating the pros and cons of Ohio State’s quarterback development,
one can see the program’s emphasis on producing well-rounded players who
excel in both the mental and physical aspects of the game. This comprehensive
preparation often results in quarterbacks who are versatile and adaptable—a
valuable trait in the NFL’s fast-evolving landscape.

However, the program has also faced challenges, including high expectations
and intense competition that sometimes lead to quarterback turnover or
inconsistency. Despite these occasional hurdles, the overall trajectory
remains upward, supported by a coaching philosophy that prioritizes
quarterback development.

Quarterbacks Who Made the Leap to the NFL

The history of Ohio State quarterbacks is punctuated by individuals who have
made successful careers in the National Football League. Notable alumni
include:

Art Schlichter – Though his NFL career was hindered by off-field issues,
Schlichter’s collegiate success remains notable.

Troy Smith – Drafted by the Baltimore Ravens, Smith’s professional
career was a mixed bag but his college legacy endures.

Craig Krenzel – The 2002 national championship-winning quarterback who
transitioned into the NFL as a reliable backup.

Terrelle Pryor – Known for his athleticism, Pryor had a unique career
path, switching to wide receiver in the NFL.

Justin Fields – A rising star currently shaping his NFL legacy with the
Chicago Bears.

C.J. Stroud – The latest Ohio State quarterback to enter the NFL with
high expectations based on his collegiate performance.

The transition from Ohio State to the NFL often involves adapting to faster
defensive schemes and more complex playbooks. Ohio State’s quarterback
coaching staff has been instrumental in preparing players for these
challenges, emphasizing film study, decision-making, and leadership skills.



Coaching Influence on Quarterback Success

Integral to the history of Ohio State quarterbacks is the influence of
coaching, particularly under head coaches like Woody Hayes, Jim Tressel, and
Urban Meyer. Each brought a distinctive philosophy that shaped the
quarterback role within their offensive schemes.

Woody Hayes’ tenure emphasized a run-heavy, conservative offense where
quarterbacks were expected to manage the game efficiently, while Jim
Tressel’s era introduced more balanced offensive strategies, allowing
quarterbacks greater freedom to showcase their passing skills. Urban Meyer’s
innovative spread offense revolutionized the Buckeye quarterback position by
encouraging mobility and quick decision-making.

The current coaching staff continues this tradition, blending modern
offensive concepts with Ohio State’s historic emphasis on toughness and
discipline. This continuity ensures quarterbacks receive comprehensive
preparation that honors the program’s legacy while addressing contemporary
football demands.

Recruitment and Talent Development

Recruitment plays a critical role in maintaining Ohio State’s quarterback
legacy. The program consistently targets high-caliber high school
quarterbacks who possess not only physical attributes but also mental acuity
and leadership potential. This strategic recruitment is paired with state-of-
the-art training facilities and personalized coaching that foster rapid
development.

Ohio State’s quarterback room is known for its competitive yet supportive
environment, where players push each other to improve while learning from
experienced coaches and former players. This culture of excellence is a key
factor in the sustained success of Ohio State quarterbacks.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Beyond statistics and championships, the history of Ohio State quarterbacks
carries a cultural significance within the university and the broader college
football community. These players often become icons on campus, embodying
values of leadership, resilience, and intellectual rigor.

Ohio State quarterbacks have also contributed to the evolving perception of
the quarterback archetype in college football—moving from traditional pocket
passers to multifaceted athletes capable of influencing every aspect of the
game. This shift mirrors broader changes in the sport, with Ohio State
frequently at the forefront.



In addition, the program’s quarterbacks have served as role models and
ambassadors, engaging in community outreach and upholding the university’s
standards both on and off the field. Their legacy thus transcends athletic
achievements, influencing the institution’s identity and public image.

Throughout decades, the history of Ohio State quarterbacks remains a
testament to the program’s commitment to excellence and innovation. As new
talents emerge and the game continues to evolve, the Buckeyes’ quarterback
tradition is poised to adapt and thrive, continuing its influential role
within college football’s competitive landscape.

History Of Ohio State Quarterbacks

  history of ohio state quarterbacks: If These Walls Could Talk: Ohio State Buckeyes Paul
Keels, Zack Meisel, 2018-09-11 The Ohio State University is synonymous with football success, with
eight national championships and counting. Author Paul Keels, as the radio voice of the Buckeyes,
has witnessed more than his fair share of that history up close and personal. Through singular
anecdotes only Keels can tell as well as conversations with current and past players, this book
provides fans with a one-of-a-kind, insider's look into the great moments, the lowlights, and
everything in between. Ohio State die-hards will not want to miss this book.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: All-time History of the Battling Buckeyes, the Story
of Ohio State University Football from 1890-1952 Tom Thomson, 1952
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: 100 Things Buckeyes Fans Should Know & Do
Before They Die Andrew Buchanan, 2014-09-01 With traditions, records, and Buckeye lore, this
lively, detailed book explores the personalities, events, and facts every Ohio State fan should know.
It contains crucial information such as important dates, player nicknames, memorable moments, and
outstanding achievements by singular players. This guide to all things Buckeyes covers the team's
seven National Championships and six Heisman Trophy winners. Now updated through the 2013
season, new chapters include the hiring of Urban Meyer, the emergence of Braxton Miller, and the
2012 and 2013 undefeated seasons.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2008-2009 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2008-08-04 The result of 15 years of exhaustive research, this
work is the definitive statistical and factual reference for everything related to college football in the
past 50 years.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: Ohio State Buckeyes Marty Gitlin, 2013-08-01 Fight the
team across the field! The men of the scarlet and grey are here! Much like a 97-yard drive, Ohio
State Buckeyes will continue to march unopposed down the field with colorful, fact-filled storytelling
that details the history, legacy, and prestige of The Ohio State University college football program.
It's so good, even Michigan fans would have to admit it. Aligned to Common Core Standards and
correlated to state standards. SportsZone is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: The Official Ohio State Football Encyclopedia Jack Park,
2003-06 The Official Ohio State Football Encyclopedia is the definitive description of one of the most
treasured and legendary traditions in American athletics. Chic Harley, Wes Fesler, Vic Janowicz,
Jack Tatum, Rex Kern, Randy Gradishar, Archie Griffin, Woody Hayes, Earle Bruce, Chris Spielman,
Eddie George, Craig Krenzel, Mike Doss, Jim Houston, Maurice Clarett and many more symbolize
the spirit, dedication and excellence of this proud heritage. Radio commentator Jack Park has
captured the essence of this unique custom, including inside descriptions of unsung players and
colorful individuals who have played fascinating roles in the creation of this legendary tradition.

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-153/history-of-ohio-state-quarterbacks.pdf


Relive Ohio State's 2002 Championship Season and the double overtime Fiesta Bowl triumph over
top-ranked Miami. Discover how coaches Paul Brown and Woody Hayes were selected to direct the
Buckeye football program. Relive the '35 thriller against Notre Dame, the incredible Snow Bowl, the
improbable Fifth Quarter game, the Woody-and-Bo 10-year War, and the Buckeyes' exceptional win
over Purdue in 1968. Flash back with Bill Willis and Jim Parker, members of the College and
Professional Football Halls of Fame.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: The Road to Ohio State Doug Lesmerises, Ryan Day,
2021-09-14 Back to the start and behind the scenes on the Buckeyes recruiting trail The Ohio State
University boasts one of the nation's most storied football programs, and the recruiting acumen of
coaches like Jim Tressel and Urban Meyer plays a major role in that. The Road to Ohio State is a wild
ride into the competitive world of college football recruiting, revealing how some of the most
memorable Buckeyes players found their way to Columbus. Doug Lesmerises takes fans back to the
start and behind the scenes, showing that the path to the Shoe is not always a straight and narrow
one.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2009-2010 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on college football
ever published.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: The QB Bruce Feldman, 2015-11-03 With unparalleled
access to the recruits, coaches, and gurus shaping football’s future, Bruce Feldman has written a
modern-day tale about the making of the next superstars in the game’s most important position: the
quarterback. In the world of modern football, with NFL teams worth more than a billion dollars, no
position defines a franchise like the quarterback. The QB is the story of a year in the making of those
star players, and of the most significant year in QB development in sport’s history… with the
meteoric rise of various quarterback gurus finally coming to light. George Whitfield, profiled in the
New Yorker and called the “Quarterback Whisperer,” gets a regular spot on ESPN’s College
GameDay, Trent Dilfer, former Super Bowl quarterback, starts his own qb business, Steve Clarkson,
another qb maker, gets profiled on 60 minutes, among many others. It is also the year 5’10” Russell
Wilson wins the Super Bowl and for the first time in over 60 years a sub-6-foot QB, Johnny Manziel,
gets drafted in the first round, forcing NFL power brokers to re-examine how they look at the
position—and the game. To tell the story of all that goes on to create the perfect quarterback,
bestselling author Bruce Feldman gained unique access to Johnny Football (that's Johnny Manziel),
George Whitfield and many other players in what has become a specialized and high-stakes
business. In the past decade the boom of the private quarterback-coach business, with its
pageant-world-for-boys vibe, has changed the position and the game. The QB tells the story of the
interlocking paths of the most fascinating characters involved in this secretive world, examining how
advanced analysis has taken root in football. Manziel’s portrait is the most intimate look at him yet,
detailing all his talents and antics. His guru is a man who has come to be known for making
QBs--George Whitfield, unparalleled in the business. And then there is Trent Dilfer, the quarterback
who never could get to the superstar level, despite winning the Super Bowl. He is the Salieri to
Manziel's Mozart. There is the computer/brain analysis company trying to quantify how playmakers
think, the biomechanics expert who saved Drew Brees’s career, and many more fascinating
behind-the-scenes looks into this world. Never before has the game so relied on the development of
the quarterback. In The QB, the stories of these men illustrate how high the stakes of the
quarterback’s game really are, taking readers on a compelling journey into the heart of America's
beloved game.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: Quarterbacks James J. Bogdan, 2024-09-19
Quarterbacks details the remarkable history and contributions of Western Pennsylvania
quarterbacks who were the foremost leaders in changing the landscape and dynamics of football into
America’s premier pastime. About the Author James J. Bogdan is just a football fan that appreciates
the contributions of his local quarterbacks.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: Strong Arm Tactics John Maxymuk, 2016-04-05 Signal



caller, gunslinger, field general--the quarterback goes by many lofty nicknames. It's arguably the
toughest, most high-pressure position to play among all sports. The quarterback touches the ball on
every offensive snap, is responsible for reading the defense, adjusting the play, and executing
complex schemes that require tremendous physical and mental prowess. He is expected to be the
undisputed team leader, whether he's an established veteran or an untested rookie. If he succeeds,
he's the most likely player on the field to be canonized by fans and broadcasters. If he fails, he'll be
vilified in the press and his home field fans will start cheering for the backup. This book traces the
interesting history of the professional quarterback, from the early years when the quarterback was a
blocker (and the appellations quarterback, halfback, and fullback were literal and geographically
correct) to the modern-day player who must be the eyes, ears, brains, and, of course, the accurate,
strong arm of the offense. The narrative history in Section I is rich with statistical analysis. The
author employs realistic metrics for statistical comparison across multiple eras, and includes all-time
rankings as well as specific rankings among different styles of quarterbacks. Section II compares
quarterbacks within their respective eras, putting their accomplishments in context with those of
their contemporaries. Section III breaks down the quarterback position, team-by-team, for current
NFL franchises. Appendices provide detailed passing records; additional statistics on everything
from relative passer ratings to fourth quarter comebacks; and listings of first round draft picks,
trades involving quarterbacks, awards, and uniform numbers.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: The Die-Hard Fan's Guide to Buckeye Football Mark Rea,
2009-09-08 Do You Bleed Scarlet and Gray? Then The Die-Hard Fan's Guide to Buckeye Football by
Mark Rea is the book you've been waiting for; it's the guidebook to and through one of the greatest
college football programs in history. The Diehard Fan's Guide to Buckeye Football takes you back to
the humble beginnings of football at The Ohio State University and works its way Across the Field
through nearly 120 years of Buckeye football legends, including complete coverage of the national
championship seasons and Heisman Trophy winners. Along the way, Rea also reveals: the rich
history of Ohio Stadium along with recounts of the Horseshoe's greatest games; the person to whom
Woody Hayes referred to as his greatest booster; exclusive accounts of some of the biggest games in
college football's biggest rivalry between Ohio State and Michigan; and much more! Finally, in a
tribute to The Best Damn Fans In The Land, several diehards have penned their favorite memories.
They share seminal moments that will alternately bring a smile to your face and a tear to your eye.
Written for Die-Hard Ohio State fans, this book pays homage to the players, teams, coaches,
traditions and fans that comprise the Buckeye Nation.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: Blue Ribbon Football Yearbook Chris Dortch, 2005
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: Always a Badger Vince Sweeney, 2005 This is Pat
Richter's story. From his childhood in the sandlots and playgrounds of Madison, to his record-setting
years as one of the greatest Badger athletes.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: The Big Book of Football Stories Tom McCarthy, 2025-07
Rich in history and detail, The Big Book of Football Stories will entertain, enlighten, and amuse.
These are enduring stories that have passed the test of time and attracted generations of readers.
They are custom-made for the imaginative reader who seeks fantastic tales from the gridiron.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: Disco Days: a Social History of the 1970'S Richard T.
Stanley, 2015-06-19 By 1972, President Richard Nixon had reached the heights of political power
and popularity, only to self-destruct due to his role in a third-rate burglary called Watergate. Nixon
resigned in disgrace, and, for the first time in history, Americans came to be led by an unelected
President and Vice President -- Gerald Ford and Nelson Rockefeller. But Americans had much more
on their minds than mere politics -- movies, TV, sports, earning a living, etc. Hollywood motion
pictures, including The Godfather, Jaws, and Star Wars, captured their imaginations, while weekly
TV shows such as All in the Family and Happy Days made them laugh, and Monday Night Football
kept their competitive juices flowing. To no ones surprise, UCLA continued to win NCAA basketball
championships, and such schools as Alabama, Arkansas, Michigan, Nebraska, Notre Dame,
Oklahoma, Penn State, Texas, and USC remained dominant on the gridiron. And professional sports,



thanks to such super-stars as BIllie Jean King, Kareem Abul-Jabbar, Henry Aaron, Jack Nicklaus,
Muhammad Ali, Al Unser, and Terry Bradshaw, became more popular than ever. But who could have
predicted at the beginning of the decade that a young high school dropout named John Travolta and
a band called the Bees Gees would become the kings of Disco Dancing? Or that a peanut farmer
from Georgia would be elected President during our Bicentennial Year?
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: Urban Meyer vs. College Football Ben Axelrod,
2017-09-15 Urban Meyer is collecting national championships, and he's not slowing down. Wherever
he goes, greatness immediately follows, and you can always look for his teams to be highly-ranked
contenders when bowl season rolls around. But is Meyer the best college football coach of all time?
In Urban Meyer vs. College Football, author Ben Axelrod explains exactly what separates Meyer
from his peers and compares his accomplishments to some of the all-time legends like Nick Saban,
Bear Bryant, and Joe Paterno. From his playing days at University of Cincinnati to his first Buckeyes
stint as an assistant under Earle Bruce, to his victories at at the helm of Florida and Ohio State,
Meyer has a ferocious, undeniable talent for coaching that may be unparalleled in football history.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: Next Man Up! The Columbus Dispatch, 2015-01-01 On
January 12, 2015 the Buckeyes secured their first-ever College Football Playoff Championship with a
win over Oregon in Arlington, Texas. Officially licensed by Ohio State University and featuring
stories and photos from the Columbus Dispatch, this up-to-the-minute commemorative edition
features unique images and highlights from the championship game and Sugar Bowl win over
Alabama and captures the team's path to its first championship since 2002. Taking readers through
every exciting moment of this historic campaign, this chronicle of the Buckeyes' journey highlights
the team's season from overcoming the starting quarterback's season-ending injury to the
memorable wins over Big Ten foes Michigan State and Michigan to the dominating shutout of
Wisconsin in the Big 10 Championship Game and the glorious moments in New Orleans and
Arlington. It includes feature stories on head coach Urban Meyer, the team's seniors, and other star
players—accompanied by vivid photographs every step along the way.
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: Tales from the Wisconsin Badgers Sideline Justin Doherty,
Brian Lucas, 2012-10-09 This newly revised edition of Tales from the Wisconsin Badgers Sideline
weaves together a series of anecdotes, personal recollections, and research to bring readers a taste
of the stories that make Badgers football so interesting. There are the Heisman Trophies
hard-earned by running backs Alan Ameche and Ron Dayne, the tumult of a 23-game winless streak
broken with a victory over archrival Iowa in 1969, the bizarre tale of “Kangaroo Kicker” Pat O’Dea,
and so much more. Without a doubt, Tales from the Wisconsin Badgers Sideline is a must-have for
any Wisconsin fan!
  history of ohio state quarterbacks: A Fire to Win John Lombardo, 2024-06-04 A Fire to Win is
an honest and revealing biography of Woody Hayes, a man who ranks in the pantheon of football
coaches. Woody Hayes is one of the greatest football coaches in history—and one of the most
fascinating. More than a brilliant coach, he was a complicated, contradictory man. The former
history teacher would tout the ideals of democracy yet run his football empire as an absolute
monarchy. But he had a surprisingly altruistic side, hidden from the public,. and Hayes visited local
hospitals, donated his time, money, and advice, and insisted that his players graduate. More than
just a standard biography, A Fire to Win explores the psychological motivations of one of the most
complex of coaches. First and foremost, Woody Hayes was a coach—and his achievements are
stunning. While at Ohio State, he won five national titles, and thirteen Big Ten Conference
championships, made eight Rose Bowl appearances, and earned two national Coach of the Year
awards. His killer instincts, honed in the navy, where he commanded a destroyer escort in the
Pacific during World War II, helped him lead his teams to a 30-9 winning average. Moreover,
Hayes's lifetime coaching record, 238-72-10, puts him in the first rank of college coaching
immortals. No other coach has won more games in a shorter period. John Lombardo uses his
extensive sports writing experience to craft an accurate portrait of one of the most complex and
fascinating figures in football. Countless interviews of former players, assistant coaches,



administrators, faculty, associates, and friends shape the image of Hayes and his career, which
spanned the mid-1940s to the late 1970s during a tremendous period of change in American society.
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