
history of moab in the bible

**The History of Moab in the Bible: An In-Depth Exploration**

history of moab in the bible offers a fascinating glimpse into one of the ancient Near East's most

intriguing peoples. Moab, a kingdom situated east of the Dead Sea, frequently appears throughout

biblical narratives, often embodying complex relationships with the Israelites. Understanding Moab's

background, its biblical mentions, and the cultural and theological significance of its story enriches our

appreciation of the biblical text and the historical context surrounding it.

Origins of Moab: The Biblical Genealogy

The story of Moab begins in the book of Genesis, where the Moabites are introduced as descendants

of Lot, Abraham’s nephew. According to Genesis 19:30-38, after the destruction of Sodom and

Gomorrah, Lot and his two daughters fled to a cave. Believing they were the last humans on earth,

Lot’s daughters intoxicated their father and bore children by him. The elder daughter gave birth to

Moab, the ancestor of the Moabite people, while the younger daughter bore Ammon, founder of the

Ammonites.

This origin story firmly situates Moab within the larger framework of Israel’s neighbors, explaining

some of the tension and kinship that appear later in the biblical texts. The Moabites, being close

relatives of the Israelites, shared linguistic and cultural traits but often found themselves in conflict due

to territorial and religious differences.

Moab’s Role in the Old Testament Narrative

Throughout the Old Testament, the history of Moab in the Bible is woven into the larger story of



Israel’s journey, struggles, and identity formation. Moab’s interactions with Israel are multifaceted,

ranging from hostile opposition to uneasy alliances.

Moab During the Exodus and Wilderness Wanderings

As the Israelites journeyed from Egypt toward the Promised Land, the Moabites played a significant

role. The book of Numbers recounts that Moab, feeling threatened by the growing Israelite population,

hired the prophet Balaam to curse them (Numbers 22-24). Despite this, Balaam ends up blessing

Israel instead, a key moment illustrating God’s protection over His chosen people.

However, Moab’s hostility did not end there. Later passages describe how Moabite women led Israelite

men into idolatry and immorality, provoking God’s anger and resulting in a plague among the Israelites

(Numbers 25). This episode highlights the fraught relationship between the two peoples and

underscores the spiritual dangers Israel faced from adopting Moabite practices.

King Balak and the Prophecy of Balaam

The narrative of King Balak of Moab and the prophet Balaam is one of the most famous episodes

involving Moab in the Bible. Balak, fearing Israel’s presence near his territory, called upon Balaam to

curse them, hoping to weaken Israel’s advance. Instead, Balaam’s oracles repeatedly blessed Israel,

revealing God’s sovereignty and Israel’s favored status.

This story is rich with theological implications. It demonstrates that despite human attempts at

opposition, God’s purposes prevail. It also shows how Moab’s political actions were entangled with

spiritual battles, a recurring theme in the biblical depiction of Moab.



Moab in the Period of the Judges and the Monarchy

After the conquest of Canaan, Moab continued to be a significant neighboring kingdom. During the

period of the Judges, Moab is mentioned as an oppressor of Israel. Judges 3:12-30 recounts how

Moabite King Eglon oppressed the Israelites for eighteen years until Ehud delivered Israel by

assassinating Eglon.

This period illustrates Moab’s military strength and its role as both a political and military adversary.

The cycle of oppression and deliverance in Judges reflects the ongoing struggle for control and

influence in the region.

David’s and Solomon’s Relations with Moab

During the monarchy, relations between Israel and Moab were complex. King David extended his

influence over Moab, as recorded in 2 Samuel 8:2, where he subdued the Moabites and made them

his servants. This conquest was significant in consolidating David’s kingdom and expanding Israel’s

borders.

Later, Solomon maintained peaceful relations with Moab, often through diplomatic marriages. This era

of peace contrasts with earlier conflicts and demonstrates the shifting dynamics between Israel and

Moab, influenced by Israel’s internal stability and regional power balances.

Moab’s Religious and Cultural Identity

The history of Moab in the Bible is not only political but also deeply religious. Moab had its own gods

and religious practices, which often put them at odds with Israel’s worship of Yahweh.



The Worship of Chemosh

Chemosh was the chief deity of Moab, often associated with war and destruction. The Bible frequently

mentions Chemosh, especially in contexts of Moab’s rebellion against Israel and their idolatry. For

example, 1 Kings 11:7 describes Solomon building a high place for Chemosh, indicating the influence

of Moabite religion even within Israel during Solomon’s reign.

The worship of Chemosh involved rituals that were abhorrent to the Israelites, including child sacrifice

(2 Kings 3:27). This religious divide was a major source of tension and conflict, as Israel was

repeatedly warned against adopting Moabite practices.

Moabite Language and Inscriptions

Beyond biblical texts, archaeological discoveries such as the Mesha Stele provide extra-biblical

evidence about Moab. The Mesha Stele is an ancient inscription by King Mesha of Moab, which

celebrates his victories and independence from Israel. This artifact confirms Moab’s historical presence

and offers insight into their language and self-perception.

Moab’s Decline and Legacy

By the time of the later prophetic books, Moab’s power had waned. Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah,

and Ezekiel foretold Moab’s destruction due to their pride and opposition to God’s people.

Prophetic Judgments Against Moab

Several prophetic passages denounce Moab for its arrogance and idolatry. Isaiah 15-16 and Jeremiah

48 contain oracles against Moab, predicting devastation and exile. These prophecies reflect the



historical decline of Moab and serve as theological statements about the consequences of turning

away from God.

Integration and Disappearance

Eventually, Moab was absorbed into larger empires, such as the Babylonian and later the Persian

empires. Over time, the Moabite identity faded, but their story remains preserved in the Bible and

archaeological record, reminding readers of the ebb and flow of nations.

Why the History of Moab in the Bible Matters Today

Exploring the history of Moab in the Bible is more than a lesson in ancient geography or genealogy. It

sheds light on the complexities of identity, faith, and conflict in the biblical world. Moab’s story

challenges readers to consider how neighboring cultures influence each other and how faith

communities respond to external pressures.

For students, scholars, or anyone interested in biblical history, understanding Moab enriches the

broader narrative of the Bible. It reveals how God’s people navigated relationships with those around

them, balancing kinship and enmity, religion and politics.

Moreover, the Moabite example serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of pride and idolatry,

themes that resonate well beyond the ancient Near East. The intertwining of history, theology, and

culture in Moab’s story invites readers to reflect on their own lives and communities.

In summary, the history of Moab in the Bible is a tapestry of family drama, political rivalry, spiritual

conflict, and cultural exchange. It remains a vital chapter in the story of the ancient world and

continues to offer insights into the enduring human experience.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the Moabites according to the Bible?

The Moabites were a Semitic people descended from Moab, the son of Lot and his eldest daughter, as

described in the Book of Genesis. They lived in the land east of the Dead Sea.

Where was the ancient kingdom of Moab located?

The ancient kingdom of Moab was located in the region east of the Dead Sea, in what is now modern-

day Jordan.

What is the significance of Moab in the Old Testament?

Moab is significant in the Old Testament as an often adversarial neighbor to Israel, with many biblical

narratives describing conflicts, interactions, and prophetic judgments involving the Moabites.

How is Moab related to the story of Ruth in the Bible?

Ruth, the great-grandmother of King David, was a Moabite woman. Her story is notable for highlighting

themes of loyalty and inclusion, as she became part of the Israelite community through marriage.

What biblical events involved King Balak of Moab?

King Balak of Moab appears in the Book of Numbers, where he attempts to curse the Israelites by

hiring the prophet Balaam, but Balaam ends up blessing Israel instead.

How did the Moabites interact with the Israelites historically?

The Moabites had a complex relationship with the Israelites, including periods of conflict, such as

battles and oppression, as well as intermarriage and alliances.



What prophecies concerning Moab are found in the Bible?

Several prophetic books, including Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, contain oracles against Moab,

predicting its downfall due to pride and opposition to Israel.

What role did Moab play during the Exodus journey of the Israelites?

During the Exodus, Moab was a neighboring territory that the Israelites passed by. The Moabites were

wary of the Israelites, leading to tension and the story of Balak and Balaam.

Are there archaeological findings that support the biblical history of

Moab?

Yes, archaeological discoveries such as the Mesha Stele provide historical evidence of Moabite kings

and their conflicts with Israel, corroborating parts of the biblical narrative.

How did Moab's relationship with Israel change over time according to

the Bible?

Moab's relationship with Israel shifted from hostility and conflict to occasional cooperation and

intermarriage, reflecting the changing political and social dynamics in the region.

Additional Resources

**The History of Moab in the Bible: An In-Depth Exploration**

history of moab in the bible serves as a compelling narrative thread woven throughout the Old

Testament, revealing a nuanced portrait of a neighboring kingdom that played a significant role in the

geopolitical and spiritual landscape of ancient Israel. Moab’s story is rich with cultural, genealogical,

and theological implications that continue to attract scholarly interest and theological reflection.



Understanding the Origins of Moab

The biblical account traces Moab’s origins to the lineage of Lot, Abraham’s nephew, as detailed in the

Book of Genesis. According to Genesis 19:30-38, after the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, Lot’s

two daughters, believing they were the last survivors, intoxicated their father and conceived children

through him. The elder daughter bore a son named Moab, who became the progenitor of the Moabite

people. This genealogy situates Moab not only as a neighboring entity but also as a kin nation to

Israel, sharing a complex familial and historical relationship.

This origin story is pivotal in understanding the subsequent interactions between Israel and Moab. The

kinship implied by their common ancestry is juxtaposed with moments of conflict and cooperation,

reflecting the multifaceted dynamics that characterized ancient Near Eastern politics.

The Geographical and Political Context of Moab

Moab occupied a territory east of the Dead Sea, in what is today part of modern Jordan. This region’s

rugged terrain and strategic location made it a significant player in regional affairs. The Bible often

references Moab’s land as a place of both refuge and rivalry.

From a political standpoint, Moab frequently oscillated between hostility and alliance with Israel. During

the Exodus, the Moabites are portrayed as antagonists, notably in Numbers 22-25, where King Balak

of Moab attempts to curse the Israelites through the prophet Balaam. This narrative illustrates the

tension and fear Moab felt towards the encroaching Israelites.

Yet, Moab’s relationship with Israel was not uniformly adversarial. At various points, Moabite

individuals and factions sought peace or integration. Ruth, the Moabite woman whose story is told in

the Book of Ruth, is a prime example of how Moabites could become integrated into Israelite society,

ultimately becoming part of the Messianic lineage.



Moab in Biblical Narratives: Conflict and Cooperation

Throughout the historical books of the Bible, Moab appears repeatedly as both a foe and an

occasional ally.

Moab During the Period of the Judges and Kings

During the era of the Judges, Moabite incursions were frequent. Judges 3:12-30 describes Moabite

oppression over Israel for eighteen years until Ehud, an Israelite judge, delivered the people. This

period highlights Moab’s military prowess and the ongoing struggle for dominance in the region.

In the time of the monarchy, Moab’s political status fluctuated. Kings such as Mesha of Moab,

referenced in 2 Kings 3 and commemorated in the Mesha Stele (an important archaeological artifact),

challenged Israelite authority by rebelling against the kingdom of Israel. The Mesha Stele provides

crucial extrabiblical evidence that corroborates the biblical portrayal of Moabite resistance and

autonomy.

Conversely, alliances sometimes formed, as seen during the reign of King David, who subdued Moab

and incorporated it into his expanding empire (2 Samuel 8:2). This subjugation underscores Israel’s

fluctuating dominance and Moab’s resilience.

Theological and Cultural Features of Moab

Moab’s religious practices, as depicted in biblical texts, were distinct yet occasionally interrelated with

Israelite religion. The Moabites worshiped Chemosh, a deity often mentioned in the context of idolatry

and apostasy in the Bible. The prophets and historical writers frequently admonished Israel for

adopting Moabite religious customs, which were viewed as a threat to Israel’s covenantal faithfulness.



The cultural identity of Moab, expressed through language, rituals, and social customs, also set it

apart. Linguistically, the Moabite language was closely related to Hebrew, as evidenced by inscriptions

like the Mesha Stele. This linguistic affinity adds a layer of complexity to their interactions, suggesting

both common origins and distinctive developments.

Key Biblical Events Involving Moab

Exodus and Wilderness Wanderings: Moab’s role as a hostile neighbor is prominent in Numbers,

particularly in the story of Balaam and the Moabite king Balak.

The Judges Period: Moabite oppression and Israelite deliverance under Ehud illustrate the

cyclical nature of conflict.

Monarchic Era: Moab’s rebellion against Israelite kings and subsequent subjugation reveal

shifting power dynamics.

The Book of Ruth: The personal and redemptive story of Ruth the Moabitess highlights themes

of inclusion and grace.

Archaeological Insights and Historical Correlations

The historical narrative of Moab in the Bible is enriched by archaeological findings. The Mesha Stele,

discovered in the 19th century, is a monumental stone inscription by King Mesha of Moab. It provides

first-hand testimony of Moab’s struggles against Israel and its assertion of independence. This artifact

confirms many biblical details and offers insights into Moabite self-perception and political claims.



Additionally, regional excavations have uncovered Moabite pottery, inscriptions, and architectural

remnants, painting a picture of a culturally sophisticated and politically active society. Such evidence

helps historians and theologians contextualize the biblical accounts within the broader history of the

ancient Near East.

The Complex Legacy of Moab in Biblical Thought

The history of Moab in the Bible is not merely a record of conflict but also a narrative about identity,

kinship, and divine judgment. Moab’s depiction oscillates between that of a related yet often wayward

neighbor and a people whose fate is intertwined with Israel’s own story.

From a theological perspective, Moab serves as both a cautionary example and a testament to the

possibility of redemption, as seen in the inclusion of Ruth. This duality reflects the broader biblical

themes of covenant, judgment, mercy, and reconciliation.

Moab’s Influence on Biblical Prophecy and Ethics

Prophetic literature frequently references Moab, often in the context of impending judgment due to

idolatry and hostility towards Israel. Books like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel contain oracles against

Moab, emphasizing the consequences of moral and spiritual failure.

These prophetic condemnations serve a dual function: they expose the consequences of Moab’s

actions and invite reflection on Israel’s own faithfulness. The moral lessons drawn from Moab’s history

enhance the ethical and spiritual dimensions of the biblical narrative.

---

The history of Moab in the Bible presents a multifaceted story of a people closely linked to Israel by

blood and geography yet often distanced by conflict and religious divergence. Its narrative enriches the



biblical text with themes of kinship, rivalry, faithfulness, and redemption, offering valuable insights into

the complex relationships that shaped the ancient Near East. Through archaeological findings and

textual analysis, the legacy of Moab continues to inform our understanding of biblical history and

theology.
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  history of moab in the bible: The Land of Israel in Bible, History, and Theology J.T.A.G.M. van
Ruiten, Cor de Vos, 2009-05-06 This book deals with many aspects of the land of Israel. In the first
part, the emphasis is on descriptions of the land in Joshua and other books of the Hebrew anf Greek
Bible. In the second part, the focus shifts to the land in history and theology: reception-history of
biblical texts dealing with the land, archaeology of Palestine, and theological-hermeneutical
implications of taking the land traditions of the Bible seriously. The result is a rich collection of
articles on one of the main themes of the Old Testament; a theme that has a fascinating, although
not always unproblematic reception history.
  history of moab in the bible: The Natural History of the Bible Daniel Hillel, 2006
Combining his scientific work as an ecologist with a life-long study of the Bible, Daniel Hillel offers
fresh perspectives on biblical views of the environment and the origin of ethical monotheism.
  history of moab in the bible: Moab in the Iron Age Bruce Routledge, 2004-07-26 Moab in
the Iron Age: Hegemony, Polity, Archaeology uses Moab as the centerpiece of an extended reflection
on the nature and meaning of state formation.
  history of moab in the bible: The Poor Man's Commentary on the Bible. ... A New
Edition, Corrected from the Former, and with the Final Amendments of the Author Robert
Hawker, 1822
  history of moab in the bible: The People's Bible History Prepared in the Light of Recent
Investigations by Some of the Foremost Thinkers in Europe & America... George Claude Lorimer,
1896
  history of moab in the bible: The Old Testament History William Smith, 1869
  history of moab in the bible: Isaiah Bible Study Peter DeHaan, 2025-05-29 Unlock the
Profound Insights of a Timeless Prophet Dive into the transformative truths of the Old Testament’s
most beloved prophet in Isaiah Bible Study. This engaging Bible study takes you on an enlightening
journey through Isaiah's powerful messages during tumultuous times. Explore the life and prophetic
legacy of Isaiah—a major prophet who gives warnings, hope, and the promise of the coming Savior.
In a world where true worship can easily become mere tradition, Isaiah confronts us with a
challenge: Are we truly honoring God or just going through the motions? Discover God’s call for
authentic worship—one characterized by justice, compassion, and a sincere heart. Expect critiques
of empty rituals that fail to connect us with the divine. Isaiah Bible Study invites you to reflect on
your relationship with God and the impact you have on your world. How can your life influence
others? Thought-provoking insights, engaging questions, and practical applications will transform
your understanding and inspire radical change. Embark on a journey that will reshape your worship
and reconnect your heart with God. Your exploration of Isaiah’s timeless message begins here. Get
your copy of Isaiah Bible Study today. [This book has been published as Dear Theophilus, Isaiah and
For Unto Us.]
  history of moab in the bible: All the Genealogies of the Bible Nancy S. Dawson, Eugene H.
Merrill, Andreas J. Kostenberger, 2023-10-31 Presents every genealogy in the Bible in a simple,

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-153/history-of-moab-in-the-bible.pdf


visual format. The Bible contains hundreds of genealogies that fulfill many different purposes, but
the significance of these genealogies can be difficult to grasp. In All the Genealogies of the Bible,
Nancy Dawson visual presents every genealogy in the Bible, providing an essential guide to biblical
understanding of chronology, lineage, history, and culture. Esteemed biblical scholars Eugene
Merrill and Andreas Kostenberger supplement Dawson's work with brief commentary on each
genealogy. Dawson works with both complete genealogies and partial lists, piecing together names
in different passages to illustrate the interrelationships of various biblical characters for deeper
study. Including more than 340 genealogies, All the Genealogies of the Bible is organized in biblical
order and is equipped with tools you'll need to navigate the book easily: A detailed table of contents
A Complete Index of Names Comprehensive cross-referencing A one-of-a-kind reference work, All
the Genealogies of the Bible will be useful for pastors, Bible teachers, students, and anyone wanting
to study the Bible more deeply from the unique vantage point of its many genealogies.
  history of moab in the bible: A History of Ancient Moab from the Ninth to First
Centuries BCE Burton MacDonald, 2020-04-10 An essential resource for scholars and students of
the Hebrew Bible and history A History of Ancient Moab from the Ninth to First Centuries BCE
incorporates archaeological, epigraphic, biblical, and postbiblical evidence to construct a picture of
the formation of Moabite society, polity, religion, and economy. MacDonald prioritizes the
archaeological evidence as our most secure source for constructing Moabite history, while drawing
on the ninth-century Mesha Inscription, later Assyrian texts, the Hebrew Bible, and Josephus’s
Jewish Antiquities to supplement the historical account. MacDonald presents the argument that the
Moabites were indigenous Transjordanian, agro-pasturalists called Shûtu or Shasu in Egyptian
sources. When provided an opening by warring neighbors, Moab emerged as a nation on the
international stage and prospered from the eighth to early sixth centuries under the Assyrian Empire
until the rise of the Neo-Babylonians led to their demise. Features: Maps specifying archaeological
sites, survey areas, and locations mentioned in texts and inscriptions Images of Moabite
architectural features and other important artifacts An analysis of Neo-Babylonian trade routes that
shifted eastward, leading to Moab’s decline
  history of moab in the bible: History of Ancient Israel Christian Frevel, 2023-05-12 This
English translation of the second edition of Christian Frevel’s essential textbook Geschichte Israels
(Kohlhammer, 2018) covers the history of Israel from its beginnings until the Bar Kokhba revolt
(132–135 CE). Frevel draws on archaeological evidence, inscriptions and monuments, as well as the
Bible to sketch a picture of the history of ancient Israel within the context of the southern Levant
that is sometimes familiar but often fresh and unexpected. Frevel has updated the second German
edition with the most recent research of archaeologists and biblical scholars, including those based
in Europe. Tables of rulers, a glossary, a timeline of the ancient Near East, and resources arranged
by subject make this book an accessible, essential textbook for students and scholars alike.
  history of moab in the bible: An Illustrated History of the Holy Bible John Kitto, 1869
  history of moab in the bible: The Complete Book of Who's Who in the Bible Philip Wesley
Comfort, Walter A. Elwell, 2004 Contains entries that identify people whose names appear in the
Bible, arranged alphabetically according to spellings in the New Living Translation, and includes
more in-depth profiles of important men and women.
  history of moab in the bible: The Student's Scripture History. The Old Testament
History from the Creation to the Return of the Jews from Captivity. Edited by W. Smith ...
With Maps and Woodcuts William Smith, 1865
  history of moab in the bible: The ^AOxford History of the Biblical World Michael D. Coogan,
2001-06-07 In this impressive volume, leading scholars offer compelling glimpses into the biblical
world, the world in which prophets, poets, sages, and historians created one of our most important
texts--the Bible. For more than a century, archaeologists have been unearthing the tombs, temples,
texts, and artifacts of the ancient Near East and the Mediterranean world. Using new approaches,
contemporary scholars have begun to synthesize this material with the biblical traditions. The
Oxford History of the Biblical World incorporates the best of this scholarship, and in chronologically



ordered chapters presents the reader with a readable and integrated study of the history, art,
architecture, languages, literatures, and religion of biblical Israel and early Judaism and Christianity
in their larger cultural contexts. The authors also examine such issues as the roles of women, the
tensions between urban and rural settings, royal and kinship social structures, and official and
popular religions of the region. Understanding the biblical world is a vital part of understanding the
Bible. Broad, authoritative, and engaging, The Oxford History of the Biblical World will illuminate for
any reader the ancient world from which the Bible emerged.
  history of moab in the bible: Biblical Origins S. David Sperling, 2022-09-01 promises to be
vital and illuminating for all—Rabbi David Ellenson, Chancellor Emeritus of Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion a work of remarkable historical investigation—Dale Pauls,
Minister Emeritus, Stamford Church of Christ Just like us, the writers of the Bible tried to
understand the world and their place in it. Using the literary device of allegory, the ancient
Israelites created foundational stories for the people to coalesce around, giving them a sense of
belonging and purpose. To illustrate, the tale of the Israelite Exodus from slavery in Egypt provided
a sense of a communal struggle, but archaeological evidence shows that the Exodus did not in fact
take place. As another example, subjects who questioned the actions of the early kings of Israel were
placated by tales of ancient leaders-such as Abraham, Jacob, Joseph and Moses-who behaved in a
like manner. As their story unfolded, the ancient Israelites recorded and preserved texts which are
central to Judaism and provide a foundation for the two largest religions in the world: Christianity
and Islam. By merging the last fifty years of archaeological findings from the Ancient Near East with
his expertise in Ancient Semitic languages and his vast knowledge of the ancient text, in Biblical
Origins: The Political Intent of the Bible's Writers S. David Sperling takes readers on a compelling
exploration of the political circumstances that led to the creation of these foundational
stories-revealing that the Bible is a very human document that speaks with many voices.
  history of moab in the bible: The Family treasury of Sunday reading, ed. by A. Cameron (W.
Arnot). [Continued as] The Christian monthly and family treasury rev Andrew Cameron, 1875
  history of moab in the bible: The Jewish Encyclopedia: Leon-Moravia Isidore Singer,
Cyrus Adler, 1904
  history of moab in the bible: The Biblical Repertory and Princeton Review , 1871
  history of moab in the bible: The Old Testament History, from the Creation to the
Return of the Jews from Captivity William Smith, 1866
  history of moab in the bible: The Bible's First History Robert B. Coote, David Robert Ord,
2018-01-04 This is a book about an ancient writer, the J writer—the Yahwist—who produced a work
of political imagination. This work is embedded mainly in the first four books of the Bible, best
known for some of the most popular and influential biblical stories in Genesis and Exodus. The
purpose of the book is to represent the whole of the original story with attention to its own meaning,
without the influence of the other literary strands with which it was later supplemented. Therefore
the work includes a fresh, complete translation of the text of the J writer, who produced the Bible’s
first history. The translation itself helps to establish more clearly than ever the integrity of the J
writer. The concern here is WHEN and WHY this history was written, especially in light of the
concerns for justice and prosperity. Throughout it is demonstrated HOW and WHY this history
comes from the court of David; it is a royal history of David’s subjects as though they were
descended from pastoral nomads such as Abram, Isaac, and Jacob. It is argued that the intended
audience of the history was probably those bedouin who regularly visited the court of David in
Hebron and Jerusalem. Here is a bold and brilliant representation of the J writer’s composition,
perhaps as it was originally intended to be read or heard. This ancient tour de force takes on new
life in the hands of these skilled interpreters.
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