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Highest Scoring 4th Quarter in NFL History: A Thrilling Display of Offensive Firepower

highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history moments captivate fans and analysts alike because they showcase
the unpredictability and excitement that make football so beloved. These quarters often become legendary, not
just for the sheer number of points scored, but for the drama, strategic brilliance, and clutch performances
that unfold in those final 15 minutes. Whether you're a die-hard NFL fan or a casual observer, understanding
the context and details behind these explosive finishes adds a deeper appreciation for the sport.

The Unforgettable Highest Scoring 4th Quarter in NFL History

When we talk about the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history, one game instantly comes to mind: the
December 19, 1966, matchup between the Washington Redskins and the New York Giants. In a jaw-dropping
sequence, these two teams combined for an astonishing 50 points in the final quarter alone, setting a record
that still stands decades later.

This particular quarter was a showcase of offensive prowess and defensive lapses, with both teams trading
touchdowns and field goals in rapid succession. The back-and-forth scoring frenzy kept fans on the edge of their
seats and created an atmosphere of relentless excitement. It’s not just the volume of points but the intensity
and timing that make this quarter unforgettable.

What Made This Quarter So Special?

Several factors contributed to the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history being such a unique spectacle:

Offensive Aggression: Both teams went all-in offensively, abandoning conservative play-calling in favor
of big plays and deep passes.

Defensive Breakdowns: The defenses struggled to contain dynamic quarterbacks and speedy receivers,
leading to multiple touchdowns.

Game Situation: The close score forced both teams to take risks, resulting in a flurry of scoring
attempts.

Momentum Swings: Each score seemed to energize the next, creating a rapid-fire exchange that escalated
the excitement.

Other Notable High-Scoring 4th Quarters in NFL History

While the Redskins-Giants game holds the official record, the NFL has witnessed several other explosive fourth
quarters that have left fans breathless. These quarters often feature remarkable comebacks, clutch plays,
and records broken in the heat of the moment.



2013: Denver Broncos vs. Baltimore Ravens

One of the more recent examples of a high-scoring 4th quarter occurred during the 2013 AFC Divisional
Playoff game. The Broncos and Ravens combined for 41 points in the final quarter, with Peyton Manning leading
Denver’s offense on a relentless scoring drive. This quarter was a masterclass in quarterback play,
demonstrating how strategic passing and quick decision-making can dominate a late-game situation.

2003: New York Giants vs. Dallas Cowboys

Another thrilling fourth quarter came in a regular-season game between the Giants and Cowboys, where 38
points were scored in the final 15 minutes. The game featured multiple lead changes and dramatic moments,
including a game-winning touchdown in the waning seconds. This quarter highlighted how momentum and mental
toughness can influence outcomes in high-pressure scenarios.

Understanding the Impact of a High-Scoring Fourth Quarter

Scoring a large number of points in the fourth quarter is not only a testament to offensive skill but also a
reflection of a team’s resilience and adaptability. Coaches often adjust tactics drastically in the final
quarter, whether it's going for two-point conversions, employing hurry-up offenses, or taking calculated risks
on fourth down.

Psychological and Strategic Elements

The highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history and other similar quarters reveal much about the
psychological aspects of football. Teams facing deficits must overcome pressure and maintain composure,
while leading teams need to balance aggression with caution. The ability to execute under pressure often
separates champions from the rest.

Key Factors Driving Late-Game Scoring Surges

Several elements tend to contribute to these scoring explosions late in the game:

Two-Minute Drill Efficiency: Mastery of quick, precise plays when the clock is ticking down.1.

Turnovers: Defensive or special teams turnovers can lead to short fields and easy scores.2.

Fatigue: Defensive players may tire, creating opportunities for offenses to exploit mismatches.3.

Game Plan Adjustments: Coaches make critical changes based on opponent tendencies and game flow.4.

Lessons from the Highest Scoring Fourth Quarters

For players, coaches, and fans, studying these high-scoring quarters offers valuable insights into the dynamics
of NFL football. Here are some takeaways:



Never Give Up: A significant deficit can be overcome with determination and smart play-calling.

Importance of Time Management: Efficient clock control can make or break a comeback attempt.

Role of Special Teams: Big plays on punts or kick returns can ignite scoring rallies.

Adaptability: Successful teams adjust their strategies mid-game to exploit opponent weaknesses.

How Fans Can Appreciate These Historic Quarters

Understanding the context and strategy behind these record-breaking quarters can enhance the viewing
experience. Recognizing the pressure on players, the strategic chess match between coaches, and the physical
demands of the game adds layers of appreciation for what unfolds on the field.

Whether watching live or revisiting classic games, fans can gain a deeper appreciation by noticing:

How offenses change tempo in the final quarter.

The impact of substitutions and fatigue on defensive performance.

How momentum shifts can energize a team or deflate an opponent.

The highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history is more than just a stat; it’s a vivid example of football’s
intensity and drama, showcasing why the sport continues to captivate audiences around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history?

The highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history occurred on November 27, 2017, when the Los Angeles Rams
and Kansas City Chiefs combined for 48 points in the final quarter.

Which teams were involved in the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL
history?

The Los Angeles Rams and the Kansas City Chiefs were involved in the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL
history.

How many points were scored in the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL
history?

A total of 48 points were scored in the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history.

When did the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history take place?

The highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history took place on November 27, 2017.



Did the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history occur in a regular season
or playoff game?

The highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history occurred during a regular season game.

Who were the standout players in the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL
history?

Quarterbacks Jared Goff of the Rams and Alex Smith of the Chiefs were standout players contributing to the
high scoring 4th quarter.

Has any other NFL game come close to the highest scoring 4th quarter
record?

While there have been other high scoring 4th quarters, none have surpassed or matched the 48 points combined
by the Rams and Chiefs in 2017.

Additional Resources
Highest Scoring 4th Quarter in NFL History: A Deep Dive into an Unforgettable Finale

highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history stands as one of the most fascinating statistical anomalies and
thrilling moments in professional football. The National Football League, with its rich tapestry of games and
moments, occasionally delivers an explosive final quarter that defies expectations and leaves fans breathless.
Understanding the context, significance, and details behind the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history not
only sheds light on the game’s unpredictability but also highlights the strategic dynamics that can unfold in
the closing minutes of a contest.

The Benchmark Game: Highest Scoring 4th Quarter in NFL History

The record for the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history was set on November 27, 1983, during a game
between the Cincinnati Bengals and the Houston Oilers. This quarter alone produced an astonishing 37 points,
culminating in a frenetic and unforgettable finish. The explosive nature of this quarter was not just a
showcase of offensive firepower but also a testament to the resilience and urgency displayed by both teams as
the game clock wound down.

This quarter stands out not only for the sheer volume of points but also for the rapid sequence of scoring
drives, big plays, and momentum shifts. It is important to note that such a high-scoring quarter is exceedingly
rare in the NFL, given the average points scored per quarter across the league typically range between 7 and
10 points. The 37-point outburst nearly quadrupled that average, making it a statistical outlier and a
highlight reel staple.

Contextualizing the Scoring Surge

Several factors contributed to this historic scoring frenzy. First, both teams entered the 4th quarter with
relatively close scores, which often prompts more aggressive offensive strategies as each side pushes to secure
a lead or mount a comeback. Additionally, the game’s pace accelerated, with quick offensive drives and minimal
time-consuming penalties.

The Bengals, known for their dynamic offense led by quarterback Ken Anderson, capitalized on the Oilers’
defensive lapses. Meanwhile, Houston’s offense, orchestrated by quarterback Ken Stabler, responded with



urgency, orchestrating multiple scoring drives. The combination of these offensive strategies, defensive
breakdowns, and opportunistic special teams plays created an environment ripe for a scoring explosion.

Comparative Analysis: Other High-Scoring 4th Quarters

While the 1983 Bengals-Oilers game holds the record, several other NFL games have featured similarly
remarkable 4th quarters worth mentioning. For instance, the 2003 game between the New England Patriots and
the Miami Dolphins produced a 4th quarter where 35 points were scored, closely challenging the record. The
Patriots’ ability to execute under pressure and the Dolphins’ resilience made that quarter one of the most
exciting in recent memory.

Another notable example is the 2013 shootout between the Denver Broncos and the Dallas Cowboys, where
the 4th quarter saw a flurry of touchdowns and lead changes, underlining how high stakes and playoff
implications can drive teams to produce extraordinary offensive performances late in the game.

These comparisons highlight that while the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history remains a standout,
modern offenses and evolving game strategies have increased the frequency of explosive finishes, although few
have surpassed the 37-point benchmark.

Key Factors Driving High-Scoring Final Quarters

Several strategic and situational elements often contribute to these scoring surges, including:

Two-Minute Drill Effect: As the clock winds down, offenses shift to hurry-up modes, increasing the
number of plays and scoring opportunities.

Defensive Fatigue: By the 4th quarter, defensive units may tire, leading to breakdowns and missed
assignments.

Risk-Taking: Trailing teams tend to take more risks, employing trick plays or going for it on fourth down,
which can lead to quick scores.

Momentum Swings: Scoring begets scoring, as a big play can energize an offense and demoralize a defense,
triggering cascades of points.

Understanding these factors is crucial for appreciating how the highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history
unfolded and why such quarters remain etched in the memories of fans and analysts alike.

Impact on NFL Records and Legacy

The historic 37-point 4th quarter not only set a record but also influenced how teams approach end-of-game
scenarios. Coaches and players analyze these high-scoring quarters to refine clock management, defensive
schemes, and offensive play-calling in pressure situations. The game serves as a case study in maximizing
opportunities and maintaining composure under intense pressure.

Moreover, this record has contributed to the NFL’s narrative about the sport’s unpredictability and
entertainment value. Fans and commentators often reference such quarters when debating the greatest
comebacks, most thrilling games, or the best clutch performances. The highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL
history has thus become a benchmark for excitement and offensive prowess.



Statistical Highlights from the Record-Setting Quarter

Breaking down the scoring during that quarter reveals:

Multiple touchdown passes from both quarterbacks, showcasing precision and aggressive play-calling.1.

Successful two-point conversions, reflecting tactical decisions aimed at gaining a scoring edge.2.

Key turnovers that directly led to quick points, illustrating the defensive vulnerabilities under pressure.3.

Special teams contributions, including a punt return touchdown that swung momentum dramatically.4.

These elements combined to produce a quarter that was as much about strategic execution as it was about
raw offensive talent.

Legacy and Influence on Modern NFL Strategy

In an era where offenses have become increasingly sophisticated, the lessons from the highest scoring 4th
quarter in NFL history continue to resonate. Modern teams emphasize versatile quarterbacks, quick decision-
making, and adaptive play-calling to replicate such explosive finishes. Defensive coordinators also study these
moments to develop resilience and prevent late-game collapses.

Furthermore, the NFL’s evolving rules that favor offense, such as pass interference calls and protections for
quarterbacks, have arguably made high-scoring quarters more feasible. However, the 1983 record remains a
testament to the perfect storm of circumstances, talent, and strategy that coalesce to produce an
extraordinary finale.

The record-setting 4th quarter is often cited in broadcast commentary and sports journalism when describing
comeback attempts or last-minute scoring flurries. This demonstrates how deeply it is ingrained in the league’s
storied history.

---

The highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history exemplifies the drama and intensity that define professional
football. It serves as a powerful reminder that no game is decided until the final seconds, and that the 4th
quarter can transform a contest into an unforgettable spectacle. As the NFL continues to evolve, such
historic moments provide valuable insights into the game’s strategic depth and enduring appeal.
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  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2020 James Buckley
Jr., 2019-11-05 The must-have guidebook for young sports fans is back with the latest news and
features on the top athletes and sports moments from the past year. Scholastic's annual Year in
Sports returns with brand-new, exciting coverage of the past year's sporting events. This 2020
edition features colorful photographs from right in the action, completely updated facts and stats,
plus special features on the X Games and other major sports events.Read about all of the top
athletes, championships, and legends. Featuring all your favorite stars in baseball, basketball,
football, and more, this book is perfect for sports newbies, as well as the most devoted fans.

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-153/highest-scoring-4th-quarter-in-nfl-history.pdf


  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2016 James Buckley Jr.,
2015-11-24 Featuring the latest and greatest superstars, this is a must-have guide for sports fans of
all ages! For sports fans everywhere, the 2016 edition of Year in Sports features full-color action
photographs throughout, completely updated facts and stats, and a colorful interior design.
Featuring info about all of the top athletes, championships, and legends from the major and
secondary sports. Including your favorite stars like LeBron James, JJ Watt, Clayton Kershaw, Serena
Williams, Lionel Messi, and McKayla Maroney, SCHOLASTIC YEAR IN SPORTS 2016 is perfect for
sports beginners, as well as the most devoted of fans.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: Trailblazers and Unsung Heroes Danny Jones,
2018-08-21 Trailblazers and Unsung Heroes: A License To Thrill- All-time Football Greats of
Yesteryear, focuses on forgotten stars from the glorious past. Author Danny Jones has dedicated
most of his life, over 50 years preserving the legacy and memories of all-time legendary players from
the past. They were outstanding players who somehow flew under the radar and slipped through the
cracks of immortality. Most of these stars had the talent and credentials to be in the Pro Football
Hall of Fame- but are not. Many of these guys were trailblazers, pioneers, and unsung heroes in the
50’s, 60’s, 70’s, and 80’s. Seven out of 10 players in this book have waited over 40 years and still
aren’t in Canton, Ohio. A few of them have passed away. These unsung heroes defined an era with
their brilliant performances. They were the biggest gate attractions in Pro Football. These legends of
the fall have become distant memories. They were dedicated professionals who didn’t play for
money. These mavericks of yesteryear played because they loved the game. This book takes a
glimpse back at the most memorable moments and best seasons of their illustrious careers. All 10 of
these guys had a license to thrill. Hopefully, it’s time for them to finally receive the recognition they
deserve. I hope all of you get chosen to the Hall of Fame soon. That includes all 101 of the football
legends I wrote about. Enjoy the book.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: The Best Minnesota Sports Arguments Bob
Sansevere, 2007-10-01 100 great sports debates for each city-from who was the best coach to what
was the best play of all time. The perfect gift for sports fans-the series that's sweeping the nation,
and is already a hit in Boston, Chicago and New York. The best debates for rabid fans The Best
Sports Arguments gives each city or region all the best arguments of their hometown teams, with
expert answers from top sports media figures. In fact, the Best Sports Arguments series is the #1
sports debates series on the market! Why? -Each book features 100 debates, the most of any series!
-Each city's book is written by authors well-known in the region, leading to fan recognition and
media interest. -They make perfect gifts for sports fans of any age. -And the debates go on!
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2022 James Buckley Jr.,
2022-01-04 The ultimate book for young sports fans is back with the past year's top sports stories.
Look back on another year in sports with Scholastic, featuring exciting and all-new coverage for
2022. Get up close and personal with the top athletes in baseball, basketball, football, soccer, and
more in this perfect book for sports fanatics and newbies alike.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: The Birth of Football's Modern 4-3 Defense T. J.
Troup, 2014-08-20 From 1953 to 1959, professional football’s offensive and defensive tactics were in
a transitional phase. As teams developed innovative strategies to attack the 5-2-4 defense, passing
efficiency improved. In an attempt to counter this newfound passing success, the 4-3-4 defense
evolved. This crucial shift in strategies is often overlooked in histories of the NFL, yet its impact on
the game is still seen today. The Birth of Football’s Modern 4-3 Defense: The Seven Seasons That
Changed the NFL chronicles this key development in professional football. In this comprehensive
review and analysis, T. J. Troup provides a year-by-year breakdown of these seven seasons. Each
team has a separate entry for every season that includes: The coaching staffPlayer personnelAn
analysis of the statsSummation of the team’s seasonOutlook for the following season As Troup
compiled this detailed volume, he had unprecedented access to coaches and players from this era, as
well as extensive game footage. Drawing upon these resources, Troup scrutinized each team’s
success or failure and re-created the key game of the season for each team—bringing the action,



intensity, and importance of the game to life. Including an exclusive interview with Joe Schmidt of
the Detroit Lions, this book will entertain and inform all fans and historians of professional football,
especially those interested in the early development of the modern defense.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: The 50 Greatest Players in New England Patriots
Football History Robert W. Cohen, 2015-11-15 Perhaps even more than the Boston Red Sox, the New
England Patriots are the team of the entire northeast from Rhode Island to Canada. Here, sports
historian Robert W. Cohen ranks the 50 best players to ever take the field for the Patriots. Who can
forget Wes Welker, Troy Brown, Jim Nance, Ted Bruschi, and Tom Brady. They're all here in this
fascinating collection of bios, stats, quotes from opposing players and former teammates,
photographs, and recaps of memorable performances and seasons. This book is a must-read not only
for Patriots fans, but for all fans of professional football.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Football
Running Backs Wikipedia contributors,
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: The Fantasy Football Retrospective Craig
Messmer, 2021-08-24 It is estimated that more than fifty million people play fantasy football. If you
are one of them, then this is the perfect companion for you. With in-depth research and a unique
focus that you won’t find anywhere else, The Fantasy Football Retrospective looks at the history of
the NFL through the perspective of FF statistics and analysis. Each NFL season, from 1970 through
the current year, has been put under the microscope to determine the ultimate fantasy squad on an
annual basis. All-time teams are also highlighted along with the greatest fantasy seasons ever at
each position. If you want to learn about the history of the NFL while also learning how to dominate
your own fantasy league, then this is the book for you.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: Diary of a Ram Fan Don Lichterman, 2014-02-11
A satirical look at more than 75 years of Football's Rams history, combined with discussions of
American Exceptionalism and almost 50 years of personal experience in the life of a Rams Fan. The
history parallels and intertwines life to form a humorous, yet serious look at American History,
World History, an American Football team, and Political Science.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: Joe Montana's Art and Magic of
Quarterbacking Joe Montana, Richard Weiner, 1998-09-15 Montana combines instruction with
inspiration and anecdotes and highlights from his storied career. 125 color photos & diagrams.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: Official ... National Football League Record &
Fact Book National Football League, 1998
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: The 50 Greatest Players in New York Giants
Football History Robert W. Cohen, 2014-08-07 This book carefully examines the careers of the 50
men who made the greatest impact on the New York Giants of the National Football League.
Including iconic figures such as Lawrence Taylor, Mel Hein, Frank Gifford, Harry Carson, Michael
Strahan, and Eli Manning, the top 50 ranking is sure to fuel debate among Giants fans. A fascinating
collection of bios, stats, quotes from opposing players and former teammates, photographs, and
recaps of memorable performances and seasons, this book is a must-read not only for Giants fans,
but for all fans of professional football.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: Sports Analytics Leonard C Maclean, William T
Ziemba, 2021-12-22 This book is a collection of applications of analytic techniques to a number of
popular sports including baseball, basketball, hockey, Jai Alai, NFL football and horseracing. We
focus on both the statistics of the sporting events and betting strategies on the events. The subject is
fascinating as there are many twists and subtle complicated decisions.Sports analytics applies
mathematical and statistical methods to important questions in the structure and performance of
sporting activities using the same basic methods and approaches as data analysts in other
disciplines.Sports games and events are a fruitful area for study and to evaluate betting strategies as
there is extensive data and mean reversion. With prices changing continuously, risk arbitrage bets
can be made. Moreover, little errors, like a penalty to a player or an error in a call by a referee, can
change the score of a game and corresponding betting prices. The collection and analysis of in-game



data can inform players, coaches and staff on effective decision making during sporting events.Novel
features of the book include: an analysis of who were the greatest baseball batters; analyses of the
players most important to team success (and they are not necessarily the best players) in basketball,
NFL football and hockey; a tutorial on risk arbitrage and its applications to NFL football and NBA
basketball; a discussion of many ad hoc decision rules by coaches and players and what was really
optimal; in the racing section we discuss breeding, the analysis of various bets like the Rainbow and
ordinary Pick 6, a discussion and betting on the most important races and a visit to the Breeders'
Cup with Ed Thorp to demonstrate the place and show system in action.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia
2009-2010 Bob Boyles, Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on college football
ever published.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: The Official National Football League Record
and Fact Book, 1993 National Football League, 1993-07 The only record book authorized by the
NFL and distributed to media around the world to assist in their coverage of the NFL. Includes
game-by-game summaries of the 1992 season; 1992 team and individual stats; top passing, rushing,
receiving, and quarterback sack performances; 1993 NFL draft summary; and more.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: This Day in Football T. J. Troup, 2009-09-16 This
Day in Football contains a full football season of facts, history, and nostalgia. It will tell you the date
the passes-attempted record was broken (94 on November 1, 1953) as well as the game in which a
defensive tackle lined up as a tight endand made the only touchdown reception of his career
(William Perry, Chicago Bears, November 3). You will learn, for example, that October 14, 1951, is
notable for being the day Detroit Hall of Famer Jack Christiansen set a new record for most punt
returnyards in a game against the Rams-a record broken again later that same day by Emlen Tunnell
of the Giants. (What are the odds?).
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure
Started Somethin' R.D. Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football
that has it all? R. D. Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and
highlights of American Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its
centralized embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the
game faced through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the
people comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: Take Five Minutes Greg Camden, Eric Migliaccio,
2003-05-21 Presents lessons on using an almanac.
  highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history: The Official NFL 1999 Record and Fact Book
National Football League, 1999-07 Complete NFL Records, all-time results, super bowl summaries.
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