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Donald Kagan on the Origins of War: Understanding Conflict Through a Historical Lens

donald kagan on the origins of war offers a fascinating window into the complexities of human conflict

and the forces that drive nations toward battle. As one of the most respected historians of ancient

Greece and military history, Kagan’s insights delve deep into the causes and nature of war, especially

through his seminal work on the Peloponnesian War. For anyone eager to comprehend why wars

begin and what lessons history imparts, examining Donald Kagan’s perspectives is both enlightening

and essential.

Who Was Donald Kagan and Why His View Matters

Donald Kagan was a distinguished historian and professor specializing in ancient Greek history, with a

particular focus on the Peloponnesian War between Athens and Sparta. His meticulous research and

compelling narratives have shaped how scholars and readers alike understand the origins and

dynamics of war in the classical world. But Kagan’s contributions go beyond ancient history; his

analysis offers timeless reflections on human nature, political ambition, and the precarious balance of

power that often precipitates conflict.

Through his works, notably his multi-volume series on the Peloponnesian War, Kagan paints a detailed

picture of how fear, honor, and interest intertwine to push societies into violent confrontations. His

approach blends historical fact with philosophical insights, making his perspective invaluable not only

for historians but also for policymakers and anyone interested in the recurring patterns of conflict.



Donald Kagan on the Origins of War: Key Themes

Fear as a Central Driver

One of Kagan’s most influential arguments is that fear plays a crucial role in the origins of war.

Drawing from Thucydides’ account of the Peloponnesian War, Kagan emphasizes how the rise of

Athenian power threatened Sparta’s security, leading to a climate of mutual suspicion and anxiety.

This “security dilemma,” where one state’s efforts to defend itself are perceived as aggressive by

another, creates a cycle of escalating tensions.

Kagan explains that fear is not just an abstract emotion but a strategic force that shapes decisions at

the highest levels. Leaders anticipating potential threats often choose preemptive action to avoid being

caught unprepared. This dynamic illustrates why wars can erupt even when no party desires outright

conflict, as the fear of losing influence, territory, or survival compels states to act aggressively.

Honor and Prestige in Ancient Warfare

Another significant factor Kagan highlights is the role of honor and prestige in triggering wars. In the

ancient Greek world, reputations mattered immensely. States and leaders were deeply concerned with

maintaining their status and avoiding humiliation. Kagan’s analysis shows that the desire to uphold

honor could override rational calculations of cost and benefit, driving societies to engage in costly wars

rather than appear weak.

This insight challenges simplistic explanations that reduce war to purely economic or territorial

disputes. Instead, Kagan reveals the cultural and psychological dimensions behind conflict, where

perceptions of respect and dignity influence decisions as much as material interests.



Interests and Power Balances

Of course, practical considerations like power balances and national interests remain central in

Kagan’s interpretation of war origins. He carefully details how shifts in economic strength, military

capability, and alliances create a volatile environment. In the case of the Peloponnesian War, Athens’

growing empire upset the existing balance, provoking Sparta and its allies.

Kagan’s work encourages readers to appreciate how complex these power dynamics are. Wars rarely

result from a single cause; instead, they emerge from an intricate web of competing interests, strategic

calculations, and historical grievances. Understanding this complexity is crucial for anyone studying

international relations or conflict resolution.

Lessons from Donald Kagan on War Origins for the Modern

World

Recognizing the Security Dilemma Today

Kagan’s exploration of fear and security dilemmas remains highly relevant in contemporary geopolitics.

Modern states continue to grapple with mutual suspicion and arms races reminiscent of ancient

rivalries. By studying Kagan’s insights, policymakers can better understand how defensive measures

might be misconstrued as threats, escalating tensions unintentionally.

For instance, in today’s global landscape, the rise of powers like China creates anxieties similar to

those experienced by Sparta in Kagan’s analysis. Recognizing this pattern allows for more nuanced

diplomacy aimed at reducing fear rather than exacerbating it.



The Enduring Influence of Honor and Reputation

Kagan also reminds us that honor and reputation are not relics of the past. Nations, leaders, and even

public opinion often react strongly to perceived slights or challenges to status. This emotional

component can influence international relations profoundly.

Acknowledging the power of honor helps explain why some conflicts persist despite apparent rational

reasons for peace. It highlights the importance of symbolic gestures, public messaging, and face-

saving measures in negotiation processes.

Complexity Over Simplification in Conflict Analysis

One of the most valuable takeaways from Donald Kagan on the origins of war is the need to resist

simplistic explanations. Conflicts are rarely caused by a single factor; instead, they arise from an

interplay of fear, ambition, culture, and circumstance. This holistic approach encourages analysts,

historians, and leaders to consider multiple dimensions before drawing conclusions.

By appreciating this complexity, we stand a better chance of crafting policies and strategies aimed at

preventing war rather than merely responding to its outbreak.

The Peloponnesian War: A Case Study in War’s Origins

No discussion of Donald Kagan on the origins of war would be complete without highlighting the

Peloponnesian War itself—a conflict that serves as a perfect case study for his theories. Kagan’s

detailed narrative of this nearly three-decade struggle reveals how a seemingly avoidable war emerged

from a combination of fear, honor, and power struggles.



Rising Athenian Power: Athens’ expansion and naval dominance alarmed Sparta and its allies.

Fear and Misunderstanding: Mutual distrust fueled preemptive moves and alliance formations.

Political Ambition: Leaders on both sides sought to protect and enhance their prestige.

Failed Diplomacy: Attempts to negotiate peace repeatedly broke down due to suspicion and

pride.

Kagan’s vivid portrayal of these elements underscores that war is often the tragic consequence of

failed human judgment amid complex pressures.

How Donald Kagan’s Approach Enhances Our Understanding of

War

Donald Kagan’s scholarship is characterized by its depth, clarity, and ability to connect historical

events with timeless themes. By focusing on the origins of war through a multi-faceted lens, he offers

readers a richer appreciation of conflict’s causes. His work demonstrates that wars are not inevitable

but often result from human choices influenced by fear, pride, and the pursuit of power.

This perspective encourages a more empathetic and strategic approach to conflict in both historical

study and contemporary diplomacy. By learning from Kagan’s analysis, nations and individuals can

better navigate the delicate terrain of international relations, hopefully reducing the likelihood of future

wars.

Whether you’re a history enthusiast, student of international affairs, or simply curious about why wars

happen, engaging with Donald Kagan on the origins of war opens up a thoughtful dialogue on one of

humanity’s most enduring challenges.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Donald Kagan and what is his contribution to the study of war

origins?

Donald Kagan was a renowned historian and classicist known for his extensive work on the

Peloponnesian War and the origins of war, particularly analyzing the causes and dynamics of conflict

in ancient Greece.

What is the main argument of Donald Kagan regarding the origins of

the Peloponnesian War?

Donald Kagan argues that the Peloponnesian War was primarily caused by the fear and insecurity

Sparta felt due to the rising power of Athens, leading to a security dilemma that made war inevitable.

How does Donald Kagan explain the concept of the 'security dilemma'

in the context of war origins?

Kagan explains the security dilemma as a situation where one state's efforts to increase its own

security, such as expanding power or alliances, unintentionally threaten other states, thereby

escalating tensions and increasing the likelihood of war.

What historical sources does Donald Kagan rely on to analyze the

origins of war?

Kagan primarily relies on ancient sources such as Thucydides' History of the Peloponnesian War,

along with other classical texts and archaeological evidence, to understand the causes and nature of

conflict.



How does Donald Kagan's interpretation differ from other historians on

the causes of the Peloponnesian War?

Unlike some historians who emphasize economic or ideological causes, Kagan focuses on the

strategic and psychological factors, especially fear and the security dilemma, as central to the outbreak

of the war.

What lessons does Donald Kagan draw from the origins of war for

modern international relations?

Kagan suggests that understanding the security dilemma and the role of fear in international politics is

crucial for preventing conflicts today, emphasizing diplomacy and balance of power as means to avoid

war.

Has Donald Kagan's work on the origins of war influenced

contemporary military or political theory?

Yes, Kagan's analysis of the security dilemma and war causation has influenced contemporary realist

theories in international relations, contributing to debates on power dynamics, deterrence, and conflict

prevention.

Additional Resources

Donald Kagan on the Origins of War: A Scholarly Exploration

donald kagan on the origins of war presents a profound inquiry into one of humanity’s most persistent

and troubling phenomena. As a renowned historian specializing in ancient Greece and classical

warfare, Kagan’s insights delve deep into the causes and dynamics that precipitate armed conflict. His

interpretations not only shed light on historical instances of war but also offer a framework for

understanding the underlying mechanisms that continue to drive conflicts in modern times.



Understanding War Through the Lens of History

Donald Kagan’s scholarship centers heavily on the Peloponnesian War, a seminal conflict between

Athens and Sparta in the 5th century BCE. His detailed analysis of Thucydides’ accounts positions this

war as a case study for examining the broader origins of warfare. Kagan’s approach emphasizes the

interplay of power, fear, honor, and interest—variables that create a volatile environment ripe for

conflict.

Unlike simplistic explanations that attribute war to singular causes such as economic greed or

ideological clashes, Kagan advocates for a multifaceted understanding. According to his research,

wars erupt when shifting power balances provoke insecurity among states or actors. This insecurity,

compounded by miscalculations or the desire to preserve status, can quickly escalate tensions beyond

peaceful resolution.

The Thucydidean Trap and Its Modern Relevance

A pivotal concept often discussed in relation to Kagan’s work is the “Thucydidean Trap.” This idea

posits that when a rising power threatens to displace an established hegemon, the likelihood of war

increases substantially. Kagan’s detailed exploration of the Athens-Sparta rivalry illustrates how such

dynamics can spiral into devastating conflict.

In the contemporary geopolitical landscape, this theory resonates with concerns about the United

States and China’s evolving relationship. Analysts frequently draw on Kagan’s interpretations to

understand potential flashpoints and the risks inherent in power transitions. The historical precedent

serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of insecurity and misperception driving states toward

war.



Key Factors in the Origins of War According to Donald Kagan

Donald Kagan on the origins of war highlights several critical elements that contribute to the outbreak

of hostilities. His analysis goes beyond surface-level explanations to uncover intricate causes rooted in

human nature and political structures.

Power and Insecurity

At the heart of Kagan’s theory lies the concept of power dynamics. States continuously assess their

relative strength and act to preserve or enhance their position. This perpetual calculation breeds

insecurity, especially when a rival’s growth threatens established dominance. The fear generated by

these shifting balances often precipitates preemptive actions or defensive measures that escalate into

conflict.

Honor and Prestige

Kagan also identifies honor and prestige as significant motivators. In many historical contexts, the

desire to maintain reputation and avoid humiliation has driven states to war. This factor is particularly

evident in the ancient Greek city-states, where honor was intricately linked to political legitimacy and

social status.

Misperception and Miscalculation

Another important insight from Kagan’s work is the role of misperception. States may incorrectly

interpret others’ intentions, leading to an exaggerated sense of threat. Such miscalculations can cause

preventive wars or unnecessary escalations, as actors assume worst-case scenarios rather than

pursuing diplomatic solutions.



Comparative Perspectives on the Origins of War

While Donald Kagan offers a comprehensive view grounded in classical history, his theories intersect

with and diverge from other scholarly perspectives on the origins of war. Comparing his approach to

realist, liberal, and constructivist theories in international relations enriches the understanding of why

conflicts emerge.

Realism: Shares Kagan’s focus on power and security dilemmas, emphasizing an anarchic

international system where states act primarily out of self-interest.

Liberalism: Contrasts by highlighting institutions, cooperation, and economic interdependence as

mitigating factors against war.

Constructivism: Introduces the importance of ideas, identities, and social constructs, which

complements Kagan’s attention to honor and prestige.

Kagan’s historical approach aligns most closely with realist interpretations but enriches them by

integrating psychological and cultural dimensions that influence state behavior.

The Role of Historical Contexts

Donald Kagan on the origins of war underscores that no single cause can universally explain all

conflicts. Each war arises from a unique confluence of conditions, including geography, leadership

personalities, economic pressures, and societal values. His meticulous case studies demonstrate how

understanding the specific context is essential for grasping the causes and potential resolutions of war.



Implications for Contemporary Conflict Analysis

Kagan’s exploration of the origins of war offers valuable lessons for policymakers and scholars

analyzing current global tensions. Recognizing the triggers identified by Kagan—such as shifts in

power, fear-induced security dilemmas, and concerns over honor—can inform more effective diplomatic

strategies aimed at preventing conflict.

By applying historical insights to modern scenarios, decision-makers might better anticipate the

consequences of their actions and avoid the pitfalls of misperception. Furthermore, acknowledging the

psychological and cultural aspects of international relations can foster more nuanced engagement with

rival states.

Limitations and Critiques

Despite its strengths, Donald Kagan’s framework is not without criticism. Some argue that his

emphasis on power politics and classical examples may overlook the complexities of modern warfare,

including asymmetrical conflicts, cyber warfare, and non-state actors. Additionally, critics suggest that

focusing on great power rivalry might underplay economic, ideological, or environmental factors

increasingly relevant in contemporary conflicts.

Nevertheless, Kagan’s work remains foundational, offering a rigorous analytical base from which to

expand and adapt theories of war origins.

Exploring Donald Kagan on the origins of war reveals a richly layered understanding of why humans

have persistently resorted to armed conflict. His integration of historical narrative, political theory, and

psychological insight continues to influence the study of war, providing a critical lens through which to

view both past and present international strife.



Donald Kagan On The Origins Of War

  donald kagan on the origins of war: On the Origins of War Donald Kagan, 1996-01-01 A
brilliant and vitally important history of why states go to war, by the acclaimed, award-winning
author of The Peloponnesian War. War has been a fact of life for centuries. By lucidly revealing the
common threads that connect the ancient confrontations between Athens and Sparta and between
Rome and Carthage with the two calamitous World Wars of the twentieth century, renowned
historian Donald Kagan reveals new and surprising insights into the nature of war and peace. Vivid,
incisive, and accessible, Kagan's powerful narrative warns against complacency and urgently
reminds us of the importance of preparedness in times of peace.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: The Peloponnesian War Donald Kagan, 2004-04-27 For
three decades in the fifth century b.c. the ancient world was torn apart bya conflict that was as
dramatic, divisive, and destructive as the world wars of the twentieth century: the Peloponnesian
War. Donald Kagan, one of the world’s most respected classical, political, and military historians,
here presents a new account of this vicious war of Greek against Greek, Athenian against Spartan.
The Peloponnesian War is a magisterial work of history written for general readers, offering a fresh
examination of a pivotal moment in Western civilization. With a lively, readable narrative that
conveys a richly detailed portrait of a vanished world while honoring its timeless relevance, The
Peloponnesian War is a chronicle of the rise and fall of a great empire and of a dark time whose
lessons still resonate today.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: The Origins of Major War Dale C. Copeland,
2001-07-26 Copeland asks why governments make decisions that lead to, sustain, and intensify
conflicts, drawing on detailed historical narratives of several twentieth-century cases, including
World War I, World War II, and the Cold War.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: The Origins of the First World War Annika
Mombauer, 2013-12-02 The seminal event of the 20th century, the origins of the First World War
have always been difficult to establish and have aroused deep controversy. Annika Mombauer tracks
the impassioned debates as they developed at critical points through the twentieth century. The
book focuses on the controversy itself, rather than the specific events leading up to the war. Emotive
and emotional from the very beginning of the conflict, the debate and the passions aroused in
response to such issues as the ‘war-guilt paragraph’ of the treaty of Versailles, are set in the context
of the times in which they were proposed. Similarly, the argument has been fuelled by concerns over
the sacrifices that were made and the casualities that were suffered. Were they really justified?
  donald kagan on the origins of war: War: A Short History Jeremy Black, 2014-03-04 In this
concise history of war, Jeremy Black ranges widely, giving due attention to non-western as well as
western traditions. The history of war is inextricably bound to the history of the world. Through a
detailed exploration of 'world-scale' issues of warfare, presented within a chronological framework
that spans human history, Jeremy Black skilfully illustrates this fact whilst providing the reader with
other astute insights and compelling interpretations of war. War: A Short History is a dramatic move
away from the formulaic, western approach to military history. Too narrow in its focus on wars
specific to the west and too simple because of an over-reliance on a technologically-deterministic
reading of warfare, this approach has been rejected by Jeremy Black in favour of a global model that
takes all factors into account when considering the strengths and weaknesses of a particular military
tradition. This is a book that is as important for its relevance to current world issues of conflict as it
is for its thorough consideration of a monumentally significant aspect of human history.
http://history.black.continuumbooks.com
  donald kagan on the origins of war: Understanding War Christian P. Potholm, 2016-08-03
The third book in Professor Christian Potholm’s war trilogy (which includes Winning at War and War
Wisdom), Understanding War provides a most workable bibliography dealing with the vast literature
on war and warfare. As such, it provides insights into over 3000 works on this overwhelmingly

https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-153/donald-kagan-on-the-origins-of-war.pdf


extensive material. Understanding War is thus the most comprehensive annotated bibliography
available today. Moreover, by dividing war material into eighteen overarching themes of analysis
and fifty seminal topics, and focusing on these, Understanding War enables the reader to access and
understand the broadest possible array of materials across both time and space, beginning with the
earliest forms of warfare and concluding with the contemporary situation. Stimulating and
thought-provoking, this volume is essential for an understanding of the breadth and depth of the vast
scholarship dealing with war and warfare through human history and across cultures.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: Roots of War David G. Winter, 2018 Roots of War
presents systematic archival, experimental, and survey research on three psychological factors
leading to war--desire for power, exaggerated perception of threat, and justification for force -- set in
comparative historical accounts of the unexpected 1914 escalation to world war and the peacefully -
resolved 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis.--Provided by publisher.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: While America Sleeps Donald Kagan, Frederick Kagan,
2014-09-30 In While England Slept Winston Churchill revealed in 1938 how the inadequacy of
Britain's military forces to cope with worldwide responsibilities in a peaceful but tense era crippled
its ability to deter or even adequately prepare for World War II. In While America Sleeps, historians
Donald and Frederick Kagan retrace Britain's international and defense policies during the years
after World War I leading up to World War II, showing in persuasive detail how self-delusion and an
unwillingness to face the inescapable responsibilities on which their security and the peace of the
world depended cost the British dearly. The Kagans then turn their attention to America and argue
that our nation finds itself in a position similar to that of Britain in the 1920s. For all its emergency
interventions the U.S. has not yet accepted its unique responsibility to take the lead in preserving
the peace. Years of military cutbacks-the peace dividend following the buildup and triumph over
Communism of the Reagan years-have weakened our armed forces and left us with too few armed
forces to cover too many possible threats. This has caused us to bank everything on high tech smart
weapons - some of which have not yet been invented and others that we are not acquiring or
deploying - as opposed to the long-term commitment of money, fighting men and women, and
planning that the deterrence of a major war would require. This failure to shape a policy and to
commit the resources needed to maintain peace has cost valuable time in shaping a peaceful world
and has placed America's long-term security in danger. The policies of the Bush and Clinton
administrations have left us in a position where we cannot avoid war and keep the peace in areas
vital to our security. Neither have the post-Cold War policies sent clear signals to would-be
aggressors that the U.S. can and will resist them. Tensions in the Middle East, instability in eastern
Europe and the former Soviet Union, the nuclear confrontation between India and Pakistan, the
development of nuclear weapons and missiles by North Korea, and the menacing threats and actions
of China, with its immense population, resentful sense of grievance and years of military buildup, all
hint that the current peaceful era will not last forever. Can we make it last as long as possible? Are
we prepared to face its collapse? While America Sleeps is a sobering, fascinating work of history that
poses a thoughtful challenge to policy-makers and will interest military buffs as well as readers
interested in history and international relations.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: A Global History of Pre-Modern Warfare Kaushik Roy,
2021-09-14 This book examines the military histories of the regions beyond Western Europe in the
pre-modern era. Existing works on global military history mainly focus on the western part of
Eurasia after 1500 CE. As regards the ancient period, such works concentrate exclusively on Greece
and Rome. So, ‘global’ military history is actually the triumphal story of the West from Classical
Greece onwards. This volume focuses not only on the eastern part of Eurasia but also on South
America, Africa and Australasia and seeks to explain the history and varied trajectories of warfare in
non-Western regions in the pre-modern era. Further, it evaluates whether warfare in non-Western
regions should be considered primitive or inferior when compared with Western warfare. The book
notes that Western Europe became militarily significant only in the early modern era and argues
that the military divergence that occurred during the early modern era is not unique – it had also



occurred in the Bronze Age, the Classical era and in the medieval period. This was due to the
dynamism and innovativeness of non-Western militaries and the interconnectedness that existed in
parts of the Eurasian landmass. Further, those polities which were able to construct a balanced
military force by synthesising diverse elements were not only able to survive but also became
capable of projecting power across continents. This book will be of much interest to students of
military history, strategic studies and world history.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: Empires Without Imperialism Jeanne Morefield, 2014
  donald kagan on the origins of war: The Oxford Illustrated History of the First World War
Hew Strachan, 2000 Having a profound influence on the history of the twentieth century, the First
World War left an intense legacy that continues to affect both those who lived through it and those
who merely read about it in school. It was the first conflict in which airplanes, submarines, and tanks
played a significant role and the first in which casualties on the battlefield outnumbered those from
disease. It precipitated the collapse of the empires of Austria-Hungary and Turkey, and it promoted
revolution in Russia. America's entry into the war and the part it played in the peace settlement
signaled the arrival on the world stage of a new great power. In this extensively illustrated book, an
international team of experts explores the war in all its different aspects. From its causes to its
consequences, from the strategy of the politicians to the tactics of the generals, the course of the
war is charted, and its political and human consequences assessed. The legacy of 'the war to end
wars'--in poetry and prose, in collective memory and political culture--is with us still, eighty years
after that first Armistice Day. This remarkable book helps us understand that legacy.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: The Future of War Lawrence Freedman, 2017-10-10 An
award-winning military historian, professor, and political adviser delivers the definitive story of
warfare in all its guises and applications, showing what has driven and continues to drive this
uniquely human form of political violence. Questions about the future of war are a regular feature of
political debate, strategic analysis, and popular fiction. Where should we look for new dangers?
What cunning plans might an aggressor have in mind? What are the best forms of defense? How
might peace be preserved or conflict resolved? From the French rout at Sedan in 1870 to the
relentless contemporary insurgencies in Iraq and Afghanistan, Lawrence Freedman, a
world-renowned military thinker, reveals how most claims from the military futurists are wrong. But
they remain influential nonetheless. Freedman shows how those who have imagined future war have
often had an idealized notion of it as confined, brief, and decisive, and have regularly taken
insufficient account of the possibility of long wars-hence the stubborn persistence of the idea of a
knockout blow, whether through a dashing land offensive, nuclear first strike, or cyberattack. He
also notes the lack of attention paid to civil wars until the West began to intervene in them during
the 1990s, and how the boundaries between peace and war, between the military, the civilian, and
the criminal are becoming increasingly blurred. Freedman's account of a century and a half of
warfare and the (often misconceived) thinking that precedes war is a challenge to hawks and doves
alike, and puts current strategic thinking into a bracing historical perspective.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: The Untold History of the United States Oliver Stone,
Peter Kuznick, 2019-04-02 “Indispensable…There is much here to reflect upon.” —President Mikhail
Gorbachev “As riveting, eye-opening, and thought-provoking as any history book you will ever
read...Can’t recommend it highly enough.” —Glenn Greenwald, The Guardian “Finally, a book with
the guts to challenge the accepted narrative of recent American history.” —Bill Maher “Kuznick and
Stone’s Untold History is the most important historical narrative of this century; a carefully
researched and brilliantly rendered account.” —Martin Sherwin, Pulitzer Prize-winning co-author of
American Prometheus “A work of courage, wisdom, and compassion [that] will stand the test of
time….A fierce critique and a passionate paean for Stone and Kuznick’s native land.” —Ambassador
Akbar Ahmed, author of The Thistle and the Drone The New York Times bestselling companion to
the Showtime documentary series now streaming on Netflix, updated to cover the past five years. A
PEOPLE’S HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN EMPIRE In this riveting companion to their astonishing
documentary series—including a new chapter and new photos covering Obama’s second term,



Trump’s first year and a half, climate change, nuclear winter, Korea, Russia, Iran, China, Lybia, ISIS,
Syria, and more—Academy Award–winning director Oliver Stone and renowned historian Peter
Kuznick challenge prevailing orthodoxies to reveal the dark truth about the rise and fall of American
imperialism.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: Reader's Guide to Military History Charles
Messenger, 2013-10-31 This book contains some 600 entries on a range of topics from ancient
Chinese warfare to late 20th-century intervention operations. Designed for a wide variety of users, it
encompasses general reviews of aspects of military organization and science, as well as specific
wars and conflicts. The book examines naval and air warfare, as well as significant individuals,
including commanders, theorists, and war leaders. Each entry includes a listing of additional
publications on the topic, accompanied by an article discussing these publications with reference to
their particular emphases, strengths, and limitations.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: The Zen of International Relations S. Chan, P.
Mandaville, 2001-10-15 The new millennium can only be a time of true globalization if different
histories and systems of understanding the world are appreciated. The authors unveil significant
studies to do with epistemological debates in International Relations, and give detailed middle and
far-eastern examples of how different cultures have used story-telling as a means of understanding
what is outside and around. Especially provocative is the Chinese idea of the West as an 'Other', as
atypical and, indeed, inscrutable, to the extent of not needing scrutiny at all.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: Lawrence Wood, 2009-09-01 Numerous opinion polls,
reported from time to time in the daily newspaper, reveal that approximately 40% of Americans
believe in Creationism, 40% in Intelligent Design and 20% in Evolution. Have you ever wondered
why there are three such drastically different explanations of our origin? Evolution: The Inevitable
Consequence of the Need for Species Survival explains why there are three, and how and why three
were developed. Perhaps you are a Creationist; you will meet Stephen Geoffrey who was once a
Creationist. He describes his agonizing reappraisal of his beliefs and eventual abandonment of
Creationism. Take a look; it might change your views. The Bible states in Genesis, Chapter 7, verse
19, regarding the biblical Flood, that ...the waters prevailed so mightily upon the earth that all the
high mountains under the whole heaven were covered. That's a lot of water - did it really happen?
Chapter 9 answers this question by examining the biblical Flood in detail, such as the 820 million
cubic miles of water required to cover the highest mountains, for which there is no credible source.
If you do not believe in Evolution, the powerful and detailed facts in Evolution might cause you to
pause and reconsider; even if only for a moment.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: The Causes of the First World War Annika Mombauer,
2024-06-28 The causes of the First World War were disputed before the first shots had even been
fired. Recriminations intensified following the Treaty of Versailles when the victors accused
Germany and its allies of having caused the war. This was the start of a heated blame game in which
historians and politicians on all sides became embroiled in a war of documents and publications.
More than 100 years on, the question of the origins of the First World War still remains contested.
Based on Annika Mombauer’s The Origins of the First World War (2002), this thoroughly revised and
expanded volume examines the political and ideological concerns that fuelled these international
disagreements and offers an extensive analysis of a complex and unique historical controversy from
1914 to the centenary and beyond. It provides students, teachers, scholars and non-specialist
readers with a comprehensive guide through the maze of conflicting interpretations.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: Why Wars Happen Jeremy Black, 2005-03-01 Why Wars
Happen is a groundbreaking inquiry into the crucial yet surprisingly understudied question of why
wars occur. Jeremy Black, one of Britain's foremost military historians, presents an interdisciplinary
study that draws on subjects such as history, political science, and international relations and
marshals a vast range of material with global examples spanning from the fifteenth century to today.
Black examines several major modern wars in their historical contexts, taking into account cultural
differences and various conflict theories. He analyzes the three main types of war—between



cultures, within cultures, and civil—and explores the problems of defining war. Black's investigation
inspires fascinating questions such as: Do wars reflect the bellicosity in societies and states, or do
they largely arise as a result of a diplomatic breakdown? How closely is war linked to changes in the
nature of warfare, the international system, or the internal character of states? Black also considers
contemporary situations and evaluates the possible course of future wars. Offering a valuable and
thought-provoking analysis on the causes of war and conflicts, Why Wars Happen will interest
historians and readers of military history alike.
  donald kagan on the origins of war: U.S. Foreign Policy in the Twenty-First Century:
The Relevance of Realism Robert John Myers, 1999
  donald kagan on the origins of war: Historical Dictionary of Ancient Greek Warfare Iain
Spence, 2002-05-07 This resource strategically traces Greek warfare from 720 to 30 BC and its
specific and extensive details-the wars, the troops, the armor, the military tactics, and other factors
either affecting or affected by the wars. Read how warfare evolved during the centuries in ancient
Greece from rudimentary, non-sophisticated strategies and weaponry to more complex arsenals and
tactics. Includes entries on many aspects of war for which ancient Greece is historically recognized,
as well as profiles of famous military and civilian leaders, including Alcibiades and Alexander the
Great, who were involved in the battles on both land and sea. An extensive bibliography suggests
further reading of interest. No other general work on ancient Greek warfare covers the entire period
included in this volume.
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