
country of origin of islam
Country of Origin of Islam: Exploring the Roots of a Global Faith

country of origin of islam is a phrase that leads us directly into the rich historical and
cultural beginnings of one of the world’s major religions. Islam, a faith followed by over a
billion people worldwide, traces its origins back to a specific geographical and historical
context that shaped its foundational beliefs and practices. Understanding the country of
origin of Islam not only sheds light on the religion’s early development but also helps
explain many aspects of its teachings, cultural nuances, and global influence.

The Historical Context of the Country of Origin of
Islam

When discussing the country of origin of Islam, it is essential to pinpoint the Arabian
Peninsula, specifically the city of Mecca, located in present-day Saudi Arabia. This region
in the 7th century CE was a melting pot of diverse tribes, trade routes, and religious
traditions. The Arabian Peninsula’s unique socio-political environment played a crucial
role in shaping the emergence of Islam.

The Arabian Peninsula Before Islam

Before the advent of Islam, the Arabian Peninsula was predominantly inhabited by various
nomadic tribes, often engaged in tribal conflicts, but also involved in robust trade
networks connecting Africa, Asia, and Europe. The region was religiously diverse, with
polytheistic beliefs being widespread. Mecca, a significant trading city, was also a
religious center hosting the Kaaba, a sacred sanctuary that housed idols worshiped by
different tribes.

This pre-Islamic era, often referred to as Jahiliyyah (the age of ignorance), set the stage
for the transformative message that Islam would bring. Understanding this context is
crucial to grasp why the revelations and teachings introduced by Prophet Muhammad
resonated deeply and eventually led to the profound changes across the Arabian
Peninsula.

The Role of Mecca and Medina in the Birth of
Islam

The country of origin of Islam is inseparable from the cities of Mecca and Medina, both
located within modern-day Saudi Arabia. These cities are not only physical locations but
also hold immense spiritual and historical significance in Islam.



Mecca: The Birthplace of the Prophet and the
Revelation

Mecca is recognized as the birthplace of Prophet Muhammad, who is considered the final
prophet in Islam. Around 610 CE, Muhammad received his first revelations from Allah
(God) through the angel Gabriel. These revelations would later be compiled into the
Quran, the holy book of Islam. The message preached monotheism, social justice, and
moral integrity, challenging the existing polytheistic and tribal order.

The significance of Mecca extends beyond just the origin of the faith; it remains the holiest
city in Islam. The Kaaba, which Muhammad re-dedicated to the worship of one God,
continues to be the focal point of Islamic worship worldwide, with Muslims facing its
direction during prayers.

Medina: The City of Refuge and the Growth of the
Muslim Community

Medina, formerly known as Yathrib, became a crucial city in the early Islamic narrative
after the Hijra (migration) of Muhammad and his followers from Mecca in 622 CE. This
event marks the beginning of the Islamic calendar. In Medina, Islam transformed from a
persecuted faith into a social and political movement.

Medina served as the first Islamic state, where Muhammad established a community
governed by Islamic principles and laws. The city symbolizes the consolidation and
expansion of Islam, as well as the peaceful coexistence among different religious groups
under the Constitution of Medina.

Why Does the Country of Origin of Islam Matter
Today?

Understanding the country of origin of Islam offers valuable insights for both Muslims and
non-Muslims alike. It connects believers to their spiritual heritage and provides a
historical lens through which to view contemporary religious practices and geopolitical
realities.

Cultural and Religious Identity

For Muslims, the origins in Saudi Arabia remain a source of pride and spiritual
connection. The annual pilgrimage, or Hajj, to Mecca is one of the Five Pillars of Islam,
underscoring the city’s enduring importance. The rituals performed during Hajj are deeply
tied to the events and places associated with the religion’s beginnings.



Geopolitical Significance

The country of origin of Islam also plays a role in contemporary geopolitics. Saudi Arabia,
as the custodian of Islam’s two holiest cities, wields significant religious influence in the
Muslim world. The historical roots of Islam contribute to the country’s unique position in
international affairs and interfaith dialogues.

Common Misconceptions About the Country of
Origin of Islam

Sometimes, people might confuse the broader Islamic world with the country of origin of
Islam itself. It’s important to clarify that while Islam spread rapidly across continents
including Africa, Asia, and Europe, its birthplace is specifically rooted in the Arabian
Peninsula.

Another misconception lies in the portrayal of pre-Islamic Arabia. Far from being
culturally barren, the region was vibrant with poetry, commerce, and rich traditions.
Islam’s emergence built upon this foundation, introducing new spiritual dimensions and
social reforms.

Exploring the Legacy of Islam’s Country of Origin

Visiting the country of origin of Islam offers a unique opportunity to experience the living
history of the faith. Pilgrims and tourists alike can witness the blending of ancient
traditions with modern life.

Visiting Mecca and Medina

While Mecca is accessible only to Muslims, millions travel each year for Hajj and Umrah
pilgrimages, engaging in rituals that have been practiced for over a millennium. Medina’s
Prophet’s Mosque, housing the tomb of Muhammad, is another pivotal site attracting
visitors seeking spiritual connection.

Preserving Islamic Heritage

Saudi Arabia has invested significantly in preserving and promoting Islamic heritage,
including archaeological sites, museums, and educational institutions. These efforts
ensure that the story of Islam’s country of origin is passed down through generations with
respect and accuracy.



The Influence of the Arabian Peninsula on Islamic
Culture and Practices

The country of origin of Islam isn’t just a historical footnote—it continues to influence
Islamic culture, language, and religious practices today. The Arabic language, in which the
Quran was revealed, remains central to Islamic worship and scholarship. Many Islamic
customs, festivals, and legal systems have roots that can be traced back to Arabian
traditions.

Understanding this connection enhances appreciation for the diversity within the Muslim
world, where local cultures blend with the foundational Arabian heritage in beautiful and
complex ways.

---

Exploring the country of origin of Islam opens a window into a pivotal chapter of human
history. From the bustling markets of ancient Mecca to the peaceful expanses of Medina,
the Arabian Peninsula remains a cornerstone for understanding the faith’s origins, its
early challenges, and its enduring legacy. Whether through pilgrimage, study, or cultural
exchange, engaging with the roots of Islam enriches our appreciation for a religion that
continues to shape the lives of millions around the globe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the country of origin of Islam?
Islam originated in the Arabian Peninsula, specifically in the city of Mecca, which is in
present-day Saudi Arabia.

Where was the Prophet Muhammad, the founder of
Islam, born?
Prophet Muhammad was born in Mecca, in what is now Saudi Arabia, around the year 570
CE.

Why is Saudi Arabia significant in the history of Islam?
Saudi Arabia is significant because it is the birthplace of Islam, home to the two holiest
cities in Islam, Mecca and Medina, and the location where Prophet Muhammad received
revelations.

When was Islam founded in Saudi Arabia?
Islam was founded in the early 7th century CE, with Prophet Muhammad receiving his
first revelation in 610 CE in Mecca.



How did the Arabian Peninsula contribute to the spread
of Islam?
The Arabian Peninsula was the initial region where Islam spread, and its geographic
location facilitated trade and cultural exchange, helping Islam to expand into Asia, Africa,
and Europe.

Is the country of origin of Islam considered the same as
its current largest population?
No, while Islam originated in Saudi Arabia, countries like Indonesia and Pakistan currently
have the largest Muslim populations.

What role did the city of Medina in Saudi Arabia play in
the origin of Islam?
Medina was the city to which Prophet Muhammad migrated in 622 CE (Hijra), and it
became the political and spiritual center of the early Muslim community.

How is the country of origin of Islam reflected in
Islamic practices today?
Many Islamic practices, such as the Hajj pilgrimage, are centered around locations in
Saudi Arabia, highlighting its importance as the country of origin of Islam.

Additional Resources
Country of Origin of Islam: An Analytical Exploration

country of origin of islam is a subject that holds significant importance not only for
historians and theologians but also for millions of followers worldwide. Islam, as one of the
world’s major religions, traces its roots back to a specific geographical and cultural
context, which has influenced its development, dissemination, and enduring legacy.
Understanding the country of origin of Islam provides valuable insights into its
foundational narratives, early propagation, and the socio-political environment that
shaped its early years.

The Historical Context of Islam’s Emergence

Islam originated in the Arabian Peninsula during the early 7th century CE, a region
characterized by a mosaic of tribal societies, trade routes, and religious practices. The
country widely recognized as the country of origin of Islam is present-day Saudi Arabia,
specifically the cities of Mecca and Medina. These urban centers played pivotal roles in
the life of the Prophet Muhammad, the founder of Islam, and in the early spread of the
religion.



Mecca: The Spiritual and Commercial Hub

Mecca was a thriving commercial center long before the advent of Islam. It was also a
religious sanctuary due to the Kaaba, a cube-shaped structure believed to have been built
by Abraham and his son Ishmael, which attracted numerous pagan tribes for pilgrimage.
The religious atmosphere of Mecca, combined with its strategic location on trade routes,
made it fertile ground for new religious ideas.

- The Kaaba served as a focal point for various polytheistic worship practices.
- Economic prosperity from trade allowed Mecca to be a cosmopolitan city.
- The tribal dynamics and social stratification created a backdrop against which Islam’s
message of monotheism and social justice resonated.

Medina: The City of the Prophet

After facing persecution in Mecca, Prophet Muhammad and his followers migrated to
Medina in 622 CE, an event known as the Hijra, marking the beginning of the Islamic
calendar. Medina became the political and religious capital of the nascent Muslim
community and witnessed the consolidation of Islamic governance and community
organization.

- The Constitution of Medina established a multi-tribal Islamic polity.
- Medina was the site of significant battles and treaties that shaped Islam’s early
expansion.
- The city symbolized the transformation of Islam from a spiritual movement into a socio-
political force.

Geopolitical and Cultural Influences on Early
Islam

The Arabian Peninsula’s geopolitical landscape at the time of Islam’s emergence was
marked by fragmented tribal alliances and interactions with neighboring empires such as
the Byzantine and Sassanian. These external influences contributed to the religious and
cultural milieu that Islam both absorbed and sought to reform.

Tribal Society and Religious Diversity

Before Islam, the Arabian Peninsula was home to various religious traditions, including
polytheism, Christianity, Judaism, and indigenous beliefs. Tribal affiliations played a
crucial role in social organization, economic control, and political authority.

- Islam’s emphasis on monotheism challenged the entrenched polytheistic practices.
- The call for social equity and community unity addressed tribal conflicts and inequalities.



- Early converts came from diverse backgrounds, illustrating the religion’s broad appeal.

Trade Routes and Cross-Cultural Exchanges

The Arabian Peninsula’s position as a crossroads between Africa, Asia, and Europe
facilitated cultural exchanges. Mecca’s role as a trade hub meant that ideas, goods, and
religious concepts flowed through the region, influencing the early Islamic worldview.

- Interaction with Jewish and Christian communities introduced monotheistic concepts.
- Economic motivations intertwined with religious reform efforts.
- The unification of tribes under Islam eventually enabled expansion along key trade
routes.

Significance of Saudi Arabia in Islamic History

Modern Saudi Arabia holds profound significance as the acknowledged country of origin of
Islam. The preservation of Islamic holy sites within its borders and its role in global
Muslim identity underscore this connection.

The Custodianship of Islam’s Holy Sites

Saudi Arabia is home to Islam’s two holiest cities: Mecca and Medina. Millions of Muslims
worldwide undertake the Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca annually, fulfilling one of the five
pillars of Islam.

- The Saudi government administers and maintains the infrastructure supporting
pilgrimage.
- Religious tourism significantly contributes to the country’s economy.
- The sites are central to Islamic ritual and collective memory.

Saudi Arabia’s Role in Contemporary Islam

As the birthplace of Islam, Saudi Arabia wields considerable religious influence in the
Muslim world. Its interpretation and promotion of Islamic teachings have shaped
contemporary religious discourse and practice.

- Saudi Arabia promotes a conservative form of Islam known as Wahhabism.
- The country funds religious education and missionary activities globally.
- Political and religious leadership in Saudi Arabia often intersect, affecting regional
dynamics.



Common Misconceptions About Islam’s Country
of Origin

Despite the well-documented origins of Islam, there exist misconceptions and alternative
theories regarding the country of origin of Islam, often fueled by political or ideological
agendas.

Misattributing Origins: Some claim Islam originated outside the Arabian Peninsula
to diminish its Arab roots.

Confusing Religious History: Due to Islam’s rapid expansion, some conflate its
origin with the countries where it later flourished, such as Iran or Egypt.

Overlooking Tribal Context: The importance of tribal and local contexts in Arabia
is sometimes underemphasized in favor of broader imperial narratives.

Clarifying these misconceptions is crucial for an accurate understanding of Islam’s
historical development.

The Broader Impact of Islam’s Origin on Global
History

The country of origin of Islam not only shaped the religion itself but also set the stage for a
profound global cultural and political transformation. The Arabian Peninsula’s unique
environment fostered a faith that would extend far beyond its initial borders.

Rapid Expansion and Cultural Diffusion

Following its establishment, Islam spread rapidly across the Middle East, North Africa,
and beyond, influencing diverse cultures and societies.

- The initial unification of Arabian tribes facilitated military and diplomatic expansion.
- Islamic civilization contributed significantly to science, art, philosophy, and law.
- The Arabic language, tied closely to Islam’s origins, became a lingua franca in many
regions.

Modern-Day Relevance

Understanding the country of origin of Islam remains essential for grasping contemporary
religious identities and geopolitical relationships.



- It helps contextualize ongoing cultural and religious practices.
- It informs interfaith dialogue by highlighting common historical roots.
- It provides perspective on regional conflicts and alliances linked to Islamic heritage.

By examining the country of origin of Islam through historical, cultural, and geopolitical
lenses, one gains a comprehensive appreciation of how this religion emerged, evolved, and
continues to influence the world. Saudi Arabia’s role as the cradle of Islam remains central
to both historical scholarship and the lived experience of Muslims globally, underscoring
the enduring importance of its origins in shaping faith and civilization.

Country Of Origin Of Islam

  country of origin of islam: Routledge Handbook of Islam in the West Roberto Tottoli,
2014-09-19 Islam has long been a part of the West in terms of religion, culture, politics and society.
Discussing this interaction from al-Andalus to the present, this Handbook explores the influence
Islam has had, and continues to exert; particularly its impact on host societies, culture and politics.
Highlighting specific themes and topics in history and culture, chapters cover: European paradigms
Muslims in the Americas Cultural interactions Islamic cultural contributions to the Western world
Western contributions to Islam Providing a sound historical background, from which a nuanced
overview of Islam and Western society can be built, the Routledge Handbook of Islam in the West
brings to the fore specific themes and topics that have generated both reciprocal influence, and
conflict. Presenting readers with a range of perspectives from scholars based in Europe, the US, and
the Middle East, this Handbook challenges perceptions on both western and Muslim sides and will
be an invaluable resource for policymakers and academics with an interest in the History of Islam,
Religion and the contemporary relationship between Islam and the West.
  country of origin of islam: Innovative Ventures and Strategies in Islamic Business Rafiki,
Ahmad, Sarea, Adel, 2024-12-18 In today’s realities of global business, Islamic organizations face a
pressing challenge: how to navigate the complexities of modern markets while remaining true to
their ethical principles. This dilemma poses a significant obstacle for scholars seeking to understand
and address the unique needs of Islamic business. In response, editors Ahmad Rafiki and Adel Sarea
propose a compelling solution, offering a comprehensive exploration of Islamic business practices
that bridges the gap between theory and application. In this groundbreaking book, Innovative
Ventures and Strategies in Islamic Business presents a scholarly examination of Islamic business
principles, rooted in both theoretical frameworks and empirical studies. By addressing the urgent
need for a scholastic approach that considers the cultural contexts of Muslim communities, the
editors provide a nuanced understanding of how Islamic organizations can thrive in the modern
economy. Through real-world case studies and best practices, they offer actionable insights tailored
for practitioners, policymakers, and scholars alike.
  country of origin of islam: Belonging, Citizenship and Muslim Identity Stéphane Hlaimi,
2025-06-10 This book explores belonging among Muslims in Britain and France, asking whether
British and French Muslims are citizens first or Muslims first. Based on in-depth interviews with
Muslims in both jurisdictions, it considers three options open to Muslims – assimilation, integration,
or conflict – and considers the differences in approach that tend to prevail among Muslims in Britain
and France, with British Muslims tending to favour a cohabitationist strategy, while many French
Muslims adopt a more conflictual approach. With attention to issues of Islamophobia, the author
examines the crises multiculturalism and secularism are facing, and argues for a more inclusive
rhetoric on questions of Islam and citizenship, to counter the essentialist, ‘othering’ approach that
characterises media coverage and public discourse. A call for a new paradigm of articulation
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between Muslim identity and Western citizenship, Belonging, Citizenship and Muslim Identity will be
of interest to scholars of sociology, politics, geography and anthropology with interests in inclusion
and diasporic communities.
  country of origin of islam: Islam Outside the Arab World Ingvar Svanberg, David Westerlund,
2012-12-06 Today about 85 per cent of the world population of Muslims live in areas outside the
Arab world, and due to population growth, missionary endeavours and migration, the number of
Muslims in these areas is rising rapidly. This volume presents the spread and character of Islam in
many non-Arab countries, focusing particularly on the contemporary situation. The book deals with
the great variety and complexity that characterize Islam outside the Arab world, with Sufism (the
predominant form of Islam in most non-Arab Muslim countries), and with the growing significance of
Islamism which challenges secularism and Sufi forms of Islam.
  country of origin of islam: A Short History of Islam Mazhar-ul-Haq, 1977
  country of origin of islam: Handbook of Empirical Research on Islam and Economic Life M.
Kabir Hassan, 2016-12-30 In Islamic jurisprudence, a comprehensive ethic has been formulated
governing how business and commerce should be run, how accountability to God and the community
is to be achieved, and how banking and finance is to be arranged. This Handbook examines how well
these values are translated into actual performance. It explores whether those holding true to the
system are hindered and put at a disadvantage or whether the Islamic institutions have been able to
demonstrate that faith-based activities can be rewarding, both economically and spiritually.
  country of origin of islam: Politics and Religion in France and the United States Alec G.
Hargreaves, John Kelsay, Sumner B. Twiss, 2007-01-01 Religion and Politics in France and the
United States compares the current status and views of Jews, Christians, and Muslims regarding
political life in two states. Longstanding traditions of laicite and of constitutional law frame
discussions of political speech, voting patterns, and attempts to deal with demographic and cultural
shifts characteristic of French and American societies. Papers by leading scholars demonstrate the
ways that historical experience sheds light on current events; how it is, for example, that previous
efforts to deal with religious difference affect current approaches to the display of religious symbols
in state schools, or how the struggles of minority groups for recognition affect voting patterns. One
question running throughout the volume is, what can French and American policymakers and
citizens learn from one another, as they seek to deal with the challenges presented by contemporary
life? This book is suitable for advanced undergraduate and graduate students.
  country of origin of islam: Managing Uncertainty Marco Giuliani, Erik Jones, 2010-11
Chronology of Italian political events, 2009 / compiled by Rinaldo Vignati -- Introduction : managing
uncertainty / Marco Giuliani and Erik Jones -- Berlusconi, sex, and the avoidance of a media scandal /
Stephen Gundle -- The Partito Democratico : a troubled beginning / Chris Hanretty and Alex Wilson
-- European elections in Italy and Europe / Enrico Calossi and Luciano Bardi -- The balance of the
coalition / Elisabetta De Giorgi -- The G8 in Italy between politics and protest : a case of success? /
Massimiliano Andretta and Nicola Chelotti -- Italian foreign policy and the Obama administration :
between new opportunities and constraints / Emiliano Alessandri -- The same old film : the
never-ending woes of Italy's justice system / Justin O. Frosini -- The Brunetta effect : evaluation and
accountability in federal Italy / Mita Marra -- Recalibrating the Italian welfare state : a politics too
weak for a necessary policy? / Matteo Jessoula -- Economic policy in a global crisis : did Italy get it
right? / Riccardo Rovelli -- Immigration, Islam, and political discourse / Saskia van Genugten --
Eluana Englam's death and the debate over living wills / Nicola Pasini -- Documentary appendix /
compiled by Debora Mantovani.
  country of origin of islam: World Faiths - An Introduction: Teach Yourself Paul Oliver,
2010-05-28 This book is a concise guide to the major religions around the world. Become familiar
with the history of each faith, its core beliefs, and how it is practised today. Whether you're studying
theology or just want to know more about the faiths that shape our world, this clearly structured
guide offers everything you need to get started. NOT GOT MUCH TIME? One, five and ten-minute
introductions to key principles to get you started. AUTHOR INSIGHTS Lots of instant help with



common problems and quick tips for success, based on the author's many years of experience. TEST
YOURSELF Tests in the book and online to keep track of your progress. EXTEND YOUR
KNOWLEDGE Extra online articles at www.teachyourself.com to give you a richer understanding of
psychology. FIVE THINGS TO REMEMBER Quick refreshers to help you remember the key facts.
TRY THIS Innovative exercises illustrate what you've learnt and how to use it.
  country of origin of islam: Islamic Branding and Marketing Paul Temporal, 2011-06-24
Islamic Branding and Marketing: Creating A Global Islamic Business provides a complete guide to
building brands in the largest consumer market in the world. The global Muslim market is now
approximately 23 percent of the world's population, and is projected to grow by about 35 percent in
the next 20 years. If current trends continue, there are expected to be 2.2 billion Muslims in 2030
that will make up 26.4 percent of the world's total projected population of 8.3 billion. As companies
currently compete for the markets of China and India, few have realized the global Muslim market
represents potentially larger opportunities. Author Paul Temporal explains how to develop and
manage brands and businesses for the fast-growing Muslim market through sophisticated strategies
that will ensure sustainable value, and addresses issues such as: How is the global Muslim market
structured? What opportunities are there in Islamic brand categories, including the digital world?
What strategies should non-Muslim companies adopt in Muslim countries? More than 30 case
studies illustrate practical applications of the topics covered, including Brunei Halal Brand, Godiva
Chocolatier, Johor Corporations, Nestle, Unilever, Fulla, Muxlim Inc, and more. Whether you are in
control of an established company, starting up a new one, or have responsibility for a brand within
an Islamic country looking for growth, Islamic Branding and Marketing is an indispensable resource
that will help build, improve and secure brand equity and value for your company.
  country of origin of islam: Somalia, a Country Study Harold D. Nelson, 1982 General study on
Somalia - covers history, revolutionary social change, physical geography, demographic aspects,
social structure, Islamic religious practice, education, refugees, economy, agriculture, trade,
government, legal system, politics, international relations, defence, etc. Bibliography, glossary,
maps, photographs, statistical tables.
  country of origin of islam: A Global History of Modern Historiography Georg G Iggers, Q.
Edward Wang, Supriya Mukherjee, 2016-09-01 The first book on historiography to adopt a global
and comparative perspective on the topic, A Global History of Modern Historiography looks not just
at developments in the West but also at the other great historiographical traditions in Asia, the
Middle East, and elsewhere around the world over the course of the past two and a half centuries.
This second edition contains fully updated sections on Latin American and African historiography,
discussion of the development of global history, environmental history, and feminist and gender
history in recent years, and new coverage of Russian historical practices. Beginning in the
mid-eighteenth century, the authors analyse historical currents in a changing political, social and
cultural context, examining both the adaptation and modification of the Western influence on
historiography and how societies outside Europe and America found their own ways in the face of
modernization and globalization. Supported by online resources including a selection of excerpts
from key historiographical texts, this book offers an up-to-date account of the status of historical
writing in the global era and is essential reading for all students of modern historiography.
  country of origin of islam: Islam and Society Riaz Hassan, 2013-06-01 The central focus of
this volume is to explore and highlight the nexus between the ideology of Islam and social and
cultural milieus with the aim of reconceptualising the sacred as a socially constructed reality and not
a transcendental supernatural phenomenon. From this perspective, human agency and society
become the main focus for shaping, perpetuating and institutionalising religious beliefs, ideas and
practices, opening up space for empirical and sociological analyses of religious phenomena. The
seven essays in this volume seek to explore and examine some of the key debates in contemporary
sociology of Islam. The topics explored are: social factors in the origins of Islam; social theory and
Muslim society; Islam and politics in South Asia; Muslim piety; anti-Semitism; the social foundations
of Muhammad's prophetic mission, with a special reference to Arab historical memory and the role



of his first wife Khadija bint Khuwaylid; and the barriers to social inclusion of Australian Muslims in
Australian society. Islamic Studies Series - Volume 14
  country of origin of islam: Encyclopedia of Women and Islamic Cultures Suad Joseph, Afsāna
Naǧmābādī, 2003 Family, Law and Politics, Volume II of the Encyclopedia of Women & Islamic
Cultures, brings together over 360 entries on women, family, law, politics, and Islamic cultures
around the world.
  country of origin of islam: Islam and Democracy in the Maldives Azim Zahir, 2021-11-29
This book examines Islam’s relationship to democratization in the Indian Ocean nation of the
Maldives. It explores how and why an electoral democracy based in a constitution that has many
liberal features but also Islam-based limitations, especially lack of religious freedom, emerged in the
country by 2009. In doing so, the book interrogates a major approach to Muslim politics that
assumes reformist interpretations of Islam are a positive, and even a necessary, force for
liberalization and democratization in Muslim-majority contexts. This book shows reformist Islam did
play certain positive roles in democratization in the Maldives. However, the book suggests reformist
Islam may not be an invariably uncontroversial force in the space of politics. It argues that modern
nation building in the Maldives shaped by political actors with reformist Islamic orientations, since
around the 1930s, has also completely transformed Islam as a modern institutional and discursive
political religion. These transformations of Islam as a modern political religion have existed as
path-dependent constraints on the depth of democratization, ensuring religion-based limitations and
intensifying controversy over religion vis-à-vis the state and individual rights. An original empirical
contribution towards a better understanding of Islam and politics in the Maldives, this book will be
of interest to academics and students working on democracy, and Islam in particular, and in the
fields of political science and area studies, especially South Asian politics.
  country of origin of islam: Cognitive Capitalism Heiner Rindermann, 2018-02-15 Nations can
vary greatly in their wealth, democratic rights and the wellbeing of their citizens. These gaps are
often obvious, and by studying the flow of immigration one can easily predict people's wants and
needs. But why are there also large differences in the level of education indicating disparities in
cognitive ability? How are they related to a country's economic, political and cultural development?
Researchers in the paradigms of economics, psychology, sociology, evolution and cultural studies
have tried to find answers for these hotly debated issues. In this book, Heiner Rindermann
establishes a new model: the emergence of a burgher-civic world, supported by long-term
background factors, furthered education and thinking. The burgher-civic world initiated a reciprocal
development changing society and culture, resulting in past and present cognitive capital and wealth
differences. This is an important text for graduate students and researchers in a wide range of fields,
including economics, psychology, sociology and political science, and those working on economic
growth, human capital formation and cognitive development.
  country of origin of islam: The Wiley Blackwell History of Islam Armando Salvatore,
Roberto Tottoli, Babak Rahimi, 2018-06-18 A theoretically rich, nuanced history of Islam and Islamic
civilization with a unique sociological component This major new reference work offers a complete
historical and theoretically informed view of Islam as both a religion and a sociocultural force.
Uniquely comprehensive, it surveys and discusses the transformation of Muslim societies in different
eras and various regions, providing a broad narrative of the historical development of Islamic
civilization. This text explores the complex and varied history of the religion and its traditions. It
provides an in-depth study of the diverse ways through which the religious dimension at the core of
Islamic traditions has led to a distinctive type of civilizational process in history. The book
illuminates the ways in which various historical forces have converged and crystallized in
institutional forms at a variety of levels, embracing social, religious, legal, political, cultural, and
civic dimensions. Together, the team of internationally renowned scholars move from the genesis of
a new social order in 7th-century Arabia, right up to the rise of revolutionary Islamist currents in the
20th century and the varied ways in which Islam has grown and continues to pervade daily life in the
Middle East and beyond. This book is essential reading for students and academics in a wide range



of fields, including sociology, history, law, and political science. It will also appeal to general readers
with an interest in the history of one of the world’s great religions.
  country of origin of islam: Encyclopedia of Human Services and Diversity Linwood H. Cousins,
2014-09-05 Encyclopedia of Human Services and Diversity is the first encyclopedia to reflect the
changes in the mission of human services professionals as they face today’s increasingly diverse
service population. Diversity encompasses a broad range of human differences, including differences
in ability and disability, age, education level, ethnicity, gender, geographic origin, religion, sexual
orientation, socioeconomic class, and values. Understanding the needs and problems of Asian
Americans, Hispanic Americans, the deaf, the blind, the LGBT community, and many other groups
demands an up-to-date and cutting-edge reference. This three-volume encyclopedia provides human
services students, professors, librarians, and practitioners the reference information they need to
meet the needs of an increasingly diverse population. Features: 600 signed entries are organized
A-to-Z across three volumes. Entries, authored by key figures in the field, conclude with cross
references and further readings. A Reader’s Guide groups related articles within broad, thematic
areas, such as aging, community mental health, family and child services, substance abuse, etc. A
detailed index, the Reader’s Guide, and cross references combine for search-and-browse in the
electronic version. A helpful Resource Guide guides students to classic books, journals, and web
sites, and a glossary assists them with the terminology of the field. Available in both print and
electronic formats, Encyclopedia of Human Services and Diversity is an ideal reference for students,
practitioners, faculty and librarians.
  country of origin of islam: Land and Trade in Early Islam Hugh Kennedy, Fanny Bessard,
2025-01-20 Land and Trade in Early Islam discusses the latest developments in the field of early
Islamic economic and social history, and explores the notion of polycentrism and the dialectic
between global and local between 700 and 1050 CE. The volume explores the political mechanisms
and the role of Islamic states in regulating and developing demand in the economy. The chapters
question the binary of core/periphery, and demonstrate how the growing scholarship on the liminal
regions of the Caliphate has transformed our understanding of the early Islamic world by offering a
more nuanced picture of its regional urban and socio-economic dynamics. Changes in the
peripheries of the early medieval Caliphate have traditionally been conceived as resulting from
initiatives by the core. An increased focus on the comparatively under-explored regions in central
Asia, north Africa, south-east Asia and the Caucasus has thrown this into question. Land and Trade
in Early Islam draws on this growing body of scholarship to question the notion of peripherality,
explore lines of economic influence and interdependence, and to better understand the regional
economic, social and political dynamics of this period.
  country of origin of islam: Imams in Western Europe Mohammed Hashas, Jan Jaap Ruiter,
Niels Valdemar Vinding, 2025-10-01 As European Muslims and Muslims in the Middle East diverge,
imams in Europe have emerged as major agents of religious authority who shape Islam’s presence in
Western societies. This volume examines the theoretical and practical questions concerning the
evolving role of imams in Europe. To what extent do imams act as intermediaries between European
states and Muslim communities? Do states subsidise imam training? How does institutionalisation of
Islam differ between European states?
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