COMED RATE INCREASE HISTORY

CoMED RATE INCREASE HISTORY: UNDERSTANDING THE EVOLUTION OF ELECTRICITY PRICING

COMED RATE INCREASE HISTORY IS A TOPIC THAT MANY RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES IN NORTHERN |LLINOIS OFTEN SEEK TO
UNDERSTAND, ESPECIALLY AS ENERGY BILLS FLUCTUATE OVER TIME. COMED, orR COMMONWEALTH EDISON/ IS THE PRIMARY
ELECTRIC UTILITY PROVIDER SERVING MILLIONS OF CUSTOMERS IN THE CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA. OVER THE YEARS, THE
UTILITY'S RATE ADJUSTMENTS HAVE REFLECTED A RANGE OF ECONOMIC, REGULATORY, AND INFRASTRUCTURAL FACTORS.
EXPLORING THE HISTORY OF COMED’S RATE INCREASES NOT ONLY SHEDS LIGHT ON HOW ELECTRICITY PRICES HAVE EVOLVED
BUT ALSO OFFERS VALUABLE CONTEXT FOR CONSUMERS AIMING TO MANAGE THEIR ENERGY COSTS.

THe BACkGROUND oF CoMED’s ELECTRICITY RATES

BEFORE DIVING INTO THE SPECIFICS OF COMED’S RATE INCREASE HISTORY, IT’S HELPFUL TO UNDERSTAND THE FRAMEW ORK
WITHIN WHICH THESE RATES ARE SET. COMED OPERATES AS A REGULATED UTILITY, MEANING ITS RATES ARE OVERSEEN BY THE
ILLinois Commerce Commission (ICC). THIS REGULATORY BODY ENSURES THAT RATES ARE FAIR, REASONABLE, AND
REFLECTIVE OF COMED’S COSTS TO GENERATE, TRANSMIT, AND DISTRIBUTE ELECTRICITY.

ELECTRICITY PRICING INVOLVES SEVERAL COMPONENTS, INCLUDING GENERATION COSTS, TRANSMISSION FEES, DISTRIBUTION
CHARGES, AND VARIOUS SURCHARGES. CHANGES IN ANY OF THESE AREAS—WHETHER DUE TO INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES, FUEL
PRICE VOLATILITY, OR REGULATORY MANDATES—CAN INFLUENCE THE OVERALL RATE STRUCTURE. OVER THE DECADES,
CoMED’S RATES HAVE BEEN SHAPED BY SHIFTS IN ENERGY POLICY, TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS, AND EVOLVING CUSTOMER
DEMANDS.

Key Drivers BeHIND CoMED RATE INCREASES

UNDERSTANDING WHY COMED’S RATES HAVE RISEN AT DIFFERENT POINTS IN TIME REQUIRES LOOKING AT THE MAIN
CONTRIBUTORS TO THESE CHANGES!

® INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS: UPGRADING POWER LINES, SUBSTATIONS, AND SMART GRID TECHNOLOGY TO IMPROVE
RELIABILITY AND REDUCE OUTAGES.

¢ REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS! COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENT AL MANDATES, RENEWABLE ENERGY INTEGRATION, AND
ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAMS.

FuUeL AND MARKET COSTS: V ARIATIONS IN THE PRICE OF NATURAL GAS AND ELECTRICITY MARKET DYNAMICS.

o OPERATIONAL EXPENSES: COSTS RELATED TO MAINTENANCE, LABOR, AND CUSTOMER SERVICE ENHANCEMENTS.

THESE FACTORS INTERACT IN COMPLEX WAYS, OFTEN LEADING TO RATE ADJUSTMENTS THAT ARE CAREFULLY REVIEWED AND
APPROVED BY THE ICC.

TIMELINE OF SIGNIFICANT CoMED RATE INCREASES

TRACKING COMED’S RATE INCREASE HISTORY REVEALS SEVERAL NOTABLE MOMENTS WHEN CUSTOMERS SAW CHANGES IN THEIR
BILLS. W/HILE MINOR ADJUSTMENTS OCCUR REGULARLY DUE TO FUEL COST RECOVERY AND OTHER MECHANISMS, SOME CHANGES
STAND OUT DUE TO THEIR SCALE OR IMPACT.



THe EARLY 2000s: MoDerNIZING THE GRID

IN THE EARLY 2000s, CoMED EMBARKED ON SIGNIFICANT MODERNIZATION EFFORTS, INCLUDING THE ROLLOUT OF ADVANCED
METERING INFRASTRUCTURE (AMI) OR SMART METERS. THESE INVESTMENTS WERE ESSENTIAL FOR IMPROVING OUTAGE RESPONSE
AND ENABLING MORE ACCURATE BILLING. TO FUND THIS MODERNIZATION, COMED SOUGHT RATE INCREASES APPROVED BY THE
ICC, LEADING TO INCREMENTAL RISES IN CUSTOMER BILLS STARTING AROUND 2002.

2007 RATE INCREASE: ADDRESSING AGING INFRASTRUCTURE

By 2007, A MORE SUBSTANTIAL RATE INCREASE WAS IMPLEMENTED TO ADDRESS AGING INFRASTRUCTURE AND IMPROVE SYSTEM
RELIABILITY. THIS CHANGE WAS DESIGNED TO ALLOW COMED TO INVEST IN REPLACING OUTDATED EQUIPMENT AND ENHANCE GRID
RESILIENCE AGAINST STORMS AND OTHER DISRUPTIONS. THE |CC’S APPROVAL REFLECTED THE NEED FOR BALANCING CUSTOMER
AFFORDABILITY WITH NECESSARY UPGRADES.

2011 RATE CASE: ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND SMART GRID EXPANSION

THE 2011 RATE CASE INVOLVED INTEGRATING THE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH EXPANDING ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAMS AND
FURTHER DEVELOPING SMART GRID CAPABILITIES. THESE INITIATIVES AIMED TO REDUCE OVERALL ENERGY CONSUMPTION AND
PROVIDE CUSTOMERS WITH MORE TOOLS TO MANAGE THEIR USAGE. ALTHOUGH THE ADJUSTMENTS CONTRIBUTED TO A RATE
INCREASE, THE LONG-TERM GOAL WAS TO HELP CUSTOMERS SAVE MONEY BY LOWERING ENERGY CONSUMPTION.

ReCeENT YEARS: RENEWABLE ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE

IN THE 20 10s anp EARLY 2020s, CoMED’s RATE INCREASE HISTORY HAS BEEN INFLUENCED BY THE STATE’S COMMITMENT TO
CLEAN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS. |LLINOIS ENACTED LEGISLATION REQUIRING UTILITIES TO INCREASE THE USE OF
RENEW ABLE ENERGY SOURCES AND REDUCE CARBON EMISSIONS. COMED’S INVESTMENTS IN RENEW ABLE INTEGRATION, GRID
MODERNIZATION, AND COMPLIANCE WITH THESE MANDATES HAVE RESULTED IN RATE INCREASES APPROVED BY REGULATORS.
THESE CHANGES REFLECT A BROADER SHIFT TOWARD SUSTAINABLE ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE, EVEN AS THEY CONTRIBUTE TO
CHANGES IN CUSTOMER BILLS.

How CoMED RATE INCREASES AFFECT CUSTOMERS

W/ HEN COMED ANNOUNCES A RATE INCREASE, MANY CUSTOMERS WONDER HOW IT WILL IMPACT THEIR MONTHLY BILLS AND
WHAT STEPS THEY CAN TAKE TO MITIGATE THESE EFFECTS. THE TRUTH IS, RATE INCREASES DO NOT ALWAYS TRANSLATE
DIRECTLY INTO PROPORTIONALLY HIGHER BILLS BECAUSE CONSUMPTION HABITS, ENERGY EFFICIENCY MEASURES, AND AVAILABLE
RATE PLANS ALSO PLAY SIGNIFICANT ROLES.

UNDERSTANDING THE BiILL COMPONENTS

A TypicAL CoMED BILL INCLUDES VARIOUS CHARGES:
e SuppLY CHARGES: THE COST OF THE ELECTRICITY ITSELF, WHICH MAY BE PURCHASED FROM CoMED OR ALTERNATIVE
SUPPLIERS.
® DeLivery CHARGES: FEES FOR TRANSMITTING AND DISTRIBUTING ELECTRICITY TO YOUR HOME.

o TAXES AND OTHER FEES: LOCAL AND STATE TAXES, AS WELL AS REGULATORY FEES.



RATE INCREASES OFTEN FOCUS ON DELIVERY CHARGES, REFLECTING INFRASTRUCTURE AND OPERATIONAL COSTS, WHILE SUPPLY
CHARGES CAN FLUCTUATE BASED ON MARKET CONDITIONS AND SUPPLIER CONTRACTS.

Tips FOR MANAGING RISING ELECTRICITY CoSTs

To OFFSET THE IMPACT OF RATE INCREASES, CUSTOMERS CAN ADOPT SEVERAL ENERGY-SAVING STRATEGIES:
1. UPGRADE TO ENERGY-EFFICIENT APPLIANCES: MODERN APPLIANCES USE LESS ELECTRICITY AND CAN SIGNIFICANTLY
REDUCE CONSUMPTION.

2. IMPLEMENT SMART THERMOSTATS: AUTOMATED TEMPERATURE CONTROL CAN OPTIMIZE HEATING AND COOLING
EFFICIENCY.

3. PARTICIPATE IN ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAMS: COMED OFFERS REBATES AND INCENTIVES FOR ENERGY-SAVING HOME
IMPROVEMENTS.

4. MoNITor USAGE WITH SMART METERS: REAL-TIME DATA HELPS IDENTIFY CONSUMPTION PATTERNS AND OPPORTUNITIES
TO CUT BACK.

5. CoNsIDER ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SUPPLIERS: SHOPPING FOR COMPETITIVE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY RATES CAN SOMETIMES
LOWER OVERALL COSTS.

T AKING PROACTIVE STEPS CAN HELP CUSTOMERS MAINTAIN CONTROL OVER THEIR ENERGY EXPENSES DESPITE FLUCTUATING
RATES.

THe ReEGULATORY ProOCESS BEHIND RATE CHANGES

CoMED’S RATE INCREASES ARE NOT ARBITRARY DECISIONS MADE BY THE COMPANY ALONE. THE ILLINOIS CoMMERCE COMMISSION
PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN REVIEWING AND APPROVING RATE CASES TO ENSURE FAIRNESS.

How RATE CASES W ORK

WHEN CoMED PROPOSES A RATE INCREASE, IT SUBMITS A FORMAL FILING TO THE |CC, WHICH INCLUDES DETAILED FINANCIAL
DATA, JUSTIFICATIONS FOR THE INCREASE, AND PROJECTIONS OF FUTURE COSTS. THE PROCESS INVOLVES:

e PUBLIC HEARINGS WHERE STAKEHOLDERS, INCLUDING CONSUMER ADVOCATES, CAN PROVIDE INPUT.
® TECHNICAL ANALYSIS BY ICC STAFF TO EVALUATE THE NECESSITY AND FAIRNESS OF THE PROPOSED RATES.

e NEGOTIATIONS AND SETTLEMENTS THAT MAY ADJUST THE INITIAL PROPOSAL BEFORE APPROVAL.

THIS TRANSPARENT PROCESS HELPS MAINTAIN ACCOUNTABILITY AND PROTECTS CONSUMERS FROM UNJUSTIFIED PRICE HIKES.



OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

CUSTOMERS INTERESTED IN INFLUENCING RATE DECISIONS CAN PARTICIPATE BY ATTENDING HEARINGS, SUBMITTING WRITTEN
COMMENTS, OR WORKING WITH CONSUMER ADVOCACY GROUPS. STAYING INFORMED ABOUT RATE CASES AND REGULATORY
DEVELOPMENTS EMPOWERS RESIDENTS TO VOICE CONCERNS AND SUPPORT POLICIES THAT BALANCE AFFORDABILITY WITH
SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT.

THe FuTurRe OuTLoOK: WHAT TO ExPecT FrRoM CoMED RATES

AS THE ENERGY LANDSCAPE CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, SO TOO WILL CoMED’s RATE STRUCTURE. EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES,
CHANGING REGULATIONS, AND SHIFTS IN CUSTOMER BEHAVIOR WILL ALL PLAY A PART IN SHAPING FUTURE ELECTRICITY COSTS.

SMART GRID AND RENEWABLE INTEGRATION

ONGOING INVESTMENTS IN SMART GRID TECHNOLOGIES PROMISE TO ENHANCE RELIABILITY AND ENABLE MORE DYNAMIC PRICING
MODELS. THESE ADVANCEMENTS COULD ALLOW CUSTOMERS GREATER CONTROL OVER WHEN AND HOW THEY USE ELECTRICITY,
POTENTIALLY LOWERING BILLS THROUGH TIME-OF-USE RATES OR DEMAND RESPONSE PROGRAMS.

ENERGY STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTED GENERATION

THE RISE OF ROOFTOP SOLAR, BATTERY STORAGE, AND OTHER DISTRIBUTED ENERGY RESOURCES MAY INFLUENCE CoMED’s RATE
DESIGN, ENCOURAGING MORE DECENTRALIZED ENERGY PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION. UTILITIES AND REGULATORS WILL NEED TO
BALANCE THESE INNOVATIONS WITH THE COSTS OF MAINTAINING THE GRID INFRASTRUCTURE.

ENVIRONMENTAL AND CLIMATE PoOLICIES

[LLINOIS® COMMITMENT TO REDUCING GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS WILL LIKELY CONTINUE TO DRIVE INVESTMENTS IN CLEANER
ENERGY SOURCES. WHILE THESE EFFORTS MAY INVOLVE UPFRONT COSTS REFLECTED IN RATES, THE LONG-TERM BENEFITS INCLUDE
A MORE SUSTAINABLE AND RESILIENT ENERGY SYSTEM.

EXPLORING THE COMED RATE INCREASE HISTORY OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHT INTO THE COMPLEX FACTORS INFLUENCING
ELECTRICITY PRICING. FOR CONSUMERS AND BUSINESSES ALIKE, STAYING INFORMED AND PROACTIVE REMAINS KEY TO NAVIGATING
CHANGES IN ENERGY COSTS AND MAKING THE MOST OF AVAILABLE PROGRAMS AND TECHNOLOGIES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE HISTORY OF COMED RATE INCREASES OVER THE PAST DECADE?

CoMED HAS PERIODICALLY INCREASED ITS RATES OVER THE PAST DECADE TO COVER INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS,
REGULATORY COSTS, AND INFLATION. THESE INCREASES ARE TYPICALLY APPROVED BY THE ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
AFTER A REVIEW PROCESS.

How ofFTEN HAS COMED RAISED RATES HISTORICALLY?

CoMED HAS HISTORICALLY RAISED RATES EVERY FEW YEARS, OFTEN FOLLOWING REGULATORY APPROVAL, WITH NOTABLE
INCREASES OCCURRING IN RESPONSE TO INVESTMENTS IN GRID MODERNIZATION AND RENEW ABLE ENERGY INTEGRATION.



\WHAT FACTORS HAVE DRIVEN COMED RATE INCREASES HISTORICALLY?

Key FACTORS DRIVING COMED RATE INCREASES INCLUDE INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES, MAINTENANCE COSTS, REGULATORY
COMPLIANCE, INVESTMENTS IN SMART GRID TECHNOLOGIES, AND CHANGES IN ENERGY SUPPLY COSTS.

How HAVE COMED RATE INCREASES IMPACTED RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS?

RATE INCREASES HAVE LED TO HIGHER MONTHLY BILLS FOR RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS, ALTHOUGH CoMED OFTEN PROVIDES
PROGRAMS AND ASSISTANCE TO HELP MANAGE ENERGY COSTS AND IMPROVE ENERGY EFFICIENCY TO OFFSET SOME OF THESE
IMPACTS.

WHAT ROLE DOES THE ILLINOIS CoOMMERCE CoMMISSION PLAY IN COMED RATE INCREASE
HISTORY?

THe ILLinois CoMmerce Commission (ICC) REVIEWS AND APPROVES ANY PROPOSED RATE INCREASES BY COMED, ENSURING
THAT THEY ARE JUSTIFIED, REASONABLE, AND IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST BEFORE IMPLEMENTATION.

Have COMED RATE INCREASES BEEN CONSISTENT OR VARIABLE OVER THE YEARS?

CoMED RATE INCREASES HAVE BEEN VARIABLE, INFLUENCED BY FACTORS SUCH AS REGULATORY DECISIONS, INFRASTRUCTURE
NEEDS, AND MARKET CONDITIONS, RESULTING IN PERIODS OF BOTH STABLE RATES AND NOTABLE INCREASES.

\Y/HERE CAN CONSUMERS FIND DETAILED RECORDS OF COMED’S HISTORICAL RATE
INCREASES?

CONSUMERS CAN FIND DETAILED RECORDS OF COMED’S HISTORICAL RATE INCREASES THROUGH THE ILLINOIS COMMERCE
CommissioN weesITE, COMED’S OFFICIAL SITE, AND PUBLIC UTILITY REGULATORY FILINGS AND REPORTS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

CoMED RATE INCREASE HisTORY: AN IN-DEPTH REVIEW OF PRICING TRENDS AND IMPACTS

COMED RATE INCREASE HISTORY REVEALS A COMPLEX NARRATIVE SHAPED BY REGULATORY DECISIONS, INFRASTRUCTURE
INVESTMENTS, AND EVOLVING ENERGY MARKETS. AS ONE OF ILLINOIS® PRIMARY ELECTRIC UTILITIES, COMMONWEALTH Ebison
(COMED) HAS EXPERIENCED MULTIPLE RATE ADJUSTMENTS OVER THE PAST DECADES, REFLECTING BOTH THE CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE REGIONAL ENERGY LANDSCAPE. UNDERSTANDING THIS HISTORY IS CRITICAL FOR CONSUMERS,
INDUSTRY ANALYSTS, AND POLICYMAKERS WHO SEEK INSIGHT INTO HOW ELECTRICITY PRICING EVOLVES AND AFFECTS
STAKEHOLDERS.

HisToricAL CoNTEXT oF CoMED RATE INCREASES

CoMED’s RATE INCREASE HISTORY IS INTERTWINED WITH THE BROADER REGULATORY FRAMEWORK GOVERNING UTILITY PRICING IN
ILLINOIS. HISTORICALLY, RATE ADJUSTMENTS HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY THE ILLINOIS CoMMERCE Commission (ICC), WHICH
OVERSEES AND APPROVES CHANGES TO ENSURE RATES REMAIN JUST, REASONABLE, AND REFLECTIVE OF THE UTILITY’S COSTS.
OVER THE YEARS, COMED HAS FILED NUMEROUS RATE CASES, OFTEN CITING INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES, INFLATIONARY
PRESSURES, AND CHANGING ENERGY SUPPLY DYNAMICS AS JUSTIFICATIONS.

IN THE EARLY QOOOS/ ILLINOIS UNDERWENT SIGNIFICANT DEREGULATION EFFORTS INTENDED TO FOSTER COMPETITION AND
STABILIZE RATES. THIS ENVIRONMENT FOSTERED A SERIES OF RATE ADJUSTMENTS AS COMED TRANSITIONED FROM A VERTICALLY
INTEGRATED UTILITY TO A DISTRIBUTION-ONLY SERVICE PROVIDER. RATE CASES DURING THIS PERIOD WERE OFTEN CONTENTIOUS,
\WITH DEBATES CENTERING ON THE BALANCE BETWEEN CONSUMER PROTECTION AND UTILITY FINANCIAL HEALTH.



MAJOrR RATE INCREASE MILESTONES

SEVERAL KEY MOMENTS STAND OUT IN COMED’S RATE INCREASE HISTORY:

e 2007 RATE CASE: ONE OF THE NOTABLE RATE ADJUSTMENTS OCCURRED IN 2007, DRIVEN LARGELY BY INVESTMENTS IN
GRID MODERNIZATION AND EFFORTS TO IMPROVE RELIABILITY. THIS INCREASE WAS MET WITH MIXED REACTIONS, AS
CUSTOMERS FACED HIGHER BILLS BUT BENEFITED FROM FEWER OUTAGES.

e 2012 INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT: IN THE WAKE OF INCREASED DEMAND FOR RENEW ABLE ENERGY INTEGRATION AND
GRID RESILIENCE, COMED SOUGHT HIGHER RATES TO FUND SMART GRID TECHNOLOGIES, INCLUDING ADV ANCED METERING
INFRASTRUCTURE.

e 2017 RATE ADJUSTMENT: REFLECTING INFLATION AND OPERATIONAL COST INCREASES, THIS RATE CHANGE WAS
RELATIVELY MODERATE BUT HIGHLIGHTED ONGOING PRESSURES UTILITIES FACE AMID EVOLVING ENERGY LANDSCAPES.

e 2021 PROPOSED INCREASE: THIS RECENT REQUEST INCLUDED COMPONENTS AIMED AT ENHANCING CYBERSECURITY AND
PREPARING THE GRID FOR FUTURE ENERGY DEMANDS, SIGNALING A SHIFT TOWARD A MORE TECHNOLOGY-DRIVEN COST
STRUCTURE.

THESE MILESTONES ILLUSTRATE HOW TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS AND REGULATORY SCRUTINY HAVE SHAPED THE
UTILITY’S PRICING STRATEGIES OVER TIME.

FAcTors DriVING CoMED RATE INCREASES

MULTIPLE FACTORS CONTRIBUTE TO THE TRENDS OBSERVED IN COMED’S RATE INCREASE HISTORY. UNDERSTANDING THESE
DRIVERS HELPS CONTEXTUALIZE CHANGES AND FORECAST FUTURE ADJUSTMENTS.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND GRID MODERNIZATION

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTORS TO RATE INCREASES HAS BEEN THE NEED TO UPGRADE AGING INFRASTRUCTURE.
AS THE UTILITY GRID EVOLVES TO ACCOMMODATE SMART TECHNOLOGIES, ELECTRIC VEHICLES, AND RENEW ABLE ENERGY
SOURCES, CoMED HAS INVESTED HEAVILY IN MODERNIZATION. THESE INVESTMENTS, THOUGH ESSENTIAL FOR FUTURE-PROOFING
THE ENERGY SYSTEM, REQUIRE CAPITAL RECOVERY THROUGH RATE ADJUSTMENTS.

REGULATORY AND PoLICY ENVIRONMENT

THe ICC PLAYS A PIVOTAL ROLE IN APPROVING ANY RATE CHANGES. COMED’S PROPOSALS ARE SCRUTINIZED TO ENSURE
COMPLIANCE WITH STATE LAWS AND CONSUMER PROTECTION MANDATES. ADDITIONALLY, STATE ENERGY POLICIES PROMOTING
CLEAN ENERGY AND GRID RESILIENCE OFTEN REQUIRE UTILITIES TO MAKE COSTLY ADJUSTMENTS, WHICH ARE THEN REFLECTED IN
CUSTOMER RATES.

MARKeT DyYNAMICS AND FUEL CosTs

W/ HILE CoMED PRIMARILY MANAGES ELECTRICITY DISTRIBUTION, WHOLESALE ENERGY PRICES AND FUEL COSTS INDIRECTLY
INFLUENCE OVERALL CUSTOMER BILLS. FLUCTUATIONS IN NATURAL GAS PRICES, FOR EXAMPLE, CAN IMPACT THE GENERATION
COSTS PASSED THROUGH TO CONSUMERS VIA SUPPLY CONTRACTS, WHICH SOMETIMES OVERLAP WITH DISTRIBUTION RATE
CONSIDERATIONS.



CusTtoMer DeMAND AND USAGE PATTERNS

CHANGES IN CUSTOMER CONSUMPTION—\WHETHER DUE TO ECONOMIC FACTORS, ENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS, OR WEATHER
VARIATIONS—AFFECT REVENUE REQUIREMENTS AND RATE STRUCTURES. UTILITIES MUST BALANCE FIXED INFRASTRUCTURE
COSTS WITH VARIABLE CUSTOMER USAGE, COMPLICATING RATE DESIGN AND POTENTIALLY TRIGGERING ADJUSTMENTS.

ANALYZING THE IMPACT OF RATE INCREASES ON STAKEHOLDERS

THE RIPPLE EFFECTS OF COMED RATE INCREASE HISTORY EXTEND BEYOND UTILITY BALANCE SHEETS. V ARIOUS STAKEHOLDERS
EXPERIENCE THESE CHANGES DIFFERENTLY , INFLUENCING PUBLIC PERCEPTION AND REGULATORY DISCOURSE.

ResiDeNnTIAL CUSTOMERS

FOR RESIDENTIAL CONSUMERS, RATE INCREASES OFTEN TRANSLATE INTO HIGHER MONTHLY BILLS, IMPACTING HOUSEHOLD
BUDGETS. HO\)VE\/ER, INVESTMENTS IN GRID RELIABILITY AND ADVANCED METERING CAN LEAD TO LONGER-TERM BENEFITS LIKE
OUTAGE REDUCTION AND MORE ACCURATE BILLING. EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS AROUND ENERGY EFFICIENCY ALSO HELP CUSTOMERS
MITIGATE COST IMPACTS.

CoMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL USERS

BUSINESSES FACE DISTINCT CHALLENGES WITH RATE INCREASES. HIGHER ENERGY COSTS CAN AFFECT OPERATIONAL EXPENSES AND
COMPETITIVENESS, PARTICULARLY FOR ENERGY-INTENSIVE INDUSTRIES. IN RESPONSE, MANY COMMERCIAL USERS INVEST IN ON-
SITE GENERATION, DEMAND RESPONSE PROGRAMS, OR ENERGY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS TO CONTROL COSTS.

REGULATORS AND POLICYMAKERS

RATE INCREASE APPROVALS REQUIRE CAREFUL BALANCING BY REGULATORS, WHO MUST WEIGH UTILITY FINANCIAL VIABILITY
AGAINST CONSUMER AFFORDARBILITY. THESE DECISIONS OFTEN SPARK PUBLIC DEBATES AND INFLUENCE FUTURE REGULATORY
FRAMEWORKS AIMED AT PROTECTING CONSUMERS WHILE ENCOURAGING UTILITY INNOVATION.

CoMPARATIVE PerspecTIVES: CoMED VERSUS OTHER UTILITIES

PLACING COMED’S RATE INCREASE HISTORY IN A BROADER CONTEXT OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO REGIONAL AND NATIONAL UTILITY
TRENDS. COMPARED TO UTILITIES IN NEIGHBORING STATES, CoMED’S RATE INCREASES HAVE BEEN RELATIVELY ALIGNED WITH
INFLATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS, THOUGH SOME CRITICS ARGUE THAT ILLINOIS CUSTOMERS FACE HIGHER-THAN-AVERAGE
COSTS DUE TO REGULATORY COMPLEXITIES.

For EXAMPLE, UTILITIES IN THE MIDWEST OFTEN CONTEND WITH SIMILAR MODERNIZATION PRESSURES BUT DIFFER IN REGULATORY
APPROACHES, AFFECTING HOW RATE INCREASES ARE STRUCTURED AND IMPLEMENTED. SOME STATES HAVE ADOPTED
PERFORMANCE-BASED RATEMAKING, WHICH TIES RATE ADJUSTMENTS TO UTILITY PERFORMANCE METRICS, POTENTIALLY LIMITING
ARBITRARY INCREASES.

Pros AND CoNs oF CoMED’>s RATE ADJUSTMENT APPROACH



e Pros: CoMED’Ss TRANSPARENT RATE CASE PROCESS AND INVESTMENTS IN SMART GRID TECHNOLOGIES HAVE LED TO
IMPROVED SERVICE RELIABILITY AND CONSUMER CHOICE THROUGH ENHANCED DATA AVAILABILITY.

o CONS: FREQUENT RATE INCREASES CAN STRAIN HOUSEHOLD BUDGETS AND CREATE UNCERTAINTY, ESPECIALLY FOR LOW -
INCOME CUSTOMERS. CRITICS ALSO HIGHLIGHT THAT SOME INFRASTRUCTURE COSTS COULD BE MANAGED MORE
EFFICIENTLY.

LookING AHEAD: FUTURE TRENDS IN CoOMED RATE ADJUSTMENTS

THE TRAJECTORY OF COMED’S RATE INCREASE HISTORY SUGGESTS AN ONGOING EVOLUTION DRIVEN BY TECHNOLOGICAL
INNOVATION, REGULATORY PRIORITIES, AND MARKET FORCES. EMERGING TRENDS SUCH AS THE RISE OF DISTRIBUTED ENERGY
RESOURCES, ELECTRIC VEHICLE ADOPTION, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE INITIATIVES ARE POISED TO RESHAPE COST STRUCTURES
FURTHER.

UTILITIES LIKE COMED ARE EXPLORING NEW RATE DESIGNS, INCLUDING TIME-OF-USE PRICING AND DEMAND CHARGES, TO BETTER
ALIGN COSTS WITH CONSUMPTION PATTERNS. THESE CHANGES AIM TO PROVIDE CUSTOMERS WITH MORE CONTROL OVER THEIR
BILLS WHILE ENSURING UTILITIES CAN MAINTAIN AND UPGRADE CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.

MOREOVER, INCREASED FOCUS ON AFFORDABILITY PROGRAMS AND TARGETED ASSISTANCE SUGGESTS THAT FUTURE RATE
INCREASES WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY ENHANCED CONSUMER PROTECTIONS TO MITIGATE ADVERSE IMPACTS.

CoMED’S RATE INCREASE HISTORY IS A REFLECTION OF THE BROADER CHALLENGES UTILITIES FACE AS THEY NAVIGATE
REGULATORY LANDSCAPES, TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE, AND CUSTOMER EXPECTATIONS. \WHILE RATE ADJUSTMENTS ARE OFTEN
CONTENTIOUS, THEY PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN SUSTAINING A RELIABLE, MODERN, AND SUSTAINABLE ELECTRIC GRID FOR [LLINOIS
RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES ALIKE.

Comed Rate Increase History

comed rate increase history: Press Summary - Illinois Information Service Illinois Information
Service, 1994

comed rate increase history: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Reports United
States. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 2007

comed rate increase history: Federal Communications Commission Reports United
States. Federal Communications Commission, 1971

comed rate increase history: History of Bergen County, New Jersey, 1630-1923 Frances
A. Johnson Westervelt, 1923

comed rate increase history: An Historical And Chronological Deduction Of The Origin Of
Commerce, From the Earliest Accounts Adam Anderson, 1787

comed rate increase history: The Phi Beta Kappa Key Oscar McMurtrie Voorhees, 1919

comed rate increase history: Flat Broke in the Free Market: How Globalization Fleeced
Working People Jon Jeter, 2009-05-11 A powerful, accessible, and eye-opening analysis of the global
economy. Growing up in an African American working-class family in the Midwest, Jon Jeter watched
the jobs undergirding a community disappear. As a journalist for the Washington Post (twice a
Pulitzer Prize finalist), he reported on the freemarket reforms of the IMF and the World Bank, which
in a single generation created a transnational underclass.Led by the United States, nations around
the world stopped making things and starting buying them, imbibing a risky cocktail of



https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-153/comed-rate-increase-history.pdf

deindustrialization, privatization, and anti-inflationary monetary policy. Jeter gives the consequences
of abstract economic policies a human face, and shows how our chickens are coming home to roost
in the form of the subprime mortgage scandal, the food crisis, and the fraying of traditional social
bonds (marriage). From Rio de Janeiro to Shanghai to Soweto to Chicago’s South Side and
Washington, DC, Jeter shows us how the economic prescriptions of “the Washington Consensus”
have only deepened poverty—while countries like Chile and Venezuela have flouted the conventional
wisdom and prospered.

comed rate increase history: Hoover's Guide to the Top Chicago Companies , 1996 Chicago is
home to more Fortune 500 companies that any other metropolitan area except New York. This
in-depth guide offers profiles of 750 of these companies, reviewing sales figures, employment data,
stock and key financial information, and more.

comed rate increase history: Federal Register , 1995-12

comed rate increase history: Hoover's Handbook of American Companies 1996 Patrick J.
Spain, James R. Talbot, 1995 This easy-to-use handbook contains in-depth profiles of over 450 major
U.S. private and public companies, from aerospace to railroads, from biotech to microchips, from
accounting to retailing. It contains operations overviews, company strategies, histories, up to 10
years of key financial data, lists of products, executives' names, headquarters addresses, phone and
fax numbers.

comed rate increase history: International Directory of Company Histories Tina Grant
(éditeur), 2003
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