christ figure in literature

**The Christ Figure in Literature: Exploring Symbolism and Meaning**

christ figure in literature is a fascinating and enduring theme that has captivated readers and critics
alike for centuries. This literary device, where a character embodies qualities or experiences
reminiscent of Jesus Christ, serves as a powerful tool for authors to explore themes of sacrifice,
redemption, suffering, and salvation. Whether overt or subtle, the presence of a Christ figure adds
layers of depth and meaning, inviting readers to engage with the story on both a spiritual and

philosophical level.

Understanding the Christ Figure in Literature

The concept of a Christ figure in literature refers to a character who mirrors aspects of Christ’s life or
characteristics. This doesn’t necessarily mean the character is religious or divine; rather, they often
display qualities such as self-sacrifice, compassion, forgiveness, and a mission to save or redeem
others. The Christ figure might also experience betrayal, persecution, and ultimately death or

resurrection, echoing the biblical narrative.

Why Do Authors Use Christ Figures?

Authors use Christ figures for several reasons:

- **To symbolize hope and redemption:** The Christ figure often represents the possibility of salvation
or transformation, both for themselves and for others.
- **To explore moral and ethical questions:** By paralleling the life of Christ, writers can delve into

themes of good versus evil, suffering, and forgiveness.



- **To connect with readers on a universal level:** The story of Christ is one of the most widely
recognized narratives, making Christ figures accessible symbols that resonate emotionally and
spiritually.

- **To critique or reinterpret religious ideas:** Some authors use the Christ figure to challenge

traditional beliefs, offering new perspectives on faith and human nature.

Common Traits of a Christ Figure in Literature

While each portrayal is unique, certain characteristics frequently appear in literary Christ figures.

Recognizing these traits can deepen one’s appreciation of the text and its symbolic richness.

Self-Sacrifice and Suffering

One of the most defining features of a Christ figure is their willingness to endure suffering for the
greater good. This can manifest as physical pain, emotional turmoil, or social ostracism. The character

may sacrifice themselves to save others, embodying the ultimate act of love and altruism.

Redemption and Salvation

Christ figures often play a pivotal role in redeeming other characters or the world around them. They

might inspire change, forgiveness, or a new way of living, acting as catalysts for transformation.

Betrayal and Persecution

Just as Jesus was betrayed, many Christ figures face betrayal by friends, society, or authority figures.

This betrayal often leads to their suffering or downfall, highlighting themes of injustice and martyrdom.



Resurrection or Renewal

Some literary Christ figures experience a form of resurrection—literal or metaphorical—that symbolizes
hope and renewal. This rebirth can be physical, spiritual, or ideological, reinforcing the cyclical nature

of sacrifice and salvation.

Famous Examples of Christ Figures in Literature

Literature is rich with examples of Christ figures, spanning genres and time periods. These characters

serve as archetypes that continue to inspire and provoke thought.

Simon in William Golding’s *Lord of the Flies*

Simon is often cited as a classic Christ figure. His kindness, moral insight, and tragic death mirror
aspects of Jesus’ life. Simon’s death is a powerful moment of innocence lost and the failure of

humanity to recognize goodness in the face of savagery.

Aslan in C.S. Lewis’s *The Chronicles of Narnia*

Aslan, the lion, is a direct allegory of Christ. His sacrifice on the Stone Table and subsequent
resurrection are central to the narrative’s themes of redemption and hope. Lewis intentionally crafted

Aslan as a Christ figure to convey Christian theology in a way accessible to children.

Atticus Finch in Harper Lee’s *To Kill a Mockingbird*



While not a direct parallel, Atticus embodies Christ-like qualities through his unwavering integrity,
compassion, and defense of justice in a prejudiced society. His moral courage and willingness to stand

for what is right make him a modern Christ figure.

Harry Potter in J.K. Rowling’s Series

Harry Potter’s journey includes numerous Christ-like elements: he is “marked” by evil, foretold as a
savior, willing to sacrifice himself, and ultimately “resurrected.” Rowling weaves these themes subtly,

blending them into a broader fantasy narrative.

How to ldentify a Christ Figure in Literature

Spotting a Christ figure requires attention to symbolism, narrative arc, and character traits. Here are

some tips for recognizing this literary device:

Look for sacrificial acts: Does the character willingly suffer or give themselves up for others?

Examine the character’s moral qualities: Are they forgiving, compassionate, or selfless?

Consider their fate: Is there a death or rebirth motif?

Notice betrayal or persecution: Does the character face rejection or injustice?

Reflect on symbolic connections: Are there references to light, resurrection, or salvation?

Understanding these elements can enrich your reading experience and open up new interpretations of



familiar stories.

The Impact of Christ Figures on Literary Interpretation

The inclusion of a Christ figure often invites readers to explore deeper themes beyond the surface
narrative. It encourages reflection on human nature, spirituality, and the moral dilemmas that define

existence. When readers recognize a Christ figure, it can:

- **Enhance emotional engagement:** The parallels to Christ’s story evoke empathy and a sense of
gravitas.

- **Invite philosophical inquiry:** Questions about sacrifice, redemption, and evil become more
pronounced.

- **Provide cultural context:** Since the story of Christ is deeply embedded in Western culture, these
figures connect literature to broader societal values and beliefs.

- **Encourage intertextual reading:** Readers might draw connections across different works, enriching

their understanding of literary traditions.

Challenges and Criticisms of Using Christ Figures

While powerful, the use of Christ figures is not without criticism. Some argue that:

- **It can be overly didactic:** If handled clumsily, the symbolism may feel preachy or heavy-handed.

- **It risks alienating non-Christian readers:** The religious connotations might not resonate universally.
- **It may oversimplify complex characters:** Reducing a character to a single symbolic role can limit
depth.

- **It can perpetuate clichés:** Overuse of the Christ figure trope might lead to predictable storytelling.

Despite these challenges, many authors successfully use Christ figures in nuanced ways that



transcend religious boundaries and speak to universal human experiences.

Modern Interpretations and Adaptations

In contemporary literature, the Christ figure continues to evolve. Writers often reinterpret the archetype
to reflect modern sensibilities, diverse cultures, and new philosophical questions. Some modern

adaptations:

- **Explore secular or humanist perspectives:** Presenting Christ-like qualities without religious
framing.

- **Incorporate diverse cultural symbols:** Merging Christ figure traits with other spiritual or
mythological traditions.

- **Address contemporary issues:** Using the Christ figure to comment on social justice, environmental

concerns, or existential crises.

These fresh takes keep the Christ figure relevant and dynamic, encouraging ongoing dialogue about

faith, morality, and the human condition.

The Christ figure in literature remains a compelling and versatile symbol. Whether subtle or overt, its
presence invites readers to ponder profound questions and connect with stories on a deeper level.
Recognizing and understanding this literary device can unlock new layers of meaning and appreciation

for the rich tapestry of storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Christ figure in literature?

A Christ figure in literature is a character who resembles Jesus Christ in their actions, qualities, or

experiences. This figure often embodies themes of sacrifice, redemption, resurrection, or moral purity.



What are common characteristics of a Christ figure?

Common characteristics include self-sacrifice for others, suffering, resurrection or rebirth, moral

integrity, forgiveness, and often a mission to save or redeem others.

Why do authors use Christ figures in their works?

Authors use Christ figures to convey themes of redemption, sacrifice, and salvation. These figures can

also add a spiritual or moral dimension to the narrative, making the story more profound and relatable.

Can a Christ figure be found in secular literature?

Yes, Christ figures appear in secular literature as symbolic or allegorical representations of Jesus

Christ's qualities, even when the story is not religious in nature.

What is an example of a Christ figure in classic literature?

An example is Aslan in C.S. Lewis's "The Chronicles of Narnia," who sacrifices himself and rises

again, symbolizing Jesus Christ.

How does the Christ figure relate to the theme of sacrifice?

The Christ figure often embodies the theme of sacrifice by willingly enduring suffering or death for the

benefit or salvation of others, mirroring the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

Are Christ figures always male characters?

No, while traditionally Christ figures are male due to the representation of Jesus Christ, female

characters can also serve as Christ figures by embodying similar qualities of sacrifice and redemption.

How can a Christ figure influence the reader's interpretation of a



story?

A Christ figure can deepen the reader's understanding of the story's moral or spiritual messages,

highlighting themes of hope, forgiveness, and transformation.

What is the difference between a Christ figure and a messiah figure in
literature?

A Christ figure specifically references qualities and symbolism related to Jesus Christ, while a messiah
figure is a broader term for a savior or liberator in various cultural or religious contexts and may not

directly parallel Christ.

Additional Resources

Christ Figure in Literature: An Analytical Exploration of Symbolism and Narrative Impact

christ figure in literature serves as a profound and enduring archetype that has permeated countless
literary works across cultures and eras. This symbolic representation draws on the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, embedding themes of sacrifice, redemption, morality, and spiritual
transcendence within narrative structures. As a recurring motif, the Christ figure enriches storytelling by
infusing characters with layered meanings that resonate with readers on theological, philosophical, and

psychological levels.

Understanding the role and significance of the Christ figure in literature requires a nuanced
examination of its manifestations, functions, and cultural implications. This article delves into the
complexity of the Christ figure, tracing its origins, exploring its diverse portrayals, and analyzing its
impact on literary themes and character development. By investigating notable examples and the
narrative techniques employed, we gain insight into why this archetype remains a powerful tool for

authors seeking to address universal questions of human existence.



Origins and Evolution of the Christ Figure in Literature

The Christ figure in literature is not merely a direct representation of Jesus Christ but rather an
archetype inspired by Christian theology and mythology. Its roots extend back to early Christian texts
and medieval allegories where Christ's persona symbolized divine intervention, salvation, and moral
guidance. Over time, this archetype evolved, adapting to different literary styles and cultural

landscapes while retaining core attributes such as self-sacrifice, compassion, and resurrection themes.

During the Renaissance and Enlightenment periods, the Christ figure often embodied ideals of
humanism and moral virtue, reflecting societal values and spiritual aspirations. In modern and
postmodern literature, the archetype frequently undergoes reinterpretation or subversion, challenging
traditional religious narratives and prompting readers to reconsider concepts of faith, suffering, and

redemption.

Key Characteristics of the Christ Figure

The Christ figure typically exhibits several defining traits that align with the biblical narrative of Jesus

Christ. These characteristics include:
o Self-sacrifice: Often, the character willingly endures suffering or death for the benefit of others,
symbolizing redemption and salvation.

* Resurrection or rebirth: A literal or metaphorical return from death or despair, signifying hope

and renewal.

e Compassion and forgiveness: Demonstrating empathy and mercy towards others, even

adversaries.



e Spiritual leadership: Guiding others towards moral or spiritual enlightenment.

» Persecution or rejection: Facing opposition or betrayal, often by those closest to the figure.

These features allow authors to craft multifaceted characters whose journeys evoke the profound

themes associated with Christ’s story.

Manifestations of the Christ Figure in Literary Works

The Christ figure in literature spans genres and historical contexts, appearing in both explicit religious
texts and secular narratives. Its versatility lies in its ability to adapt to diverse thematic concerns while

maintaining symbolic depth.

Classic Literature

In classic literature, the Christ figure often appears in epic and allegorical forms. John Milton’s
"Paradise Lost" presents Christ as a divine redeemer role, while Dante Alighieri’s "Divine Comedy"
embeds Christ’s salvific power within the poetic journey through Hell, Purgatory, and Heaven. These

works emphasize theological principles and the cosmic battle between good and evil.

Modern and Contemporary Literature

Modern literature frequently employs the Christ figure to explore existential questions and societal
critiques. For instance, in William Golding’s "Lord of the Flies," Simon functions as a Christ-like figure
whose innocence and sacrificial death expose the darkness within human nature. Similarly, in Graham

Greene’s "The Power and the Glory," the “whisky priest” embodies flawed sanctity, highlighting the



complexities of faith under persecution.

Contemporary authors sometimes subvert the Christ figure to challenge traditional religious dogmas or
to highlight moral ambiguity. Toni Morrison’s "Beloved" incorporates Christ-like themes within the
context of slavery and trauma, while Kazuo Ishiguro’s "Never Let Me Go" echoes sacrificial motifs in a

dystopian setting.

Comparisons Across Cultures

While the Christ figure originates in Christian iconography, analogous archetypes appear in other
cultural literatures, reflecting universal themes of sacrifice and redemption. For example, in Hindu
epics, figures like Krishna and Rama exhibit selfless devotion and moral guidance akin to Christ
figures. Recognizing these parallels broadens our understanding of how the Christ figure in literature

operates as a cross-cultural symbol of hope and transformation.

Function and Impact of the Christ Figure in Narrative

The inclusion of a Christ figure in literature serves multiple narrative and thematic purposes, often

enriching the story’s emotional and philosophical resonance.

Symbolism and Thematic Depth

By invoking the Christ figure, authors can embed complex symbolism related to salvation, suffering,
and moral struggle without overt religious exposition. This symbolic layer allows readers to engage

with the text on multiple interpretive planes, enhancing literary richness.



Character Development and Reader Engagement

Characters modeled after the Christ figure often undergo profound transformations, embodying themes
of sacrifice and redemption that elicit empathy and reflection from readers. Their journeys frequently
mirror universal human experiences of loss, hope, and renewal, fostering a deeper emotional

connection.

Critiques and Challenges

While the Christ figure provides powerful narrative opportunities, its use is not without challenges.
Some critics argue that reliance on this archetype can lead to predictability or cliché if employed
without innovation. Additionally, the overt religious connotations may alienate readers from different

faith backgrounds or secular perspectives if not handled sensitively.

Examples of Iconic Christ Figures in Literature

To illustrate the diversity and significance of the Christ figure in literature, consider these notable

examples:
1. Simon in "Lord of the Flies" by William Golding: Simon’s innate goodness and sacrificial death
highlight the loss of innocence and the presence of innate morality amid chaos.

2. Aslan in "The Chronicles of Narnia" by C.S. Lewis: Aslan’s death and resurrection are direct

allegories of Christ’s sacrifice, symbolizing hope and salvation for Narnia’s inhabitants.

3. Jean Valjean in "Les Misérables" by Victor Hugo: Valjean’s journey from convict to selfless

benefactor reflects themes of redemption and mercy central to Christ figures.



4. Harry Potter in J.K. Rowling’s series: Harry’s self-sacrifice and ultimate victory over evil resonate

with messianic traits, positioning him as a modern Christ figure.

Each of these characters demonstrates how the Christ figure can be tailored to fit an array of narrative

contexts while preserving its core symbolic power.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of the Christ Figure in

Literature

The Christ figure in literature remains a compelling archetype that transcends religious boundaries to
address fundamental human experiences. Its themes of sacrifice, redemption, and moral clarity
continue to inspire writers and captivate readers. By weaving this figure into their narratives, authors
tap into a rich vein of symbolism that enhances thematic complexity and emotional depth. As literature
evolves, the Christ figure adapts, reflecting contemporary concerns while maintaining its timeless

resonance as a symbol of hope and transformation.

Christ Figure In Literature

christ figure in literature: The Christ-Figure in Modern Literature Rebecca K. Ford, 1975

christ figure in literature: A Dictionary of Biblical Tradition in English Literature David
Lyle Jeffrey, 1992 Over 15 years in the making, an unprecedented one-volume reference work. Many
of today's students and teachers of literature, lacking a familiarity with the Bible, are largely
ignorant of how Biblical tradition has influenced and infused English literature through the
centuries. An invaluable research tool. Contains nearly 800 encyclopedic articles written by a
distinguished international roster of 190 contributors. Three detailed annotated bibliographies.
Cross-references throughout.

christ figure in literature: The Image of Christ in Russian Literature John Givens, 2018-05-29
Vladimir Nabokov complained about the number of Dostoevsky's characters sinning their way to
Jesus. In truth, Christ is an elusive figure not only in Dostoevsky's novels, but in Russian literature as
a whole. The rise of the historical critical method of biblical criticism in the nineteenth century and
the growth of secularism it stimulated made an earnest affirmation of Jesus in literature highly
problematic. If they affirmed Jesus too directly, writers paradoxically risked diminishing him, either


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-153/christ-figure-in-literature.pdf

by deploying faith explanations that no longer persuade in an age of skepticism or by reducing
Christ to a mere argument in an ideological dispute. The writers at the heart of this study
understood that to reimage Christ for their age, they had to make him known through indirect, even
negative ways, lest what they say about him be mistaken for cliché, doctrine, or naive apologetics.
The Christology of Dostoevsky, Leo Tolstoy, Mikhail Bulgakov, and Boris Pasternak is thus apophatic
because they deploy negative formulations (saying what God is not) in their writings about Jesus.
Professions of atheism in Dostoevsky and Tolstoy's non-divine Jesus are but separate negative paths
toward truer discernment of Christ. This first study in English of the image of Christ in Russian
literature highlights the importance of apophaticism as a theological practice and a literary method
in understanding the Russian Christ. It also emphasizes the importance of skepticism in Russian
literary attitudes toward Jesus on the part of writers whose private crucibles of doubt produced
some of the most provocative and enduring images of Christ in world literature. This important study
will appeal to scholars and students of Orthodox Christianity and Russian literature, as well as
educated general readers interested in religion and nineteenth-century Russian novels.

christ figure in literature: The Christ Figure in the Novels of Pérez Galddés Rodolfo
Cardona, 1967

christ figure in literature: The Latino Christ in Art, Literature, and Liberation Theology
Michael R. Candelaria, 2018-04-15 Salvador Dalg: nuclear mystical Christ -- Fray Angelico Chavez:
the Virgin of Port Lligat -- José Clemente Orozco: Christ Prometheus -- Miguel de Unamuno: the
Quixotic Christ -- Jorge Luis Borges: the fictional Christ -- Richard Rojas: the invisible Christ --
Liberation theology: Christ the liberator -- The Mestizo Christ -- Coda.

christ figure in literature: The Identity of Jesus Christ Hans W. Frei, 1997-09 In this seminal
work, Frei considers the concepts of Jesus' identity and presence, maintaining that the logic of
Christian faith requires that we begin with identity, not presence. Drawing on Ryles' philosophy, Frei
argues that a person isO primarily what they say or do. Hence, theologians should not look for Jesus'
essence by looking past the stories but must look to the stories themselves.

christ figure in literature: The Identity of Jesus Christ, Expanded and Updated Edition
Hans W. Frei, 2013-11-19 This is a book about Jesus of Nazareth. It is not a book about story, nor
about narrative theology. Hans Frei was not a theologian of story or of narrative in any general way,
and this book is neither about the narrative quality of our existence and the gospel's relation to that
quality, nor about the narrative shape of the Scriptures as a whole and the call on us to place
ourselves within that narrative. Rather, this is a book about the way in which Jesus of Nazareth's
identity is rendered by the Gospels--largely the Synoptic Gospels, particularly the Gospel of Luke,
and especially in the passion and resurrection sequences--by means of a certain kind of narrative.
--from the Foreword by Mike Higton

christ figure in literature: Summary and Analysis of How to Read Literature Like a
Professor Worth Books, 2016-12-13 So much to read, so little time? This brief overview of How to
Read Literature Like a Professor tells you what you need to know—before or after you read Thomas
C. Foster's book. Crafted and edited with care, Worth Books set the standard for quality and give
you the tools you need to be a well-informed reader. This summary of How to Read Literature Like a
Professor by Thomas C. Foster includes: Historical context Chapter-by-chapter overviews Important
quotes Fascinating trivia A glossary of terms Supporting material to enhance your understanding of
the original work About How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster: Thomas C.
Foster's How to Read Literature Like a Professor is a series of short essays that show readers how to
read between the lines and make great books come alive. Based on Professor Foster's years as a
teacher of literature, Foster explains how authors use the English language to accomplish their
goals and how we can recognize literary ideas in a wide range of works. The tools he offers can be
applied to any book—from the classics to the latest blockbusters. The summary and analysis in this
ebook are intended to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a great work of
nonfiction.

christ figure in literature: The 100 Greatest Literary Characters James Plath, Gail Sinclair,



Kirk Curnutt, 2019-07-15 From Captain Ahab to Yuri Zhivago, discover the most remarkable
characters in fiction. Huckleberry Finn, Anna Karenina, Harry Potter, Hester Prynne . . . these are
just a handful of remarkable characters found in literature, but of course the list is virtually endless!
But why ponder which of these creations are the greatest? More than just a topic to debate with
friends, the greatest characters from fiction help readers comprehend history, culture, politics, and
even their own place in today’s world. Despite our reliance on television, film, and technology, it is
literature’s great characters that create and reinforce popular culture, informing us again and again
about society and ourselves. In The 100 Greatest Literary Characters, James Plath, Gail Sinclair, and
Kirk Curnutt identify the most significant figures in fiction published over the past several centuries.
The characters profiled here represent a wide array of storytelling, and the authors explore the
significance of the figures at the time they were created as well as their relevance today. Included in
this volume are characters from literature produced around the world, such as Aladdin, James Bond,
Holden Caulfield, Jay Gatsby, Hercule Poirot, Don Quixote, Lisbeth Salander, Ebenezer Scrooge,
Jean Valjean, and John Yossarian. Readerswill find their beloved literary figures, learn about
forgotten gems, or discover deserving choices pulled from history’s dustbin. Providing insights into
how literature shapes and molds culture via these fabricated figures, The 100 Greatest Literary
Characters will appeal to literature lovers around the globe.

christ figure in literature: Fictional Transfigurations of Jesus Theodore Ziolkowski,
2002-04-12 Many novels revolve round the figure of Jesus. Some of the finest of them are defined by
Ziolkowski as fictional transfigurations of Jesus. They share a modern hero patterned on Jesus the
culture-hero, whose life consisted of the motifs of the last supper, lonely agony, betrayal, trial, and
crucifixion. The aesthetic challenge of adapting this most familiar story for their generation has
attracted an unusual number of great writers, among them Papini, Kazantzakis, Hesse, Mann,
Greene, Faulkner, and Gore Vidal. The form began with the new image of a humanized Jesus which
developed in the 19th century. The interest in religious paranoia and hysteria at the turn of the
century instantly expanded its potentialities as novelists began to explore the theme of christomania.
This was followed by studies of Jesus as a mythic figure and then Marxist-oriented portraits of
Comrade Jesus. Finally the form became inverted into parody in the Fifth Gospels in which not Jesus,
but Judas, is the central figure.

christ figure in literature: The Spirit and the Screen Steven Félix-Jager, Chris E. W. Green,
2023-05-15 The Spirit and the Screen engages contemporary films from the perspective of
pneumatology to give theologies of culture fruitful new perspectives that begin with the Spirit rather
than other common theological contact points (Christology, anthropology, theological ethics,
creation, eschatology, etc.). This book explores pertinent pneumatological issues that arise in film,
as well as literary devices that draw allusions to the Spirit. It offers three main contributions: first, it
explores how Christian understandings of the person and work of the Spirit illuminate the nature of
film and film-making; second, it shows that there are in fact “Spirit figures” in film (as distinct from
but inseparable from Christ-figures), even if sometimes they’re not intended as such, “Spirit-led”
characters, are moved to act “prophetically,” against their inclinations and in excess of their skill or
knowledge and with eccentric, life-giving creativity; third, it identifies subtle and explicit
symbolizations of the Spirit in pop culture, symbolizations that requires deep, careful thinking about
the Christian doctrine of the Spirit and generate new horizons for cultural analysis. The contributors
of this book explore these issues, asking how Christian convictions and experiences of the Spirit
might shape the way one thinks about films and film-making.

christ figure in literature: Biblical Images in Literature Roland Bartel, 1975

christ figure in literature: The Promise of the Christ-age in Recent Literature William Eugene
Mosher, 1912

christ figure in literature: Jesus in the Victorian Novel Jessica Ann Hughes, 2022-01-27 This
book tells the story of how nineteenth-century writers turned to the realist novel in order to
reimagine Jesus during a century where traditional religious faith appeared increasingly untenable.
Re-workings of the canonical Gospels and other projects to demythologize the story of Jesus are




frequently treated as projects aiming to secularize and even discredit traditional Christian faith. The
novels of Charles Kingsley, George Eliot, Eliza Lynn Linton, and Mary Augusta Ward, however,
demonstrate that the work of bringing the Christian tradition of prophet, priest, and king into
conversation with a rapidly changing world can at times be a form of authentic faith-even a faith that
remains rooted in the Bible and historic Christianity, while simultaneously creating a space that
allows traditional understandings of Jesus' identity to evolve.

christ figure in literature: A Companion to Old and Middle English Literature Laura Lambdin,
Robert Thomas Lambdin, 2002-06-30 Old and Middle English literature can be obscure and
challenging. So, too, can the vast body of criticism it has elicited. Yet the masters of medieval
literature often drew on similar texts, since imitation was admired. For this reason, recent
scholarship has often focused on the importance of genre. The genre in which a work was written
can illuminate the author's intentions and the text's meaning. Read in light of a genre's parameters,
a given work can be considered in relation to other works within the same category. This reference
is a comprehensive overview of Old and Middle English literature. Chapters focus on particular
genres, such as Allegorical Verse, Balladry, Beast Fable, Chronicle, Debate Poetry, Epic and Heroic,
Lyric, Middle English Parody/Burlesque, Religious and Allegorical Verse, and Romance. Expert
contributors define the primary characteristics of each genre and discuss relevant literary works.
Chapters provide extensive reviews of scholarship and close with detailed bibliographies. A more
thorough bibliography of major scholarly studies closes the book.

christ figure in literature: Jesus in the Theology of Rowan Williams Brett Gray, 2016-11-17
Brett Gray traces the portrayal of Christ that emerges throughout Williams' diverse writings,
including in his engagements with literature and philosophy. What emerges is a vision of Jesus that
grows from the roots of the Christian tradition, but is pronounced in a contemporary idiom and
sensitive to modern concerns. Although attentive to the broad sweep of the Christian tradition,
Williams' Christology is also seen in this book to be a particular British artefact, shaped in dialogue
with thinkers such as Donald MacKinnon and Gillian Rose. What is ultimately brought to the surface
in this work is the profoundly hopeful, if frequently under-pronounced, eschatology underlying
Williams' Christology. Jesus is the “last word”, changing creation's possibilities and summoning it
into an endless and vivifying journey.

christ figure in literature: Invisible Criticism Alan Nadel, 1988 Paper reissue of the 1972
edition. Crane argues that the social institution responsible for the growth of scientific knowledge is
the small group of highly productive scientists who, sharing the same field of study, set priorities for
research, recruit and train students, communicate with one another, and thus monitor the rapidly
changing structure of knowledge in their field. First published (hardcover) in 1988. Nadel exposes
some of the ways Ellison situates Invisible man in regard to the American literary tradition,
comments on that tradition, and, in doing so, alters it. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR

christ figure in literature: Law and Literature Richard A. Posner, 2009-04-30 Law and
Literature is the only book-length treatment of a widely popular subject that is drawing considerable
academic attention. Leading legal scholar Richard Posner believes that courses and scholarship in
law and literature provide an attractive alternative to courses and scholarship in jurisprudence
(philosophy of law), especially since the study of literature can assist lawyers and judges by
sharpening their rhetorical skills. The revised edition features considerable new material, including
a consideration of plagiarism as well as discussions of novels that grapple with issues very pertinent
today, such as illegal immigration, global warming, bioterrorism, surveillance, artificial
reproduction, and virtual reality. Posner also discusses the role of the law in popular literature,
movies, and television.

christ figure in literature: Companion to Literary Myths, Heroes and Archetypes Pierre
Brunel, 2015-07-30 First published in French in 1988, and in English in 1992, this companion
explores the nature of the literary myth in a collection of over 100 essays, from Abraham to
Zoroaster. Its coverage is international and draws on legends from prehistory to the modern age



throughout literature, whether fiction, poetry or drama. Essays on classical figures, as well as later
myths, explore the origin, development and various incarnations of their subjects. Alongside entries
on western archetypes, are analyses of non-European myths from across the world, including Africa,
China, Japan, Latin America and India. This book will be indispensable for students and teachers of
literature, history and cultural studies, as well as anyone interested in the fascinating world of
mythology. A detailed bibliography and index are included. ‘The Companion provides a fine
interpretive road map to Western culture’s use of archetypal stories.” Wilson Library Review ‘It
certainly is a comprehensive volume... extremely useful.” Times Higher Education Supplement
christ figure in literature: Current Literature , 1912
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