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Arranging a Marriage in India by Serena Nanda: Insights into Tradition and Change

arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda is a fascinating topic that combines cultural anthropology,
social customs, and the evolving dynamics of one of the world's oldest traditions. Serena Nanda, a renowned
anthropologist, has extensively studied Indian society, shedding light on the intricate processes, values, and
social frameworks that shape arranged marriages in India. This article delves into her perspectives and the
broader context of arranged marriages, offering a comprehensive understanding of how these unions are
thoughtfully orchestrated amidst modern influences.

Understanding the Concept of Arranged Marriage in India

Arranged marriages have been an integral part of Indian society for centuries. Unlike the Western notion of
romantic love leading to marriage, Indian arranged marriages often emphasize family involvement, social
compatibility, and cultural continuity. Serena Nanda’s work highlights that these marriages are not merely
transactional but are embedded in a complex web of social relations and expectations.

The Role of Family and Community

One of the key aspects Nanda points out is the central role families play in arranging marriages. Parents and
elders act as matchmakers, evaluating potential alliances based on caste, religion, socioeconomic status,
education, and even astrological compatibility. This collective decision-making process aims to ensure long-
term harmony and social stability.

Serena Nanda emphasizes that while the individual’s preferences are considered, they often come after the family’s
assessment. This dynamic reflects India’s collectivist culture, where marriage is seen as a union between families
rather than just two individuals.

Social Stratification and Marriage Alliances

In her research, Nanda elaborates on how arranged marriages serve as mechanisms for maintaining social
hierarchy. The caste system, though officially discouraged in modern India, still influences many matchmaking
decisions. Marriages are often arranged within the same caste or sub-caste to preserve social identity and
honor.

However, Nanda notes a gradual shift with increasing urbanization and education, where inter-caste or cross-
community marriages are slowly gaining acceptance, especially among younger generations. Still, arranged
marriages remain a preferred practice for many due to their social and cultural significance.

Serena Nanda’s Anthropological Insights on Matchmaking Practices

Serena Nanda’s anthropological lens offers a nuanced understanding of how arranged marriages are
orchestrated beyond just tradition. She explores matchmaking as a culturally embedded practice that adapts
over time while preserving core values.



Astrology and Compatibility

One fascinating element Nanda discusses is the role of astrology, or “kundali matching,” in arranged marriages.
Many Indian families consult astrologers to compare the horoscopes of the prospective bride and groom. This
practice is believed to predict marital harmony, compatibility, and future prosperity.

Nanda explains that while astrology might seem superstitious from a Western perspective, it deeply resonates
with Indian cultural beliefs and provides families with a sense of control and reassurance in the matchmaking
process.

The Evolution of Arranged Marriages in Contemporary India

In her studies, Nanda acknowledges how globalization, technology, and changing social norms have
transformed arranged marriages. The rise of matrimonial websites, dating apps, and social media platforms has
modernized the way matches are found, blending traditional values with contemporary preferences.

Despite these changes, the fundamental principle of family involvement remains intact. Many young Indians now
actively participate in the selection process, often meeting prospective partners before committing, which
reflects a hybrid model often termed “arranged love marriage.”

Key Elements of Arranging a Marriage in India by Serena Nanda

To truly appreciate the depth of Indian arranged marriages, it’s helpful to break down the essential components
that Serena Nanda outlines in her work:

Family Consultation: Parents and relatives discuss potential matches, considering social, economic, and
cultural factors.

Background Checks: Detailed inquiries about the candidate’s family reputation, education, profession, and
lifestyle.

Horoscope Matching: Astrological analysis to ensure compatibility and auspiciousness.

Meetings and Negotiations: Formal introductions where families and the couple interact to gauge
comfort and agreement.

Wedding Arrangements: Rituals and ceremonies planned according to regional and religious customs.

These steps, as Nanda describes, are not rigid but vary widely across India’s diverse cultures, religions, and
regions, reflecting the country’s pluralistic nature.

Gender Roles and Expectations

An important dimension Serena Nanda addresses is the influence of gender roles within arranged marriages.
Traditionally, Indian society has favored patriarchal norms, where the bride often assumes domestic
responsibilities, and the groom is seen as the family’s provider.

Nanda’s research indicates that although these roles are evolving, expectations around gender remain a crucial
factor in matchmaking decisions. Families often seek to ensure that the couple’s roles complement each other,



supporting societal stability.

Challenges and Critiques of Arranged Marriages

While arranged marriages have their strengths, Serena Nanda also discusses the challenges and critiques
surrounding the practice. Some common concerns include:

Individual Autonomy: Critics argue that arranged marriages can limit personal choice and lead to
unhappy unions if the individuals’ desires are overlooked.

Pressure and Social Expectations: Families may exert pressure on young people to comply with
traditional arrangements, sometimes at the expense of personal happiness.

Dowry and Financial Issues: Though illegal, dowry practices still influence certain arranged marriages,
causing financial strain and social problems.

Forced Marriages: In extreme cases, arranged marriages can slip into forced marriages, which raise serious
ethical and legal concerns.

Serena Nanda’s anthropological approach encourages understanding these issues within the cultural context
while advocating for reforms that respect individual rights and dignity.

Balancing Tradition and Modernity

One of the most intriguing aspects of Nanda’s work is how she highlights the delicate balance between
preserving tradition and embracing modernity. Young Indians today often negotiate this balance by engaging
with their families while asserting their preferences, transforming arranged marriage into a more collaborative,
consensual process.

This evolving practice reflects broader societal changes in India, where education, urbanization, and exposure
to global cultures influence personal choices and social norms.

The Cultural Significance of Arranged Marriages in Indian Society

Beyond the mechanics of matchmaking, Serena Nanda’s insights illuminate the profound cultural symbolism
embedded in arranged marriages. These unions are more than personal contracts; they are social events that
reinforce community bonds, family honor, and cultural heritage.

Marriage ceremonies themselves are elaborate affairs steeped in rituals that vary from region to region but
universally emphasize unity, prosperity, and continuity. Through arranged marriages, families sustain their
lineage, social networks, and cultural identities, making the practice a living tradition that adapts to
changing times.

---

In exploring the theme of arranging a marriage in India by Serena Nanda, one gains a deeper appreciation for the
rich tapestry of customs, values, and social structures that shape this age-old institution. Her
anthropological perspective reveals arranged marriage as a dynamic cultural process—rooted in tradition
yet responsive to modern influences—offering valuable insights into one of India’s most enduring social
practices.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Serena Nanda and what is her contribution to the study of arranged
marriages in India?

Serena Nanda is an anthropologist known for her research on Indian culture and arranged marriages. She has
provided insightful analysis into the social and cultural dynamics involved in arranging marriages in India.

What are the key cultural factors influencing arranged marriages in India
according to Serena Nanda?

According to Serena Nanda, key cultural factors include family honor, caste considerations, social status,
and the role of elders in decision-making, all of which play a significant role in arranged marriages in India.

How does Serena Nanda describe the role of families in arranged marriages in
India?

Serena Nanda describes families as central to the process of arranged marriages, often acting as matchmakers,
negotiating alliances, and ensuring compatibility based on social, economic, and cultural parameters.

What challenges in arranged marriages in India are highlighted by Serena
Nanda?

Serena Nanda highlights challenges such as generational conflicts, differences in expectations between the bride
and groom, and the balancing of individual desires with family obligations in arranged marriages.

How does Serena Nanda differentiate between arranged and love marriages in
the Indian context?

Serena Nanda notes that arranged marriages are typically organized by families with an emphasis on social
compatibility, while love marriages are initiated by individuals based on personal choice, though the lines can
sometimes blur.

What is Serena Nanda's perspective on the evolution of arranged marriages
in modern India?

Serena Nanda observes that arranged marriages in India are evolving to include more input from the bride and
groom, with increasing acceptance of love and compatibility alongside traditional considerations.

How important is caste in arranged marriages in India according to Serena
Nanda?

Serena Nanda emphasizes that caste remains a significant factor in arranged marriages, as families often seek
matches within the same caste to maintain social and cultural continuity.

What role do marriage brokers or matchmakers play in arranged marriages
as discussed by Serena Nanda?

Serena Nanda explains that marriage brokers or matchmakers serve as intermediaries who help families find
suitable matches by considering factors such as caste, economic status, and family reputation.



How does Serena Nanda address the impact of globalization on arranged
marriages in India?

Serena Nanda notes that globalization has introduced new ideas and technologies, such as online matrimonial
sites, which have transformed traditional arranged marriage practices by broadening the pool of potential
matches and increasing individual choice.

Additional Resources
**Arranging a Marriage in India by Serena Nanda: An Analytical Review**

arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda is a seminal work that offers a profound insight into one of the
most culturally significant and socially complex institutions in Indian society: arranged marriage. Serena
Nanda, a renowned anthropologist, approaches the subject with an investigative lens, dissecting the intricate
interplay of tradition, family dynamics, and societal expectations that govern matrimonial alliances in India.
This article critically examines Nanda’s perspectives, highlighting the core themes and contextual relevance of
her analysis in understanding arranged marriages today.

Understanding the Context of Arranged Marriages in India

Serena Nanda’s exploration into arranged marriages is rooted in the anthropological tradition, where she
treats the practice not merely as a cultural norm but as a dynamic social process. India’s arranged marriage
system is often viewed through a simplistic binary—arranged versus love marriages—but Nanda unpacks this
dichotomy, revealing the nuanced negotiations that families and individuals undertake. Her work emphasizes that
arranged marriages are deeply embedded in India’s social fabric, entwined with caste, religion, economic status,
and kinship networks.

By focusing on arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda, readers gain access to a detailed ethnographic
account that contrasts urban and rural practices, as well as the influence of modernization and
globalization on matrimonial customs. Nanda’s research underscores how arranged marriages adapt to
contemporary pressures while retaining core traditional elements, such as parental involvement and community
sanctions.

The Role of Family and Community in Arranged Marriages

Central to Nanda’s analysis is the pivotal role played by the family and community in orchestrating marriages.
Unlike Western notions of marriage as a primarily individualistic choice, in the Indian context, marriage is often
a collective affair. Parents and extended relatives act as matchmakers, evaluating prospective partners based
on compatibility factors that extend beyond personal attraction, including caste endogamy, horoscope
matching, and social standing.

Nanda elaborates on how families leverage social networks and matrimonial brokers to identify suitable
matches, illustrating the systemic nature of arranged marriages. This process is not without its challenges;
negotiations often involve balancing economic considerations with emotional compatibility, as well as
managing expectations across generations.

Modern Transformations: Love Marriages and Technology

One of the compelling aspects of Serena Nanda’s work is her attention to evolving trends within the institution
of arranged marriage. While her primary focus is on traditional practices, she acknowledges the rising



prevalence of love marriages, especially among urban, educated youth. This shift is not a wholesale
replacement but rather a transformation where arranged marriages incorporate elements of personal choice and
courtship.

Furthermore, Nanda touches upon the impact of technology in facilitating arranged marriages. Matrimonial
websites and social media platforms have become new arenas for matchmaking, blending traditional criteria with
modern conveniences. These digital tools enable a broader search for compatible partners while maintaining
familial oversight, reflecting the hybridization of old and new practices.

Critical Themes in Serena Nanda’s Analysis

Negotiating Individual Agency and Social Expectations

A nuanced theme in arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda is the tension between individual agency and
collective expectations. While arranged marriages are often criticized for limiting personal freedom, Nanda’s
work reveals that negotiation and consent are integral to the process. Prospective brides and grooms may
exercise varying degrees of choice, influenced by familial pressures but not entirely devoid of voice.

This negotiation is particularly visible in contemporary contexts where education and urbanization empower
younger generations to assert preferences. Nanda’s ethnographic examples illustrate how families sometimes
accommodate individual desires, blending tradition with modern sensibilities.

Caste and Religion: Persistent Influences

Nanda’s analysis does not shy away from the enduring significance of caste and religion in arranged marriages.
These social categories continue to shape partner selection, acting as markers of identity and social
stratification. While economic mobility and education have introduced some flexibility, caste endogamy remains
a dominant norm in many communities.

The author critically examines how caste-based arrangements perpetuate social hierarchies, but she also
highlights instances where cross-caste marriages challenge traditional boundaries. This duality offers a
balanced view of arranged marriage as both a mechanism of social control and a site of potential change.

Economic Considerations and Marriage Negotiations

Economic factors, including dowry practices and family wealth, feature prominently in Nanda’s discussion. She
contextualizes dowry not merely as a transactional element but as part of a broader system of alliance-
building and social capital exchange. The financial negotiations surrounding marriage often reflect larger
socio-economic disparities and gender dynamics.

Nanda’s treatment of these issues is analytical rather than judgmental, providing readers with an
understanding of how economic considerations influence marriage arrangements and the associated social
obligations.

Comparative Perspectives and Global Relevance

While arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda is focused on Indian society, the themes resonate beyond
national boundaries. The practice of arranged marriage exists in various forms across South Asia, the Middle



East, and diaspora communities worldwide. Nanda’s work invites comparative analysis, encouraging scholars
and readers to consider how cultural traditions adapt and persist in different socio-political contexts.

Moreover, her research contributes to broader debates on marriage as a social institution, challenging
universalist assumptions about romantic love and individual choice. By situating arranged marriage within its
cultural specificity, Nanda promotes a more nuanced understanding of matrimonial practices globally.

Strengths and Limitations of Nanda’s Approach

One of the strengths of Serena Nanda’s work lies in its ethnographic depth and balanced perspective. She neither
romanticizes nor condemns arranged marriages but presents them as complex social phenomena shaped by multiple
factors. Her use of case studies and direct observations enriches the analysis, making it accessible to both
academic and general audiences.

However, some critiques might point to a need for more engagement with gendered power dynamics and the
experiences of women within arranged marriages. While Nanda touches upon these issues, further exploration of
women’s agency and resistance could enhance the understanding of how arranged marriages impact gender
relations.

Ethnographic rigor provides detailed cultural insights

Balanced view avoids simplistic binaries

Incorporation of contemporary changes adds relevance

Could benefit from deeper gender-focused analysis

Implications for Contemporary Discourse

In today’s globalized world, arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda remains a vital resource for anyone
seeking to comprehend the enduring institution of arranged marriage. Her work encourages moving beyond
stereotypes and appreciating the cultural logic and social functions embedded within these matrimonial
practices.

For policymakers, social workers, and educators, Nanda’s analysis offers valuable context for addressing
issues related to marriage, gender equity, and social integration. It also provides a foundation for dialogues
that respect cultural diversity while advocating for individual rights.

Serena Nanda’s scholarship thus bridges academic inquiry and real-world relevance, making her study a
cornerstone for understanding the evolving landscape of arranged marriages in India and beyond.

Arranging A Marriage In India By Serena Nanda

  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Marriage and Modernity Rochona
Majumdar, 2009-04-13 This cultural history of the evolution of modern marriage practices in colonial
Bengal shows that arranged marriage as it is practiced today is a modern practice from the colonial
era.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Love and Marriage Serena Nanda,
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2018-12-10 Cultural anthropologist Serena Nanda mines a wide range of ethnographic research to
examine the patterns of love, marriage, sexuality, and family unique to eight cultures around the
world. After reviewing changing patterns in the United States, readers are taken to China, India,
Brazil, Iran, Indonesia, Nigeria, the South Pacific, and Nepal to explore traditions and
transformations and the intertwining dynamics of kinship, class, politics, religion, and gender roles
in love and marriage. An additional chapter traces the diversity of LGBTQ relationships, with
contemporary examples drawn from the US, Indonesia, and India. A valuable summary chapter
features a brief analysis of similar and different cultural configurations. Nanda’s ethnographically
rich examples and fresh perspective will challenge readers to understand that their own culture is
not natural or superior but rather just one of many possibilities adapted to specific environments
and subject to changes.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Constructing Sexualities Suzanne
LaFont, 2003 Designed to introduce readers to a broad range of relevant ideas and theories and to
encourage critical thinking on a variety of sexuality and gender topics, this collection of articles,
classic and current, addresses the relationships between sexuality, gender, and culture. The
readings include descriptions of variations in sexual and gender ideologies, expressions of sexuality,
gender diversity, and global issues. Gay rights, transgendered movements, intersexed awareness,
female genital mutilation, male circumcision, AIDS, sex tourism, and the sex.com explosion on the
internet are all current issues addressed.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: 177 Lovers and Counting Leanna Wolfe,
2024-01-02 177 Lovers and Counting: My Life as a Sex Researcher offers a transcultural perspective
on gender and sexuality through engaging personal accounts of the author’s participant-observation
research in multiple countries and cultures across the globe. Dr. Leanna Wolfe draws from
anthropology, sexology, evolutionary psychology, and sociology, effortlessly weaving together
personal stories along with qualitative and quantitative cross-cultural studies to shed light on
relationships, genders, and sexualities. In this autoethnography that is both personal and clinical,
Wolfe describes and analyzes personal experiences conducting participant-observation research
toward understanding the social context of sex, gender, and relationships. She provides insight
through personal, intimate storytelling, revealing many varieties of love, sex, and relationships
across cultures and subcultures, and how these insights might impact her readers’ lives, just as they
have impacted her own.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: A Study Guide for Chitra Banarjee
Divakaruni's "The Disappearance" Gale, Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for Chitra Banarjee
Divakaruni's The Disappearance, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This
concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions;
historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust
Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Distant Mirrors Philip R. DeVita, 2015-12-16
Most young students of American culture believe many of the cultural assumptions they grow up
with are universal. As insiders, speaking a common language, following the accepted patterns of
behavior embedded in a particular way of life, most of us take our own social actions for granted,
and it is a challenge to realize the strangeness and wonder of our own behaviors. The distinct aim of
each edition of this popular classroom supplement has been to enable students to better understand
themselves by casting American culture into sharper relief—offering other mirrors, other reflections.
The latest edition’s twenty-one personalized narratives, of which seven are new, unveil fresh
portrayals of American culture. Each contribution offers unique ethnographic perspectives of various
aspects of American culture that enable us to better understand ourselves.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Twin Cultures Separated by Centuries
Andrew B. Spurgeon, 2016-08-14 Andrew B. Spurgeon works directly from the Greek text of 1
Corinthians in a study of reverse-contextualisation, highlighting the commonalities between the
contexts of Corinthian and Indian cultures and applying the epistle’s principles to Indian Christians



today. In this unique commentary, Spurgeon first presents Indian similarities to those in Corinth,
moves on to biblical principles the Apostle Paul raises for the Corinthian church’s
attention–especially where culture was in conflict with biblical standards–and finally reapplies these
principles to the context of life in twenty-first century India. This is an excellent resource for anyone
wishing to study 1 Corinthians, showing that God’s Word is not only true, but is just as relevant
centuries later as when it was written.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Animal Narratology Joela Jacobs,
2020-12-15 Animal Narratology interrogates what it means to narrate, to speak—speak for, on behalf
of—and to voice, or represent life beyond the human, which is in itself as different as insects, bears,
and dogs are from each other, and yet more, as individual as a single mouse, horse, or puma. The
varied contributions to this interdisciplinary Special Issue highlight assumptions about the human
perception of, attitude toward, and responsibility for the animals that are read and written about,
thus demonstrating that just as “the animal” does not exist, neither does “the human”. In their
zoopoetic focus, the analyses are aware that animal narratology ultimately always contains an
approximation of an animal perspective in human terms and terminology, yet they make clear that
what matters is how the animal is approximated and that there is an effort to approach and
encounter the non-human in the first place. Many of the analyses come to the conclusion that
literary animals give readers the opportunity to expand their own points of view both on themselves
and others by adopting another’s perspective to the degree that such an endeavor is possible.
Ultimately, the contributions call for a recognition of the many spaces, moments, and modes in
which human lives are entangled with those of animals—one of which is located within the creative
bounds of storytelling.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Stumbling Toward Truth Philip R. DeVita,
2000-05-09 The essayists in Stumbling Toward Truth are anthropologists who have paused to share
personal experiences that uncover important truths theyve learned by living with and trying to
understand others. The twenty-nine poignant fieldwork tales collected here reveal much about what
anthropology can teach about others as well as ourselves, the spirit of the ethnographic enterprise,
and issues of crosscultural humanity and humaneness. Readers will discover from these once-private
stories from around the world that much of what anthropologists learn about themselves and others
is totally unanticipated. Oftentimes, cultural truths and unexpected realities are stumbled upon.
These lessons, none for which social science training offered adequate preparation, remain perhaps
the most memorable and critical of fieldwork.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Culture Counts Serena Nanda, Richard L.
Warms, 2022-09-26 Updated to account for the extraordinary developments of the last five years, the
Fifth Edition of Culture Counts offers a concise introduction to anthropology that illustrates why
culture matters in our understanding of humanity and the world around us. Serena Nanda and
Richard L. Warms draw students in with engaging ethnographic stories and a conversational writing
style that encourages them to interact cross-culturally, solve problems, and effect positive change.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Stories of Culture and Place Michael G.
Kenny, Kirsten Smillie, 2017-11-06 Stories of Culture and Place makes use of one of anthropology's
most enduring elements—storytelling—to introduce students to the excitement of the discipline. The
authors invite students to think of anthropology as a series of stories that emerge from cultural
encounters in particular times and places. References to classic and contemporary ethnographic
examples—from Coming of Age in Samoa to Coming of Age in Second Life—allow students to grasp
anthropology's sometimes problematic past, while still capturing the potential of the discipline. This
new edition has been significantly reorganized and includes two new chapters—one on health and
one on economic change—as well as fresh ethnographic examples. The result is a more streamlined
introductory text that offers thorough coverage but is still manageable to teach.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Breaking the Ashes Michele Ruth
Gamburd, 2008 Gamburd explores the changing role of alcohol consumption in a Sri Lankan village
the cultural context for social and antisocial alcohol consumption, insight into everyday and



ceremonial drinking, and the illicit alcohol market.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Instructor's Manual Terry Hirschberg,
Stuart Hirschberg, 2003-02
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: The Gift of a Bride Serena Nanda, Joan
Gregg, 2009-05-16 This ethnographically based murder mystery is set within New York City's Indian
community. A young Indian woman's arranged marriage brings her to the city to join her husband
shortly after her wedding. The plot unfolds as the couple copes with joint family living, sexual and
financial issues, and hostile neighbors. Central to the mystery are the cultural conflicts affecting
both men and women negotiating the differences between American society and their own
traditional upbringings. A major theme of the book is violence against women as this plays out both
within domestic situations and through the gender inequalities of Indian and American society.
Supportive characters such as an anthropology professor, an Indian detective and his American
sidekick, a young, assimilated Indian neighbor, and an established family elder reveal various
aspects of immigrant life. Through this rich, exciting and ethnographically detailed foray into one
particular community, the reader learns about arranging a marriage, Hindu weddings and festivals,
and the rich psychological motivations of culturally-patterned behavior of both immigrant men and
women. The main principles of cultural anthropology and ethnographic method are woven into the
novel, making it a compelling read in a wide range of undergraduate and graduate courses.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Annual Editions Elvio Angeloni, 1997
Anthropology contains a variety of articles on contemporary issues in social and cultural
anthropology.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Anthropology Elvio Angeloni, 2000-11 This
compilation of public press sources examines anthropological perspectives; culture and
communication; organization of society and culture; families; gender and status; religion and ritual;
and sociocultural change. Including selections from Colin Turnbull, Laura Bohannan, Napoleon
Chagnon, Richard Borshay Lee, Deborah Tannen and Douglas Raybeck, this reader includes both
classic and contemporary anthropological studies.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: The Naked Anthropologist Philip R.
DeVita, 1992
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Talking About People: Readings in
Cultural Anthropology William Haviland, Robert Gordon, Luis Vivanco, 2006 How do people learn
and experience their culture? How do people make a living? What does it mean to be in a family?
How do we make sense of peoples’ beliefs and ritual practices? In exploring questions such as these,
this cultural anthropology reader focuses on contemporary global concerns and includes a
significant number of articles by authors from outside the United States. A dynamic development in
the fourth edition is the inclusion of “Anthropology and Public Debate” sections, in which opposing
anthropological arguments on current hot topics are featured. In addition, “Doing Fieldwork” essays
consider the nature and dilemmas of fieldwork, the changing status of the field, the nature of
anthropological learning in the field, and ethical issues and dilemmas.
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Cultural Anthropology Serena Nanda,
1991
  arranging a marriage in india by serena nanda: Cultural Anthropology William A.
Haviland, 1999
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