akbar ap world history definition

Akbar AP World History Definition: Understanding the Legacy of a Mughal
Emperor

akbar ap world history definition is a term that students often encounter
when studying the AP World History curriculum, particularly in the context of
early modern empires and cultural synthesis. Akbar, one of the most prominent
rulers of the Mughal Empire in India during the late 16th and early 17th
centuries, represents a critical figure whose reign exemplifies themes of
political consolidation, religious tolerance, and cultural blending—key
concepts in world history. To grasp Akbar’s significance fully, it’s
important to explore who he was, his contributions to the Mughal Empire, and
why his legacy continues to be relevant in AP World History studies.

Who Was Akbar? A Brief Historical Overview

Akbar, also known as Akbar the Great, was the third Mughal emperor, ruling
from 1556 until his death in 1605. He ascended the throne at a young age and
quickly demonstrated exceptional leadership skills that transformed a
fragmented and often volatile region into a powerful and unified empire. His
reign marked the height of Mughal political power in India, and his policies
set a foundation for stability and cultural flourishing.

Unlike many rulers of his time who relied heavily on military conquest and
strict religious orthodoxy, Akbar adopted a more inclusive approach that
promoted cooperation among diverse groups within his empire. This approach is
a major reason why Akbar is frequently discussed in AP World History courses,
particularly under themes such as empire building, cultural interaction, and
governance.

Akbar AP World History Definition: Key Themes
and Concepts

When defining Akbar in the context of AP World History, it’s essential to
connect him to broader historical themes that the course emphasizes. These
include:

1. Political Consolidation and Administration

Akbar’s reign was characterized by efforts to centralize and strengthen the
Mughal state. He implemented administrative reforms that allowed for more
efficient governance over a vast and culturally diverse territory. For



example, he established a system of provincial governors and a bureaucratic
framework that balanced central authority with local autonomy.

One of his notable policies was the introduction of the mansabdari system-a
hierarchical ranking system for military and civil officials—which helped
organize the empire’s administration and military forces. This system ensured
loyalty to the emperor and facilitated the integration of various ethnic and
religious groups into the imperial structure.

2. Religious Tolerance and Syncretism

Perhaps the most famous aspect of Akbar’s rule was his policy of religious
tolerance. In an era often marked by religious conflict, Akbar stood out for
promoting peaceful coexistence among Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Jains, and
others within his empire. He abolished the jizya tax on non-Muslims, a
significant and symbolic gesture of inclusivity.

Akbar went further by initiating the Din-i Ilahi, a syncretic religious
movement that attempted to blend elements of Islam, Hinduism, Jainism, and
Christianity. While Din-i Ilahi did not gain widespread adoption, it
reflected Akbar’s broader philosophical vision of unity and mutual respect
among different faiths.

3. Cultural Flourishing and Artistic Patronage

Akbar’s court became a vibrant center of cultural exchange and artistic
innovation. He patronized literature, music, architecture, and the visual
arts, encouraging the fusion of Persian, Indian, and Central Asian styles.
This cultural synthesis is evident in iconic Mughal architecture such as
Fatehpur Sikri, Akbar’s capital, which combines Islamic and Hindu design
elements.

The emperor also commissioned translations of Hindu epics like the
Mahabharata and Ramayana into Persian, making these texts accessible to a
broader audience and fostering cross-cultural understanding.

Why Akbar Matters in AP World History

Understanding Akbar’s legacy is crucial for students preparing for the AP
World History exam because his reign illustrates several important course
themes:

- **Empire Building:** Akbar’s ability to unify a diverse region under a
centralized government showcases the strategies and challenges of empire-
building.



- **Cultural and Religious Interaction:** His religious tolerance policies
and cultural patronage highlight the ways empires managed diversity and
promoted synthesis.

- **Governance and Social Structure:** The administrative innovations under
Akbar provide insight into how empires maintained control and stability.

By connecting Akbar’s reign to these broader themes, students can better
appreciate how the Mughal Empire fits into the global historical narrative
and how it compares to other empires studied in the AP World History course,
such as the Ottoman and Safavid Empires.

Tips for Remembering Akbar in AP World History

To effectively study Akbar for the AP World History exam, consider these
tips:

* Focus on Key Policies: Remember Akbar’s religious tolerance, the
mansabdari system, and cultural patronage as his defining policies.

e Use Comparative Analysis: Compare Akbar’s religious tolerance with the
more rigid policies of other empires like the Spanish Inquisition or
Ottoman millet system to highlight differences in governance.

e Visual Aids: Study images and descriptions of Mughal architecture and
artwork commissioned by Akbar to understand the cultural blend during
his reign.

e Connect to Themes: Always link Akbar’s actions to AP World History
themes such as governance, culture, and religion to see the bigger
picture.

Akbar’'s Influence Beyond His Reign

The influence of Akbar extended well beyond his lifetime. His grandson, Shah
Jahan, continued the tradition of architectural patronage with the
construction of the Taj Mahal, while the Mughal Empire remained a dominant
force in South Asia for centuries. Akbar’s policies of tolerance and cultural
blending set a precedent that shaped the region’s social fabric and
influenced later rulers.

Moreover, historians view Akbar’s reign as a case study in effective imperial
governance and religious accommodation. His approach offers valuable lessons
on how diverse societies can be managed without oppressive uniformity, a
topic that resonates in today’s increasingly interconnected world.



In exploring the akbar ap world history definition, it becomes clear that
Akbar was not just a ruler but a symbol of synthesis and pragmatism in early
modern history. His reign encapsulates the challenges and possibilities of
empire-building amidst diversity, making him an essential figure for any
comprehensive study of world history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Akbar in AP World History?

Akbar was the third Mughal emperor, ruling from 1556 to 1605, known for his
military conquests, administrative innovations, and efforts to foster
religious tolerance in India.

What is the significance of Akbar in AP World
History?

Akbar is significant for expanding the Mughal Empire, implementing a
centralized administrative system, promoting cultural integration, and
creating policies of religious tolerance, such as the Din-i Ilahi.

How is Akbar defined in AP World History terms?

In AP World History, Akbar is defined as a powerful and influential Mughal
ruler who established a strong and centralized empire in India, known for his
patronage of arts and policy of religious tolerance.

What were Akbar’s contributions to religious
tolerance?

Akbar promoted religious tolerance by abolishing the jizya tax on non-
Muslims, engaging in religious debates, and creating the Din-i Ilahi, a
syncretic faith aimed at uniting his diverse subjects.

How did Akbar impact the Mughal Empire’s
administration?

Akbar introduced an efficient centralized bureaucracy, standardized taxation
with the revenue system, and appointed officials based on merit, which
strengthened the Mughal Empire’s governance.

Why is Akbar important in the context of AP World



History exams?

Akbar is important because his reign exemplifies the themes of empire-
building, cultural exchange, religious syncretism, and administrative
innovation, which are key topics in AP World History.

What was the Din-i Ilahi and who founded 1t?

The Din-i Ilahi was a syncretic religion founded by Emperor Akbar that
combined elements of various faiths to promote unity and tolerance among his
subjects.

How did Akbar’s policies affect Hindu-Muslim
relations in India?

Akbar’s policies of religious tolerance, such as marrying Hindu princesses
and abolishing discriminatory taxes, improved Hindu-Muslim relations and
promoted cultural integration within the Mughal Empire.

Additional Resources

Akbar AP World History Definition: An Analytical Review of the Mughal
Emperor’s Place in Global Historical Context

akbar ap world history definition serves as a pivotal concept for students
and scholars aiming to understand the broader implications of Akbar the
Great’s reign within the AP World History curriculum. As one of the most
influential rulers of the Mughal Empire, Akbar’s legacy transcends regional
history and provides a critical lens through which the dynamics of empire-
building, religious syncretism, and governance in the early modern period can
be examined. This article delves into the multifaceted definition of Akbar in
AP World History, exploring his political strategies, cultural contributions,
and how his reign fits into the broader narrative of world history.

Understanding Akbar’s Role in AP World History

Akbar the Great, who ruled from 1556 to 1605, is frequently highlighted in AP
World History courses as a symbol of imperial consolidation and cultural
integration in South Asia. The “akbar ap world history definition” is not
merely a biographical note but a thematic entry point into the study of early
modern empires, especially in the context of global interactions between
Asia, Europe, and the Islamic world.

The AP World History exam emphasizes understanding how Akbar’s reign
exemplified the characteristics of a centralized empire that actively sought
to maintain power through innovative administrative systems and religious



policies. Unlike many contemporaneous rulers, Akbar is often celebrated for
his attempts at religious tolerance, including his promotion of the Din-1i
Ilahi, a syncretic faith designed to bridge divisions between Hindus,
Muslims, and other religious groups within his empire.

Political and Administrative Innovations

Akbar’s administration is a key focus area within the AP World History
framework. His establishment of a bureaucratic system based on meritocracy
rather than hereditary privilege marked a significant departure from previous
governance models in the region. This system, often referred to as the
Mansabdari system, assigned ranks and responsibilities to officials based on
loyalty and competence, thereby stabilizing the empire’s vast territories.

In addition, Akbar’s expansionist policies dramatically increased the Mughal
Empire’s size, bringing diverse peoples under a centralized rule. This
territorial growth is frequently analyzed in AP World History through the
lens of imperial competition and consolidation, paralleling other early
modern empires such as the Ottoman and Safavid empires.

Cultural and Religious Policies

Another dimension central to the “akbar ap world history definition” is his
approach to religion. Akbar’s reign is often characterized by its relatively
progressive stance on religious tolerance compared to other rulers of the
period. He abolished the jizya tax on non-Muslims and invited scholars and
theologians from different faiths to debate and discuss religious philosophy
at his court.

His creation of the Din-i Ilahi, while not widely adopted, reflects an
attempt to foster unity in a religiously diverse empire. This policy 1is
analyzed within AP World History as an example of cultural syncretism and the
complexities of managing religious plurality in large empires. Akbar's
efforts to accommodate Hindu traditions, alongside Islamic governance, reveal
a nuanced approach to empire administration rarely seen in this era.

Akbar’s Historical Significance in the AP World
History Curriculum

Within the AP World History course, Akbar’s reign illustrates several broader
themes such as state-building, imperial expansion, and cultural integration.
The “akbar ap world history definition” is often contextualized alongside
other global monarchs who shaped the early modern period.



Comparative Analysis with Contemporary Rulers

When comparing Akbar with rulers like Suleiman the Magnificent of the Ottoman
Empire or Shah Abbas of the Safavid Empire, AP World History students are
encouraged to analyze similarities and differences in governance, military
expansion, and religious policies. Akbar’s emphasis on tolerance and
administrative reform contrasts with the more rigid religious orthodoxy often
seen in his contemporaries’ reigns.

This comparative framework helps highlight the diversity of imperial
strategies and the varying ways rulers sought to legitimize their authority.
Akbar’s model provides an important counterpoint to theocratic or
militaristic rule, underscoring the significance of cultural diplomacy and
bureaucratic innovation in sustaining empires.

Legacy and Long-Term Impact

Akbar’s legacy is a recurring topic in AP World History discussions,
particularly regarding his impact on South Asian history and world imperial
dynamics. His reign set the foundation for the Mughal Empire’s continued
prosperity under successors like Jahangir and Shah Jahan, whose monumental
architectural projects, such as the Taj Mahal, further cemented the empire’s
cultural influence.

From a global history perspective, Akbar’s policies and empire-building
efforts contributed to the interconnectedness of the early modern world. The
Mughal Empire under Akbar engaged in trade, diplomacy, and cultural exchange
with European powers and neighboring Asian states, illustrating the complex
webs of interaction highlighted in AP World History.

Key Features of Akbar’s Rule Relevant to AP World
History

e Administrative Centralization: Implementation of the Mansabdari system
and a merit-based bureaucracy.

e Religious Syncretism: Promotion of tolerance through abolition of the
jizya tax and creation of Din-i Ilahi.

e Military Expansion: Strategic conquests that expanded the Mughal
Empire’s boundaries.

e Cultural Flourishing: Patronage of arts, architecture, and literature,
leading to a vibrant cultural synthesis.



e Economic Integration: Encouragement of trade and agriculture, leading to
economic prosperity.

These features collectively inform the “akbar ap world history definition”
and are essential for a comprehensive understanding of early modern empires’
dynamics.

Implications for AP World History Students and
Educators

For students preparing for the AP World History exam, mastering the “akbar ap
world history definition” involves more than memorizing facts. It requires
critical engagement with the broader historical themes Akbar’s reign
represents: the challenges of ruling diverse populations, the interplay
between religion and politics, and the mechanisms of imperial governance.

Educators often use Akbar’s example to illustrate the complexities of empire-
building, encouraging students to analyze primary sources such as court
chronicles, religious edicts, and architectural evidence. This
multidisciplinary approach enriches students’ understanding and prepares them
for the analytical writing and document-based questions (DBQs) characteristic
of the AP exam.

In sum, the study of Akbar within AP World History exemplifies how individual
rulers can embody larger historical processes and contribute to our
understanding of global patterns in statecraft, culture, and religion during
the early modern era.
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akbar ap world history definition: CliffsNotes AP World History Cram Plan James Zucker,
2017-12-19 A last-minute cram plan for the AP World History exam! This new edition of CliffsNotes
AP World History Cram Plan calendarizes a study plan for the 265,000 AP World History test-takers
depending on how much time they have left before they take the May exam. Features of this
plan-to-ace-the-exam product include: ¢ 2-months study calendar and 1-month study calendar
Diagnostic exam that helps test-takers pinpoint strengths and weaknesses ¢ Subject reviews that
include test tips and chapter-end quizzes ¢ Full-length model practice exam with answers and
explanations

akbar ap world history definition: AP World History: Modern Premium, 2024:
Comprehensive Review with 5 Practice Tests + an Online Timed Test Option John McCannon,
2023-07-04 Provides chapter reviews of world history from prehistoric to modern times, test-taking
strategies, study tips, five full-length practice tests with answers, and access to online resources.

akbar ap world history definition: AP World History: Modern Premium, 2022-2023:
Comprehensive Review with 5 Practice Tests + an Online Timed Test Option John McCannon,


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-153/akbar-ap-world-history-definition.pdf

2022-02 Looking for an additional way to prep for the AP exam? Check out Barron's AP World
History Podcast wherever you get your favorite podcasts. Be prepared for exam day with Barron's.
Trusted content from AP experts! Barron's AP World History: Modern, Premium: 2022-2023 includes
in-depth content review and online practice. It's the only book you'll need to be prepared for exam
day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from Barron's--all content is written and reviewed by
AP experts Build your understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam
Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study advice for exam day--it's like having a trusted tutor by
your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test-taking skills with 5 full-length practice
tests--2 in the book, and 3 more online Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all
Units on the AP World History: Modern Exam Reinforce your learning with practice questions at the
end of each chapter Online Practice Continue your practice with 3 full-length practice tests on
Barron's Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam experience with a timed test option Deepen your
understanding with detailed answer explanations and expert advice Gain confidence with scoring to
check your learning progress

akbar ap world history definition: AP World History: Modern Premium, 2025: Prep Book
with 5 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice Barron's Educational Series,
John McCannon, 2024-07-02 Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP
experts! Barron’s AP World History: Modern Premium, 2025 includes in-depth content review and
practice. It’s the only book you'll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced
Educators Learn from Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your
understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips,
strategies, and study advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident
on Exam Day Sharpen your test-taking skills with 5 full-length practice tests-2 in the book, and 3
more online-plus detailed answer explanations and/or sample responses Strengthen your knowledge
with in-depth review covering all units and themes on the AP World History: Modern exam Reinforce
your learning with AP style practice questions at the end of each unit that cover frequently tested
topics from the chapters and help you gauge your progress Practice your historical thinking skills
and making connections between topics by reviewing the broad trends (including governance,
cultural developments and interactions, social interactions and organizations, and more) that open
each section of the book Robust Online Practice Continue your practice with 3 full-length practice
tests on Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam experience with a timed test option
Deepen your understanding with detailed answer explanations and expert advice Gain confidence
with scoring to check your learning progress Going forward, this exam will only be offered in a
digital format. Barron's AP online tests offer a digital experience with a timed test option to get you
ready for test day. Visit the Barron's Learning Hub for more digital practice. Looking for more ways
to prep? Check out Barron's AP World History Podcast wherever you get your favorite podcasts AND
power up your study sessions with Barron's AP World History on Kahoot!--additional, free practice to
help you ace your exam!

akbar ap world history definition: 5 Steps to a 5 AP World History 2016, Cross-Platform
Edition Peggy ]. Martin, 2015-07-31 A 5-step program for success on the AP World History exam.
The unique Cross-Platform format enables you to study the entire program in print, online, or on a
mobile device. 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History will guide your preparation program and help you
build the skills, knowledge, and test-taking confidence you need to succeed. This fully revised edition
covers the latest course syllabus and matches the latest exam. Features include: 3 complete practice
AP World History exams All the terms and concepts needed to get a top score 3 separate study plans
to fit a test-taker's learning style About the Cross-Platform format: The Cross-Platform format
provides a fully comprehensive print, online, and mobile program: Entire instructional content
available in print and digital form Personalized study plan and daily goals Powerful analytics to
assess test readiness Flashcards, games, and social media for additional support For the
time-pressured AP student, this unparalleled digital access means that full study resources are
always at hand.



akbar ap world history definition: 5 Steps to a 5 AP World History 2016 Peggy J. Martin,
2015-07-31 Get ready for your AP World History exam with this straightforward, easy-to-follow study
guide—updated for all the latest exam changes 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History features an
effective, 5-step plan to guide your preparation program and help you build the skills, knowledge,
and test-taking confidence you need to succeed. This fully revised edition covers the latest course
syllabus and matches the latest exam. The book provides access to McGraw-Hill Education’s
interactive AP Planner app, which will enable you to receive a customizable study schedule on your
mobile device. Bonus app features daily assignment notifications, plus extra practice questions to
assess test readiness 3 complete practice AP World History exams 3 separate study plans to fit your
learning style

akbar ap world history definition: 5 Steps to a 5 AP World History, 2014-2015 Edition Peggy
Martin, 2013-07-10 Get ready for your AP exam with this straightforward and easy-to-follow study
guide, updated for all the latest exam changes! 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History features an
effective, 5-step plan to guide your preparation program and help you build the skills, knowledge,
and test-taking confidence you need to succeed. This fully revised edition covers the latest course
syllabus and provides model tests that reflect the latest version of the exam. Inside you will find:
5-Step Plan to a Perfect 5: 1. Set Up Your Study Program 2. Determine Your Test Readiness 3.
Develop Strategies for Success 4. Develop the Knowledge You Need to Score High 5. Build Your
Test-Taking Confidence 2 complete practice AP World History exams 3 separate plans to fit your
study style Review material updated and geared to the most recent tests Savvy information on how
tests are constructed, scored, and used

akbar ap world history definition: 5 Steps to a 5 AP World History, 2015 Edition Peggy J.
Martin, 2014-07-16 This easy-to-follow study guide includes a complete course review, full-length
practice tests, and access to online quizzes and an AP Planner app! 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History
features an effective, 5-step plan to guide your preparation program and help you build the skills,
knowledge, and test-taking confidence you need to succeed. This fully revised edition covers the
latest course syllabus and matches the latest exam. It also includes access to McGraw-Hill
Education’s AP Planner app, which will enable you to customize your own study schedule on your
mobile device. AP Planner app features daily practice assignment notifications delivered to your
mobile device 3 full-length practice AP World History exams Access to online AP World History
quizzes 3 separate study plans to fit your learning style

akbar ap world history definition: ELIZABETH CADY STANTON NARAYAN CHANGDER,
2024-01-25 IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A FREE PDF PRACTICE SET OF THIS BOOK FOR YOUR
STUDY PURPOSES, FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME! : cbsenet4du@gmail.com I WILL. SEND YOU PDF
COPY THE ELIZABETH CADY STANTON MCQ (MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A
VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF
VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR
ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS, THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO
ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY
ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND LAY A SOLID
FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE ELIZABETH CADY STANTON MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR ELIZABETH
CADY STANTON KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR
PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END
OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND
PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.

akbar ap world history definition: An Introduction to the Study of Anglo-Muhammadan
Law Roland Knyvet Wilson, 1894

akbar ap world history definition: New Statesman Society , 1991-02

akbar ap world history definition: The Bulletin of the Cleveland Museum of Art
Cleveland Museum of Art, 1976



akbar ap world history definition: Optimal Decision Making in Operations Research and
Statistics Irfan Ali, Leopoldo Eduardo Cardenas-Barron, Aquil Ahmed, Ali Akbar Shaikh, 2021-11-29

The book provides insights in the decision-making for implementing strategies in various spheres of
real-world issues. It integrates optimal policies in various decisionmaking problems and serves as a
reference for researchers and industrial practitioners. Furthermore, the book provides sound
knowledge of modelling of real-world problems and solution procedure using the various
optimisation and statistical techniques for making optimal decisions. The book is meant for teachers,
students, researchers and industrialists who are working in the field of materials science, especially
operations research and applied statistics.

akbar ap world history definition: The Academy and Literature , 1880

akbar ap world history definition: Irish Orientalism Joseph Lennon, 2008-08-04 Centuries
before W. B. Yeats wove Indian, Japanese, and Irish forms together in his poetry and plays, Irish
writers found kinships in Asian and West Asian cultures. This book maps the unacknowledged
discourse of Irish Orientalism within Ireland's complex colonial heritage.

akbar ap world history definition: Academy and Literature Charles Edward Cutts Birch
Appleton, Charles Edward Doble, James Sutherland Cotton, Charles Lewis Hind, William Teignmouth
Shore, Alfred Bruce Douglas, Ellis Ashmead-Bartlett, Thomas William Hodgson Crosland, 1880

akbar ap world history definition: “The” Academy , 1880

akbar ap world history definition: Janata , 1990

akbar ap world history definition: Independent and Weekly Review , 1884

akbar ap world history definition: Academy; a Weekly Review of Literature, Learning,
Science and Art , 1880 The Poetical gazette; the official organ of the Poetry society and a review of
poetical affairs, nos. 4-7 issued as supplements to the Academy, v. 79, Oct. 15, Nov. 5, Dec. 3 and 31,
1910
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Akbar the Great - New World Encyclopedia Jalaluddin Muhammad Akbar, (alternative spellings
include Jellaladin, Celalettin) also known as Akbar the Great (Akbar-e-Azam) (October 15, 1542 -
October 27, 1605) was the ruler of the

Allahu Akbar Meaning | Complete Understanding - Mishkah Academ The phrase Allahu
Akbar is one of the most well-known expressions in Islam. It is often heard in prayers, during
moments of gratitude, and in daily life when

Biography of Akbar the Great, Emperor of Mughal India - ThoughtCo Akbar the Great (Oct.
15, 1542-0Oct. 27, 1605) was a 16th-century Mughal (Indian) emperor famed for his religious
tolerance, empire-building, and patronage of the arts
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