a history of warfare john keegan

**A History of Warfare John Keegan: Exploring the Evolution of Conflict through a Master
Historian’s Eyes**

a history of warfare john keegan is more than just a phrase; it’s an invitation to delve into one of
the most influential works on military history ever penned. John Keegan, a distinguished British
military historian, revolutionized the way we understand war by shifting focus from grand strategies
and political maneuvers to the human experience on the battlefield. His book *A History of Warfare*
stands as a milestone in both historical scholarship and popular military literature, offering readers
a profound look at the evolution of armed conflict through the ages.

In this article, we’ll explore the significance of Keegan’s work, his unique approach to military
history, and why *A History of Warfare* continues to be relevant in today’s study of conflicts. Along
the way, we’ll touch on key concepts such as the psychology of combat, changes in military
technology, and the social implications of warfare, all themes that Keegan masterfully weaves into
his narrative.

Who Was John Keegan? A Brief Introduction

Before diving into the book itself, it’s helpful to understand the man behind it. John Keegan
(1934-2012) was a renowned British historian and author, widely regarded as one of the foremost
experts on military history in the 20th century. Unlike many traditional historians who concentrated
on high-level strategies or political contexts, Keegan was fascinated by the soldier’s perspective—the
experience of the individual combatant.

Keegan served as the military correspondent for *The Daily Telegraph* and later became the
professor of military history at King’s College London. His extensive research and engaging writing
style made him accessible to both academic audiences and general readers alike.

Understanding *A History of Warfare* by John Keegan

Published in 1993, *A History of Warfare* stands out because it breaks away from conventional
narratives of war. Instead of chronicling wars as a series of battles or political events, Keegan
explores the fundamental nature of warfare itself.

The Core Thesis: What Is War?

Keegan challenges the traditional Clausewitzian view that war is merely “politics by other means.”
Instead, he argues that war is a unique human activity shaped not just by political objectives but by
cultural, psychological, and technological factors. He emphasizes the importance of understanding
how societies have perceived and conducted warfare throughout history.



Human Experience on the Battlefield

One of the most compelling aspects of Keegan’s work is his focus on the soldier’s experience. He
explores how ordinary people have endured the horrors of combat, how morale and fear influence
outcomes, and how the nature of fighting changes with technology and tactics.

By examining personal accounts, diaries, and reports, Keegan paints a vivid picture of the reality of
warfare beyond strategic diagrams and troop movements. This approach humanizes the study of
military history and invites readers to empathize with those who fought.

Key Themes in *A History of Warfare*

Keegan’s book covers a vast temporal and geographic range, touching on conflicts from ancient
times to the modern era. Several themes recur throughout the text, providing readers with a
cohesive understanding of warfare’s evolution.

The Evolution of Military Technology

Technological innovation has been a driving force in changing how wars are fought. Keegan traces
the progression from primitive weapons like bows and spears to gunpowder, artillery,
mechanization, and nuclear arms. He discusses how each breakthrough not only altered tactics but
also transformed the social and political landscape.

The Role of Culture and Society

War is deeply embedded in the cultural fabric of societies, and Keegan highlights how different
civilizations have approached conflict based on their values, beliefs, and social structures. For
example, he contrasts the chivalric warfare of medieval Europe with the highly disciplined phalanx
formations of ancient Greece or the tribal warfare of early societies.

Psychology and Morale in Combat

Keegan was particularly interested in the psychological dimensions of war. He explains how fear,
courage, leadership, and morale can decisively influence the outcome of battles. His analysis shows
that beyond numbers and weapons, the mental state of troops often plays a pivotal role.

Why *A History of Warfare* Remains Relevant Today

More than two decades after its publication, John Keegan’s *A History of Warfare* continues to
inspire scholars, military professionals, and enthusiasts. Here are some reasons why:



A Fresh Perspective on Military History

Keegan’s emphasis on the human dimension of warfare opened new avenues for research and
teaching. His work encourages readers to look beyond generals and campaigns and consider the
lived experiences of soldiers, which often get overlooked.

Insight into Modern Conflicts

Understanding the historical roots and psychological aspects of warfare helps contextualize
contemporary conflicts. Keegan’s analysis of guerrilla warfare, asymmetric conflict, and
technological change remains valuable for comprehending today’s complex military challenges.

Accessible and Engaging Writing

Unlike many academic texts, *A History of Warfare* is written in a clear, engaging style that appeals
to a broad audience. This accessibility has helped popularize military history and foster a deeper
public appreciation for the subject.

Related Works and Expanding Your Understanding

If *A History of Warfare* piques your interest, there are several other works by John Keegan and
related authors that delve into specific aspects of military history:

e The Face of Battle (Keegan) - A detailed look at three historic battles from the perspective of
soldiers on the front lines.

e The Mask of Command (Keegan) - An exploration of leadership styles among famous
military commanders.

¢ On War (Carl von Clausewitz) - The classic treatise on the philosophy and theory of war,
which Keegan frequently references and critiques.

e War: An Intimate History (Geoffrey Parker) - A comprehensive study that complements
Keegan'’s focus on the human and cultural dimensions of conflict.

These titles provide deeper insights into tactical, strategic, and psychological elements of warfare
that Keegan introduced.



Tips for Readers Exploring Military History through
Keegan’s Lens

Approaching *A History of Warfare* can be a rewarding experience, especially if you keep a few tips
in mind:

1. Focus on the Human Stories: Pay attention to the anecdotes and personal accounts Keegan
uses to illustrate broader points. These stories bring history to life.

2. Consider the Historical Context: Understand the societal and cultural backdrop of each
period to grasp why warfare took the forms it did.

3. Reflect on the Psychological Impact: Think about how morale, fear, and leadership affected
soldiers and battles alike.

4. Connect Past and Present: Use Keegan'’s insights to analyze modern military conflicts and
how history informs today’s strategies.

The Lasting Legacy of John Keegan’s *A History of
Warfare*

John Keegan’s *A History of Warfare* reshaped the study of military history by placing the human
experience at its core. This approach not only enriches our understanding of past conflicts but also
offers valuable lessons for future generations. By blending scholarship with storytelling, Keegan
invites readers to confront the realities of war in all its complexity—its brutality, its strategies, and
its profoundly human impact.

Whether you are a history buff, a student of military studies, or simply curious about the forces that
have shaped human civilization, *A History of Warfare* provides a compelling journey through the
art and science of conflict. It’s a testament to how one historian’s vision can deepen our appreciation
for a subject as vast and vital as warfare itself.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is John Keegan, the author of 'A History of Warfare'?

John Keegan was a British military historian, author, and journalist known for his influential works
on the history of warfare.



What is the main focus of John Keegan's 'A History of
Warfare'?

'A History of Warfare' explores the development, nature, and impact of warfare throughout human
history, analyzing how and why wars have been fought.

When was ‘A History of Warfare' by John Keegan first
published?

'A History of Warfare' was first published in 1993.

What distinguishes John Keegan's approach in 'A History of
Warfare' from other military histories?

Keegan focuses on the human experience of warfare, including the perspectives of soldiers, rather
than just strategies and battles.

Does 'A History of Warfare' by John Keegan cover all periods
of military history?

Yes, the book covers warfare from prehistoric times to the late 20th century, offering a
comprehensive overview.

What themes are explored in 'A History of Warfare' by John
Keegan?

Themes include the evolution of tactics, the psychology of combatants, the cultural impact of war,
and the changing nature of military technology.

How does John Keegan explain the causes of war in 'A History
of Warfare'?

Keegan discusses various causes such as political, economic, social, and psychological factors that
have driven societies to war throughout history.

Is 'A History of Warfare' by John Keegan considered an
academic or popular history book?

It is considered a popular history book that is accessible to general readers while being well-
researched and insightful.

What impact has 'A History of Warfare' had on the study of
military history?

The book has been influential in shifting focus toward the human and cultural aspects of warfare,



inspiring both scholars and general audiences.

Are there any critiques of John Keegan's 'A History of
Warfare'?

Some critics argue that Keegan's emphasis on traditional combat overlooks aspects like economic
and political contexts, but overall the book is highly regarded.

Additional Resources
A History of Warfare John Keegan: An Analytical Review of a Military Classic

a history of warfare john keegan stands as one of the most influential works in the field of
military history. Authored by the renowned British military historian John Keegan, the book offers a
sweeping narrative that explores the evolution of warfare from prehistoric times to the modern era.
Keegan's approach transcends traditional battle-centric histories by emphasizing the human
experience, strategic developments, and socio-political contexts shaping conflict across the
centuries. This article delves into the core themes of "A History of Warfare," examines its scholarly
contributions, and assesses its enduring relevance in contemporary military studies and popular
discourse.

Unpacking John Keegan’s Perspective on Warfare

John Keegan'’s "A History of Warfare" revolutionized the way historians and readers alike perceive
armed conflict. Unlike conventional military histories that focus primarily on leaders, campaigns,
and technological advancements, Keegan adopts a holistic view that situates warfare within a
broader human and cultural framework. His narrative is distinguished by a nuanced examination of
the psychological and physical demands on soldiers and the societies that wage war.

One of Keegan’s central arguments challenges the commonly held belief that technological
innovation alone dictates the outcomes and nature of warfare. Instead, he highlights the interplay of
geography, morality, social organization, and the evolution of military tactics. This multidimensional
approach allows readers to appreciate how changes in societal structures and ideologies have
influenced the conduct of war over millennia.

Scope and Structure of the Book

"A History of Warfare John Keegan" is structured chronologically but with thematic undercurrents
that bind historical periods together. The book begins with an exploration of prehistoric conflicts
and tribal warfare, emphasizing how early humans organized themselves for combat and survival.
Keegan then traces developments through classical antiquity, medieval periods, and into the age of
empire-building, culminating in modern industrial and nuclear warfare.

Throughout the book, Keegan dedicates considerable attention to the soldier’s experience, shedding
light on the physical hardships, mental strain, and moral dilemmas faced by combatants. This



soldier-centric perspective offers a fresh vantage point for understanding the often abstract and
grandiose narratives of war.

Key Themes and Contributions

Keegan’s work is notable for several key themes that resonate throughout the text:

The Human Dimension of Warfare

A distinguishing feature of Keegan'’s analysis is his focus on the individual combatant rather than
abstract forces or strategic concepts alone. He explores how soldiers’ motivations, fears, and
endurance shape the battlefield as much as weapons or commands. This humanistic approach
provides a textured understanding of warfare’s brutality and complexity.

The Evolution of Military Technology and Tactics

While not solely fixated on technology, Keegan acknowledges its critical role in transforming
warfare. The book charts the progression from primitive weapons to the introduction of gunpowder,
mechanized warfare, and nuclear arms, assessing how each technological leap altered strategies
and the scale of conflict.

War and Society

Keegan’s narrative consistently links warfare to societal structures, political power, and cultural
values. He argues that wars are not isolated events but reflections of underlying social dynamics,
whether in the rise and fall of empires or the struggles for national identity.

Comparative Analysis with Other Military Histories

When compared to other seminal works in military history, "A History of Warfare John Keegan"
stands out for its readability and interdisciplinary approach. Unlike traditional military analyses by
historians such as B.H. Liddell Hart or Clausewitz’s theoretical treatises, Keegan'’s prose is
accessible to a broad audience without sacrificing scholarly rigor.

His integration of anthropology, psychology, and sociology into the study of warfare expands the
field beyond the confines of pure military strategy. This synthesis appeals to historians, military
professionals, and general readers alike, contributing to the book’s status as a standard reference.



Pros and Cons

e Pros: Comprehensive scope, insightful soldier-centric narrative, interdisciplinary
methodology, and engaging writing style.

e Cons: Some critics argue that Keegan occasionally underplays the importance of political
leadership and economic factors in warfare, and the book’s broad scope means certain
conflicts receive less detailed treatment.

Impact on Modern Military Studies and Popular
Culture

Since its publication, "A History of Warfare John Keegan" has influenced both academic circles and
popular understanding of military history. It has informed military education by encouraging officers
to appreciate the psychological and cultural aspects of warfare, beyond tactics and technology alone.

Moreover, Keegan'’s ability to humanize the experience of soldiers has permeated documentaries,
films, and historical fiction, shaping how war stories are told in the public sphere. His work
underscores the importance of understanding war not just as a series of battles but as a complex
human endeavor with far-reaching consequences.

Relevance in Contemporary Conflicts

In an era marked by asymmetric warfare, cyber conflicts, and evolving geopolitical tensions,
Keegan’s broad framework remains pertinent. His emphasis on the adaptability of warfare and the
centrality of human factors offers valuable insights for analyzing modern conflicts that defy
traditional categorizations.

Military strategists and policymakers continue to draw on his analyses to grapple with the
challenges posed by insurgencies, terrorism, and the ethical dilemmas of warfare in the 21st
century.

Final Reflections on John Keegan’s Legacy

"A History of Warfare John Keegan" endures as a foundational text that reshaped military
historiography by marrying rigorous scholarship with an empathetic understanding of combatants.
Its enduring appeal lies in the ability to engage readers across disciplines and interests, offering a
panoramic yet intimate portrait of humanity’s longstanding relationship with war. For anyone
seeking a profound exploration of warfare’s past and its implications for the future, Keegan’s work
remains an indispensable resource.



A History Of Warfare John Keegan

a history of warfare john keegan: A History of Warfare John Keegan, 1993 The acclaimed
author and preeminent military historian John Keegan examines centuries of human conflict. From
primitive man in the bronze age to the end of the cold war in the twentieth century, Keegan shows
how armed conflict has been a primary preoccupation throughout the history of civilization and how
deeply rooted its practice has become in our cultures. Keegan is at once the most readable and the
most original of living military historians . . . A History of Warfare is perhaps the most remarkable
study of warfare that has yet been written.--The New York Times Book Review.

a history of warfare john keegan: War and Our World John Keegan, 2011-02-02 John Keegan,
widely considered the greatest military historian of our time and the author of acclaimed volumes on
ancient and modern warfare--including, most recently, The First World War, a national
bestseller--distills what he knows about the why’s and how’s of armed conflict into a series of
brilliantly concise essays. Is war a natural condition of humankind? What are the origins of war? Is
the modern state dependent on warfare? How does war affect the individual, combatant or
noncombatant? Can there be an end to war? Keegan addresses these questions with a breathtaking
knowledge of history and the many other disciplines that have attempted to explain the
phenomenon. The themes Keegan concentrates on in this short volume are essential to our
understanding of why war remains the single greatest affliction of humanity in the twenty-first
century, surpassing famine and disease, its traditional companions.

a history of warfare john keegan: Intelligence in War John Keegan, 2003-10-28 A masterly
look at the value and limitations of intelligence in the conduct of war from the premier military
historian of our time, John Keegan. Intelligence gathering is an immensely complicated and
vulnerable endeavor. And it often fails. Until the invention of the telegraph and radio, information
often traveled no faster than a horse could ride, yet intelligence helped defeat Napoleon. In the
twentieth century, photo analysts didn’t recognize Germany’s V-2 rockets for what they were; on the
other hand, intelligence helped lead to victory over the Japanese at Midway. In Intelligence in War,
John Keegan illustrates that only when paired with force has military intelligence been an effective
tool, as it may one day be in besting al-Qaeda.

a history of warfare john keegan: The American Civil War John Keegan, 2009-10-20 The
greatest military historian of our time gives a peerless account of America’s most bloody, wrenching,
and eternally fascinating war. In this magesterial history and national bestseller, John Keegan shares
his original and perceptive insights into the psychology, ideology, demographics, and economics of
the American Civil War. Illuminated by Keegan’s knowledge of military history he provides a
fascinating look at how command and the slow evolution of its strategic logic influenced the course
of the war. Above all, The American Civil War gives an intriguing account of how the scope of the
conflict combined with American geography to present a uniquely complex and challenging battle
space. Irresistibly written and incisive in its analysis, this is an indispensable account of America’s
greatest conflict.

a history of warfare john keegan: Warfare in the Seventeenth Century John Childs, John
Keegan, 2001 During the 17th century, technological evolutions in fortifications and arms meant
wars grew longer, armies larger, and military formations more disciplined. From the Thirty Years'
War to the campaigns of Louis XIV, a richly detailed picture emerges from this narrative. Military
life and structure in the 1600s -- its conflicts and conduct, the rise of a standing army, the difficulties
posed by reliance on paid soldiers, the changing weaponry, the politics are covered, and through it
all, the relentless world shift from ancient to modern.

a history of warfare john keegan: The Face of Battle John Keegan, 1983-01-27 John Keegan's
groundbreaking portrayal of the common soldier in the heat of battle -- a masterpiece that explores
the physical and mental aspects of warfare The Face of Battle is military history from the battlefield:
a look at the direct experience of individuals at the point of maximum danger. Without the


https://stage.support.buyingbuddy.com/archive-th-153/a-history-of-warfare-john-keegan.pdf

myth-making elements of rhetoric and xenophobia, and breaking away from the stylized format of
battle descriptions, John Keegan has written what is probably the definitive model for military
historians. And in his scrupulous reassessment of three battles representative of three different time
periods, he manages to convey what the experience of combat meant for the participants, whether
they were facing the arrow cloud at the battle of Agincourt, the musket balls at Waterloo, or the
steel rain of the Somme. The Face of Battle is a companion volume to John Keegan's classic study of
the individual soldier, The Mask of Command: together they form a masterpiece of military and
human history.

a history of warfare john keegan: Fields of Battle John Keegan, 2012-09-19 At once a grand
tour of the battlefields of North America and an unabashedly personal tribute to the military prowess
of an essentially unwarlike people. * [A] magisterial narrative history, enriched by an authorial
voice.--The Washington Post Fields of Battle spans more than two centuries and the expanse of a
continent to show how the immense spaces of North America shaped the wars that were fought on
its soil.

a history of warfare john keegan: The First World War John Keegan, 1999 Studies the causes,
social and economic impact, and military strategies of World War I and profiles the world leaders
who played important roles in the war's outcome.

a history of warfare john keegan: Wars of the Ancient Greeks (Smithsonian History of
Warfare) Victor Davis Hanson, 2006-12-12 This brilliant account covers a millennium of Greek
warfare. With specially commissioned battle maps and vivid illustrations, Victor Davis Hanson takes
the reader into the heart of Greek warfare, classical beliefs, and heroic battles. This colorful portrait
of ancient Greek culture explains why their approach to fighting was so ruthless and so successful.
Development of the Greek city-state and the rivalries of Athens and Sparta. Rise of Alexander the
Great and the Hellenization of the Western world. Famous thinkers—Sophocles, Socrates,
Demosthenes—who each faced his opponent in battle, armed with spear and shield. Unsurpassed
military theories that still influence the structure of armies and the military today.

a history of warfare john keegan: Warpaths John Keegan, 1995

a history of warfare john keegan: The Battle For History John Keegan, 1996-01-30 With the
same erudition, discernment, and crisp prose that made his A History of Warfare an international
bestseller, Keegan surveys the literature of World War II, identifying the works he finds most
important and illuminating while examining the sometimes savage controversies raised by two
generations of the war's historians.

a history of warfare john keegan: The Second World War John Keegan, 2005-05-03 Praised as
“the best military historian of our generation” by Tom Clancy, John Keegan reconsiders his masterful
study of World War II, The Second World War, with a new foreword Keegan examines each theater
of the war, focusing on five crucial battles and offering new insights into the distinctive methods and
motivations of modern warfare. In eloquent, perceptive analyses of the airborne battle of Crete, the
carrier battle of Midway, the tank battle of Falaise, the city battle of Berlin, and the amphibious
battle of Okinawa, Keegan illuminates the strategic dilemmas faced by the leaders and the
consequences of their decisions on the fighting men and the course of the war as a whole. An
extraordinary, definitive history, The Second World War will be required reading for generations to
come. The Second World War merits the acceptance as the standard work that it will surely recieve.
-The Washington Post If you want to know how it happened, read Keegan's thoughtful and elegant
prose. -Los Angeles Times

a history of warfare john keegan: Warfare in Chinese History Hans van de Ven, 2021-07-26
Our understanding of Chinese warfare has suffered from misconstrued contrasts between Chinese
and Western ways in warfare. This is one of the arguments convincingly set forth in this important
volume on an important subject. It also discusses the essentialising interpretations of Chinese
culture focussing on the avoidance of warfare and the civil ethic of its officials. Based on original
sources, and dealing with the subject from the earliest dynasty up to modernity, it uniquely
combines chapters on strategy and tactics. Both scope and approach make it a must for historians of



China. And, with a view to its conclusions on the place of China in the context of global military
history, it also provides essential reading for historians of (comparative) warfare in general. The
book’s primary goal - to provide a fuller interpretation of the role of the military in Chinese history -
has been achieved with ease.

a history of warfare john keegan: The Nature of War John Keegan, Joseph Darracott, 1981
Three hundred masterpieces by some of the world's finest artists enhance a detailed study of various
facets of the history and nature of war

a history of warfare john keegan: Misconceptions About the Middle Ages Stephen Harris,
Bryon L. Grigsby, 2010-05-26 Interest in the middle ages is at an all time high at the moment, thanks
in part to The Da Vinci Code. Never has there been a moment more propitious for a study of our
misconceptions of the Middle Ages than now. Ranging across religion, art, and science,
Misconceptions about the Middle Ages unravels some of the many misinterpretations that have
evolved concerning the medieval period, including: the church war science art society With an
impressive international array of contributions, the book will be essential reading for students and
scholars involved with medieval religion, history, and culture.

a history of warfare john keegan: Turning Victory Into Success , 2004

a history of warfare john keegan: Atlantic Wars Geoffrey Plank, 2020-05-21 In a sweeping
account, Atlantic Wars explores how warfare shaped the experiences of the peoples living in the
watershed of the Atlantic Ocean between the late Middle Ages and the Age of Revolution. At the
beginning of that period, combat within Europe secured for the early colonial powers the resources
and political stability they needed to venture across the sea. By the early nineteenth century,
descendants of the Europeans had achieved military supremacy on land but revolutionaries had
challenged the norms of Atlantic warfare. Nearly everywhere they went, imperial soldiers,
missionaries, colonial settlers, and traveling merchants sought local allies, and consequently they
often incorporated themselves into African and indigenous North and South American diplomatic,
military, and commercial networks. The newcomers and the peoples they encountered struggled to
understand each other, find common interests, and exploit the opportunities that arose with the
expansion of transatlantic commerce. Conflicts arose as a consequence of ongoing cultural
misunderstandings and differing conceptions of justice and the appropriate use of force. In many
theaters of combat profits could be made by exploiting political instability. Indigenous and colonial
communities felt vulnerable in these circumstances, and many believed that they had to engage in
aggressive military action--or, at a minimum, issue dramatic threats--in order to survive. Examining
the contours of European dominance, this work emphasizes its contingent nature and geographical
limitations, the persistence of conflict and its inescapable impact on non-combatants' lives.
Addressing warfare at sea, warfare on land, and transatlantic warfare, Atlantic Wars covers the
Atlantic world from the Vikings in the north, through the North American coastline and Caribbean,
to South America and Africa. By incorporating the British, French, Spanish, Dutch, Portuguese,
Africans, and indigenous Americans into one synthetic work, Geoffrey Plank underscores how the
formative experience of combat brought together widely separated people in a common history.

a history of warfare john keegan: Fields of Blood Karen Armstrong, 2014-10-28 A sweeping
exploration of religion and the history of human violence—from the New York Times bestselling
author of The History of God * “Elegant and powerful.... Both erudite and accurate, dazzling in its
breadth of knowledge and historical detail.” —The Washington Post In these times of rising
geopolitical chaos, the need for mutual understanding between cultures has never been more
urgent. Religious differences are seen as fuel for violence and warfare. In these pages, one of our
greatest writers on religion, Karen Armstrong, amasses a sweeping history of humankind to explore
the perceived connection between war and the world’s great creeds—and to issue a passionate
defense of the peaceful nature of faith. With unprecedented scope, Armstrong looks at the whole
history of each tradition—not only Christianity and Islam, but also Buddhism, Hinduism,
Confucianism, Daoism, and Judaism. Religions, in their earliest days, endowed every aspect of life
with meaning, and warfare became bound up with observances of the sacred. Modernity has ushered




in an epoch of spectacular violence, although, as Armstrong shows, little of it can be ascribed
directly to religion. Nevertheless, she shows us how and in what measure religions came to absorb
modern belligerence—and what hope there might be for peace among believers of different faiths in
our time.

a history of warfare john keegan: Essaying the Past Jim Cullen, 2020-08-25 Learn to craft the
perfect historical research paper with this approachable and practical guide Essaying the Past: How
to Read, Write, and Think about History, 4th Edition continues the tradition of excellence
established by the previous editions. Equal parts research manual, study guide, and introduction to
the study of history, this book teaches readers how to write excellent historical prose with
approachable strategies and actionable tips. Noted teacher and writer Jim Cullen has created an
invaluable resource for novices and experts in the field of historical study, offering practical insights
into determining how questions should be framed, developing strong introduction and topic
sentences, choosing evidence, and properly revising your work. Essaying the Past includes six
appendices covering the major issues facing students today, including the pitfalls and temptations of
plagiarism and the role of the internet. It also contains an annotated case study outlining one
student's process of writing an essay and demonstrating the application of the concepts contained
within the book. Essaying the Past covers topics including: How to think and read about history and
ask the right questions about what you're reading The three components of crafting a compelling
argument How to deal with counterarguments and counterevidence How to properly construct a
bibliography and insert footnotes How to assess the credibility of online resources Perfect for
students taking surveys or courses in methods or historiography, Essaying the Past also belongs on
the bookshelf of anyone with even a passing interest in studying, researching, consuming, or writing
about history.

a history of warfare john keegan: Women and the French Army during the World Wars,
1914-1940 Andrew Orr, 2017-05-01 A history and analysis of how women worked for the French
Army from 1914 to 1940. How did women contribute to the French Army in the World Wars?
Drawing on myriad sources, historian Andrew Orr examines the roles and value of the many French
women who have been overlooked by historians—those who worked as civilians supporting the
military. During the First World War, most officers expected that the end of the war would see a
return to prewar conditions, so they tolerated women in supporting roles. But soon after the
November 1918 armistice, the French Army fired more than half its female employees.
Demobilization created unexpected administrative demands that led to the next rehiring of many
women. The army’s female workforce grew slowly and unevenly until 1938 when preparations for
war led to another hiring wave; however, officers resisted all efforts to allow women to enlist as
soldiers and alternately opposed and ignored proposals to recognize them as long-term employees.
Orr’s work offers a critical look at the indispensable wartime roles filled by women behind the lines.
“Orr has successfully made the leap into what we have needed for decades: a truly modern and
mainstream study of the complex interplay of women and the military in modern society that also
takes into account the complex interplay of race and class.” —American Historical Review “Women
and the French Army is well researched and provides an engaging read.” —Women in French
Studies “What is especially noteworthy about Orr’s book is not the gender history, however, but the
military history. Orr’s research provides an excellent reminder that militaries are so much more than
their front-facing services. In focusing on the civilian employees of the French army, Orr is able to
tease out some of the nuances of this history that would otherwise be obscured.” —French History
“This is a fascinating study of intended and unintended consequences, well researched, well-written,
and a pleasure to read.” —H-France Review
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